
The United Way Pembina Valley is your community investment fund. Your donations are re-invested 

into the community through local non-profit organizations that use your donations to support the 

vital programs and services they provide to countless people in our community. We are proudly 

100% volunteer-run and are able to re-invest 100% of your donations into the community. 

We can’t do it without your generous support. Please join in building our community.

Help us reach our 

goal of $150,000!

ONLINE BY CREDIT CARD
www.unitedwaypembinavalley.ca
MAIL A CHEQUE
United Way Pembina Valley, P.O. Box 758, Morden, MB  R6M 1A7
IN PERSON
Drop off your donation at any local Access Credit Union Branch.
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PKF Lawyers, Manitoba’s law firm. Providing 

trustworthy, expert, real-world results since 1924. 

Ready to serve today, tomorrow, always. pkflawyers.com
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Cheerboard elvesCheerboard elves
Morden Christmas Cheer Board volunteers Morden Christmas Cheer Board volunteers 
were hard at work Monday putting together were hard at work Monday putting together 
hampers of food and gifts for 360 households. hampers of food and gifts for 360 households. 
For the full story, see Pg. 3.For the full story, see Pg. 3.
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FROM DR. AIKEN AND 
THE CLARITY VISION TEAM

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

www.clarityvision.ca   Unit 1-507 Main St. WINKLER
Phone 204-331-6300

We direct bill most insurance providers and NIHB.

TTTTTTHHHEE CLARITY VISION TEAM

WWWWeee ddiirect bill most insurance providers and NIHB.

Winkler launches Headstart to a Home program

By Ashleigh Viveiros

People struggling to pull together 
enough money for a down payment 
on a house now have the opportunity 
to get a helping hand from a new pro-
gram launching in Winkler.

Last week, the City of Winkler in 
partnership with Lux Construction 

Inc. and Access Credit Union an-
nounced the creation of a two-year 
pilot program called Headstart to a 
Home.

Under Headstart, Lux will be build-
ing 48 new homes on Yellowstone 
Trail in north Winkler over the next 
two years and providing a $10,000 
discount on the purchase price of 
each one.

Access Credit Union has committed 
to providing  an insured mortgage to 
qualifying homebuyers and an inter-
est-free loan for the down payment of 
fi ve per cent of the purchase price for 
fi ve years. 

 CHOICEREALTYLTD.COM
Lux Construction has committed to building 48 homes on Yellowstone Trail under 
the new Headstart to a Home program, which helps buyers with a discount on the 
house and an interest-free loan for a down payment. Choice Realty is handling 
the sale of the duplexes.Continued on page 15

City of Winkler, Lux 
Construction, and 
Access CU team up 
to help home buyers
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HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS!
DURANGO WESTERN 

BOOTS FOR ALL AGES !!

2255%% OOOOFFFFF

MUCK BOGS DRYSHOD 
INSULATED  CSA & NONE
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

2255%% OOOOFFFFF

GREAT GIFTS - FRAMES, 
LAMPS, CLOCKS, CANDLES

2200%% OOOOFFFFF

BLUNDSTONES FOR 
ALL OCCASIONS!!

WINTER INSULATED SHOES

2255%% OOOOFFFFF

BOXING DAY 
CLEARANCE 

SALE

MEN’S CLARKS GROVE STEP
$$11000000..00000 $$11000000.00000

Morden Cheer Board delivers 360 hampers

By Lorne Stelmach

The holiday season has become 
a challenging one for the Morden 
Christmas Cheer Board.

It faced a substantially higher num-
ber of hamper requests as the pack-
ing and delivery days took place this 
week, but the fi nancial support has so 
far not kept pace.

“Our hampers are up, and the mon-
ey is not keeping up ... so it’s not an 
ideal combination,” board member 
Ron Peters said Monday as work be-
gan on fi lling the hampers. “We’re 
going to be short ... last year we were 
about $16,000 short, and it was head-
ing that way again.”

“Even after Christmas, people can 
still be making donations,” stressed 
chairperson Carolyn Schellenberg.

The Cheer Board had anticipated 
there would be a signifi cant need that 
would at least match 2022’s numbers, 

which reached just over 300 hampers.
The fi nal 2023 tally came in at 360 

hampers, which represents a 20 per 
cent increase.

“So that is signifi cant,” Schellenberg 
said. “All of a sudden, it went up like 
crazy with our applications.”

There were a number of opportuni-
ties for people to support the Christ-
mas Cheer campaign this year.

Dairy Queen had the Angel Tree set 
up to collect new or unused toys, and 
volunteers were at the Morden tree 
lighting celebration to collect dona-
tions of toys, books and cash.

Tim Hortons sold Holiday Smile 
Cookies one week in November, with 
partial proceeds going to the Cheer 
Board, and the Morden Thunder col-
lected donations at its annual Christ-
mas Cheer game.

“People still like to give food,” noted 
Schellenberg. “For a couple years we 
did just gift cards ... this year and last 
year we’ve done some food again as 
well.”

In addition to grocery gift cards 
and some non-perishable food items, 
hampers also include presents for the 
children in the recipient households. 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
A sea of empty boxes were ready to get fi lled with non-perishable food items 
and gifts as the Morden Christmas Cheer Board prepared to send out its hampers 
earlier this week.

Donations fall short 
of costs—but it’s not 
too late to give

Schellenberg said it is always heart-
warming to see all of the diff erent 
ways that individu-
als and groups sup-
port their eff orts.

“Some people were 
bringing mitts or 
scarves they had 
knit themselves or 
they bought,” she 
said. “We had a colo-
ny donate baby boo-
ties ... that kind of 
thing has been great 
to see.”

She was also thankful for the volun-
teer crew, who were again largely an 

experienced group “who have been 
doing this for years. We do need some 

younger volunteers ... 
but we’ve got a great 
bunch of volunteers.

“It’s a hectic three 
days, but we still have 
fun doing it,” Schellen-
berg added.

You can make a do-
nation to Morden 
Christmas Cheer by 
heading to their web-
site, mordenchrist-

mascheer.com, or via e-transfer to 
mordencheer@gmail.com.

“EVEN AFTER 
CHRISTMAS, PEOPLE 
CAN STILL BE MAKING 
DONATIONS.”
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www.bendit.ca 204-331-4179

Wishing you a Christmas season guided by love 
and blessed with the precious gifts of friendship, 

faith, peace, joy and contentment.

Celebrating the holidays 
with community meals
By Lorne Stelmach

Two organizations in Morden and Winkler brought peo-
ple together in fellowship for a holiday meal this past 
week.

Many Hands Resource Centre in Morden hosted its com-
munity meal last Tuesday, and Central Station Communi-
ty Centre in Winkler welcomed people on Monday.

Central Station had been preparing for at least 300, if not 
more, while Many Hands had 215 registered for their sup-
per, which was held at the Morden Alliance Church.

“It’s a very heartwarming place to be,” said Central Sta-
tion’s Leane Funk. “I’ve been involved with Central Sta-
tion for a little while now, and I had seen one Monday 

night dinner and it was very sweet. People from 
all walks of life come by, and we really encour-
age everyone in the community to come by ... 
it’s more about meeting your neighbours.”

Mariyam Tsygankova, executive director of 
Many Hands Resource Centre, agreed these 
community meals  are not just about feeding 
people.

“It’s in the spirit of fostering community and 
spreading the joy. That is why we organized 
this event,” she said. “Our idea was to create a 
warm and very inclusive space where people 
could come together and share the festive spirit 
and create cherished memories.”

Central Station served a traditional Christmas 
supper that included meatballs, potatoes, stuff -
ing, and more.

“It’s the traditional Monday night meal that 
the station off ers to the community but just a 
more festive version of it,” said Funk.

“All of the food was donated, and we had vol-
unteers working in the kitchen for a few days 
leading up to it,” she added. “It is a challenge, 
and without the volunteers it defi nitely would 
not happen, but Marian Hildebrand, who is the 
lead in the kitchen, is very organized, and ev-

erything had been prepped ahead of time.”
Funk observed that it is heartwarming to see 

people coming together to support and connect 
with others at a time of increasing need, as she 
noted food bank use in general across the coun-
try has increased substantially.

“And watching the volunteers around here is 
pretty mind blowing ... the dedication is incred-
ible.”

Tsygankova shared that their turnout was 
quite a bit more than last year, and she also was 
grateful for the community support.

“There are many volunteers. We had a very 
dedicated planning committee,” she said. “We 
have 75 volunteers in our database, and half of 
them for sure were involved in the process of 
preparing this event.”

Generous donations from numerous corporate 
sponsors also made it possible.

“We are very appreciative of their help,” 
Tsygankova said. “Without them, it wouldn’t 
happen.

“Another thing with this initiative was it is a 
way to express our gratitude to the incredible 

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Left: Monday night’s Christmas dinner at Central Station in Winkler. Above: Many 
Hands Resource Centre hosted Morden’s holiday meal last week Tuesday.

Volunteers are 
always integral 
to making 
the weekly 
c o m m u n i t y 
meal happen 
at the Central 
S t a t i o n 
C o m m u n i t y 
Centre, and this 
week’s holiday 
supper was no 
exception.

PHOTO BY LORNE 
STELMACH/

VOICE

Continued on page 4
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WESTERN & WORK WEAR
260 MAIN ST. N. CARMAN  204.745.3400

VISIT US THIS HOLIDAY SEASON FOR YOUR

BOOTS, BELTS, HATS, MEN, WOMEN & KIDS 

CLOTHING, TOYS, JEWELRY & MUCH MORE!

UR

20% OFF
SELECTED NAT’S

CLOTHING DEC 14-24

Winkler student calls for council 
to connect more with youth
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Garden Valley Collegiate Gr. 12 stu-
dent Brock Becker appeared before 
Winkler City Council last week to 
share his concerns about drug use in 
the community and a lack of connec-
tion between city leaders and youth.

“In our city, roughly 30 per cent of 
our population is students,” Becker 
said, referring to the most recent cen-
sus data. “With that 30 per cent, there 
isn’t really a whole lot of representa-
tion for kids my age when it comes to 
trying to talk to you as a council or the 
City as a whole.”

Becker encouraged council to look 
at ways to reach out to Winkler youth 
and give them the opportunity to 
voice their opinions on what’s going 
on in the community.

One major issue Becker identifi ed 
was the number of teens that are us-
ing drugs and alcohol.

“There’s a lot of kids where you 
wouldn’t really expect it: they have 
high grades and they’re doing real-
ly well socially, but they’ve smoked 
weed or pot or they’ve drunk alco-
hol,” Becker said. “And they actually 
have a lot of access to it, whether it be 
through older friends or older people 
they know.”

He noted that more needs to be done 
to reach students to make them aware 
of the local resources that are avail-
able to help them overcome their ad-
dictions.

“Just getting groups ... in schools, 
doing presentations,” he stressed as a 
need, noting it can be hard for youth 
to track down resources on their own. 
“For kids who aren’t pushing them-
selves to really fi nd it and are kind of 
just going on a whim, it’s a lot more 
diffi  cult for them to fi nd that kind of 
resources and get the help they need.”

Mayor Henry Siemens thanked 
Becker for his thoughts and noted 
council will discuss potentially meet-
ing with the student councils of both 
GVC and Northlands Parkway Colle-
giate on a regular basis to hear youth 
viewpoints.

He also encouraged Becker to reach 
out to the Garden Valley School Di-
vision board of trustees with his con-
cerns about substance abuse resourc-
es in schools, noting that issue falls  
fi rmly under their purview, though 
the City would be happy to play a 
role if asked to by the division.

In an interview after the meeting, 
Siemens noted council is very keen to 
connect with student leaders.

“I think for the rest of this year, at 
minimum, we’re going to be reaching 
out,” he said. “When we have some-
body like Brock coming and present-
ing to us, that certainly opens that 
door ... frankly, I’m extremely encour-
aged when we have young people 
come and present like that.

“It tells us that we have a really good 
group of people who care passionate-
ly about our community and are pre-
pared to engage.”

A few other items of interest from 
last week’s council meeting:

• Council approved rezoning and 
variation requests that open the way 
for a two-story, nine-unit apartment 
building to be built by Glenberg De-
sign Builders on Victoria Street.

The applications received no for-
mal opposition from the surrounding 
community, though one neighbour, 
Lou Males, did step up to address 
council.

These multi-family developments 
in what was once a neighbourhood 
of single-family units are clearly the 
wave of the future, Males said, not-
ing he is not opposed to the project, 
though he does have related concerns.

“I know we can’t stop it. What I’d 
like to address, though, is the lack of 
maintenance on our street with the 
increased traffi  c. Not just from these 
condos, but now that there’s a U-turn 
on First ... people are using our street 
a lot more frequently.”

Males said the road is in disrepair 
and the speed of snow clearing also 
leaves a lot to be desired.

“If you’re making extra income from 

Our mistake
The Dec. 14 edition of the Voice in-

cluded an error in the cutline for the 
photo of one of the artists involved 
in the Winkler Arts and Culture and 
South Central Regional Library Book 
& Art Sale (Pg. 9).

That artist’s name is Marge Fehr, not 
Mary Fehr. We’re so sorry for the mix-
up.

If you’d like to check out Fehr’s 
work, you can reach her via email to 
margefehr@hotmail.com.

support we get from the communi-
ty throughout the year,” she added. 
“This is a way of us giving back and 
celebrating the strength and together-
ness that defi nes this wonderful com-
munity.”

She shared that there were a lot of 
newcomers at the table, but plenty of 
longtime Mordenites as well.

“This event was open to everyone 

... from previous experience, I know 
people who were sitting at the same 
table but they didn’t know each oth-
er at all. Some don’t really speak En-
glish,  but they still communicated,” 
said Tsygankova. “I was able to see 
them smiling and joking ... they fi nd a 
way ... and some of them have found 
new friends.”

>  CHRISTMAS MEALS, FROM PG. 4

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Over 200 people came out to enjoy a meal together at the Many Hands Resource 
Centre’s holiday supper in Morden last week.

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888

Continued on page 7



I
n my memories of Christ-
mas past I remember the 
childlike wonder of trees 
and lights, and special 
presents under a tree in 

our home. 
I remember church services with 

candle light and the singing of carols. 
I enjoyed the gathering of extended 
family, with time to visit my cousins, 
and always looked forward to a great 
meal together.

I can also remem-
ber one memorable 
occasion when the 
roads were heavy 
with snow and my 
father arranged to 
borrow a team of 
horses and a sleigh 
from his uncle. We 
drove as far as we 
could by car and 
then walked a short 
distance to my great uncle’s farm. The 
team of horses was harnessed and 
hitched, complete with bells, the fam-
ily bundled up, and we arrived at our 
grandparent’s farmhouse on a horse 
drawn sleigh. The giant cookstove 
was warm and inviting. 

When it was time to go home the 
horses were hitched up again, we 
bundled up, then made the return 
trip to Uncle Ernie’s farm and back to 
our car and snowy roads for the drive 
home. What a privilege it was and can 
be to spend time with others.

As I listen to and read of the news 
in our world today, I wonder what 
images people have of this season we 
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By Randy 
Smart

God’s gift for us

The newspaper is supported by advertising 
dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would 
like to see it grow and prosper, visit any of 
the advertisers and businesses in our rural 
communities. Keep your dollars working at 
home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 
build stronger communities through articles 
that both inform and entertain you about 
what’s going on throughout the Pembina 
Valley. This is your community newspaper—
let us know what you want to see in it.
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The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

might call Christmas. If we become 
consumed by the drive to shop un-
til we drop and spend beyond our 
means we will lose sight of what hap-
pened in the small town of Bethlehem 
so many years ago.

Bethlehem was a community like 
many others where the people were 
striving to earn a living while living 
with the tensions of political life un-
der Roman rule. It was a political de-
cision that brought many extra people 
to their community to register for tax 
purposes. In the midst of the normal 
routines and unwanted inconvenienc-
es, God was at work.

The prophet Micah had recorded 
the prophecy “…But you Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you 
will come for me one who will be rul-
er over Israel, whose origins are from 
of old, from ancient times. “

Christians believe that Jesus Christ 
was and is the ruler whose origins 
were from ancient times who came to 
live among us on this earth with an 
eternal purpose. His birth in Bethle-
hem was not his beginning but it was 

the beginning of his presence in hu-
man form to bring the message of rec-
onciliation with God and extend the 
invitation to each one of us to discov-
er who he is, accept his assessment of 
our sinful nature and begin a journey 
of new life. 

The carol “O Little Town of Bethle-
hem” eloquently expresses the time-
less beauty of what God was doing 
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 

“O little town of Bethlehem, How 
still we see thee lie! Above thy deep 
and dreamless sleep The silent stars 
go by; Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; The hopes and 
fears of all the years Are met in thee 
tonight.”

God invites us to come to him 
through Jesus with our hopes and 
our fears, personal, societal, and uni-
versal. Through faith in Christ Jesus, 
God wants to give all of us the gift of 
personal hope, forgiveness, courage, 
and renewal.

