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BE READY BEFORE THE SNOW FLIES(204) 331-6014
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Hwy. 3 East Morden

PKF Lawyers, Manitoba’s law firm. Providing 

trustworthy, expert, real-world results since 1924. 

Ready to serve today, tomorrow, always. pkflawyers.com
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Exploring the fire hallExploring the fire hall
From left: Leo Unrau, Jack Toews, From left: Leo Unrau, Jack Toews, 
and Hayes Toews were among the and Hayes Toews were among the 
kids who had a blast exploring the kids who had a blast exploring the 
Winkler fi re hall last week during the Winkler fi re hall last week during the 
department’s annual Fire Prevention department’s annual Fire Prevention 
Week open house. For more, see Pg. 2. Week open house. For more, see Pg. 2. 
 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH  PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH 
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The Winkler Fire 
D e p a r t m e n t 
hosted its 
annual Fire 
P r e v e n t i o n 
Week open 

Talking fire Talking fire 
safetysafety

house at the Pembina Ave. fi re hall Oct. 11. It was a chance for the community to 
get a peek inside the fi re hall to see how things work. Kids of all ages (and more 
than a few adults) took the opportunity to explore the department’s various fi re 
trucks and tour the entire facility. Above: Chief Richard Paetzold kicked off  the 
evening’s demonstrations by showing the right way to put out a stove top fi re—
by simply putting a lid on the pot to starve the blaze of oxygen. Above, left: Kids 
cheer as one of the trucks is moved out of the bay. Left: Experienced fi refi ghters 
(in yellow) and some of the department’s rookies (in black) tore a vehicle apart to 
demonstrate how they extricate car crash victims.

Winkler Police Board looking for your feedback
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Police Board is looking 
to the community for feedback on the 
work of the police department.

A survey released this fall will be 
open to all community members until 
Nov. 17.

Winkler Police Service Chief Ryan 
Hunt explains it’s part of the depart-
ment’s strategic planning process. 
The last survey was four years ago.

“We want to fi nd out what the big-
gest concerns are in the community 
for where policing resources should 
be spent and fi nd out what we’re 
doing well now and what we could 
change in the future.”

These surveys in the past have rare-
ly yielded any surprising results, but 

it’s still a valuable planning tool to 
ensure the department is meeting the 
needs of Winklerites.

“We want to focus our policing re-
sources to work on those areas that 
are of concern for the community,” 
Hunt says. 

Drugs, property crime, and traffi  c 
infractions are generally top of mind 
for most residents, the chief notes. 

The last survey in late 2019 got about 
350 responses. 

“We would like to get more if pos-
sible,” says Hunt. “We realize people 
are busy ... but it does just take couple 
of minutes.”

You can fi ll out the survey online at 
buildwinkler.ca or stop by City Hall 
to pick up a paper copy. All responses 
are anonymous.

The department expects to release 
the results of the survey by early next 

year.

 FILE PHOTO
Got thoughts on the Winkler Police Service? The police board that oversees the 
department has a new community survey available for residents.
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

FALL 
SAVINGS

DOORCRASHER

WESTERN 
BOOT
# 5570 

25% OFF

DOORCRASHER

HIS & HERS COLDPACK 20% OFF

BLUNDSTONE!!DRYSHOD FOR THE WHOLE 
FAMILY. INSULATED & NONE

20% OFF

KEEN FOOTWEAR
25% OFFAltona ends membership 

with Central MB Tourism
By Lori Penner

After many years of active partici-
pation and investment, the Town of 
Altona has decided not to renew their 
2024 membership with Central Mani-
toba Tourism.

Mayor Harv Schroeder says the de-
cision was not taken lightly, and it 
comes after a thorough evaluation of 
the benefi ts and value that the munic-
ipality has received from its member-
ship in the regional tourism agency.

“Unfortunately, despite our eff orts 
to engage and collaborate, we have 
not seen the expected return on our 
investment in terms of tourism pro-

motion, economic development, or 
enhanced community engagement,” 
he says. 

In a letter to the organization, Schro-
eder noted that the town has been 
disappointed in the challenges that 
the organization has had in maintain-
ing a positive relationship with the 
provincial tourism agency, in meeting 
quorum for board meetings, and with 
the lack of new content created in the 
past several years, both in print and 
digital media.

“When reviewing social media and 
website content from the past year, 

Koats for Kids puts 
call out for donations
By Lorne Stelmach

United Way Pembina Valley is put-
ting out a call for donations of winter 
clothing for its annual Koats for Kids 
campaign.

The donation drive began Oct. 16 
and goes until Nov. 8 before the Nov. 
9 distribution day, and organizers are 
anticipating there will be a signifi cant 
need again this year.

“Last year the demand for winter 
coats and winter gear went up quite 
dramatically in both Winkler and 
Morden,” said United Way board 
member Audrey Armstrong. 

“It was kind of tough in that we ac-
tually had fewer donations that year 
for, I think, a variety of reasons ... oth-
er programs and such ... we ended up 
feeling like we turned a lot of people 
away, which was really unfortunate.”

The United Way is looking for all 
kinds of winter items for both kids 
and adults: jackets, snow pants, 
toques, mittens, scarves—anything 
that will help families in need stay 
warm in the months ahead. Both new 
and used items in good condition are 
welcome. 

Red donation bins will be in place 
at three locations this year: at the 
Morden fi re hall (194 Thornhill St. by 
the shed at the back of the building), 
Winkler fi re hall (290 Pembina Ave. at 
the front of the building), and Central 
Station Community Centre (555 Main 

St.) in Winkler.
This year’s distribution night will 

be Thursday, Nov. 9 from 3-7 p.m. in 
Morden at the 500 Stephen Commu-
nity Centre and in Winkler at Central 
Station. There is no charge for any of 
the clothing, so anyone who needs it 
is welcome to come pick something 
up. There will be items available for 
both children and adults.

“We are only having one distribu-
tion session.  In past years we have 
had several distribution sessions over 
a couple of days,” noted Armstrong. 
“We made the change following our 
experience last year of being almost 
out of coats by the end of the fi rst ses-
sion.”

She said all indicators point to there 
being signifi cant demand once again.

“This year, in talking with both of the 
community centres who are both well 
connected to the food banks, they’re 
saying they’ve seen a consistent rise 
in numbers. Sometimes it settles then 
maybe goes up a bit again.

“I think there’s an increase in people 
whose budgets are tight, and winter 
coats can be quite costly, especial-
ly if you’re trying to get them for a 
whole family,” Armstrong continued. 
“Because the economy’s been a little 
tough this last while, it’s getting more 
pay cheque to pay cheque, and it’s 
getting more challenging ... and we 
also have newcomers coming in each 
year who are often not equipped for a 

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
United Way Pembina Valley board members Audrey Armstrong and Anna Wieler 
with one of the red donation boxes set up in both Morden and Winkler for the 
Koats for Kids program. Donations of new or gently used winter clothing for kids 
and adults are being accepted now until Nov. 8. They’ll be distributed to families 
in need Nov. 9.

Manitoba winter.
“Each year, the program’s been 

building, and unfortunately the need 
has been building as well, and that 
part of it is too bad, but I’m glad that 
United Way is able to be involved in 
stepping up to help meet some of that 
need,” said Armstrong. “So this year, 
we’re trying to push the donations a  

bit more, and hopefully we get a few 
more coats donated and get back to 
more like the numbers we had pre-
viously. We’ll see what happens with 
how many people come.

“I think people may see it a bit more. 
We’re just trying to get the word out a 
little bit more in both of the commu-
nities.”

Continued on page 8
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New IG Wealth Management office opens in Winkler

A trio of experienced financial ad-
visors have opened up a new practice 
together in Winkler with IG Wealth 
Management.

Wil Montgomery, Jeffrey Klassen, 
and Sherri Oakes joined IG this fall, 
opening up offices at #3-880 15th 
Street.

All three have over 20 years expe-
rience in the local financial services 
industry and recently decided to 
partner on this new venture together.

They chose IG Wealth Manage-
ment after considering many op-
tions, given the firm’s commitment 
to full financial planning—i.e. focus-
ing on more than just investments or 
retirement planning. 

“We wanted to offer clients com-
plete financial planning, to ensure 
everything is considered for today 
and tomorrow,” says Oakes. “Invest-
ments, tax, estate, insurance, cash-
flow, mortgage planning, business 
advisory—it’s a fully integrated ap-
proach.”

The team works together to ensure 
clients’ “philanthropic, retirement, 
and estate goals are confidently real-
ized,” Klassen says. 

This fully integrated approach 
to planning, adds Montgomery is 
“comprehensive and goes beyond 
traditional investment advice” and 
“takes into consideration all aspects 
of a client’s financial well-being.”

In addition to the focus on finan-
cial planning, another big draw for 
the trio was access to a team of IG 
Wealth Management experts. 

“Not only does IG Wealth Man-
agement have an extensive product 
shelf, we also have access to a team of 
professionals, including tax accoun-
tants, estate lawyers, and advanced 
financial planning specialists,” 
Montgomery says. “It became very 
clear to us that joining IG Wealth 
Management would allow us to assist 
clients with even greater confidence, 
no matter their need or complexity.” 

“At IG, we call it the IG Private 
Wealth Planning Experience,” says 
Klassen, “which allows our team to 
pull in regional and head office ex-
perts in our Advance Financial Plan-
ning department when a client’s situ-
ation calls for it.”

IG Wealth Management is a name 
Canadians know and trust, the trio 
note.

In the company’s nearly 100-year 
history, they’ve established practices 
in communities large and small to 
provide sound wealth management 
for affluent Canadians.

Learn more about what IG Wealth 
Management has to offer by stopping 
by the new Winkler location, calling 
204-542-8909, or heading online to 
www.ig.ca.

Financial advisors Wil Montgomery1, Jeffrey Klassen2, and Sherri Oakes2 have 
joined the IG Wealth Management team. 
1. Investors Group Financial Services Inc 2. Investors Group Securities Inc.

PAID ADVERTORIAL

New thrift store opening in downtown Morden
By Lorne Stelmach

It’s a big change from running a restaurant to operat-
ing a thrift store, but Matthew Vetten and Leni Zacha-
rias were looking for something diff erent.

The idea for their $5 thrift store, Oba Yo Thrift Shop, 
was something they had in mind previously before 
they started operating the Oba Yo kitchen out of Ren-
dezvous Brewery and Taproom.

“Our experience at Rendezvous was absolutely 
amazing. We were able to fulfi ll a dream of mine that 
had been apparent for quite a while,” Vetten said last 
week as they prepared to open the $5 thrift store in 
downtown Morden.

“It made me realize though I just don’t think I want 
to be in the restaurant industry, right now at least. 
It could be again later on, but right now, it was too 
much,” he explained. “After we did our last day there, 
we were talking about what are we going to do now? 
I started doing the soup to go again, but one of us had 
mentioned the $5 thrift shop idea that we had a while 
back.”

Then came a discussion with the owner of the former 
Appelts building on Stephen Street. Vetten and Zacha-
rias had been thinking of moving elsewhere, but their 
thoughts changed with the availability of a location 
for rent.

“We went back and forth maybe fi ve or six times over 
the past two months ... then we decided to go for it.”

“It was sparked initially because I love thrifting. It’s 
something that I enjoy and I’ve been doing for years 

with friends. It’s kind of how we spend time togeth-
er,” said Zacharias.

“But we’ve noticed over the years that even some of 
those prices have gone up ... some thrifting right now 
can be almost  unapproachable for some families, like 
furniture for example ... to be able to help someone 
furnish their home for like maybe under $100 would 
be incredible.”

“We want to have a space that’s more aff ordable for 
more people,” said Vetten

“So no matter what, every single thing donated to us 
will be sold for $5 ... though anything that’s not worth 
fi ve bucks will be under,” he noted.

“We want to create a space that’s open and welcome 
for the community and holds no prejudice about any-
body in any way,” Vetten added. “There’s a lot of peo-
ple in this community who need a lot more help than 
communities elsewhere, and I think we need to take 
care of our community.”

He believes there is room for another thrift store in 
the area, especially with so many people struggling as 
prices for everything keep going up.

“It’s something that could really benefi t a lot of peo-
ple who need more help, who really need things,” 
said Vetten.

“The idea is to just really be there for people who 
really need it,” he continued. “We even want to work 
closely with the food bank and other organizations lo-
cally who are doing good already.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Matthew Vetten and Leni Zacharias are preparing 
to open the Oba Yo Thrift Shop in downtown 
Morden next month. Everything will be priced 
$5 or less.

Continued on page 6
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Hours: Tuesday to Friday 2:00-6:00. 
Saturdays 10:00-3:00

For the month of October, 
no tax on all in-stock bikes.

Tel. 204-324-6676
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Honourary Krushel Dr. 
unveiled in Morden
By Lorne Stelmach

It’s a street that doesn’t really exist 
now, but Krushel Drive can still be 
found on a map of Morden if you 
search it on Google.