Randy Smart has been a pastor in 
Southern Manitoba since 1979.

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.

The Voice is published Thursdays and 
distributed as a free publication to 21,141 
households. Republishing in whole or in 
part without permission is prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing. The 
Voice received fi nancial support from the 
Government of Canada in 2021.
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I 
am writing to you from 
the past (spooky noises 
play in background). 

Actually, I always write to you 
from the past—this is the nature 

of column writing —but I mention it 
this time because by now you know 
the results of the recent Morden 
by-election. 

Even if you are from Altona or Win-
kler, you should be paying atten-
tion because a by-election midway 
through a term is a 
great way to sense 
where people are 
at these days (par-
ticularly if you are 
on council). 

I have ideas on 
who may or may 
not get elected, re-
gardless of quali-
fi cations, but I will 
not speak them 
because I have come to learn this is 
foolish. Most elections, even the most 

predictable, are generally impossible 
to determine until at least an hour af-
ter the results come out.

In the meantime, let’s time trav-
el even further back in time to the 
All-Candidates Meeting on the eve 
of Dec. 4 at the Morden Friendship 
& Activity Centre. You will fi nd your 
faithful columnist and his wife sitting 
in the very back of the coat room at 
the back of the centre’s main room.

Why, you ask. Well, aside from the 
fact that it is an excellent location to 
avoid being accosted and to make 
a quick escape at the end, the main 
room is estimated to have had more 
than 350 people packed into it. 

It was stuff ed to rafters with not 
a seat to be found and every square 
inch of space taken up as standing 
room only. 

Never in my 18 years of having at-
tending all-candidates meetings in 
Morden for all levels of government 
has there ever been a crowd this large. 

What does this tell me?
People are VERY interested in this 

election. People absolutely want to 

have a say about how council changes 
and the future of Morden. 

It tells me people are paying close 
attention these days to their local pol-
iticians and what is going on. 

Most importantly, it tells me that 
people may be waking up after a 
long, somewhat apathetic rest.

The last time an election held this 
much interest was when His Previous 
Worship the former Mayor of Morden 
Doug Wilson won against the incum-
bent, an even more Previous His Wor-
ship John Wiens. 

(ASIDE: No one could/can commu-
nicate quite like Doug Wilson. I chal-
lenge anyone to fi nd someone else 
with even a fraction of the intense 
passion Wilson could bring to bear in 
his role (and literally everything else 
he did). In some ways his intensity 
and passion scared his fellow council-
ors who were, to be frank, often dis-
missive of him and eventually sought 
to relegate him to the back benches of 
decision making because he did not 
approach leadership in a standard, 
“normal” way. But I digress.)

Why so many people? People do not 
come out in hordes from a place of ap-
athy. People mobilize when they are 
concerned about something. When I 
went to vote for the merger of Access 
Credit Union with Assiniboine Cred-
it Union and I saw a lineup snaking 
around the parking lot, I knew it my 
gut it was going to be defeated. 

People do not line up or pack meet-
ing rooms from a place of complacen-
cy, apathy, and contentment; they do 
it when they want to see change. 

Well, by the time you read this, 
change has happened in Morden. 
There’s a new mayor and two new 
councilors. That’s almost half of coun-
cil. 

People will be watching and wait-
ing. The next municipal election is 
less than three years away and I sus-
pect residents are looking for con-
crete, measurable action from council 
on numerous items, too many to go 
into here. 

Who knows ... perhaps something 
that has been asleep in the Pembina 
Valley is waking up. Time will tell.

The (Maybe) Great Awakening

By Peter 
Cantelon

these developments, there should be 
a little bit of room to try and make 
the street a little better,” he said. 

Mayor Siemens noted in a later 
interview that the city is aware of 
these concerns.

“We continue to look at each one 
of our streets and our staff  brings 
forward a list of recommendations 
every year in terms of which ones 
need the most attention,” he said. 
“[Victoria] is on our staff ’s radar and 
they’re certainly reviewing it and 
looking at it.

“Similar to any other road in our 
community, it’s something we have 
to stay on top of.”

• Council approved a revised ap-
plication to the Federation of Cana-
dian Municipalities   (FCM) Com-
munity Buildings Retrofi t Capital 
Projects program for funding for 

renovations to the Winkler Centen-
nial Arena.

Winkler’s original application, 
passed by council last January, re-
quested up to $1.25 million in grant 
funding and up to $3.75 million 
in loan contributions towards up-
grades at the aging rink.

City staff  have been in communi-
cation with FCM over the past year 
and got the go-ahead to revise the 
application to now request up to 
$2.5 million in grant funding and up 
to $7.5 million in loan contributions.

“As we continue to make those fi -
nal plans to be ready to go at the end 
of the Winkler Flyers’ season ... this 
piece is very good planning on our 
staff ’s part to try to get ahead of this, 
to try to get us the maximum grants 
that we can,” Siemens said.

The city already has just over $11 

million in funding from the federal 
and provincial governments for this 
project.

“If there’s an opportunity to add 
somewhat more to this as we look 
to put the budget together for that 
project, that would be extremely 
helpful,” the mayor said.

• The Southern Emergency Re-
sponse Committee presented its up-
dated emergency plan to city council 
for approval. It has also submitted 
the plan to its other municipal part-
ners across the region.

Coordinator Kathy Bueckert noted 
the lengthy document was revised 
to include new emergency shelter 
venues like the Meridian Exhibition 
Centre in Winkler and updated con-
tact information for municipal lead-
ers. A searchable e-version of the 
document was also formatted for 
ease of use.

 >  WINKLER COUNCIL, FROM PG. 5

Winkler Family Resource Centre hosting New Year’s Eve bash
By Ashleigh Viveiros

If you’re looking for a family-friend-
ly way of ringing in 2024, the Winkler 
Family Resource Centre has got you 
covered.

The centre is once again hosting a 
New Year’s Eve Party in its program-
ming space at 750 15th St. (inside the 
Emmanuel Mennonite Church) from 
5-7 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 31.

“We’re going to be off ering a whole 
bunch of activities for the children,” 
says executive director Christian 
Horn, noting they’ll be aimed at 
pre-schoolers but older children are 
also welcome. “There will be some 
crafts, there will be games, face paint-
ing—just a variety of activities to keep 
them busy.

“And then we want to off er some-
thing for the parents as well,” he adds. 
“We’ll probably be doing non-alco-
holic cocktails and maybe also a bak-
ing activity, soft pretzels or something 
like that, just so that while the kids are 
doing their activities, the parents can 
hang out and chat and have a good 
time as well.”

The evening will wrap up with a 
New Year’s Eve countdown complete 

with balloons dropping from the ceil-
ing.

It’s a great way for young kids to be 
a part of the festivities without having 
to stay up too late, Horn notes.

“They’ll get celebrate and then the 
parents can still celebrate the actual 
new year at midnight,” he says. 

Tickets are $30 per family and can 
be booked via email to winklerfrc@

gmail.com or calling 204-332 -9418.
Horn also invites any businesses in-

terested in donating a door prize or 
sponsoring the event to get in touch 
with him.

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Morden Area Foundation 
‘23 grants total over $107K

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Many Hands Resource Centre received a $10,000 grant from the Morden Area 
Foundation towards the purchase of a new van.

Morden Legion executive Jason Evert and Tammy Petkau with Colleen Lyne, 
whose donation to the Morden Area Foundation created the new Royal Canadian 
Legion Morden Branch 11 Fund.

By Lorne Stelmach

A leading charitable foundation in 
Manitoba is coming to an end, but 
not before bestowing major gifts on 
community foundations across the 
province.

As the Thomas Sill Foundation 
shuts down, it is distributing funds  
among the 56 foundations prov-
ince-wide. The Morden Area Foun-
dation announced at its annual 
meeting last Wednesday that it is 
receiving $1,188,000.

“It’s absolutely huge for us ... I 
can’t put it into words. It’s beyond 
words for me,” said Morden Area 
Foundation president Sue Nelson.

“It’s really a lot of fun to give away 
money,” noted Sam Andrew, who 
not only made the presentation on 
behalf of the Thomas Sill Founda-

tion but was also one of the found-
ing members of the Morden com-
munity foundation 30 years ago.

The gift of over $1 million will es-
tablish a Thomas Sill Fund, which 
the Morden foundation expects will 
translate into them being able to 
grant out an additional $50,000 an-
nually.

“It is huge for us,” said Nelson. “It 
basically doubles what we can grant 
out ... it will have a lasting impact.”

Andrew noted that the Thomas 
Sill Foundation started about 35 
years ago with Sill having left an es-
tate of about $18.5 million. He had 
the vision to help set up communi-
ty foundations across the province 
by off ering a fundraising matching 
challenge.

Continued on page 9

By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Area Foundation used 
the occasion of its annual meeting last 
Wednesday to also be the bearer of 
good news.

The foundation presented nine 
grants that totalled $57,000 as well as 
a $25,000 matching grant in support 
of the École Discovery Trails school 
track and fi eld project.

When combined with $14,700 in 
scholarships and another $11,000 
in Power of the Purse donations, it 
means the foundation handed out 
$107,700 in total grants this past year.

One of the recipients was the Many 
Hands Resource Centre, which re-
ceived $10,000 towards the purchase 
of a new van.

“Without a functioning vehicle, our 
ability to serve the community was 
severely compromised,” said execu-
tive director Mariyam Tsygankova, 
who added this goes a long way to-
wards “ensuring that we can continue 
our essential services without disrup-
tion.

“The foundation support not only 
provided to replace our broken down 
van but also demonstrate a commit-
ment to the well being of the commu-
nity.”

Other grant recipients last week in-
cluded:

• 1-6 Community Club - $10,000 to 
help convert the facility from fossil 
fuels to electric heating.

• École Morden Middle School - 
$10,000 towards new playground 
structures.

• Morden Activity Centre - $8,174.59 
for a fl oor washing machine.

• Minnewasta Golf and Country 

Club - $7,500 towards a golf simulator 
to help make the facility a year-round 
draw.

• Child and Family Services of Cen-
tral Manitoba - $4,000 in support of 
the Chance 2 Camp program.

• Boundary Trails Health Centre 
Foundation - $3,822 for a new crash 
cart for the hospital.

• Pembina Valley Humane Society 
- $2,000 for a snowblower for clear-
ing the outdoor kennels at the animal 
shelter in Morden.

• South Central Regional Library - 
$1,500 for a new circulation desk at 
the Morden branch.

The foundation also announced the 
introduction of two more dedicated 
endowment funds.

One is called the Learn and Return 
Health Care Bursary Fund, which will 
provide a means of support for train-
ing health care workers with a com-
mitment to work in the community 
for a minimum of one year.

It is being established as a fund of 
$100,000 that will provide a bursa-
ry of $5,000 annually. Recipients will 
be chosen by a committee including 
representatives from Boundary Trails 
Health Centre and Menzies Medical 
Centre.

Also introduced was a Royal Cana-
dian Legion Morden Branch 11 Fund 
thanks to the support of Colleen Lyne 
in memory of her husband William, 
who was a member of the Legion.

“It’s an honour for us,” said Legion 
rep Tammy Petkau, who also present-
ed a donation from the Legion to the 
Learn and Return Health Care Bursa-
ry Fund.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The 1-6 Community Club received $10,000 to convert its facility to electric 
heating. 

Thomas Sill Fdn. presents 
Morden fdn. with $1.1M



The Voice  Thursday, December 21, 2023    9   

Morden Police Board reaches 
out for community feedback
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Police Board is having 
consultations with various communi-
ty stakeholders as part of its strategic 
planning process.

The board acts as a conduit between 
the public and the police department, 
so what they are calling “Conversa-
tions with the Community” could 
provide some vital direction.

“We hope that these conversations 
and the questions will solicit ideas as 
to how our police can better partner 
with other organizations and stake-
holders to achieve our goal—that  of 
being Manitoba’s safest community,” 
said police board chairperson Lee 
Bassett.

“Our statistics tell us that we are a 
fairly safe community ... however, are 
there some organizations or stake-
holders out there that feel maybe 
there are certain areas in our commu-
nity that aren’t safe?”

The conversations represent part 
of an ongoing process that stemmed 
from a community survey that was 
done on policing in Morden, Bassett 
explained.

“Is there anything that didn’t come 

out of the survey that we’re not aware 
of?” she said. “Are we bang on with 
our values? Our values are respect, 
professionalism, integrity and ac-
countability ... is there a value that 
isn’t included?”

Bassett said they feel they have a 
number of good things happening 
such as the Citizens on Patrol Pro-
gram as well as the community re-
source offi  cer who goes into schools 
and meets with students and staff 

“That initiative is a good example of 
how we want to partner with other 
organizations to keep the communi-
ty safe,” she noted. “Those are great 
partnerships and initiatives, but may-
be there’s some other ideas that our 
organizations or community mem-
bers have that we haven’t thought of 
yet.”

The community conversations were 
being done in a roundtable format, 
and the conversation topics included 
four key questions:

1.  What is the biggest challenge fac-
ing your community/neighborhood 
when it comes to public safety?

2. What are the policing values you 
would like to see strengthened in our 
community?

3. Is there a value that should be a 
core value of the Morden Police Ser-
vice?

4. How can your organization con-
tribute to a safe environment and help 
prevent crime in Morden?

The discussions were being led by 
Ted Fransen, a longtime resident of 
southern Manitoba and retired school 
superintendent and CEO with a 40-
year career in education.

Each session is attended by a mem-
ber of the police board and the Mor-
den Police Service. A session Dec. 
11 included representatives ranging 
from Western School Division to Gen-
esis House to Regional Connections 

Immigrant Services. The next session 
took place this past Monday.

The process will eventually lead to 
all the information being taken to the 
police service for further consultation, 
and they will do some planning exer-
cises to help set out priorities.

“During the community conver-
sations, there was a lot of talk about 
myths and facts, and I think these 
community conversations will help us 
identify what’s a myth and what’s a 
fact,” said Bassett. “The attendees and 
participants were really enthused, 
and I think that’s important that com-
munity members and organizations 
feel valued.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Morden Police Board has hosted a series of community conversations 
designed to get feedback on the work of the Morden Police Service.

A n n o u n c i n g 
the Thomas 
Sill Foundation 
gift of over 
$1.1 million 
to the 
Morden Area 
F o u n d a t i o n 
were Sam 
Andrew and 
Ron Westfall. 
 PHOTO 
BY LORNE STEL-

MACH/VOICE

There were only four such founda-
tions back then, Andrew said, but 
now there are 56 across the province 
with assets in excess of $200 million.

“Over the years, it has, I believe, 
distributed in excess of $40 million,” 
he said of the Thomas Sill Founda-
tion. “At disbursement, it was in the 
vicinity of $38 million, so that money 
is now being turned over to various 
foundations.”

He refl ected on coming full circle, 

having been a founding member of 
the Morden foundation.

“When I think back, it was seven of 
us on that original board, and it was 
a challenge. I mean, the thing that 
really started this was the challenge 
grants that the Thomas Sill Founda-
tion set up for community founda-
tions at that time. I think it was a two 
for one matching thing ... we were the 
fi rst foundation to do that with Sill 
Foundation back in 1993.

“To see it’s grown to $4.1 million is 
pretty amazing,” Andrew said. “It’s 
obviously a very great honour for me 
to be able to come back and do that 
and represent the Thomas Sill Foun-
dation.”

Nelson also paid tribute to the 
founding members of the Morden 
Area Foundation.

“It’s just kudos to them for having 
the vision to have started it,” she 
said. “The Thomas Sill Foundation 
is known throughout Manitoba as 
being the cornerstone for supporting 
communities in their projects ... this 
has enabled us to make a further step 
towards supporting more people and 
more groups in our community. So 
let’s get some great projects going for 
Morden and area.”

Nelson also refl ected on the past 
year having been one of growth for 
the foundation after having felt some 
impact from the downturn in the 
market.

The net assets of the organization 
increased from $3,937,137 as of year-
0end 2022 to $4,210,940 as of year-end 
2023.

The foundation included 38 diff er-
ent endowment funds, with the gen-
eral endowment fund now at over 
$899,000.

Other signifi cant funds include the 
Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre 
museum sustainability ($1.5 million), 
the Morden Area Foundation support 
fund  ($334,000), Power of the Purse 
fund ($134,000), recreation and sport 
fund  ($131,000), Manitoba Baseball 
Hall of Fame Fund ($109,000), Wil-
liam and Colleen Lyne scholarship 
($108,625), Morden Area Foundation 
managed fund ($92,000), City of Mor-
den Fund ($83,000), and CFDC heri-
tage fund ($80,000)

Nelson noted with this being the 
30th anniversary of the foundation, it 
is amazing to have now surpassed $4 
million in overall endowment funds.