And now there is an honourary sign 
marking Krushel Drive on the prop-
erty of Farm King, and family mem-
bers are happy to have it commemo-
rating the hard work and ingenuity of 
the family’s  125-year history in and 
around Morden. 

“Krushel Drive has been on Mor-
den street maps for as long as I can 
remember. The road was never  ful-
ly developed, and the sign was nev-
er erected,” Chris Krushel explained 
shortly before the sign was installed 
last Thursday.

“My grandfather would be happy 
to see it,” added cousin Glen Kru-
shel, who is a descendant of Adolph 
Krushel, while Chris is a descendant 
of Adolph’s brother Ludwig (Lewis) 
Krushel.

Adolph and Lewis were among the 
seven children of Johann Krushel, 
who immigrated to the 1-6 area in the 
late 1800s. 

From humble beginnings living in a 
sod house, he and his wife eventually 
moved to Morden. 

Adolph would go on to develop and 
patent the agricultural innovation 
known as the Krushel Crusher which 
gave farmers the ability to crush their 
own feed such as wheat, oats, barley 
and rye. 

Lewis created the Kwik Kut power 
hack saw line, and his sons Walter 
and Arnold built many variations of 
LKS (Lewis Krushel and Sons) weld-
ers, and they became a benchmark 
used by the Canadian Standards As-
sociation. Many are still being used 
on farm yards and in shops around 
the country today.

“Just a few weeks ago, I had a fellow 
from Saskatchewan call me at work 
to help troubleshoot problems he 
was having with a welder that he had 
bought new some 45 years ago. Short-
ly after, I was chatting with David 
Lumgair and he sai, ‘You’re a Krushel, 
you must be mechanically inclined’,” 

noted Chris. “Although I couldn’t 
help the guy and quickly passed the 
call off  to my father Wayne, it does 
instill a sense of pride with the recog-
nition and association that our name 
still carries.”

“LKS welders were used during the 
manufacturing process at Farm King 
... and Farm King was initially a trade 
name that was created by my grand-
father Adolph,” noted Glen.

He observed that, back in the day, 
the family would have needed to 
be self suffi  cient and do everything 
themselves on the farm.

“All of the boys were actually indus-
trious and ingenious,” said Glen. “My 
grandfather Adolph had numerous 
patents, had numerous inventions, as 
did Chris’s grandfather. 

“One of the other brothers Hen-
ry was a watchmaker, so there was 
lots of mechanical inclination that 
stemmed from the farm. When they 
initially came over from Russia, life 
on the farm with numerous siblings 
meant you had to be ingenious.”

The mechanical skills would car-
ry on in the family including Glen’s 
brother Al winning the best antique 
motorcycle restoration award at the 
Corn and Apple Festi val show sever-
al years in a row.

“As far as the industrial and agri-
cultural sector here, we played a part 
back in the day,” suggested Chris, 
who noted another thing that people 
relate to the Krushel name is fl ying. 
“Both my  father, mother and grand-
father had their pilot licenses.”

“At one point, I counted 14 pilots 
in the Krushels. My dad Ernie, my 
brother Warren and myself at one 
point,” added Glen.

Chris noted his father Warren and 
his cousin Terry built and fl ew their 
own airplanes. 

As well, Arnold Krushel was an avid 
pilot and integral part of creating the 
Morden Flying Club, and he also had 
a love for building airplanes but on a 
smaller scale. He built, fl ew and oper-
ated his own airport on the LKS prop-
erty for remote controlled aircraft. 
His son Dale Krushel would go on to 
become a pilot and a captain for Air 

Canada.
Before the Morden airport, Dr. W 

Colert had an airstrip at the lake 
where he and Glen’s father Ernie had 
their planes. When Colert sold that 
property, which would come to be de-
veloped as Colert Beach, they moved 
to where the airport is now. 

So there is a lot of local history tied 
to the Krushel families, and Chris has 
over the years been digging into it all 
a bit.

“I’ve been kind of dabbling in that 
for some time now,” he said, noting 
another family member, Howard, ini-
tially did much of the research.  “He 
gave me a lot of the family history, 
and I’ve kind of just built on it talking 
with other Krushels and kind of com-
piled the history.

“We have a family tree that spreads 
pretty far by now,” he said.  “There’s 
not many of us now in this area.”

It was after Glen and his family 
placed a bench on the historical site of 
Adolph Krushel’s original Standard 
Gas Engine Works in front of Bound-

ary Trails Dental Centre that Chris felt 
driven to do something that led to the 
erection of the street sign.

“My wife Lili and I are the proud 
owners and caretakers of one of Mor-
den’s iconic historic homes [Bella’s 
Castle] We love Morden’s rich history 
and are also very proud of what the 
Krushel’s brought not only to Morden 
but also to Western Canada in terms 
of agriculture and industrial machin-
ery,” he said.

“It’s interesting that the street has 
always existed at least on paper,” he 
said. “Up until recently, they still put 
it on there ... obviously, it’s not going 
to be developed into anything now 
other than driving into the yard.

“It’s something we felt should be 
shared and honoured and not lost to 
the tides of time. It’s always been here, 
and I’ve wanted to put something up 
here,” Chris concluded. “It’s great to 
fi nally have it in its place where it 
should be. I’ll be proud to see it and 
proud to drive by it.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
From left: Glen Krushel and Chris Krushel with the sign that now marks the 
unoffi  cial street long known as Krushel Dr.
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I
’m writing this column on 
Friday the 13th, which 
seems an appropriate time 
to talk about Halloween. 

I have loved Halloween ever 
since I was four years old. I vividly re-
member Mum cutting two eye holes 
in white bed sheets and my sister and 
I running around the neighborhood 
with her collecting candy as ghosts. 

It was a brilliant 
costume really be-
cause we could be 
bundled up under-
neath and no one 
could tell. Still, it 
was not without its 
dangers. The lim-
ited peripheral vi-
sion and near trips 
on the been that 
close to our feet 
defi nitely made for careful walking. 

In the future we graduated to cheap 
plastic masks and single-use vinyl 
costumes. These were the kind of 
masks that cut into the skin around 
your face and mouth. 

I didn’t care because I was Spi-
der-Man ... at least for the evening. 

As I got older I insisted on using a 
pillow case to collect candy because 
you could cram way more into it than 
something as paltry as a shopping 
bag. 

Halloween reveals an interesting 
character attribute about people. We 
like to dress up and become some-
thing other than who we are. People 
love cosplaying as diff erent charac-
ters. 

Heck, even as adults we still enjoy 
this (at least my wife and I do). This 
year I will be a Deatheater and my 
wife will be Dobby the House Elf, 
both characters from the Harry Potter 

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.
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Letter policy

By Peter 
Cantelon

universe. We like to hand out candy 
in costume ... full size chocolate bars 
only. 

It’s always fun to see which cos-
tumes will be the most popular. There 
are the generic princesses, etc. and I 
expect varying takes on Marvel and 
DC superheroes, clowns, zombies, 
perhaps a Wednesday Addams or 
two,  and more. 

Even pets are willingly and unwill-
ingly dropped into the evening. Small 
costumes that our beloved furry com-
panions are fi ercely crammed into.

To be honest, it’s mostly dogs.  Try-
ing to put a costume on a cat can be 
life endangering. I might perch a 
small hat on our leopard gecko for a 
picture of shed docile enough ... we 
will see. 

I think aside from the obvious goofy 
fun involved there’s an aspect of es-
capism. It’s somewhat freeing to shed 
your normal skin and put on another 
for a little while. 

For a little while you can almost 
imagine climbing a wall, shooting 
ends, fl ying or casting a spell. Fanta-
sies run rampant as you proudly sim-
ply exist in your costume. 

Of course, there’s the positive rein-
forcement of getting candy as a child 
that keeps the memory alive and hap-

py. 
Even our homes can become new 

characters as they are swept up in the 
excitement of the festivities.

Creepy statues, fake graves, strange 
illumination with exaggerated shad-
ows, scary music and the like. What 
a time. 

I hope you enjoy Halloween and 
revel in the opportunity to become 
someone diff erent, if only for a night. 
Especially you adults, even if you 
don’t have kids (maybe especially). 

Have fun being diff erent, watch the 
scariest movies you can, and hide 
around every corner waiting to scare 
your loved ones. 

“We can’t do it without dona-
tions, so that is the number one 
thing we need ... as many dona-
tions as possible,” Vetten added.

Their plan is to open the fi rst 
Tuesday of November. You can 
email matthew@oba-yo.ca or call 
250-666-5207 for more informa-
tion or if you have something to 
donate.

“We’ll even come and pick up 
donations if you have them.”

>  THRIFT SHOP, FROM PG. 4
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By Voice staff 

Morden voters will be heading to 
the polls not once but twice to fi ll the 
vacant seats on city council.

Mayor Brandon Burley and Coun-
cillors Florian Lassnig resigned from 
their positions a few weeks apart this 
fall.

“After careful consideration and 
consultation, we have decided to con-
duct two separate by-elections,” city 
manager Nichole Reidle announced 
in a statement Monday. “The fi rst will 
be for the position of mayor on De-
cember 20, 2023, followed by a sepa-
rate by-election for the city council, a 
date to be determined.

“We understand that both the may-
or and city councillor positions are 
highly valued within our local gov-
ernment, and we want to ensure 

that the entire election process is fair, 
transparent, and benefi cial to our res-
idents.”

Reidle further noted that by hold-
ing the mayoral election fi rst the City 
is ensuring continuity of municipal 
governance and more focused com-
munity engagement with candidates. 

“By conducting the mayor election 
fi rst, residents will have the oppor-
tunity to select a leader who aligns 
with their values and vision for our 
city,” she further noted. “This choice 
can provide essential direction and 
inspiration for those considering run-
ning for city council positions, there-
by promoting a more cohesive and 
unifi ed vision for our community’s 
future.”

Details about registering as a can-
didate for the mayoral election are 
available at mymorden.ca.

Charges laid in standoff
By Voice staff 

Police have released additional 
details about a standoff  that end-
ed peacefully in Morden earlier this 
month.

Morden Police were called to the 
scene of  an assault with a weapon at 
a residence on Westwood Drive the 
evening of Oct. 2.

A man and a woman were arrested 
on the scene, but a second man barri-
caded himself inside the house.

Morden offi  cers were joined by po-
lice from Winkler, the Regional Sup-
port Tactical Team, the Regional Cri-
sis Negotiators Unit, and K9 offi  cers.

Police say the accused, who was also 
wanted by police for failing to attend 
court on charges of possession for the 
purpose of traffi  cking methamphet-
amine, did not respond to numerous 
attempts by negotiators to communi-
cate and ignored diff erent tactics used 
by offi  cers to have him safely exit the 
residence. The situation went on for 
nearly 12 hours

Offi  cers eventually entered the 

building and were able to penetrate 
a make-shift barricade that the ac-
cused had set up and equipped with 
an alarm.

A search of the residence revealed 
the accused hidden inside a wall he 
had accessed through a hidden com-
partment. 

Police discovered that the accused 
had a backpack with a cellphone and 
a charging pack inside the wall where 
he could potentially have been in hid-
ing for hours.

Offi  cers  located and seized a replica 
assault rifl e the accused had during 
the standoff . 

“On October 3rd, 2023 at approxi-
mately 10:30 a.m., the incident had 
ended safely and citizens were al-
lowed to resume their daily activities 
in the area,” Morden Police said in 
a statement. “Police resources were 
used from the Winkler Police Service 
and the Altona Police Service as well 
as assistance from the Morden Fire 
and Rescue.

“Many of these members were called 
out to assist with this incident in the 

middle of the night. This demon-
strates the hard work and dedication 
of all involved.”

As a result of this incident, a 33-year-
old has been charged with assault 
with a weapon, uttering threats, pos-
session of a weapon for a dangerous 
purpose, and three counts of failing 
to comply with the conditions of a 
release order.  He was remanded into 
custody to appear in Provincial Court 
in Winnipeg.

A 25-year-old Morden man is facing 
a charge of possession of a weapon for 
a dangerous purpose. He will be ap-
pearing in Morden Provincial Court 
in January.

Finally, a 46-year-old Morden wom-
an is facing two charges of failing to 
comply with the conditions of a re-
lease order. She will be appearing in 
Morden Provincial Court in Novem-
ber, as she already had charges before 
the courts.

 MORDEN POLICE SERVICE PHOTO
Police seized this replica assault rifl e after entering a Morden home in which a 
man barricaded himself for 12 hours Oct. 2-3.

Morden to hold two separate 
by-elections for council seats

Call 204-325-6888What’s                 story?  
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Reserve Seats or a Table
by Contacting:

P: 204-822-8085

E: thewarehouse@yfc.ca

Christian Life Centre

605 1st St, Morden

Friday, November 3

7-9 pm

Southern Manitoba Concerts begins its 50th season this week
By Lorne Stelmach

Southern Manitoba Concerts (SMC) 
presented it fi rst series 50 years ago 
with the goal of bringing inspiring 
performances to south-central Mani-
toba.