“We’re able to grant out more and 
more now every year,” she said. “We 
try to get a whole range of diff erent 
areas of the community to grant mon-
ey.”

They had received over a dozen re-
quests for grants totalling more than 
$100,000, she added.

“We can’t give out that whole 
amount ... it is a challenge, but it’s 
great to be able to off er that support 
year after year,” she said. “It can have 
a huge impact on the community. 
There’s lots of small charities that rely 
on the small grants that we can give 
out.”

 >  THOMAS SILL FOUNDATION, FROM PG. 8
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Countdown is on to 2024 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts
By Lorne Stelmach

There is just one month to go before 
top female curlers from across Mani-
toba arrive in Morden to compete for 
the provincial championship.

The 2024 Morden Scotties Tourna-
ment of Hearts takes place Jan. 23-28, 
and chairperson Ernie Epp is very ap-
preciative of how the community has 
stepped up to make it happen.

“It’s been really good. We’ve had 
lots of positive things happen,” Epp 
said last week. “I think we’re really 
close to about 200 volunteers for the 
event. We put out the request for vol-
unteers and it was only a few short 
weeks and we had to cut it off  because 
the response was that great ... it was 
super easy.

“The response is not just individuals 
who are volunteering. The response 
from the business community and 
sponsorships has also been phenom-
enal,” he added, noting it was more 
than they had anticipated but ”that’s 
a wonderful challenge to have, and 
it’s great to see that too.”

Epp started initial meetings with 
CurlManitoba a year ago. The local 
committee then starting organizing 
back before summer to put a team 
together. There is an executive com-
mittee with fi ve chairs overseeing dif-

ferent areas of responsibility and 16 
sub-committees overall.

Morden has a great track record of 
coming through for major events like 
this, noted Epp.

“I’ve seen that fi rsthand with my 
role, so it’s humbling to see the num-
ber of people who are willing to give 
of their time to see something like this 
be successful.”

He noted the last time Morden host-
ed was in 2002 when Jennifer Jones 
won. Jones unfortunately won’t be 
here this year, as she earned a wild 
card for nationals, while Kerri Einar-
son won nationals last year so has a 
bye as the defending champions.

“But we’ve still got a lot of other 
good teams coming,” Epp said, citing 
the examples of the teams skipped by 
Kaitlyn Lawes, Kate Cameron, and 
Beth Peterson. “Those three teams 
themselves are high up in the nation-
al ratings.”

There is also a local team to cheer 
for with the young Carman foursome 
skipped by Shaela Hayward having 
qualifi ed to compete.

“I‘m expecting that there’s going to 
be a number of people from the Car-
man area who are family and friends 
and supporters in general who are 
going to be helping to fi ll the stands 
here,” said Epp. “It speaks volumes 

to the calibre of curling in Manitoba, 
not just today but into the future be-
cause there’s lots of good programs 
out there.”

Teams arrive Jan. 23, with curling 
going Jan. 24-28. Twelve teams will be 
playing in the round robin Wednes-
day to Friday, with three draws dai-
ly. The elimination playoff s then take 
place on the Saturday and Sunday.

More information can be found on-
line at morden2024.ca, where you 
can also purchase tickets for specif-
ic draws, certain days, or the entire 
event.

“Tickets have already been going re-
ally well. Curling Manitoba has told 
us it’s a really good response,” said 
Epp.

Another feature will be a fundrais-

ing elimination draw with just 400 
tickets. During the event, numbers are 
pulled out of a pail and removed from 
the board. There will be a prizes as it 
goes along, but the big prize is $8,000 
for the last number remaining.

“It’s intended to be a fundraiser for 
our curling club, and those tickets 
were already half sold,” Enns noted. 
“So they’re going fast.”

As the event draws closer, Enns 
looks forward to the excitement the 
Scotties will off er for everyone.

“The more teams that I saw, the 
more excited I got that this is going 
to be a lot of fun ... and we want it to 
be fun for the community, so we’re 
having a social event on the Saturday 
evening.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The 2024 Morden Scotties chair Ernie Epp (centre) purchased his elimination 
draw ticket from Jim Mutcheson and Shirley Sagert recently. The draw serves 
as a fundraiser for the local curling club. More information on that as well as the 
Scotties overall can be found at Morden2024.ca.

Holiday Smile Cookies 
for the Cheer Boards
The Morden Christmas Cheer Board got a big fi nancial boost last Friday with 
a donation from Tim Hortons. The recent Holiday Smile Cookie campaign 
brought in $8,589, to be split evenly between the Cheer Board and Tim Horton’s 
Foundation’s camps. “We were surprised actually at how well it went and how 
much money we were able to raise in a short period of time,” said co-owner Linda 
Doerksen. “This community always is so supportive of these campaigns.” Cheer 
Board chairperson Carolyn Schellenberg called it a big help. “We were expecting 
about 300 hampers, and our applications are over 360, so there’s a big diff erence 
that we have to fi nd money to cover for the hampers.” Winkler’s Tim Hortons also 
took part in the Holiday Cookie campaign, raising a total of $5,634, half of which 
was presented to the Winkler and District Christmas Cheer Board on Wednesday.

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
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Minds in Motion sessions in 
Altona, Carman in new year
By Lori Penner 

Living with Alzheimer’s or other 
forms of dementia can often be a lone-
ly and frustrating journey, but there 
is a program designed to lighten the 
path.

Minds in Motion will soon be 
launching their winter session. De-
signed by the Alzheimer’s Society of 
Manitoba, these unique weekly ses-
sions connect people living with early 
to moderate signs of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and other forms of dementia and 
their care partners through fi tness, 
fun, and friendship.

Regional coordinator Rebecca At-
kinson says not only is it a great way 
to learn new techniques for managing 
the disease, but it also creates positive 
connections.

During each two-hour session, par-
ticipants take part in a gentle exercise 
class followed by socially engaging 
activity and conversation.

“There are lots of laughs during 
these sessions,” Atkinson says, add-
ing there are many benefi ts to the pro-
gram.

While developing social skills, each 
activity is also intended to stimulate 
memory. Music, for example, is a 
powerful way to engage those with 
dementia. 

“We have a songbook, and we do 
a lot of singing,” says Atkinson. 
“There’s a strong connection between 
music, entertainment and memory.”

Storytelling is another highlight of 
each session. 

“We’re using verbal and visual cues. 
We want to ask questions to lead their 
brains to tell stories about what they 
saw, or how they felt. There’s lots of 
reminiscing and using the senses to 

get more out of their stories and pull 
more of their memories together.”

And there’s a secondary benefi t of 
attending. By care partners being 
there, they’re seeing how the facili-
tator is engaged and interacting with 
their person with dementia. 

“They’re learning techniques that 
they can take home with them,” At-
kinson said.

While the program has a practical 
purpose, Atkinsons stresses Minds in 
Motion is focused on fun. 

“We’re getting out of the house. 
We’re fi lling our time with things that 
are stimulating our minds, and exer-
cising our bodies, we’re socializing, 
and forming a sense of community.”

More than 22,000 Manitobans have 
Alzheimer’s or other forms of demen-
tia. This number is expected to nearly 
double to more than 40,000 in the next 
20 years. These conditions take their 
toll on those who battle them, as well 
as their families.

While there is no cure for Alzhei-
mer’s or dementia, and those aff ected 
will see symptoms gradually worsen. 
The Alzheimer Society of Manitoba 
says physical activity combined with 
mental and social stimulation, like the 
activities done in Minds in Motion, 
can help slow the disease’s progress.

“They’re not just trying to recall 
memories, they’re also creating new 
ones with their care partner. Positive 
memories,” says Atkinson. “There is 
a lot of fun and engagement we can 
still have with someone with demen-
tia. And this program creates a very 
inclusive environment to have a good 
time.”

The sessions, she adds, can also 
provide a weekly respite for the care 

partner where they can also have 
some fun while their loved one en-
gages with others. 

“It’s a change of routine, where you 
can watch your loved one smile and 
laugh in a forgiving environment 
where everyone understands.”

The biggest goal is helping people 
see that dementia is common, and 
that people with dementia can contin-
ue to be an active part of our lives.

“This person that you used to know 
isn’t the way they used to be. We have 
all those feelings, but if we engage 
them, there’s skills that work with 
people with dementia,” says Atkin-
son. “All those skills of reminiscing 
and remembering are all things we 
want to encourage people to do with 
people who have dementia. It’s im-
portant for care partners to see that 
not all their days have to feel like 
there’s nothing going on or there’s 
nothing inside. They can use this pro-

gram to see some life coming back 
and see some joy and engagement.”

In Altona, Minds in Motion will take 
place at Gardens on Tenth on Mon-
days from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Jan. 8-Feb. 
26. Register with Deandra at 204-324-
8945.

Sessions will also be held at the Car-
man Active Living Centre on Fridays 
from January 12 (skipping January 
26) until March 8. Register with Linda 
at 204-745-2356 or carmanalc@gmail.
com.

Come for the fi rst session for free to 
see if you like it. Then it’s $65/pair for 
the eight-week program.

Minds in Motion off ers both in-per-
son and online options. Dates, times, 
and registration information for all 
current Minds in Motion sessions can 
be found at alzheimer.mb.ca/mind-
sinmotion. 

You can also reach Atkinson at 204-
325-5634.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Minds in Motion is a program for people living with Alzheimer’s disease or another 
dementia and their caregivers. The next local sessions are in Altona and Carman 
starting next month.

Celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas with Habitat for Humanity
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Habitat for Humanity Mor-
den-Winkler chapter’s annual 12 
Days of Christmas fundraiser is back 
this year with a much more varied ar-
ray of prizes.

After a few years of off ering bottles 
of wine  as prizes, this year organizers 
have reached out to local businesses 
for donations of gift cards and other 
goodies.

“Our prizes this year are really awe-
some,” shares Habitat’s Christina 
Falk. “They’re all donated prizes —we 
didn’t  spend anything, which is great 
because we usually do spend some 
money on this.”

By broadening the scope of prizes to 
gift cards to a huge list of local busi-
nesses—from Fruit ‘N More, Sheer 
Bliss, and Morden Nurseries to Coff ee 
Culture, Domino’s Pizza, and Frank 
& Olive, to name just a few—Falk 
says they hope to appeal to more sup-
porters than ever.

“[Wine] doesn’t necessarily include 
everyone who would want to partic-
ipate, so we decided to change it up 
and see if local businesses wanted to 
take part, and we just got so much 
response,” she says. “The prizes are 
higher in value than we’ve ever had.”

All in, the total value of prizes this 
year is $1,875, the daily prizes steadi-

ly growing in value all the way up to 
the top two prize packs.

The second-place prize package, 
which will be drawn for on Day 11, in-
cludes gift cards to Flavours of Mexi-
co, My Boba Lab, and a one-night stay 
at Best Western Plus Winkler.

The fi rst-place prize package for 
Day 12 features a 42” television from 
Canadian Tire, $100 cash from Gallery 
Wealth Management, and a Valley 
Bakery gift card.

You can track down the full prize list 
through the chapter’s pages on Face-
book or Instagram.

The way the 12 Days of Christmas 
works is, starting on Christmas Day, 

organizers will draw one winner and 
also randomly eliminate 25 other 
players (“They’re kicked off  the is-
land, Survivor style,” Falk explains), 
bettering the odds for those who re-
main.

A new winner and a group of ad-
ditional eliminated participants will 
be announced every day until  just 
a handful are left for the fi nal days. 
Eventually just two grand prize win-
ners will be left standing for the last 
ticket draw on Jan. 5.

Tickets are $25 each and are available 
by emailing fundraising@wm.habitat.
mb.ca to arrange for payment. 

Continued on page 13



 We have a great selection of brands, 
ranging from the budget conscious tire 

to the top name brands like Bridgestone 
Blizzak and Michelin Xice Snow, 

and many in between. And we are an 
MPIC winter tire program dealer, which 
allows you to finance your winter or all 

weather tire purchase for 1-4 years.

For those of you that hate climbing into 
a cold car in our frigid Manitoba winters, 

we sell and install remote starters for 
many makes and models!!

Call today and get a quote 
so that you don’t have to freeze 

inside your car while it warms up!

Open Monday through Saturday.  Call today to see how we can take care of you 204-325-0641

Not too late for great deals on winter tires!

But we do so much 
more than just tires! 

From all of us to all of you, Merry Christmas and  a Happy New Year.

On behalf of Shane and the staff at Canadian Tire Auto Service, we want to thank 
all of you for your business in 2023 and we look forward to seeing you in 2024.

including transmission and differentials
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A Special Note from
Bill Klassen Auctions
First of all, we would like to thank this incredible community
to which we have belonged to for so many years. Your support
over the last 55 years is appreciated beyond words. Over the last
few months your prayers, thoughts and continued support have
carried us through this very difficult time.
It is with heavy hearts, that we announce the closing of 
Bill Klassen Auctions.
Bill was the founder, pulse and voice of this company.Without
him, Bill Klassen Auctions is simply not Bill Klassen Auctions.
So now, as Bill would so often say at the close of an auction,
‘That’s it! That’s all! Thank you all for coming out today and
have a safe trip home!’
We would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a
safe and Happy New Year.
-   Karen Klassen, the Klassen Family, Kayla Elias and the Bill

Klassen Auctions Team.

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

‘That’s it! That’s all! 
Thank you all for coming 

out today and have 
a safe trip home!’

Reaching out to Tabor residents

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
A Ukrainian-based educational program in Morden did its part recently to help 
spread some Christmas spirit. Throughout December, the students of the LEADER 
cultural and educational center were involved in a special initiative where they 
became Secret Santas, spreading kindness and Christmas cheer to the residents 
of Tabor Home. “The students were delighted to receive cards from several ladies 
along with pictures and some lovely crafts such as wreaths and origami,” shared 
Galina Churikova. “The joy on the children’s faces was heartwarming.”

Only 200 tickets are available and 
they’re going fast.

“We’ve sold over 100 so far,” Falk 
said last week, noting sales will con-
tinue until Saturday, Dec. 23. Past 
years have sold out completely.

If it’s another sold-out year for 
the fundraiser, it stands to bring in 
$5,000 for the chapter.

“With all the prizes being donat-
ed, it’s just pure fundraising for us, 
which is really great,” Falk says, 
explaining that the money will be 
used to help build a home in Win-

kler for Congolese immigrants Bin-
wa and Idolo (last name withheld 
at the request of Habitat) and their 
three children. The family have al-
ready gotten started on the sweat 
equity required of Habitat families 
by volunteering in the community.

Falk estimates they still have about 
$125,000 to raise before they can get 
to work on what will be the sixth 
build in Morden-Winkler. They 
hope to get shovels in the ground 
sometime in 2024.

>  HABITAT, FROM PG. 11
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DRIVE THRU OIL CHANGE

611 Main St., Winkler
(next to Co-op Car Wash)

204.325.8100
www.viplube.ca

Store Hours:
Monday to Saturday is 9am-6pm 

Closed Sunday 

25% OFF
We are an approved oil, 

filter, container & antifreeze 
drop-off recycling location!

HAVE 
VEHICLES

AND

By Raegan Hedley

Instead of counting the number of 
holiday parties you’re going to, what 
if you counted birds instead? From 
Dec. 14 to Jan. 5, the Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC), North America’s lon-
gest-running citizen science project, 
takes place, and anyone interested 
can participate.

The CBC was created in 1900 by con-
servationists to encourage the pub-
lic to count birds instead of hunting 
them. According to the offi  cial rules, 
each count is done in a circle with a 
24-kilometre diameter. Each circle has 
a compiler who selects a count day, 
coordinates with the volunteers and 
divides everyone up to cover the cir-
cle depending on how many people 
are participating, and if they are solo 
or going out in groups. 

Pending weather disruptions, 21 
counts will occur across Manitoba 
this year.

Volunteer birders receive checklists, 
signs that say “Christmas Bird Count 
In Progress” (if they are driving) and 
maps outlining their allocated area. 
They then travel by foot, ski, snow-
shoe or vehicle to look, listen and re-
cord the number and types of birds 

they see. Volunteers can also watch 
their feeders and count from indoors, 
or use a combination of methods to 
count the birds in their area. Often, 
at the end of the count day, everyone 
gathers to enjoy refreshments and 
discuss what they saw. 

“I like the comradeship,” said Bon-
nie Chartier, the organizer for the 
Gimli count. “It’s a small community, 
and it’s fun to catch up with people.”

In addition to organizing the Gim-
li count on Dec. 19, she helps count 
in other circles since she’s an expe-
rienced birder. However, you don’t 
need to be an experienced birder to 
participate in the CBC. 

“With new people, you make sure to 
put them with someone who’s an ex-
perienced birder so they can learn the 
diff erences between a northern hawk 
owl and a great gray owl, for exam-
ple,” says Charlier.