The entirely volunteer board behind 
it is excited to be back post-pandemic 
with a full slate of shows for the 2023-
24 season.

“It is pretty special and exciting to 
be back,” said board member Shar-
ron Wiens, who was only aware of 
one other rural concert series that 

has gone as long as SMC, with a sim-
ilar organization in Pinawa having 
reached the 50-year milestone.

Wiens said they are cautiously op-
timistic about returning and are en-
couraged by the initial response. 

“Southern Manitoba Concerts is for-
tunate to have loyal subscribers who 
have already resubscribed for the 
new concert series,” she said.

“We have to applaud the commu-
nity minded people who started the 
series 50 years ago,” Wiens added. 
“My understanding is that it was just 
a small group of people from Altona, 

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Canadian Brass kicks off  the Southern Manitoba Concert Series’ 50th season this 
Friday at the Access Event Centre in Morden. SMC is off ering subscribers four 
diff erent shows from now until spring. Right: The Nadeau Ensemble is SMC’s 

we were disappointed to see that our commu-
nity was not featured aside from one or two 
‘shares’ around the time of our festival. It has 
become apparent to us that fundamental im-
provements are necessary to ensure that Cen-
tral Manitoba Tourism can eff ectively serve its 
members.

“We hope that Central Manitoba Tourism will 
take this opportunity to evolve and become a 
more eff ective partner in achieving our shared 
goals, and we remain open to reevaluating our 
decision in the future should Central Mani-
toba Tourism demonstrate a commitment to 
addressing these concerns and implementing 
meaningful changes.”

Representatives from Central Manitoba Tour-
ism did not respond to requests for comment 
by press time.

Meanwhile, Schroeder says Altona will con-
tinue to fi nd ways to promote local tourism 
and foster positive regional relationships.

“We’ve been members of Central Manitoba 
Tourism for a long time. While we are parting 
ways for now, we wish them well moving for-
ward. We are looking forward to pursuing oth-
er ways of promoting tourism in Altona next 
year, including working with local residents 
on creating new content that highlights every-
thing we have to off er.”

Winkler, and Morden who met and 
said this was something we want as 
part of the lifestyle of our communi-
ties, so how can we make it happen?”

Having a varied lineup of perform-
ers continues to be a priority for the 
organization.

“This is not a chamber music society. 
It’s meant to appeal to all ages ... and 
just present a variety of performances 
for people,” Wiens said. “And there’s 
also a bit of social mixing that goes on 
at these events as well.”

Kicking off  the season this Friday at 
the Access Event Centre in Morden 
is Canadian Brass. They’re a fi tting 
opener, as the original group per-
formed as part of one of SMC’s fi rst 
seasons decades ago.

The Washington Post once comment-
ed “these are the men who put brass 
music on the map with their unbeat-
able blend of virtuosity, spontaneity 
and humanity.” 

In addition to performances, Cana-
dian Brass has averaged two and a 
half full length recordings per year 

>  TOURISM, FROM PG. 3

for each of its 52 years of existence. 
During the COVID era, the group 
created another award-winning re-
cording called Canadiana that features 
music of Canadian superstars such as 
Joni Mitchell and Bruce Cockburn.

The second SMC show is The Na-
deau Ensemble on Nov. 26 at the Em-
manuel Mennonite Church in Win-
kler. 

The ensemble will present con-
cert-goers with a captivating choice 
of music to celebrate the Christmas 
season, along with a group carol sin-
galong. 

The third show features Notas de 4 
Jan. 28 at Buhler Hall in Gretna.

This Latin folk and jazz ensemble of 
musicians and dancers off ers original 
compositions that are inspired from 
fl amenco, Latin jazz, and traditional 
music from Cuba, Mexico, and Spain. 

The series then concludes with a 
performance from pianist Sarah Ha-
gan Feb. 24 at the Emmanuel Menno-
nite Church in Winkler

The award-winning artist brings to 
the stage her unique combination of 
piano and humour. Hagan’s extensive 
touring has taken her across Canada 
to Sweden, France, Germany and Ita-
ly and twice to New York’s Carnegie 
Hall.

There are a limited number of sub-
scriptions available, taking into con-
sideration the capacity of the ven-
ues. Rush seating tickets will only 
be available for individual shows if 
space allows.

Subscriptions for adults are $80 for 
returning patrons and $100 for new 
ones. Seniors subscriptions are $70 
and $80 while a family of four (two 
adults and two children) can sub-
scribe for $180 or $200.

Tickets are available at The Flower 
Shop in Altona, Morklers in Morden, 
and Bloom Floral Creative in Winkler.

More information can be found on-
line at southernmanitobaconcerts.ca.

second show of the 
season. It takes 
place Nov. 26 at 
the Emmanuel 
Mennonite Church 
in Winkler.
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Main & Stanley reopens to trafficMain & Stanley reopens to traffic
PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

After weeks of work, the revamped intersection at Main Street and Stanley 
Avenue in Winkler reopened to traffi  c last week. The project realigned both the 
north and southbound lanes on Main Street as it crosses over Stanley Ave. Also 
installed were bump-outs  (curb extensions) and ramps to improve safety and 
accessibility for pedestrians. The city has been lobbying Manitoba Highways to 
straighten out the intersection for years. Main St. is under provincial jurisdiction.

Central Manitoba Youth Choir tours the region
Some of the top youth 
singers from across the 
region hit the road last 
week to perform as part of 
the Central Manitoba Youth 
Choir. The choir, which 
was conducted by Scott 
Reimer and accompanied 
by Loren Hiebert, featured 
singers from high schools 
in Winkler, Morden, Altona, 
and beyond. The group 
spent two weekends 
rehearsing together and 
then set out for fi ve days 
of performances, including this one in Altona Saturday afternoon. The tour also 
included multiple stops in Winkler and Morden.

PHOTOS BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE

WSC, NPC teaming up for intergenerational cooking/baking class
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Senior Centre is team-
ing up with Northlands Parkway 
Collegiate’s culinary arts program for 
a free intergenerational cooking/bak-
ing class next month.

On Thursday, Nov. 2 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., adults 55+ are invited to the 
school to take part in either a cooking 
class with chef Paul Henderson or a 
baking class with chef Shelley Patel 
and their students.

It’s a great opportunity to bridge 
the generational gap while learning 
something new, says WSC resource 
coordinator Denise Enns, explaining 
the classes are funded by a Health 
Together Now Increasing Commu-
nity Belonging grant from Southern 
Health-Santé Sud.

“The goal of those grants is to build 
connections and relationships to 

make everyone feel more connected 
and resilient,” she says. “So we came 
up with the idea of contacting the 
high school  and doing a cooking/
baking class with their students.

“It’s a chance to learn, to share, and 
for the younger generation and the 
older generation to work together.”

Chef Henderson says participants 
and students will team up to cook 
and bake food that the group will en-
joy for lunch.

“We’ll all sit together and have a 
meal. I think it’s valuable community 
connection,” he says, noting it’s also 
a great opportunity for seniors to get 
to see and work inside NPC’s state-of-
the-art commercial kitchens.

There will also be a nutritional focus 
to the classes.

“I’ll talk about how nutrition is part 
of the process—healthy portions, 
how to eat better, how many calories 

we need, and the type of fats that are 
good for us,” Henderson says.

To register, call 204-325-8964 and 
ask for Cathleen or Denise. Space is 
limited. The registration deadline is 
Wednesday, Oct. 25.

WORKSHOP ON MONDAY
A bit closer at hand, the senior cen-

tre is partnering with Dying With 

Dignity Canada to host an Advance 
Care Plan seminar this coming Mon-
day, Oct. 23, from 1:30-3:30 p.m. in the 
multi-purpose room at the Buhler Ac-
tive Living Centre.

The session will take participants 
through the ins and outs of creating 
a health care directive or living will. 

All are welcome. Pre-registration is 
not required.
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Salem Foundation Presents

Spending of funds is confined to Board approved programs and purchases. 
Each gift designated toward an approved program will be used as designated 
with the understanding that when a given need has been met, or where projects 
cannot be carried out for any reason, gifts will be used where needed most.

Freewill offering 
Funds go toward upgrading
the Salem Home Courtyard

Faspa
FellowshipSong

and

Featuring music by the D’Friesens

October 29
2023

Bergthaler Church
252 6th Street, Winkler

Music     3:30 pm
Faspa    4:30 pm

“Building for
Today and Tomorrow”

Winkler Co-op members to vote 
on merger with St. Joseph Co-op
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler Co-op members will vote this month on whether 
or not to welcome St. Joseph Co-op to the family.

A special meeting has been called by the Co-op board 
of directors to vote to amalgamate with La Cooperative 
Paroissiale De St. Joseph.

Winkler Co-op board president Milt Olfert explains St. 
Joeseph Co-op approached them with the idea earlier this 
year.

“Winkler Co-op and St. Joe Co-op, we’ve had a good re-
lationship for many years,” he says, noting Winkler has 
hauled fuel for St. Joseph in the past. “So we’ve been 
working together.

“They’re mainly fertilizer, though they also have a small 
general store and gas station,” Olfert says. “We have three 
fertilizer sites and we know that running one fertilizer site 
is hard to make money, but if you have two or more, it 
makes it easier.”

So bringing in St. Joseph’s agro centre, which was built 
in 2016, will serve to bolster both Winkler’s and St.  Joe’s 
fertilizer operations.

“It’s about the volume when it comes to fertilizer and 
chemicals—you get better pricing,” Olfert says. “We’re on 
each other’s border’s now already with Rosetown [Win-
kler Co-op’s ag centre] and St. Joe, because Sun Valley Co-
op has no fertilizer site ... so it was just a good fi t.

PHAC hosts author Casey Plett
By Lorne Stelmach

As a trans-gender woman, Casey Plett often 
draws on this experience in her writing, but she 
also wants people to connect with her writing 
on all of its merits.

That is something she refl ected on in an inter-
view before doing a reading and Q&A at the 
Pembina Hills Gallery in Morden this month.

“I’m of two minds about it. I want my writing 
to be valued for its own sake. At the same time, 
I’m very proud to be trans, and I’m very open 
about it,” said Plett. “I devote a lot of my work 
as well about working with and celebrating oth-
er trans-artists.

“There’s plenty of things in my books that are 
just drawn from real life. There’s also plenty of 
things that aren’t,” she added. “One thing I do 
very much feel is that trans artists have a lot to 
off er the world,  have a lot to off er the world of 
art ... I do feel strongly about that, and I do feel 
that trans-art is just really good art on its own 
terms.”

Born in Winnipeg, Plett lived in Morden for 
close to six years before her family moved. She 
has lived in Oregon, New York, Toronto, and 
Windsor, Ontario.

An award-winning author, Plett was reading 
from and promoting her newest books, includ-
ing the novel A Safe Girl To Love and the non-fi c-
tion On Community. A Safe Girl to Love is a series 
of short stories on the trans experience. In On 
Community, Plett ruminates on the meaning and 
impact of community.

Plett is also the author of A Dream of a Woman, 
Little Fish and has been the co-editor of Mean-
while, Elsewhere: Science Fiction and Fantasy From 
Transgender Writers as well as the publisher at 

LittlePuss Press. She is a two-time winner of the 
Lambda Literary Award for her work.

Plett remembers always being attracted to 
writing, even as a child.

“I can remember when I fi rst had the thought, 
‘I know, I’m going to write a book,’” she said, 
recalling her fi rst attempts at putting pen to pa-
per while the family lived in a duplex on Nelson 
Street in Morden.

“My eight-year-old scribbles did not go far,” 
she said with a laugh. “But I always knew 
I wanted to be a writer. I always knew it was 
something I was going to do.

“I just always loved reading. I knew how to 
read since I was three or four. I took to it very 
quickly. I needed to occupy myself, so reading 
was the way that I sort of dealt with the world, 
and it was something I could do.

“Pretty much right outside of high school, I 
was going to give this a try. I’ll at least try, and if 
it didn’t work out, if its fails, then at least I know 
that and I can go fi gure out something else ... I 
had to at least give it a shot.”

Plett initially just knew she wanted to write 
fi ction even before she transitioned.

“Then, when I transitioned—this was as I was 
trying to begin as a writer—I thought, I don’t 
see trans-fi ction writing out there. I hadn’t re-
ally read much of that, and there was a point 
where that felt sort of intimidating ... so then I 
thought oh, maybe I can write that; maybe it’s 
something that I can contribute.”

Now that Plett has had some success, it aff ords 
her the opportunity to consider how she might 
explore and go further with her writing

“I have been very fortunate. I’ve been more 
successful than I would have ever dreamed 
... and the fact that my books have been cele-

brated to the degree that they have just blows my mind,” 
said Plett. “I think I feel free to take some more risks ... it’s 
opened a lot of doors.”

She concluded with the thought that it was special for 
her to do the reading at the Morden gallery, as it was the 
building that formerly housed the local library where she 
fi rst was really encouraged to read and write.