The information volunteers docu-
ment through the CBC is important 
for assessing long-term trends in the 
bird populations of North America. 
Gerald Machnee, the organizer for the 
Selkirk CBC, says that some birds are 
not observed every year, while a few 
have been observed only a few times 
in 30 years.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Bird watchers are invited to take part in the annual Christmas bird count starting 
Dec. 23. Christmas bird counters are hoping to see the pair of Northern Cardinals 
that have been frequenting the southeast portion of Carman.

Manitoba’s 123rd Christmas Bird Count is underway around the province

“There have been a few birds that 
should not be here for the CBC, espe- Continued on page 19
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204.325.2254

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!
Wishing you the best during your 
holidays and into the new year!

info@mordennurseries.com
@mordennurseries

DISCOVER CAREER 
TRAINING CLOSE TO HOME

rrc.ca/winkler

Happy 
Holidays! 

Finally, the City of Winkler  is off er-
ing security to Access for those down 
payment loans. 

“The idea was to try to fi nd ways to 
help people into home ownership,” 
explains Mayor Henry Siemens, who 
notes this program has been in the 
works for months as one way city 
leaders are trying  to address the 
housing shortage in the community.

“We hear regularly that it’s diffi  -
cult for people to save for a down 
payment, that’s it’s diffi  cult to buy a 
home,” he says. “If the City was going 
to be involved, we wanted to make 
sure that there was something real 
here, that there was some meat on the 

>  HEADSTART TO A HOME, FROM PG. 2

bones [to help 
people].”

The City of 
Winkler will be 
setting aside 
$360,000 per  
year into a GIC 
account under 
the program. 

“The City of 
Winkler will 
guarantee that 
down payment 
for those fi ve 
years,” Siemens 
explains, not-
ing that should 
a home buyer 
default, the City 
would be on the 
hook for half of 
the down pay-
ment amount.

“I think that 
was the biggest 
part of the piece 
that left us a lit-
tle bit leery,” he 
acknowledges. 
“We’re excited 
about the oppor-
tunity to help 
people get into 
home owner-
ship, people that 
may otherwise 
be years down 
the road before 
they can save 
enough money 
for a down pay-
ment, or poten-
tially some never 
being able to get 
there because 
they spend the 
majority of their 
money on rent 
... but we don’t 
want to put city 
money at risk.”

That said, giv-
en the fact that 
home values in 

Winkler are on an upward trend, city 
council is confi dent that even if this 
program does result in the odd de-
faulted loan, the homes in question 
will be worth far more than originally 

priced, greatly lessening the fi nancial 
risk.

“Even in the very rare situation that 
there’s a default, the home itself will 
be worth more, it will sell for more 
... and we would quickly be made 
whole,” Siemens says, noting the pro-
gram is modelled after a similar one 
run by a community in Saskatche-
wan, which sold hundreds of homes 
and had a near-zero default rate. 

The Winkler version is starting with 
a two-year trial period, but should 
Headstart prove a success, Siemens 
could see it running much longer and 
in other areas of town.

“All of us are doing this pilot pro-
gram with a set number of units, a set 
number of time where it gives us an 
opportunity to learn things that may 

Continued on page 16

“WE HEAR REGULARLY THAT 
IT’S DIFFICULT FOR PEOPLE 
TO SAVE FOR A DOWN PAY-
MENT, THAT IT’S DIFFICULT 
TO BUY A HOME.”
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www.fhwlaw.ca
(204) 325-4615

1 – 880 J 15th ST.
WINKLER

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!

oiceVoiceV Winkler Morden
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A Happy New YearA Happy New Year
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OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
December 22December 22ndnd, 2023 - January 1, 2023 - January 1stst, 2024, 2024

Opening January 2Opening January 2ndnd, 2024, 2024

help us improve this program and 
fi gure out should it be extended or 
should it be rolled out elsewhere?”

Lux Construction Inc. owner Rich-
ard Dyck says housing has certainly 
been a hot-button topic in the com-

>  HEADSTART TO A HOME, FROM PG. 15 munity for years. He’s eager to be 
part of the solution.

“Because we’re developers and 
builders in the community, we want 
to do something to give back to the 
community,” he says. “Building a city, 
it’s not just about making money.”

This could be a life-changing pro-
gram for many Winkler families, 
Dyck says.

“People don’t have $15,000 [for a 
down payment], but this way they 

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be recognized 
by a local organization for volunteer service? A hometown hero? A 
sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or expansion? A senior 
celebrating their 100th birthday? A young entrepreneur starting out?

Share your story ideas via email to 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888

What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you

Continued on page 18

“BUILDING A CITY, IT’S 
NOT JUST ABOUT MAKING 
MONEY.”



Dear valued readers and advertisers,
We would like to express our sincerest gratitude 
for your unwavering support over the past year. 
Our community newspaper wouldn’t be possible 
without you. Thank you!

Moving forward, we’ll continue to publish stories 
that have a direct impact on our community.
You can continue to trust us to provide verified and 
timely coverage of the issues that matter most to you.

As we head into the holiday season, we want you 
to know that your support is our most treasured gift. 
We feel fortunate to have you on our side, 
and we hope you have a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Happy 
holidays, 
and best 
wishes
for 2024!

our side, 

Interlake

For all your printing and publishing needs
GGraphicsraphics
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Thank you to our 
dedicated team: 
Administrative, 
Editorial, Sales 
& Marketing, 

Graphic Design and 
Distribution
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Brett Mitchell
Brian Bowman

Brittany Hiebert
Christy Brown
Corrie Sargent
Dan Anderson
Debbie Strauss
Dennis Young
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Gloria Thomas
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Lorraine Stevenson
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Patricia Barrett
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Rayme Thomson
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Ty Dilello
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Glen Weaver

Gwen Ross
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Jonathon Farmer
Kathy Walmuth
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Matthieu Meier
Michelle Bukoske
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Mollie Meier
Rick Roy

Rita Mueller
Sam Reimer

Sheila Escueta
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carriers
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Alayna Daniels
Carri Kroeker
Steve Kroeker
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David Kunz
Eileen Kunz
Katy Kunz

Lucas Goodine-Nield
Tamara Peters
Graydon Funk
Dylan Peters
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Luka Kushnir
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Matvey Martynov
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Katie Dominguez-
Laskowski

Michelle Laskowski
Gateway Resources

David Klassen
Leona Hildebrand

Luke Reimer
Levi Driedger

Trepp Fehr
Aiden Berg

Lisa Sawatzky
Milo Hildebrand
Annelore White

Mary Wall
Joshua Siemens

Sebastian Siemens
Judy Harder

Austin Krahn
Nora Loewen

Bentley Loewen
Elyse Penner
Ella Penner

Quinn Friesen
Kevin Kort
Celina Kort
Daylan Kort

Slava Pak
Nikita Pak
Viola Pak

Alia Overton 
Jaidynn Overton

Rylan Klassen
Camryn Harder
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Bektur Kuchkachov
Richard Dyck

Kiera Dyck
Mark Bochkov

Andrea Hiebert
Arjei Hildebrand
Lucas Hildebrand

Vladyslav 
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Elias Kandt

Arianna Hiebert
Lucas Boger
Jason Boger

Grace Whitman
Emily Whitman
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130-30 Stephen St., Morden, MB  R6M 2G3
Phone: (204) 822-4474     Fax: (204) 822-6886

www.menziesmedical.ca

385 Main St. Winkler, MB R6W 1J2
Phone: 204.325.4312   Fax: 204.325.4594

www.cwwiebemedical.ca

Both clinics will be operating regular hours through the holiday season 
except for these listed days.

Regular clinic and urgent care hours except:
Clinic and Urgent Care closed – Dec. 25 and 26

Clinic and Urgent Care closed – Jan. 1

Regular Clinic and Walk In hours except:
Dec 22 - 10:00AM-4:30PM Clinic and 10:30AM-4:30PM Walk 

In with online registration at 9:30AM and in 
person registration at 10:00AM. 

Dec 25 & 26 and Jan 1 Clinic and Walk in closed
Regular Clinic Hours - Mon - Fri 8:30AM-5:30PM

Regular Walk in Hours - Mon - Fri 10:30AM - 4:30PM with online 
registration at 8:00AM and in person registration at 8:30AM

  team@jimsmithaccounting.ca    www.jimsmithaccounting.ca

Best wishes 
to All!

North Perimeter and Sturgeon Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba

www.leoscaseih.com
Toll Free: 1 866-694-4978

Thanking our customers for 
their valued support for over 

83 years of continuous service

Hope Your Holiday Season 
Is the Complete Package!

Merry Christmas, and thanks 
for giving us so much to be 

grateful for this year!

www.janzenspaint.com
204-325-8387

Merry Christmas and our best 
wishes and appreciation for 
the friends and neighbors 
who have been such an 

important part of this year!

Sharing Thanks,
Joy & Goodwill

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS

thank you for your support over the past year

(204) 822-4448
4 - 75 Thornhill St., 

Morden, MB

From our family to yours: 
Merry Christmas!

Best wishes to our neighbors and friends for an 
unforgettable Christmas and a Happy New Year!

can get in and build up equity in their own home,” he says.  
“It’s a great opportunity for families.”

Work has already begun on the duplex units, and Dyck 
expects the fi rst families will begin moving in the fi rst few 
months of the new year.

Market value on the homes is expected to be around 
$313,900 before the $10,000 discount from Lux.

Access Credit Union is also excited to play a role in the 
program.

“Innovative partnerships like these highlight our connec-
tions into the communities we serve,” says president and 
CEO Larry Davey. “We are a local fi nancial institution that 
is successful because we have built these relationships with 
municipalities and other organizations that have similar 
values. 

“Homeowners are community builders,” he adds. “They 
invest back into their communities in many ways, not just 
purchasing their home but shopping local, working lo-
cal, and volunteering local. That’s good for everyone who 
wants to dream, build, and live in Winkler or in any com-
munity that supports innovative programs like this.”

Lux is working with Choice Realty on the sale of the 

>  HEADSTART TO A HOME, FROM PG. 16 homes. Further details about the du-
plexes and the entire Headstart pro-
gram can be found at choicerealtyltd.
com.

Qualifi ed families will need to be 
approved for the program and a 
mortgage by Access Credit Union. 
The home needs to be owner-occu-
pied and the maximum annual family 
income to qualify for this program is 
$125,000.
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TICKETS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE @

curlmanitoba.org/viterra-championship 
and can be picked up at the 

TOWN OF STONEWALL OFFICE
2 9 3  M A I N  S T R E E T

or at the 

STONEWALL CURLING CLUB BAR
5 0 0  M A I N  S T R E E T

cially the yellow-rumped warbler that 
was counted in 2015,” says Machnee. 
“They will not survive once the tem-
perature goes below about –20 C.”

Manitoba’s collective CBC data re-
sults from hundreds of hours of ob-
servation and thousands of kilome-
tres covered by volunteers. Last year, 
the house sparrow counted the most 
(21,213 times) followed by the com-
mon redpoll (6546 times), then snow 
buntings (5824 times). 

James Duncan is the creator of Dis-
cover Owls, a retired conservation 
zoologist, and the organizer for the 
Balmoral CBC for almost 30 years. 
Duncan says that doing and pub-
lishing scientifi c research plays an 
essential role. Still, unless you get the 
public invested and involved by mak-
ing nature a part of their lives, the re-
search alone lacks the “conservation 
punch” needed to drive change.

”It’s reasonably easy for the gen-
eral public to participate in, and it 
provides people with an opportu-
nity to have fun with family and 
friends while having these experi-
ences counting birds…[and] making 
valuable contributions to our knowl-
edge of bird populations,” said Dun-
can. “Most importantly, they become 
stronger advocates against things that 
may impact birds…because they’ve 
been getting up close and personal 
counting them.”

Chartier has been birding for almost 
30 years. She remembers wondering 
what made birding so interesting un-
til she saw a common redpoll through 
binoculars for the fi rst time.

“I’ve been birding since I was a 
young person in Churchill. It started 
because I was just curious what all 
these ladies in goofy hats were look-
ing at. I spotted a small brown bird 
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>  BIRD COUNT, FROM PG. 14 with a red cap and a red chest. After 
that, I wanted to see what they all 
look like up close. When you see them 
through binoculars, it’s so diff erent.”

If you are interested in participating 
in the Morden Christmas Bird Count 
on Dec. 23, contact Ben Ginter at 

68144ben@gmail.com.
In addition to the Manitoba CBCs, 

there are also opportunities for kids 
to learn how to count birds through 
a program called CBC 4 Kids. You can 
fi nd the nearest CBC 4 Kids through 
the Birds Canada website.

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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What’s Christmas Story?
We received so many creative entries for our writing contest this 
year! Here are our winners, along with a few other favourites.

GRAND PRIZE, KINDERGARTEN TO GR. 4: JENEBA RICHARD-TURAY, GR. 3, WINKLER

GRAND PRIZE, GRADE 5-8: ELLA THIESSEN, GR. 6, PLUM COULEE SCHOOL
THE SLEDDING 
CATASTROPHE

“Come on,” Sue begged, “Go with 
caroling with us. It will be fun!”

“NO!’’ I said for fi fth time. “I know 
your plan.”

 “What plan?’’ Sue snorted.
 “What was that meeting about last 

month?” I asked sarcastically. “Oh 
yeah, how you were planning to go 
caroling at the NORTH POLE!” I ex-
claimed.

“Come on Lacey! It will be an amaz-
ing adventure!’’ Sue said, trying to 
persuade me. 

“Okay fi ne I’ll—” 
“You’ll do it!’’ Sue squealed, inter-

rupting me.
 I took a deep breath and calmly 

said, “I’ll think about it.”
“Fine,” Sue grumbled.
 Sue was in my room staying for a 

sleepover, but I think her real intent 
was to persuade me to go caroling at 
the North Pole. 

“Come on let’s go sledding,” I an-
nounced 

We quickly put on our snowsuits, 
raced outside and grabbed the 
two-person sled. We walked to the 
giant snow hill by the woods. When 

Sue and I got there we climbed up the 
hill. When we reached the top, I got 
into the sled fi rst and Sue got on sec-
ond.

“THREE, TWO, ONE...GO!” we 
yelled in unison. We took off  at the 
speed of lightning. Before I knew 
what was happening, we hit a bump 
and went off  track into the woods! 
Suddenly, I was swept away. I was 
being tossed and turned all over the 
place. 

After what seemed like forever I 
plopped into a snowbank! I sat in the 
snow, dazed by what had just hap-
pened. I was still sitting there when 
I heard screaming. I glanced up and 
saw Sue plummeting through the sky 
towards me! 

“Ahhhhhh!” I screamed as I scram-
bled out of the way just in time as Sue 
landed with a thud behind me. 

She glanced around and simply 
said, “Cool.” 

I stood up and helped her to her feet. 
“Where are we?” I asked.

Sue’s eyes went wide as she looked 
at something behind me. She opened 
her mouth in a silent “Oh” as I felt 
a hard tap on my shoulder. I turned 
around to see a reindeer towering 
over me, his red, glowing nose in my 

face. 
“Eh kid, ya from around here?” he 

said in a loud voice. 
I jumped back into my friend, who 

was still gawking at the big creature. 
“Lacey, it’s a reindeer that can talk!” 

Sue squealed.
“Rudolph is the name,” he said 

proudly. “I’m sure you’ve heard 
about me leading Santa’s sleigh last 
year.” 

“Umm ... does that mean we’re at 
the North Pole?” Sue questioned Ru-
dolph.

“Are we at the North Pole?” he re-
peated sarcastically. “Where else 
would we be?” Rudolph snickered. 

I noticed that Sue was shivering. 
Apparently, Rudolph noticed that too 
and he asked if we wanted to visit 
Mrs. Claus to warm up with some hot 
cocoa and a candy cane. We got a ride 
on his back, and we stopped at a little 
cottage that had a warm glow coming 
from inside. As we knocked on the 
door, a pleasant old lady answered. 

“Hello there,” she said kindly and 
invited us inside. “Are you here for 
the race?”Mrs. Claus questioned. 

Sue perked up and asked with ex-
citement, “What race?”

 “Well,” said Mrs. Claus, “the cele-

bration that Santa throws for his elves 
for fi nishing up the presents in the 
workshop in time for Christmas. Do 
you know how to ride reindeer?” she 
asked. 

“Riding a reindeer can’t be that 
hard,” mumbled Sue, 

“Sure! We’ll do it!” I quickly ex-
claimed before Mrs. Claus changed 
her mind about us joining.

At the racetrack there was a buzz 
of excitement in the air, elves were 
leading their favourite reindeer to the 
starting line. Sue and I hopped on to 
Rudolph and suddenly Santa yelled, 

“On your mark, get set, GO!”
We took off  at top speed down the 

track with Blitzen on our heels, 
“Faster!” I encouraged Rudoph. 
As we were rounding the last turn 

we were pulling ahead of Dasher. The 
fi nish line was in sight. The second 
we crossed the fi nish line Santa said, 
“Rudolph wins!” I was so excited, but 
then I realized we were fl ying!

“Bye! Thanks for everything,” I 
yelled as I waved to Santa. Rudolph 
fl ew us home just in time to join the 
caroling group, and guess what the 
fi rst song was? Yup, Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer!

It was the best Christmas ever! 

SANTA’S LITTLE HELPERS
“Come on,” Sue said, “Go caroling 

with us. It will be fun!” 
“But what if I mess up?” said Teresa. 
“You’ve been practicing for a month 

already!” replied Sue. 
“Why do I have to come?” Teresa 

whined. 
“Because you can’t stay home alone. 

Only I can stay home alone because I 
am older than you. And I want to go 
caroling!’’ Sue retorted. “Even your 
friends Laura and Emily are coming. 
And we’re caroling all the way un-
til 12:00 am and we’ll probably get a 
treat when we get home,” Sue said 
convincingly.

‘’Ok, I changed my mind. I want to 
come’’ Teresa said quickly.

“Good. Now go get your caroling 
book before the others get here,’’ Sue 
instructed.

Ding! dong! 

“They’re here Teresa!’’ Sue said 
loudly. Sue opened the door.

“Where’s Teresa?’’ said Laura.
“She will be here in a second. She is 

upstairs getting her caroling book,” 
Sue answered. 

“Laura! Emily! You’re here!’’ Teresa 
exclaimed.

‘’Oh great, can we go now?’’ com-
plained Sue.

‘’Okay Sue’’ Teresa said.
They went outside and to their 

neighbor’s house. Then they sang one 
song and their neighbors, Mrs. Hill 
and Mr. Hill, let them in for hot choc-
olate. Mr. and Mrs. Hill let them stay 
all the way until 12:00 am.

When they got home their parents 
were not there! 

“Where are our parents?” Teresa 
said worriedly.

“Go check if the car is in the garage,” 
Sue instructed.

“The car’s not here,” Teresa replied. 
“Let’s go to bed now,” yawned Sue.
“Okay,” Teresa said sleepily.
They woke up 30 minutes later after 

they came home. They woke up to a 
surprise to see their mom and dad 
dressed in elf costumes with Santa. 
Santa quickly disappeared into thin 
air before the girls saw him.

“Mom! Dad!” Sue and Teresa said 
with surprise, “What are you doing in 
those elf costumes?” 

“Girls, it is time we tell you we are 
two of Santa’s helpers, with Laura’s 
mom and Emily’s mom and dad,” 
Dad answered.

“Can we tell Laura and Emily?” the 
girls said.

“No! It’s a secret. Do not tell any-
body.”

That night Sue heard a noise com-
ing from the roof. Sue woke up Tere-
sa and headed outside and they saw 

that Santa had left his sleigh with his 
reindeer on the roof. They got a lad-
der from the shed and put it against 
the house.

Sue said, “Come on, climb up the 
ladder.”

“Wait, we’re actually going to climb 
up there?” Teresa said worriedly.

Sue hopped right into the sleigh. 
Then Teresa said, “Are you doing 
what I think you’re going to do?”

“Yup,” answered Sue.
“Wait, wait, wait – stop! Why are 

you fl ying the sleigh? You don’t know 
how to control it!”

A second later, they were up in the 
air above their house.

“Wheeeee!” Sue screamed.
“What are you doing?” Teresa 

yelled. “Ahhhhhh!”
Sue thought the whole neighbor-

hood could hear Teresa screaming. 
Continued on page 21
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WHAT SANTA WANTS FOR CHRISTMAS
It was almost Christmas. Mrs. Claus sneaked into Santa’s 

room to fi nd his Christmas list that he hid in his room. Once 
she found his list in a trap door, she looked at it.

This is his list:
1. Shiny red paint, in case I need to paint my sleigh.
2. New reindeer, in case my others get old.
3. A soft cat to make me feel warm inside.
4. New socks ‘cause our dog named Fluff y broke my other 

ones.
Mrs. Claus went to the store to buy the things that Santa 

wanted for Christmas. 
At the store she found some red paint. It was not shiny red 

paint but she bought it anyway. She put a check by it. 
She looked in the pet store but there was no reindeer there 

so she bought a bear and put antlers on it and said, “I do not 
think Santa would notice”

 After Mrs. Claus was done shopping she went home. At 
home she wrapped the presents but wasn’t sure how to 
wrap up the bear. So she put the bear outside by the garage. 

A few days passed by and Christmas was in two days. 
Santa was hoping that he would get what he wanted. 

It was fi nally Christmas Eve. Santa went outside for some 
fresh air. When he got outside he saw a BEAR. Santa was 
so terrifi ed. 

He went inside and told Mrs. Claus about the bear. She 
just told him to wait for it to go away, but it never did. 

It was fi nally Christmas and Santa was excited to get pres-
ents. First he had a nap. He was awake all night bringing 
presents to the children. 

After a two-hour nap Santa went to the living room to 
open presents. When Santa got there he only saw three 
presents for him so he asked Mrs. Claus if she had a fourth 
present for him. She didn’t say anything about it. 

After opening up the red paint, red socks and a cat, Mrs. 
Claus took him outside and showed the bear and told him 
that there was no reindeer. 

Santa laughed until they almost fainted.

Santa fi nally said, “I could use just this one 
bear to guide the sleigh and it would be strong 
enough.”

Santa tried riding his sleigh with the bear 
guiding it. Santa had a blast.

—Jayda Funk, Gr. 4, Winkler

WHAT I LIKE ABOUT WINTER!
I like to skate with my friends, and drink hot 

chocolate so that we stay warm.
I like Christmas, because Jesus was born, and 

I like the presents.
I like sledding, because it is fun going down 

the hill.
I like building snowmen, because I like to take 

snow.
I like to walk in snow because the snow is so 

soft, but not always.
I like to slide down hills when it’s slippery.
I like to do snow angels because I like to look 

at the snow angels.
—Kaylee Scheling, 9, Blumenfeld School

CALEB’S BEST CHRISTMAS
“Is Dad coming this Christmas, Mom?!” 

whined Caleb. Caleb was 12 years old and 
hadn’t seen his dad since he was four. 

“I’m not sure,” replied his mother.
 “But he has to come. It’s Christmas Eve!” said 

Caleb in a sad voice.
“I’m sorry, Caleb, I really don’t know,” replied 

his mother, worried about how disappointed 
Caleb may be this Christmas. 

That night Caleb dreamed not of dancing sug-
ar plums but of the person he loved most: his 
dad. 

On Christmas morning Caleb ran straight 
downstairs and went to the front door and 
waited and waited and waited until the door-
bell rang. 

“HE’S HERE! HE’S FINALLY HERE!” 
screamed Caleb as he swung open the door to 
see ... the postman.

 “I’ve got a special letter from your dad,” said 
the postman. 

Caleb ripped the letter from the postman’s 
hands slammed the door and ran to the couch 
and read the letter ...

Dear Caleb,
I can’t make it home for Christmas this year. Sorry 

champ.
Love, Dad
After Caleb read the letter, he stormed to his 

room and slammed the door. 
An hour or so later the doorbell rang again, 

and Caleb couldn’t keep himself from seeing 
who it was. He opened his bedroom door just a 
crack and standing there in the front doorway 
was his dad. 

“DAD!” yelled Caleb as he ran down the 
stairs and gave his dad a big bear hug.

 “I thought you couldn’t make it,” said Caleb.
“Let’s say, plans change,” replied Caleb’s 

dad, and then he turned around and waved to 
a man riding in a red sleigh pulled by reindeer. 

And at that moment Caleb knew that Santa 
had read his letter and had got him exactly 
what he wanted for Christmas.

“Dad, I am so glad you are home!” said Caleb 
with a huge smile on his face.

“Me too, son. Me too. Merry Christmas,” said 
Caleb’s father as they stood together for the 

fi rst time in eight years.
—Wyatt Penner, Gr. 6, Plum Coulee School

SANTA’S WISH LIST:
Nice girls and boys because it makes him 

smile to be kind.
A star to help his sleigh fl y.
Hammer to hammer bolts in toys.
Toque with light on it to read books.
Candy canes to eat. 

—Kenton Harrison, Kindergarten, Morden

THE SPARKLING SCROLL
One fi ne snowy evening, a girl named Sally 

was begging her parents if she could go look at 
lights around the neighborhood. 

Sally’s parents were okay with it as long as she 
got back by 10, which was the perfect amount 
of time for Sally.

So Sally set off  on her little twinkle walk. Sal-
ly was excited. She had never gone to look at 
lights by herself before. 

The fi rst house Sally went to was Mrs. Cros-
by’s house. It was always decorated so beau-
tifully. Sally loved going there. She loved the 
twinkling mini lights that hang upon the 
HUGE Christmas tree in her front yard. 

Now, as Sally was on her way to the next 
house, something strange happened. Sally 
heard bells ringing, but she just thought it was 
carolers jingling their bells they brought. But, 
as Sally was about to roll her eyes, she looked 
up into the star-fi lled sky and in the midst of 
the clouds she thought she could almost see 
Santa riding his reindeer through the crisp 
night, over the moon and across the stars.

Sally stopped to think why Santa would cross 
the sky before at least 12. But then she realized 
that, sometimes, Santa probably just wanted to 
be early. So she keeps on with her walk and en-
joys whatever lights there were.

Soon Sally seems to be coming up on her 
house. 

“Well, I guess this is it for the year”, Sally says 
to herself, a little sad. But before Sally could 
say it was for sure it for the year, a paper came 
fl oating down with the snow, just like a snow-
fl ake. 

It was crumpled and torn, it looked like it had 
been tossed around, but Sally grabbed it out of 
the air with a slight tug. 

“A scroll,” she said as she unfolded it. “I won-
der if it says anything. I’ll just take a little peek.”

So Sally looked at the paper. She read the 
top and realized that SHE, Sally Winters, was 
holding THE original “Santa’s Wish List.” She 
could NOT believe her eyes. The wish list read:

Santa’s Wish List
- New sleigh
- Improvement on workshop
- More girl elves, less boys
- Lose some weight
- Baby reindeer
- Huge wreath
- Card from each child
- Child of our own
- Cat named Jolly
- Huge Christmas tree

—Kaydence Wiebe, 9, Blumenfeld School

Soon enough they landed smoothly back on their roof-
top. Teresa quickly jumped out of the sleigh. 

“Hoo-wee! I’m out!” Teresa said in relief.
“That was crazy fun!” Sue exclaimed.
“No! That wasn’t!” Teresa retorted.
The girls ran inside to the fi replace and then they 

thought that they heard jingle bells coming from the 
roof.

“Come on, let’s check the roof again,” Sue instructed.
“Nope! There’s no way I’m going up there again,” Te-

resa answered.
“You’re going if I’m going.”
“Fine,” Teresa said as she rolled her eyes.
They climbed up the ladder and they saw Santa. He 

was trying to start his sleigh.
“What’s the problem, Santa?” Teresa said.
“Hmmm…my sleigh is not fl ying. It needs the right 

person.”
“Can we try starting it?” Sue asked.
“Sure!” replied Santa.
Suddenly the reindeer started fl oating up, and then 

the sleigh did as well. They all quickly hopped in before 
it fl oated off  into the winter sky. Soon they landed on 
Emily’s house. They snuck through the chimney.

“How do you do this every year?” Teresa wondered.
“It’s all in the Christmas magic!” answered Santa.
Right after they left Emily’s house, Santa dropped 

them off  on their roof.
Teresa said, “Bye-bye Santa!” just before he disap-

peared into the snowy sky.
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Continued on page 22



22   The Voice  Thursday, December 21, 2023

BEST PARTS OF WINTER
My favorite part about winter is 

playing hockey on the smooth ice be-
cause I am a good hockey player. 

ONE of my other favorite parts 
about winter is making massive dirty 
snow balls. 

I love playing in the snow because I 
love making cool snow angels. 

I love winter because we can make 
snow forts. 

I love snow because I get to go ice 
fi shing with my family. 

One of my favorite things to do is 
having snow fi ghts with my brother. 

I love going to the Morden Park 
with my friend because we can build 
a slide. 

I love playing snow soccer in the 
wintertime because it is very slippery 
outside. 

One of my favorite things about 
winter is Christmas! I love Christmas 
because you get to set up the Christ-
mas tree and you get lots of presents 
and candy. 

One other thing I love about Christ-
mas is you can have family gather-
ings. My favorite thing to do at fam-
ily gatherings is eating desserts. My 
favorite dessert out of them all is va-
nilla ice cream with chocolate chips. 

—Nash Toews, 
Gr. 4, Morden

THE CHRISTMAS FUN
In the winter I like having presents 

because I like to see what is in them. 
My other thing is making a snow 

fort because it is so nice and cozy with 
some creamy hot chocolate. With a 
snowy chair drinking my creamy hot 
chocolate. 

In winter I love the light because I 
see beautiful changing coloured lights 
everywhere I go. My eyes glow so 
much that I feel like I am going blind. 

This is my favorite thing to see: 
smiles on people’s faces. It brings joy 
to me. Even babies bring joy to me. 

I also like curling because all I want 
is to win, but my sister gives us a 
point and I get so excited that I feel 
awesome. 

One amazing thing that I like to do 
is paint because I like to paint Christ-
masy things like Santa, a snowman, 
or even trees with snow. It makes me 
feel calm. 

I like going skating because I can go 
around, but it is slippery and some-
times it starts to melt. I don’t like 

falling down because it hurts really 
bad and I scream so loud because I 
am scared to fall down. I try not to 
scream.

—Malak Yagoub, 
Gr. 3, Altona

SANTA’S UNEXPECTED WISH LIST
Have you ever wondered what 

SANTA wants for Christmas? Here is 
what I think Santa wants for Christ-
mas:

1. Beard grooming kit. This would 
be helpful because Santa needs a nice 
fl uff y beard to keep his chin warm 
when he is delivering presents! The 
beard grooming kit would include: 
shiny white beard wash, a comb, and 
a mirror with reindeer antlers.

2. Three fi rst-class tickets to a tropi-
cal island. Santa is done fl ying himself 
in a sleigh! He is ready for a vacation 
and he is going to take Mrs. Claus 
and Rudolph along. This vacation gift 
pack should also include: elf shades, 
a special Santa-sized surfboard, and 
swim trunks with a cookie pattern.

3. A fi ngerprint locking safe. Santa 
collects all of the best cookies from 
his trip and saves them for midnight 
snacks. He needs a special safe that 
will only unlock with his fi ngerprint. 
But he needs to make sure that Mrs. 
Claus, the elves, and the reindeer 
don’t fi nd a way into the safe.

Now that Santa knows what he 
wants, he wonders WHERE to mail 
his Christmas wish list!

—Raquel Vallotton, 
Gr. 5, Stanley

HOME IN A YEAR
Robin was a little girl. She could run 

before she could walk. She lived in 
the country where you can be wild 
and free. 

She loved it there but what she 
loved even more was her Dad. She 
loved playing tag with him, playing 
hide and seek with him, or just even 
running around with him. It fi lled her 
with joy, but one day when Robin was 
only four years old tragedy befell her. 

Her father had said these words: 
‘’Robin we’re not making enough 
money. I have to work somewhere far 
away.”

Hit by those words, Robin ran out-
side and slammed the door behind 
her, tears tumbling down her cheeks, 
her always smiley face turned into 
a frown, her once lit-up happy eyes 
turned dark. 

Everything’s gonna be diff erent, she 
thought. 

Her dad came running after her. He 
sat down holding his pinky out in 
front of her. 

“I promise I’ll be back by Christ-
mas,” he said, knowing that Robin 
loved the snowy holiday. 

Robin did a little smirk looking at 
her dad, wrapping her fi nger around 
his as they walked to their house. 

Her mom was making stew for sup-
per. As soon as Robin’s food was on 
the table she stuff ed it in her. Then she 
washed the dishes and went to bed. 

As soon as she woke up she drew 
a picture for her dad. She darkened 
down again, scared of what it would 
be like without him. She ran down-
stairs just in time. As her father was 
leaving, she handed it to him, gave 
him a big hug, and waved as he left. 
It was hard to handle. She felt as if 
she wanted to run to him and squeeze 
him as hard as she could, but she 
couldn’t. 

A few days passed and it was May, 
but to Robin it felt like months. She 
would peer through the window ev-
ery day and hope her father would 
magically appear. 

“Soon it will be your birthday,” her 
mother said, but that made her even 
sadder. The thought of celebrating 
her birthday without her father was 
terrible. 

Her birthday passed and she got 
toys, but the toys made her even sad-
der because her dad couldn’t even see 
her open them. 

A few months passed and it was De-
cember. Robin was happy. She had 
never been this happy since her dad 
had gone away. 

December fi rst, December second, 
December third ... the days passed 
quicker and quicker. 