“The fact that I’m now here doing a reading is very, very 
special.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Casey Plett was at the Morden art gallery this month to 
read from her two new books: A Safe Girl to Love and On 
Community.

Continued on page 15
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As a farm owner, you have specific needs 
regarding financial services.
Together, we can look at all aspects of your personal 
and business finances and minimize tax liabilities. I work 
with you to help you develop financial strategies with 
techniques and ideas to help maximize profitability. 

Know your 
way forward

Brad Ritchie* CFP®
Financial Planner, Sun Life
TruPath Financial Solutions Ltd.
204-822-6777
brad.ritchie@sunlife.com
sunlife.ca/brad.ritchie
68 Fairway Drive, Morden, MB  R8N 1Y9

By Becca Myskiw

A Saskatchewan farm will be the 
fi rst in Canada to have regenerative 
certifi cation.

Axten Farms by Minton, SK, has 
been rewriting the agriculture indus-
try for a while now. What started as 
a family farm three generations ago, 
has become a sustainable powerhouse 
that’s building for the future. 

Derek Axten grew up on the family 
farm. After college, he returned home 
and took on the farm himself. After a 
frost in 2004 left the Axtens vulnera-
ble, they realized they must fi nd ways 
to eliminate risk and increase their 
resilience; the only question was how.

The search for a solution took the 
Axtens to South Dakota to fi nd a new 
disc seeder that would help their 
crops to lose less moisture. While 
there, they learned about the South 
Dakota State University Research 
Farm, which Axten described as “the 
birthplace” of regenerative agricul-
ture.

Regenerative agriculture is a con-
servation approach to farming. In 
Axten’s words, it’s about putting the 
earth’s resources fi rst.

At the research farm, Axten and his 
wife, Tannis, went on a tour of the 
irrigation plots, seeing nothing they 
hadn’t already seen before. Howev-
er, it was there the couple fi rst saw 
an irrigation system putting out two 
inches of water in nine minutes — 
and leaving the soil dry enough to not 
muddy their shoes.

“That was the TSN Turning Point,” 
Axten said. “I was like, ‘show me 
what to do.’”

The Axtens spent the next few years 
researching, travelling, and learn-
ing everything they could about re-
generative agriculture. They started 
with cover crops for crop diversity. 
Over a decade, Axten said they tried 
more than 15 crop combinations, and 
because of that, they now grow over 
10 diff erent grain crops along with 
various specialty peas, mustards and 
more.

“We were looking for a way to in-
crease diversity and lower fertility,” 
he said. 

Their fi rst cover crop didn’t receive 
nitrogen when they fertilized — and 
he saw no diff erence between that 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Derek Axton is a pioneer of regenerative farming in Canada. In 2007, he began 
the process of converting his multi-generational family farm near Minton, SK, 
into a sustainable operation. 

Saskatchewan farm paving the way in regenerative agriculture
crop and the ones that did receive it. 
Today, half of Axten Farms is nitro-
gen-free. 

Years later, Axten bought his own 
seed cleaner so he could start sepa-
rating and cleaning seed himself. This 
led him to start thinking about food 
instead of commodities and became 
the spark for advancements the farm 
has made today.

“It was like how far can we push this 
thing?” Axten said. “We started to ex-
plore ways to grow the crops with 
less, but still be successful and have 
good quality product.”

After attending a conference where 
the speaker talked of microbiolo-
gy management, Axten and Tannis 
found their new interest: managing 
the microbiology of their crops. They 
started by making large amounts of 
windrow thermal compost (organic 
composting material in long wind-
rows) and then doing compost ex-
tracts in the place of fertility.

To get compost extracts, they fi rst 
fi ll small bags with the compost, then 
hang them in a small brewer. The bags 
and the water each have bubblers that 
wash and massage the biology and 
the compounds out of the compost, 
and after 20 minutes, they can change 
the bags out with fresh material to 
extract. Once they have the compost 
extract, Tannis will look at the biology 

under her microscope and when she’s 
happy with what she sees, they’ll add 
minerals and biological foods to it, 
then put it in the seeder to add in-fur-
row.

Around the same time Axten Farms 
started making its own compost ex-
tract for fertility, it also started doing 

sap analyses instead of soil analyses. 
A sap analysis takes a certain part of 
the plant from various spots in the 
fi eld and squishes the juice out of it. 
The information from that tells Axten 
what his plants are taking in.

Continued on page 18
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By Jennifer McFee

Moooove over manual milking — 
this Manitoba dairy farm is run by 
robots.

It’s all in the family at Halarda 
Farms in Elm Creek, which has been 
operated by the Borst clan for nearly 
40 years.

The entrepreneurial enterprise be-
gan with Hans and Dini Borst, who 
moved to Manitoba from Holland 
in 1984. They bought an existing 80-
cow operation and named it Halarda 
Farms, incorporating the fi rst initials 
of the names of themselves and their 
children — Hans, Anton, Lucie, Alex, 
Ralph, Dini and Adrianne.

The business continued to grow, and 
by 2008 they had acquired more than 
600 milking cows. 

Ten years ago, Anton Borst and his 
wife Cheryl offi  cially took over the 
operation from his parents. The cou-
ple has nine children and nine grand-
children — with more on the way.

“When our kids are 12 years old, 
that’s when they’re offi  cially on the 
chore list and on the payroll,” Anton 
said. 

“All our kids have to go off  the farm 
for at least a year and do something 
else. Then they can decide if they 
want to come back to the farm. And 

if they want to have a job on the farm, 
that’s always possible. If they want to 
be involved in ownership or manage-
ment, it takes a totally diff erent level 
of commitment.”

Last year, their son Michael and 
daughter-in-law Janique joined as 
partners, representing the third gen-
eration managing the family farm. 

“I like working with animals and I 
don’t mind working hard,” said Mi-
chael, a father of three wee children 
with a fourth expected to arrive soon. 
“I liked growing up working with my 
family — and I want that for my kids 
too.”

The bustling business also employ-
ees 17 full-time staff  members as well 
as some part-time workers. 

About 15 years ago, when Halar-
da Farms’ manual milking parlour 
needed to be replaced, they set out 
to explore new options — and they 
discovered innovations in large robot 
barns that ended up transforming the 
future of the family farm. 

They decided to build a new barn 
equipped with Lely Astronaut A3 
robotic milking systems. Over time, 
they continued to add more robots 
while also increasing the size of their 
herd and in 2019 upgraded the robots 
to Lely A5s.

Today, Halarda Farms is home to 

Automated systems boost efficiency at Halarda Farms

Six-year-old Richard represents the 
fourth generation on the family farm. 