Soon Robin got a letter. She asked 
her mom to read it. It was from her 
dad and it said “See you on Christmas 
Eve!” Robin was jumping with joy. 

The day before Christmas Eve she 
put a Christmas card on the table for 
her father. Then she fell asleep. When 
she woke up she heard the door open 
and she ran downstairs and saw her 
father standing there, holding his 
arms open as Robin hugged him with 
all her might. 

—Laila, Gr. 4, Morden

WINTER FUN
The best thing about winter is the 

snow!!! 
You know why ... you can play on 

snow hills, and make snowmen, and 
create snow angels!

The second best thing about winter 
is Christmas because ... you get pres-
ents and you get to spend time with 
friends and family!

Have a nice winter!
—Loralie Fehr, 
Gr. 3, Winkler

THE SNOW STORM
Fourteen-year-old Nacy Wieb is so 

excited to come home from boarding 
school this week for the holidays.

Nacy has not been home for half a 
year. Nacy was going to see her mom 
and dad and her little brother Char-
ley.

Continued on page 23
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Nacy was in bed about to drift off  to sleep when she heard grown-
ups talking. She put her ear on the door and she gasped.

She ran to her bed in tears. She hid under her covers and started 
sobbing. All of her roommates were curious about what had hap-
pened.

She told them that they had said, “Hey, there’s a snow storm com-
ing. I don’t know if the plane will make it. I think we need to keep 
them here for the holidays.”

The next day the pilot called Nacy’s boarding school saying that 
the plane had crashed. Nacy had remembered that her dad was an 
engineer and she worked with him in the garage, so she ran out of 
the boarding school. 

She stood in front of the school and whispered, “I’ll never make it 
in time.” But then she remembered how she used to go on jogs with 
her mom. So she jogged the rest of the way, but when she came to the 
airport there was a bunch of stairs. She remembered how she would 
jump on the couch, so she used her ability to jump up the stairs and 
soon she came across the broke-down jet.

She fi xed the jet and made it go really fast. Then they went for a 
test drive. Nacy made the jet soooooo fast that they could speed to 
California and back in a fl ash.

Then they brought all of the kids on the plane and they then drove 
to California before the storm came.

And when they came across their houses they ran in and hugged 
their family. And when you look out the window you can see the 
footprints in the snow.

And they lived happily ever after.
—Aviva James-Decker, 

Gr. 3, Winkler

WHAT I LIKE MOST ABOUT WINTER
What I like most about winter is Christmas and to go to Winnipeg 

on Christmas with my family. And to go skating on Christmas with 
my family.

I like playing in snow, making snowmen, and throwing snowballs.
I also like having a pizza party for supper.
On Christmas morning we open presents and invite friends to our 

house. We eat pizza with our friends. Sometimes at Christmas we 
also go to the movies.

Christmas is my favourite part of winter.

—Willy Reimer Gr. 4, 
Emerado Centennial School

WHAT DO I LIKE MOST ABOUT WINTER?
Winter is not my favourite season, because it is extremely cold in 

Canada during winter. However, there are quite a few things hap-
pening in winter that make the cold season feel a bit warmer and 

the front. My parents put the lights on and 
also the angel on the top of the tree. Under 
the tree we put a furry tree skirt and that 
our cat’s favourite spot during the winter. 
He likes to hang out under the Christmas 
tree. 

We also decorate the window sills 
with some artifi cial trees, snowmen and 
gnomes. I cut our paper snowfl akes and 
stick them on every window in our house. 
They look very pretty. 

My mom bakes cookies and cakes and I 
am always there to help her in the kitch-
en. Of course, since I love to decorate, my 
job is cutting out the cookies and decorate 
them with sprinkles, icing and chocolate. 
We sometimes melt hard candy in the cen-
ter of the cookies to make them look like 
colourful glass. I save the best ones for 
Santa. On the Christmas Eve I put them on 
the table with a glass of milk. I also leave 
some candy canes near the plate.

The Christmas morning is the most ex-
citing of all. There are countless presents 
under the Christmas tree for everyone in 
the family: for me, for my brother, for mom 
and dad, and even for our furry family 
member Lucky. Lucky gets lots of toys for 
Christmas, but he likes the boxes and the 
wrapping paper the most. He tries almost 
all of the boxes, even the smallest ones. 
He chooses the most comfortable one and 
sleeps in it.

Also, during winter we build snow forts 
in the school yard and then play with our 
friends. I make a snowman every winter 
and use a carrot for his nose and walnuts 
for his eyes.

On warmer days we go skating or sleigh-
ing. Sometimes my friend and his dad take 
me for a ride on their fancy snowmobiles. 
That is so cool!

There are so many fun things we can do 
during winter. So, it is hard to say what I 
like most about winter. I like it all!!!

 —Viktor Kovtan, Grade 6, 
École Morden Middle School

     

THE WISH LIST OF A HOLIDAY HERO
On a beautiful day at the North Pole, 

where the snow was lightly falling and 
the elves were busily working, everything 
seemed perfect except for one thing ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus (Santa Claus and Sandra 
Claus) were bickering. They had been at 
each other since morning.

“Now, Santa, what do you want for 
Christmas?” Mrs. Claus asked. 

“Oh, I don’t know. Just get me anything,” 
answered Santa. 

“No. You’ll tell me what you want,”re-
plied Mrs. Claus.

 This went on and on until Santa fi nally 
gave in hours later. 

“Fine! I give up. I’ll tell you fi ve things I 
want. But ONLY fi ve,” said Santa loudly. 

“Aw, thank you, my poinsettia,” said 
Mrs. Claus sweetly.

 Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus went and sat 
down on the red and gold, sparkly couch 
and then Santa started to tell his fi rst thing. 

“Number one ... hmmm, well, I’ve always 
wanted one of those little bags of play 
dough cutters. Y’know, those ones that 
are red and green and shaped like little 
reindeer and elves? When I was a kid that 
was my dream present. I’ve put it on my 
Christmas list since I was two. I’ve even 
stocked up on play dough waiting for the 
day that I would unwrap those precious 
little things.”

“Okay, go on,” persuaded Mrs. Claus. 
“Fine, number two,” said Santa. “I want 

one of those bouncy balls that you can sit 
and bounce around on. I also want it styled 
so it looks like my face.” 

“Well, I guess it could help you lose some 
weight,” said Mrs. Claus. 

“Oh Sandra, I’m not that much over-
weight,” Santa replied back. 

“You’ve gained 20 pounds over the last 
week. You’re overweight by a lot,” stated 
Mrs. Claus. 

“Oh, fi ne. I’m overweight. Let’s just get 
this over with,” Santa agreed.

“Third,”Santa said and then paused to 
think. “I guess I do need a new suit. My 
old one has soot stains and is starting to 
lose it’s magic. But ...” Santa stopped and 
let a smirk crawl across his face. 

“But what, Sugar?” Mrs. Claus asked, 
hoping he wouldn’t ask her to sew little 
green fl owers onto it again.

“I want it to be navy blue and shiny, with 
a gold belt that says, ‘Santa rocks,’” Santa 
said dreamily. 

“You know you’re never going to get 
that,” said Mrs. Claus, clearly annoyed. 

“I know,” said Santa. “But it’s worth a 
try.” 

“Just move on,” said Mrs. Claus.
 “Come on Santa, you can do it, just two 

more,” Santa said to himself. “Okay. I’ve 
always wanted to dress up as an elf to see 
if they’d recognize me. So I want a elf cos-
tume exactly like the elves have,” Santa 
said. 

“Okay,” said Mrs. Claus.
“Last but not least, this is the one I want 

the most: a new reindeer. Those old rein-
deer are getting boring. I want a fresh one, 
with a orange saddle and blue bells,” Santa 
said. 

“Well, I won’t be able to make that, but 
I guess I could get an elf to go to a zoo to 
buy one. I heard the Assiniboine Zoo has a 
couple extra babies. Thank you Santa for 
letting me do this for you,” said Mrs. Claus 

Continued on page 24

happy. 
First of all, it is Christmas. 

I love Christmas because I 
love decorating our house 
with the ornaments and 
Christmas decorations. 

My parents let me deco-
rate the Christmas tree the 
way I like. I put the orna-
ments, the ribbons and the 
fl owers on the tree. There 
are a few ornaments that I 
like a lot and I hang those at 
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gratefully. 
“No problem, Sandra, thank you,” Santa replied.
A couple days later, on Christmas, Santa got his present. Mrs. Claus 

had got him a reindeer with a orange saddle and blue bells, just like 
he wanted. Santa named him Flopper the Hopper, for short, Floto.

So, maybe, if you look into the sky today you might see Santa rid-
ing his new reindeer in the distance, wishing you a merry Christmas 
and a happy new year! Happy holidays!

—Aliya Fehr, 
Gr. 6, Winkler

AMANDA’S CHRISTMAS
 “Come on,” Sue said. “Go caroling with us, it will be fun!” 
Amanda thought for a second. She knew she was a good singer, 

but her mother asked her to stay and help decorate the house for 
Christmas.

 “Maybe later,” she replied. “I have some work to do right now.” 
“Okay,” Sue sighed. A mischievous grin spread on her face. “See 

you later!”
 A few minutes later, the work was fi nished. 
“Why don’t we go skating?” Amanda’s mother asked. “
“Sure!” Amanda exclaimed. 
When they got to the local skating rink, Amanda saw something. 

She couldn’t believe her eyes! 
“SUE!!!” Amanda screamed in astonishment. Sue had a colossal 

bag of marbles and was about to dump them on the ice! Startled, Sue 
dropped the bag and all the marbles rolled onto the ice. Then she 
swiftly reached back and dumped another bag onto the rink, then 
she ran. Nobody moved, as they didn’t want to slip on the marbles. 
Nobody spoke, until fi nally, Amanda broke the silence. 

“Let’s get these marbles off  of the ice.” She instructed the other chil-
dren and everyone helped scoop up the marbles from the ice surface. 
Luckily, no one was hurt. When the marbles were back in the bag 
and tied up, Amanda headed home with her mom. 

The next day it was Christmas, and Amanda found lots of amazing 
gifts in her stocking and under the family Christmas tree. 

Suddenly, the phone rang. It was Sue! She cried, “I can’t believe 
this, Amanda! I only got coal in my stockings! I didn’t get any pres-
ents!” 

Then Amanda calmly explained, “Maybe that is because you chose 
to be naughty this year! Try to be nicer next year!” And with that, 
she hung up. 

Thinking to herself, “I’m glad I didn’t go caroling with Sue. I didn’t 

From Pg. 23
very fast.

2. No late nights ever because Santa 
wants to surprise everyone in the world.

3. No cookies. They disgusted Santa. Ev-
ery Christmas he eats them and over the 
years he would rather eat donuts every 
Christmas night.

4. Santa wants to be in the television with 
his sled and Rudolf the red nose reindeer 
to be even more famous.

5. Santa wants to take over Canada and 
go to every hockey game with his sled be-
cause he wants to chill out a little bit.

6. Santa wants a break from delivering 
presents. Santa is super tired after.

7. A brand-new gingerbread house. Santa 
loves the taste of gingerbread.

8. I want every kid to behave so that ev-
ery kid can have lots of presents.

9. Santa wants a brand-new Santa suit be-
cause Mrs. Claus’ baking is so fantastic.

10. Santa needs some new PJs because 
Santa went on too many deliveries on 
Christmas Day.

— Simeon Derr, Gr. 7, Reinfeld

MIRACULOUS MAY
“Come on, “Sue said. “Come caroling 

with us. It will be fun.”
Sue is a 10-year-old girl and very ener-

getic. People would describe her as a fi re-
cracker, but her best friend May is the com-
plete opposite. She is quiet and very shy. 
It’s almost like she never talks unless she is 
around people she knows. 

It’s one week before Christmas and the 
two best friends are trying to fi nd some-
thing to do. Sue loves to go caroling at 
Christmas so she tries to convince May to 
go caroling, but May is too shy and scared. 

Sue spots some kids sledding on a hill 
close by and that gives her the idea to go 
sledding. May goes and grabs a big red 
sled from her house to share with Sue. 
They go to the nearest hill to go sledding. 
The hill is not that tall but very steep. They 
brought the sled up the hill, climbed in, 
and then Sue pushed it down.

“Ahhh, stop it, stop it!” May screamed. 
Sue managed to stop the sled with her foot. 

Sue and May decided to take a break 
from sledding and went to make a fort in 
the snow. 

When they were done they went in and 
started to tell secrets to each other. Sue 
went fi rst. 

“Whenever my mom makes cupcakes I 
always take a spoonful of icing from the 
bowl,” Sue whispers, licking her lips. 

It was May’s turn to tell a secret.
“I’m really nervous about the Christmas 

concert tomorrow,” May sighed, sounding 
miserable. The reason why she was ner-
vous is because she has stage fright. 

After their fun time in the snow, May and 
Sue had to go home. 

That night, May couldn’t fall asleep be-
cause she kept worrying about the concert. 

When she gets to school everybody is 
squealing with excitement. It’s all very ex-
citing but the squealing makes May even 
more nervous.

It’s fi ve minutes before the concert and 
May is sweating like crazy. It’s her class-
room’s turn to go on stage and sing a car-
ol, but all of a sudden May heard crying 
behind her. She looked around and saw a 
little girl crying in the corner of the room. 

May walked over to the girl and asked 
her what was wrong.

“I’m really scared to go on stage,” the 
little girl whispered. May soon found out 
that the girl’s name was Olivia. May came 
up with the idea to make a deal with Ol-
ivia. 

“If I go on stage and sing with my class, 
will you sing with your class?” 

It took a little work, but fi nally Olivia 
agreed. 

It was now May’s turn to go up on stage. 
She took one step, then one more. Now 
there was no going back. 

All of a sudden, they started to sing, and 
before May knew what she was doing she 
started to sing too. It was over before she 
knew it and it wasn’t as bad as she expect-
ed. 

She watched Olivia sing and it’s almost 
like she learned the same lesson as May 
did.

After the concert, May was a little less 
shy and more adventurous, but everything 
else stayed the same. She even made some 
new friends like Sam and Lucy. Sam is the 
sister of Olivia and Lucy is a friend from 
the bus, but Sue was still her best friend.

—Rose Langill, Gr. 5, Winkler

WINTER ACTIVITIES
In winter I love to skate because I play 

hockey. I play on the Gretna Stars. It is fun 
because we got to go on a ginormous bus 
for a tournament. It was sooo fun!

I also LOVE decorating our home. I love 
doing the trees. We have two big trees. The 
one downstairs is mine and my brother’s 
and the one upstairs is the family’s. We 
have so many decorations. We have at least 
100 decorations!

I love to go sledding because I can go so 
fast on my sled. One time I did a front fl ip 
because I went on a really big ramp.

I also love making snowmen. My family 
won the snow contest. We gave our snow-
man a mohawk!!

—Logan Friesen, Gr. 3, Altona

know she was planning 
to prank everyone at the 
rink and I would have 
been with her! Some-
times things work out 
for the best. I guess San-
ta does know if we have 
been naughty or nice!”

—Anya Martens, 
Gr. 6, Plum Coulee 

School

SANTA’S WISH LIST 
       TOP SECRET

 1. Santa wants a 
vacation to Florida. Why, 
you think. Well, the an-
swer is the North Pole is 
cold and Santa gets colds 

What’s Christmas Story?



The Voice  Thursday, December 21, 2023    25   

Hawks put 
an end 
to losing 
streak
By Lorne Stelmach

A 13-game losing streak came to an 
end last weekend for the female U18 
Pembina Valley Hawks.

The Hawks gained fi ve of a possible 
six points on a busy three-game week-
end that started with a 2-1 shootout 
loss to the Yellowhead Chiefs Friday.

Saturday then saw Pembina Valley 
end the streak with a 7-4 win over the 
Central Plains Capitals followed by a 
2-1 victory against the Winnipeg Av-
ros Sunday.

Kasia Rakowski had a solid game in 
net for the Hawks against Yellowhead 
with 42 saves, but Abigail Brigg was 
the only Pembina Valley player able 
to score in regulation. The Hawks 
managed 37 shots on goal.

Jessica Anderson had a hat trick 
against Central Plains as the Hawks 
had their biggest off ensive output of 
the season with period leads of 3-2 
and 6-3.

Sophie Armit contributed a pair 
while the other goals were scored 
by Brigg and Casey O’Brien. Shots 
on goal were even at 43 apiece, with 
Vayha Willis getting the win in net on 

39 saves.
All of the scoring in the Winnipeg 

game came in the third period, with 
the Hawks getting markers from 
Brigg and Naomi Scharf. Rakowski 

made 40 saves as the shots on goal 
were 41-32 in favour of the Avros.

It gives the Hawks a good boost as 
they now enjoy a break until their 
next game in the new year on Jan. 7 

against the Eastman Selects.
With the wins, the Hawks inched up 

into sixth place at 5-11-2 for 12 points, 
which is one ahead of Interlake and 
seven behind Westman.

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Ava Dalebozik of the Pembina Valley Hawks tries to get away from the check of a Yellowstone player in last Friday’s 2-1 
shootout loss. The Hawks bounced back with wins against Central Plains and the Winnipeg Avros over the weekend.

Flyers post pair of narrow losses, one decisive win
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers were 1-2 in 
MJHL action this past week.

Last Tuesday, Dec. 12, they found 
themselves on the losing end of a 
shootout against the visiting OCN 
Blizzard.

The score was 2-2 after 60 regulation 
minutes thanks to Winkler goals from 
Trent Penner and Dalton Andrew.

After a scoreless overtime, the 
shootout saw Brody Beauchemin, 
Andrew, and Jakob Jones all miss 

the mark. OCN’s Riley See got the 
game-winner.

Malachi Klassen made 27 saves in 
net for the Flyers. Winkler outshot 
OCN 40-29.

Friday night’s game against the 
Nighthawks in Niverville was anoth-
er close one.

All the scoring this game was in 
the fi rst period, with Mike Svenson 
drawing fi rst blood for Winkler fi ve 
minutes in only to have one of the 
Nighthawks tie things up a few min-
utes later.

Niverville then scored four minutes 
into overtime to take it 2-1.

Klassen made 27 saves off  29 shots 
on goal this game. His teammates 
sent 34 shots the other way.

The Flyers shook off  the close loss-
es to earn a decisive 7-4 win against 
the visiting Dauphin Kings Saturday 
night.

Goals from Mike Svenson and Tan-
ner George had the home team up 2-0 
after 20 minutes.

The tables turned in the second, 
with Dauphin scoring three times to 

take the lead before Dalton Andrew 
and Brady Craik righted the ship for 
Winkler.

Andrew contributed two more goals 
in the third period. That, combined 
with a goal from Blake Matheson, 
kept the Flyers in the lead to the fi nal 
buzzer.

The Kings won the shots battle 38-
29. Liam Ernst made 34 saves for the 
Flyers in net. 

With that, Winkler is in third place 

Continued on page 26
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Royals struggle in games against Warren, Red River
By Ashleigh Viveiros

It was a challenging week for the 
SEMHL’s Winkler Royals, who 
dropped two games.

Wednesday saw the Royals fall 9-3 
to the visiting Warren Mercs.

Stephen Grahn got the home team 
up on the board in the fi rst period, 
which saw the Mercs take a 5-1 lead.

In the fi nal handful of minutes of 
the second, Aaron Lewadniuk sand-
wiched Warren’s lone goal of the pe-
riod to make it 5-2 and then 6-3, but 
then Warren did the only scoring in 
the fi nal frame to get the win.

Jayme Janzen was in net for the 
home team and made 56 saves as the 
Mercs outshot the Royals 65-45.

It was a much closer aff air a few 
nights later as the Royals travelled to 
play the Red River Wild.

A fl urry of goals in the fi rst peri-
od had the Wild up 4-2. Scoring for 
Red River was Marc Sabourin, Dan-
iel Taillefer, Drayden Kurbatoff , and 
Wyatt Sabourin, while both Winkler’s 
goals came courtesy of Remi Lauren-
celle.

After a scoreless second period, 
Laurencelle made it a hat-trick with 
the fi nal goal of the night 15:42 into 
the third. The Wild won it 4-3.

The Royals had the edge on shots in 
goal this game, 47-32. Janzen made 28 
saves in net for Winkler while across 
the rink Mark Friesen stopped 44 for 

the Wild.
Meanwhile, the Morden Bombers 

were 1-1 in their games for the week, 
crushing Carman 14-6 Thursday and 
then falling to Warren 11-6 Sunday.

The lengthy list of scorers in the 
Carman game includes Cole Penner 
(with two), Jory Mullin (with two), 
Mike Rey (with three), Jay Fehr (with 
three), Jessi Freund, Jaden Townsend 
(with two), and Andrew Clark. Reed 
Peters made 37 saves between the 
posts for Morden. 

Sunday night, Clark had a hat-trick 
while Andrew Perrault, Tyler Peers, 
and Fehr contributed singles against 
the Mercs. Brady Klassen (43 saves, 
seven goals in 49 minutes) and Peters 
(seven saves, four goals in 11 minutes) 
were in net for the Bombers.

Finally, the Altona Maroons fell to 
the Ste. Anne Aces 7-3 in their lone 
game of the week.

Scoring for the Maroons was Justin 
Augert (with two) and Tristen Dueck. 
Cole Kehler made 46 saves in net.

With that, the top three spots in the 
standings belong to the Mercs (20 
points), the Aces (18 points), and the 
Wild (14 points).

The Morden Bombers are in sixth 
place (10 points), Winkler is in eight 
(eight points), and Altona is in 10th 
and last place (four points).

This weekend the Wild host the 
Bombers Friday and the Royals host 
the Maroons Saturday.

Winkler’s Chad Winkler’s Chad 
Unrau tries to Unrau tries to 
defend against defend against 
Warren’s Chase Warren’s Chase 
Faulkner in last Faulkner in last 
We d n e s d a y ’ s We d n e s d a y ’ s 
match on the match on the 
Royals’ home Royals’ home 
turf.turf.

PHOTO BY RICK PHOTO BY RICK 
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Hawks split doubleheader with Parkland Rangers
Kam Thomas scored a pair for the 

Hawks, who capitalized on two pow-
erplays. Sam Delaquis contributed the 
other goal, while Bryson Yaschyshyn 
made 28 saves in net. Pembina Valley 
held a 37-32 edge in shots on goal.

The Hawks took control of game 
two with period leads of 3-0 and 5-1 
and again connected for two power-
play markers.

Scoring for Pembina Valley were 
Liam Goertzen with two along with 
singles from Thomas, Charlie Hill, 
Brett Lesage, Acoyen Fehr, and Haid-
en Friesen. 

Shots on goal were even at just 23 
apiece. Ryler Gates got the win in net 
with 21 saves.

The Hawks are in seventh place at 
9-10-2-3 for 23 points, which has them 

three back of the Winnipeg Thrashers 
and just one ahead of Norman and 
Eastman.

This week the Hawks host the Win-
nipeg Wild Wednesday and then head 
to Brandon to play the Wheat Kings 
Thursday before getting a break for 
the holidays.

They return to action in the new year 
Jan. 3 against the Winnipeg Bruins.

By Lorne Stelmach

The male U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks earned a split of their week-
end doubleheader with the Parkland 
Rangers in Dauphin.

The Hawks were edged 4-3 in game 
one Saturday but rebounded well in 
a 7-2 romp over the Rangers Sunday.

It was an even game through 40 min-
utes Saturday, with the score dead-
locked at 1-1 after 20 minutes and 3-3 
at the second intermission.

in the MGEU East Division with a 
record of 20-3-2-2 for 44 points. They 
have a few games in hand over the 
fi rst-place Pistons (23-4-3, 49 points) 
and the second-place Portage Terriers 
(21-7-3-2, 47 points).

The Flyers close out 2023 with a 
road game in Virden this Tuesday 
and a home game against Steinbach 
Wednesday night.

 >  FLYERS, FROM PG. 25
Do you have a suggestion 

for our news team?
Is there someone you would like 
to see recognized in the newspa-

per for their accomplishments 
- athletic, academic 

or community service.

What’s                 story?  
Call 204-325-6888
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By Ty Dilello 

The Pembina Valley Twisters have 
been on fi re in the Manitoba Major Ju-
nior Hockey League (MMJHL), secur-
ing their fi fth consecutive win. With 
the victories, the Twisters have moved 
into fourth place in the MMJHL’s 
standings with a record of 13-8-2.

The Twisters emerged victorious at 
home against the Stonewall Jets on 
Dec. 15 with a fi nal score of 6-2. Lead-
ing the charge for Pembina Valley was 
Ryan Orchard, who scored two goals. 
Other Twisters players who contrib-
uted to the win were Derek Wiebe, 
Mark Plett, Zander Carels and Josh 
Guilford. Logan Enns made an im-
pressive performance in net, making 
19 saves to secure the win. 

A few nights later at home on Dec. 
17, the Twisters doubled up the St. 
James Jr. Canucks by a 6-3 count. Af-
ter falling behind 3-0 in the game, the 
Twisters would score six unanswered 
goals throughout the fi nal half of the 
game to earn the victory. 

Riley Goertzen notched a pair of 
goals, while his teammates Brett Berg-
man, Carels, Orchard, and Mike Hep-
pner also found the back of the net for 
the Twisters. Enns once again put on 
an impressive performance between 
the pipes, making 29 saves to secure 

the win. 
“We’ve been playing hungry hock-

ey as of late, as the last few games, 
we have had fl at starts and ended up 
down 2-0, 3-0, but we never quit, and 
climbed back to take both games,” 
said Pembina Valley Twisters head 
coach Braeden Beernaerts. “We’ve 
gained a lot of traction since the start 
of the year knowing that if we play 
our game, we always have a chance.”

Twisters’ sniper Derek Wiebe holds 
third place in the MMJHL’s scoring 
race, tallying 38 points in 23 games. 
Teammate Merek Degraeve sits at 
eighth with 34 points in the same 
number of games. Enns also stands 
out, securing fourth place in the goal-
ie rankings with an impressive 3.14 
goals-against average and a .909 save 
percentage. 

The Twisters were back in action 
with a road game Tuesday against the 
St. Vital Victorias. They also host the 
Charleswood Hawks on Friday.

“Our goals do not change, nor do 
expectations as we want to keep the 
consistency and work ethic up, giv-
ing us the best chance to win every 
night,” said Beernaerts. “The playoff s 
are a long way down the road, so we 
take the season game by game, know-
ing that we can’t overlook any team in 
this league.”

PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER/VOICE 
The Twisters’ Ryan Orchard had two goals in the 6-2 win over Stonewall Friday.  
Below: Derek Wiebe (14) continues to lead the team with 12 goals and 26 assists.

Twisters double MMJHL first-place team, on five-game win streak

By Ty Dilello

The Red River Mud Bugs of the Ha-
nover Tache Junior Hockey League 
(HTJHL) have their sights set on pro-
vincial glory, after a strong start to the 
season.

The HTJHL operates exclusively in 
the southeastern part of the province 
and is the only Junior C league in 
Manitoba, and as such, league cham-
pions are also named provincial Ju-
nior C champions.

The Mud Bugs have won the league 
title twice so far in the team’s exis-
tence, back in 2018 and 2019.

“This team was formed around 15 
years ago with the purpose of giving 
boys who can’t commit to Junior A, 
Junior B, etcetera, as they are either 
in university or working and want 
a place to play junior hockey,” said 
head coach Bill Dowswell. “The HT-
JHL is an eight-team league and is 
very competitive every single game.”

Although they play out of St. 
Jean-Baptiste, the Mud Bugs are made 

up of players primarily from the Alto-
na area.

“The bulk of our team is from Al-
tona, and they keep the team alive,” 
Dowswell said. “We also have local 
guys from St. Jean and Morris, and a 
few from Winkler and Portage.”

Through the midway point of the 
season, the Mud Bugs are in fi rst 
place in the HTJHL standings with a 
record of 10-3-2.

“Our season is going pretty good so 
far. We had a slow start with a cou-
ple of overtime losses, but we have 
recently reeled off  eight straight wins. 
We have a very tight group, and after 
losing in the league fi nals last year, 
the boys are hungry.”

The Mud Bugs are led by Altona’s 
Bryson Loewen and Andrew Dyck, 
who are both leading the league in 
scoring. Loewen has 36 points in 30 
games, while Dyck has 30 points in 15 
games.

“I can’t say enough about those two 
players as they’ve been in the top 10 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Red River Mud Bugs of the Hanover Tache Junior Hockey League (HTJHL) are 
currently in fi rst place in the league’s standings at the halfway point of the 2023-
24 season.

Head coach says team is hungry for a 
provincial championship

Optimism abound as Mud Bugs celebrate strong start to hockey season 

of league scoring for the past three 
seasons. And it’s not just scoring, they 
play off ence and defense, too, wheth-
er it be winning draws or blocking 
shots. Cole Martens of Altona also 
compliments those two very well and 
is also top ten in the league’s scoring 
race.”

Dowswell is confi dent of his team’s 

chances at bringing home the fi rst 
HTJHL championship back to St. 
Jean-Baptiste for the fi rst time since 
2019.

“We still have over half of the season 
to go, but if we keep our heads and 
play hard, hopefully we can fi n-ish 
the regular season strong and carry 
that into the playoff s,” he said.



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

PETS
PUREBRED BORDER 
COLLIE PUPS. Born 
Nov. 13th – 4 males & 
2 females. $500 each. 
Call 204-448-2317.
––––––––––––––––––––

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
(204) 947-1691 for 
more information. See 
www.mcna.com under 
the “Types of Adver-
tising” tab for more 
details.
––––––––––––––––––––

NOTICES
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND HAPPY HOLI-
DAYS FROM MCNA! 
The 31 Member News-
papers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ 
homes, the Publish-
ers, Editors, Journal-
ists, Photographers, 
Graphic artists and 
All Staff  thank you for 
your support during 
2023. We wish you 
all the blessings of 
health, happiness and 
prosperity in the com-
ing year. If you would 
like to book your ads 
for January, Febru-
ary or March, please 
call 204-467-5836 or 
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for 
both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

FIND THE RIGHT 
PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION

with an  

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

467-5836
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

SENIOR RENTALS

All are one bedroom with a den. From 
963 sq ft and up. Some facing east onto 

the creek. Everything is on one level, 
heated garage parking available. All 
suites come with fridge, stove and 

dishwasher, a laundry room with hook 
ups for your own washer and dryer, a 

walk in pantry, a patio and more. 
 Call Cindy at 204-362-7151, or email to 

cindy@jacobmanagement.com

OAK WEST ESTATES IN MORDEN 
HAS SUITES AVAILABLE.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
REGARDING SPECIAL SERVICE PROPOSAL 

NO. 44 - BY-LAW NO. 2304-23 TO PROMOTE AND 
IMPORVE HEALTH CARE FOR THE CITY OF

WINKLER AND THE SURROUNDING REGION.
The Council of the City of Winkler has scheduled a public hearing at 
Winkler City Hall, 185 Main Street, Winkler, MB on the 9th day of Janu-
ary, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. to present the following special service proposal:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SPECIAL SERVICES PLAN NO. 44
The City of Winkler proposes to support the Funding request received from 
the Boundary Trails Health Centre Foundation and the ALG Professional 
Centre (Clinic). The Special Service is intended to promote and improve 
health care for the City of Winkler and the surrounding region. Improved 
health care in the region is expected to increase population growth and 
attract businesses. This improvement is a joint effort with the RM of Stan-
ley and the City of Morden. The City of Winkler will contribute a total of 
$2,122,000.00.
The Special Service Tax to be levied under this proposal will be all rateable 
properties within the City of Winkler.
The estimated cost of the Special Service plan for the next four years is as 
follows:

A written objection may be filed with the City Manager, at 185 main 
Street, Winkler, Manitoba, prior to the commencement of the hearing. 
At the hearing, Council will hear any potential ratepayer who wishes to 
make a presentation, ask questions or register an objection to the special 
service proposal.
All objections, written or verbal, must be filed prior to the adjournment 
of the hearing and must include the name, address and property              
description of the person filing the objection and the grounds of their 
objection.
Copies of the Special Services Plan No. 44 are available at the City of 
Winkler office at 185 Main Street, Winkler, MB, and on the municipal 
website at www.cityofwinkler.ca.
Dated at the City of Winkler this 5th day of December, 2023, and issued 
pursuant to Section 318 of The Municipal Act.
Jody Penner
City Manager
City of Winkler
204-325-9524

The special service tax will be levied annually, from 2024 to 2027, inclusive 
on a per parcel basis against all rateable properties, including otherwise 
exempt properties, within the City of Winkler.
The cost of the service will be as follows:
All rates are based on an annual basis:
All rateable properties: $91.00 per parcel (assessment roll number) in each 
of the years 2024 to 2027.

CORPORATE SERVICES
Finance and Adminstration

PUBLIC NOTICE

CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

HELP WANTED

ioiceV iWinkleroiceV Morden

Looking for someone 

to work part time on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

to help Deliver 

the Winkler Morden Voice 

Applicant must have own vehicle and 
valid drivers license.  

Please call 204-467-5836 

after January 2nd for more info 

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to fl y? Interested in a career as a commercial pilot? LS 
Airways Flight Academy is the most aff ordable in Canada. We have students 
from all over the world. We off er fl ight training & ground school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, aeronautics general knowledge. Call 204-651-1402.

 Call 204-467-5836
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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PUBLIC NOTICE

LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Subsection 318(4) of The Municipal 
Act that the Council of the Rural Municipality of Stanley has scheduled a public 
hearing in the Council Chambers of the RM of Stanley Municipal Office located at 
1-23111 PTH 14 in the RM of Stanley on the 11th day of January, 2024 
at 9:05 a.m. to present the following special service proposal:
Special Service Plan 15/23 to establish a Special Service to promote and im-
prove health care for the Rural Municipality and the surrounding region. This 
improvement is a joint effort with the City of Winkler, and the City of Morden.  
The special service tax will be levied on all taxable, grant-in-lieu, and other-
wise exempt properties within The Municipality.  The Rural Municipality of 
Stanley will contribute a total of $1,680,000.00 over a four-year period 
($420,000.00 annually). The Special Service is proposed
to be levied for the years 2024 to 2027 inclusive.

2024 = $420,000
2025 = $420,000
2026 = $420,000
2027 = $420,000

The special service tax will be calculated on the portioned value of assess-
able property. Based on the 2023 assessment of $813,977.940 a mill rate of 
0.516 mills would be required. Calculated on a property with a market value 
of $250,000 (and portioned value of $112,500) a Health Service levy of 
$58.05 would be levied.
A written objection may be filed with the Chief Administrative Officer, at 
1-23111 PTH 14 in the RM of Stanley prior to the commencement of the hear-
ing.  All objections, written or verbal, must be filed prior to the adjournment 
of the hearing and must include the name, address and property description 
of the person filing the objection and the grounds of their objection. At the 
hearing, the Council will hear any potential taxpayer who wishes to make a 
presentation, ask questions, or register an objection to the by-law.

You are welcome to attend the public hearing to make representations on the 
matter to be considered, however, you are not required to attend.  If you are 
unable to attend but would like to make a representation, you may file a writ-
ten submission in person, through regular mail, or by email (vmartens@
rmofstanley.ca) with the RM prior to the public hearing.  If you wish to par-
ticipate in the hearing electronically, please contact vmartens@rmofstanley.
ca or call  (204) 325-4101 a minimum of 2 business days prior to the hearing.  
We ask any member of the public wanting to attend a council meeting to also 
confirm with our office a minimum of 2 business days in advance of the 
meeting date so that we can ensure adequate seating is available.  Please 
call the Administration office at (204) 325-4101.

Copies of the Special Service Plan No. 15/23 are available at the municipal 
office at 1-23111 PTH 14 during regular office hours of the R.M. of Stanley.

Dated at the RM of Stanley this 21st day of December, 2023.
Terry Penner
Chief Administrative Officer
Rural Municipality of Stanley

REGARDING SPECIAL SERVICE PLAN 15/23
SPECIAL SERVICES BY-LAW NO. 15-23

Land for Sale by Tender
Completed Tenders and a $10,000.00 deposit of the Tender Price 
are invited to be received up to 12:00 PM (noon) on January 3rd, 
2024 (the “deadline”) on the property described below, which    
Tenders and Deposits shall be received at:
PKF Lawyers, 
326 Stephen Street, Morden, Manitoba R6M 1T5
Attn:  Stéphane Warnock 
Ph: 204-745-2028

Property for sale:
1. NE ¼ 12-2-7 WPM (EXCLUDING LOT 1)
 155.44 acres
 Issuing from CT #3128454/4 (the “Land”)
-Located in the Rural Municipality of Pembina

Conditions of Tender
1. Financing must be pre-approved.
2. Tenders to be in the form prepared by PKF Lawyers. To           
obtain tender form or more info, contact Jessica Waddingham or 
Stéphane Warnock @ PKF Lawyers.
3. Each Tender must be accompanied by a certified cheque,      
payable to PKF Lawyers (in trust), in the amount of $10,000.00. 
Deposits of tenders not accepted will be returned to the tenderers.
4. Highest Tender or any Tender will not necessarily be accepted.
5. The Possession date and the due date of the balance of Tender 
Price shall be within 15 days of Community Planning’s issuance of 
the Certificate of Approval (4.56 acre yardsite being subdivided). 
6. The maker of any Tender relies entirely upon their
personal inspection and knowledge of the Land, independent of 
the representations made by the vendor or the solicitor and agent 
of the vendor.  The Land will be sold “as is” and the bidder is sole-
ly responsible to determine the value and condition of the Land, 
Land quality, Land use, environmental condition and any other 
information pertaining to the Land.

Counselling services
Call anytime. 

Phone Dorothy Hill 
204-712-0250

BizBiz
Call Call 

467-5836467-5836

CardsCards
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Sudoku Answer
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IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

Ruth Gall (nee Link)
1928 - 1990

In Memory
It broke our hearts to lose you,
But you did not go alone;
A part of us went with you,
The day God took you home.
If tears could build a stairway,
And heartaches make a lane;
We’d walk our way to heaven,
And bring you back again.
In life we loved you dearly,
In death we love you still;
In our hearts you hold a place, 
No one could ever fi ll. 

-Dearly missed by your family 

John P. Friesen
March 8, 1952 - December 22, 2018

So unexpected, so sudden did our world turn 
upside-down; 
For we had no way of knowing how 
unresponsive he’d be found.
All human eff orts to revive him were to no avail, 
But we trust God’s plans are fl awless, and He 
will never fail.
To hold us close when the way is dark as night;
It’s then we walk by faith and not by sight.
Time does not erase the memories, nor even 
ease the pain,
For not a day goes by, but that we need to talk 
to him again.
Precious memories, how they linger!

-Anne and family 

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

OBITUARY

Sandra Rust (Fehr)
March 14, 1945 - 

December 5, 2023
We are reminded how short life really 

is and how we are just passing through. 
A life so beautifully lived deserves to be 
beautifully remembered. 

It is with heavy hearts that we 
announce the passing of Sandra Rust 
at the age of 78 after a courageous 
battle with cancer at The Boundary 
Trails Health Centre. She will be forever 
missed and remembered by her 

daughter, Juliana, her granddaughters Ashley (Mitch) and Suzanne (Peter). Her great-grandsons 
Tayden Adam Don, Lukas Adam and Nolan Parker. She was also so close to meeting her fi rst 
great-granddaughter. Her sisters Betty, Anne, Chris (Bill), brother Jack (Shirley), sister-in-law 
Anne. She was predeceased by her brothers Henry and Peter in infancy. She will also be missed 
by Jurgen and family in Germany. We can’t forget about her precious girls, Gloria and Abby, her 
beautiful shaded silver Persian cats that she loved and adored.

She was born in Winkler, Manitoba to Helena and Henry E Fehr. She grew up on a farm and 
was raised in a Christian home where there was strong faith and love for the Lord. Working on a 
farm, her parents had strong work ethics which she followed and carried through her whole life. 
She took pride in a job well done in everything she did. From gardening, decorating her home 
(especially at Christmas), cooking/baking, painting and so much more. She was a one woman 
show! 

Sandra met Adam and got married on October 23, 1964. They then moved to Thompson where 
they spent over 50 years. Adam worked for Inco and Sandra worked at Canada Post for a total of 
48 years. Her dream home in Morden went up for sale and she was driving down ASAP to make 
all the arrangements to buy it. She got transferred with Canada Post and worked part time in 
Morden and Winkler, fi nally retiring in 2020.  

She was always the life of the party. She loved to laugh and it was very contagious. She enjoyed 
sitting on her veranda drinking coff ee scrolling on her iPad, going for rides with Adam, puttering 
around the house, cleaning, fi nding new projects to work on, taking pictures of the sunrises and 
her home, anything that was the color white and trying to stay in touch with everyone who knew 
her. She had a special talent for antiques and beautiful things. Her last piece was a China cabinet 
that she had to pick up in Winnipeg with all the treasures still inside. She said this is the last one, 
and it was truly a beautiful fi nd. She always had such an eye for these things.  

Most importantly, she loved her family and she showed it in everything she said and did. She felt 
so blessed to have her daughter and even more so when Juliana gave her two granddaughters 
to love, spoil and spend so much time with throughout their lives, she never let them down. Then 
having her great-grandchildren and watching them grow for as long as she did was an added 
blessing that she was so fortunate to have and she knew that. She woke up every morning 
blessed to see another sunrise and she was at peace for when angels would come take her to 
heaven. We really hope it was Adam, in his handsome tuxedo and his chauff eur hat, white gloves, 
and all. We are positive it would have been.

When Adam passed away two years ago, it was a big hit to our family, but now .. knowing she is 
in eternal life and we will not get to see her smile, touch her hand and hug her tightly, stings.. but, 
in Sandra fashion, we are going to smile, laugh, be humble, work hard, and stay strong because 
that is all the things she has shown and taught us to do. She would want us to think of all the 
good times and try not to stay sad for too long. 

We would like to thank all the palliative care doctors, nurses and health care aides at Boundary 
Trails Health Centre, Larry Reimer the Chaplin, Juliana and Betty for all the long days and nights 
at the hospital, working split shifts making sure she never had to be alone. Thank you to all her 
family and friends for reaching out to the family during this diffi  cult time.

Cremation has taken place and as per Sandra’s wishes, there will be no formal service. A 
celebration of life to follow at a later date. 

If you wish to honor me in your life,
Look to every sunrise with gratitude.
Take nothing for granted.
When you think of me, smile
Never lose your sense of wonder.
Make a wish upon a star.
See all the places,
Taste the food,
Go barefoot,
Dance,
Do it all. 
Your happiness celebrates me.
Your joy reaches the heavens,
I will hear you

S Cummings

OBITUARY

Thelma Eileen Passmore 
(nee Wiebe)

March 28, 1927 - November 20, 2023
Surrounded by family, Thelma died quietly and peacefully at 

Orchard View retirement community in Almonte at the age of 96.
She was predeceased by her husband, Russell Passmore, and 

her daughter, Audrey Vansickle (Don).
She is survived by her son, Gillis Harp (Barbara); grandchildren, 

Michael Vansickle (Kim), Sarah MacFarlane (Bob), Caroline Harp, 
Anna Hergenroeder (A.J.), and Eleanor Conley (James); plus great-
grandchildren, Sam, Riley, Joey, Charlotte, Sophia, and Lucy Rose.

Thelma grew up among Mennonites in Winkler, Manitoba. She 
attended the University of Manitoba and graduated in 1948 with a 

B.A. in Child Development.
Her Christian faith informed everything she thought and did. She was a long-time member of 

Parkwood Presbyterian (Nepean), serving for over 10 years as coordinator of their pastoral care 
team.

Outside of her duties serving the church and fulfi lling her duties as a devoted wife, mother, and 
grandmother, she pursued life-long learning, always expanding her knowledge of classical music 
and her appreciation of 20th century Canadian art. She also enjoyed perfecting her techniques as 
a skilled artisan, creating and selling her own handmade pottery for many years.

Funeral Service to be held on Wednesday, December 27th, 2023 at Parkwood Presbyterian 
Church at 11a.m. Burial to follow at Hillcrest Cemetery, Smiths Falls.

“Her children rise up and call her blessed” (Proverbs 31:28)
In lieu of fl owers, contributions to the Mennonite Central Committee are welcome.  

Condolences, tributes and donations may be made at www.tubmanfuneralhomes.com

Remember Your Remember Your Loved OnesLoved Ones    
with an Announcement in the

Call 204-467-5836 or
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



360 Stephen Street. Morden
822-4444

Mon-Friday 8:30-6pm 
Saturdays 9-5pm.

485 EASTVIEW DRIVE
WINKLER

(204) 325-8852

204-822-6069
brewnsip.com

IN-STORE BREWING

(204) 325-4798

325 Roblin Blvd E. Winkler, MB
www.idealfloorsmb.ca

(204) 325-4243538 Centennial St., Winkler

486 Jefferson St. 
MORDEN

(204) 822-9511

Certified Professional Repair

15 Thornhill St., Morden

822-5423

www.huronwin.com

240 Main St. Winkler, MB  
team@jimsmithaccounting.ca
www.jimsmithaccounting.ca

325-8941
885 Memorial Dr., Winkler

Telus Smart Home SecurityMORDEN/WINKLER

Your Community 
NEWSPAPER

1-

LTD.

Your Community 
Newspaper

This feature brought to you by these community-minded 
businesses. Please show them your support.

T
he ratio of alcohol to blood in the body is called the Blood 
Alcohol Concentration (BAC). Two people drinking the same 
amount of alcohol can have drastically different BACs. 

Body weight, drink strength, amount of food in the stomach, time 
between drinks and even gender can all affect a person’s BAC 
and level of impairment. While a BAC of .08 is typically the legal 
limit, impairment can occur at much lower levels. A driver can be 

arrested with a BAC lower than .08 if a law enforcement officer has 
probable cause to believe the driver is impaired. More importantly, 
any level of impairment significantly increases the likelihood of a 
traffic crash, putting your life and the lives of others in danger. The 
bottom line? If you plan on drinking, getting behind the wheel is 
always a bad idea.

3 WAYS ALCOHOL IMPACTS YOUR ABILITY TO DRIVE
1.  Inhibitions are lowered, affecting judgment and coordination, even after one drink.
2.  Reaction times are slowed, even after two beers.
3.  Vision, balance, speech and movement are adversely affected.

Year’s Day, 40 percent of deadly 
crashes involve alcohol-impaired 
drivers.

among the year’s deadliest days for 
alcohol-related traffic fatalities.

between 1 a.m. and 3 a.m.

HOST THOUGHTFULLY
  Offer a mocktail, alcohol-free beer 
or other nonalcoholic beverage for guests 
choosing not to drink.

  Ask guests who are drinking if they have a 
designated driver or transportations plans.

  If someone has been drinking and might drive, 
offer your couch as a place to sleep.

  Help guests who have been drinking 
arrange transportation through a 
ride-share app or taxi service.

CELEBRATE RESPONSIBLY
  Agree on a designated driver 

before you go out for the evening.

  Save the number for several local cab companies in 

your phone if you plan to drink, or make sure you 

have a ride-share app downloaded to your phone.

  Ask a friend if you can crash on his or her couch for the 

night if you’ve had too much to drink. 

  If you’re attending a party and are concerned you may 

drink too much, give your keys to the host at the start of the 

evening, so he or she can hold on to them unless you are 

sober. 
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SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-78991-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511

W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLERKURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.cakurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.cahenry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen Mackenize Hamm

Permit #2816

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen Ike Dyck

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

Southland Honda 
would like to take 
this opportunity 

to thank our 
customers for their 
continued support. 
We wish all a very 
Blessed Christmas 

and A Happy & 
Healthy New Year.
We look forward 
to looking after 

you in 2024.
       - Management 
             and Staff

As the year winds down, 
we extend heartfelt 

gratitude to our valued 
customers. Thank you for 
choosing us. Wishing you 
a Christmas filled with 
joy, and may the road 

ahead be paved 
with prosperity. 

from our 
family to 

yours! 

Happy Holidays!

   Merry 
Christmas

2023 F-150 LIGHTNING LARIAT 4X4 2023 F-150 LIGHTNING LARIAT 4X4 

$5,000 
DEMO DISCOUNT

ONLY 5,000 KMONLY 5,000 KM
FULLY ELECTRIC W/ EXTENDED RANGE BATTERYFULLY ELECTRIC W/ EXTENDED RANGE BATTERY
4.99% APR PURCHASE FINANCING UP TO 72 MONTHS4.99% APR PURCHASE FINANCING UP TO 72 MONTHS

BOB’S DEMO

NEW!

2023 CHEV BLAZER PREMIER AWD 2023 CHEV BLAZER PREMIER AWD 

2021 CHEV TRAVERSE LT AWD2021 CHEV TRAVERSE LT AWD

STK W12395ASTK W12395A

STK W12333ASTK W12333A

STK W12356ASTK W12356A

STK W12184ASTK W12184A

2.4 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, 
REAR VISION CAMERA, 

117,000 KM’S, 
LOCAL TRADE

1.4 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, 
REMOTE START, REAR VISION 

CAMERA, LOCAL TRADE, 
83,000 KM’S

 2015 GMC TERRAIN SLE 2015 GMC TERRAIN SLE

3.6 ENGINE, 9 SPEED AUTO, 
8 PASSENGER SEATING, FRONT HEATED 
SEATS, POWER LIFTGATE, 84,000 KM’S, 

BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

3.6 ENGINE, 9 SPEED AUTO, LEATHER 
INTERIOR, ADAPTIVE CRUISE, POWER 

LIFTGATE, LOADED, 51,000 KM’S, 
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

ONLY
$14,993 + TAX

ONLY
$21,997 + TAX

ONLY
$39,992 + TAX

ONLY
$49,923 + TAX

MERRYMERRY
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
FROM JANZENFROM JANZEN

CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

MERRYMERRY
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
FROM JANZENFROM JANZEN

CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

MERRYMERRY
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
FROM JANZENFROM JANZEN

CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

MERRYMERRY
CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
FROM JANZENFROM JANZEN

CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

2017 BUICK ENCORE SPORT TOURING 2017 BUICK ENCORE SPORT TOURING 
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