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER MCFEE AND SAMUEL BURBANO MCFEE
Left to right: Jaclyn, Richard, Janique, Miranda, Michael, Alayah, Annika, Cheryl 
and Anton.

nearly 3,000 Holsteins, including 
1,300 milking cows that are milked an 
average of 2.8 times per day at 20 ro-
botic stations. 

The cows are separated into mul-
tiple groups depending on their age 
and stage of life. They all wear com-
puterized collars that monitor every-
thing from the cow’s movement to 
how they chew their cud. 

“The infrared collars can calculate a 

chance that she’s sick. Any cow with 
a 70 per cent probability of being ill 
will automatically be put in a separate 
pen. If she’s in a sort pen, it will tell 
you the reason she’s there. It also in-
dicates when she’s in heat and needs 
to be bred,” Anton says. 

“The robotic system saves a lot of 
work. It gives the farmer a more fl ex-
ible schedule, and robotic systems 
collect a lot of additional data on the 
cows that can be used for manage-
ment decisions. With a herd this size, 
we’re trying to do management by 
exception.”

Continued on page 14
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Cheryl and Anton Borst with daughters Jaclyn and Annika. 

After they’re milked in the robotic station, cows are routed through automated 
gates. 

On any given day, about 20 cows are 
in the separate sort pen for treatment 
or recuperation. 

“If we have to treat them with any 
kind of antibiotic, then there is a set 
milk withdrawal after the antibiotic 
is used. The milk is not allowed to be 
shipped, and we take that very seri-
ously,” Anton said.

“We have a very close relationship 
with Morden Vet Clinic and they’re 
here once a week on Tuesdays. They 
do pregnancy checking and we’ll 
show them any cows that we’re not 
100 per cent sure about.” 

About 150 calves are born each 
month, with an average of fi ve per 
day. The males are sent to Alberta 

while the females are raised on the 
farm for two to three lactation cycles. 
All the females undergo genetic test-
ing so only the best are bred for re-
placement. 

“Dairy cows are like high-end ath-
letes,” Anton said. “They’re bred to 
give a lot of milk, so for them to be 
able to perform up to their potential, 
we need everything for their care to 
be right when it comes to nutrition 
and comfort.”  

Comfort is key for maximizing milk 
production, which averages 41 li-
tres daily per milking cow. Each day, 
Halarda Farms ships out about 50,000 
litres, and all the milk is sold through 
the non-profi t Dairy Farmers of Man-

 >  HALARDA FARMS, FROM PG. 12

itoba, which also designates the desti-
nation. Most of the milk from Halar-
da Farms ends up being processed in 
Winnipeg or St. Claude.

The climate is closely monitored in 
the well-ventilated barns, which have 
plenty of natural light. Other com-
fort measures include an automated 
bedding system that deposits fresh-
ly chopped straw. In the main pens, 
cows enjoy lounging on waterbeds 
with a foam underlay.

The animals undergo automated 
hoof baths four days per 
week, and a professional 
hoof-trimmer visits the 
farm weekly. Automat-
ed brushes provide even 
more creature comfort 
for pregnant cows.

The Borsts also hire a 
nutritionist to determine 
the right ratio of ingredi-
ents to feed their cows to 
maximize milk production with the 
best possible components. They grow 
their own crops on 5,000 acres of 
farmland and try to keep six months 
of feed in reserve. Healthy food is 
always within reach for the cows, 
thanks to the Lely Juno automatic 
feed pushers. Houle alley scrapers 
keep the barns clean by continual-
ly pushing manure to a channel un-
der the fl oor. Eventually, the manure 
is used to fertilize their fi elds for a 
full-circle cycle.

Besides dealing with bovines, the 
dairy business involves many admin-
istrative aspects. 

“On a farm our size, there is a lot 
of administration and data manage-
ment, so there is a lot of offi  ce work. 
In addition, because there is some au-
tomation and equipment, there is also 
a lot of maintenance and repair work 

that needs to be done,” Anton said. 
“On top of that, all these animals 

need to eat so we plant and grow 
and harvest a lot of feed for the cows 
during the summer and fall. Person-
ally, I spend most of the time working 
in the offi  ce during the week with an 
occasional trip to barn. On weekends, 
when some of the regular staff  are off , 
I will work in the barn and with the 
cows for part of the day.”

For Anton, the best part about being 
a dairy farmer is the opportunity to be 

his own boss. 
“We enjoy the chal-

lenge and variety of 
the work. It takes a 
wide-ranging skill set 
to be an eff ective dairy 
farmer. You need to 
be able to understand 
cropping, animals, 
people and business,” 
says Anton, whose fa-

vourite dairy products are cheese and 
ice cream. 

“We also enjoy seeing the indus-
try evolve and change as technology 
evolves quickly in the dairy industry.”

And after a decade of robotic dairy 
farming, Anton doesn’t miss the man-
ual method of milking. 

“I have done it occasionally on a cow 
that was ill,” he said, “but it is a very 
ineffi  cient way of harvesting milk.”

Looking ahead, the future is bright 
at Halarda Farms, which focuses on 
lean management to maximize effi  -
ciency.

“We are always looking for ways to 
become more effi  cient, be it by saving 
labour or saving costs,” Anton said. 

“As expenses and interest rates in-
crease, we need to fi nd ways to main-
tain our margins so we can be profi t-
able.”

“DAIRY COWS ARE 
LIKE HIGH-END 
ATHLETES ...”
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Endowment fund to generate bursaries 
for current, future health care workers
By Lorne Stelmach

A bursary has been set up under the 
umbrella of the Morden Area Founda-
tion to help meet the critical need for 
health care professionals in this area. 

The Learn and Return for Health 
Care Bursary was spearheaded by a 
committee that recognized there is a 
huge need in the area, especially with 
the demand for spe-
cialized health care 
workers that will 
be needed at the ex-
panded Boundary 
Trails Health Centre 
(BTHC).

“This will be one 
way of maybe ad-
dressing the staffi  ng 
issue on a bit more of 
a permanent basis,” 
suggested Marilyn 
Skubovius, who is 
part of the planning 
committee that also includes Pat Gib-
son, Sue Nelson, Allison Braun, and 
Lenore Laverty. “Maybe students will 
see this is out there, and maybe this 
is something will make them look at 
this area.” 

This bursary will provide a fi nancial 
award to a person entering or con-
tinuing post-secondary studies lead-
ing to employment within the health 

care fi eld and with subsequent em-
ployment at BTHC or Morden Men-
zies Medical Centre.

It could also apply to a current em-
ployees seeking advanced education 
or a new Canadian that needs recer-
tifi cation, but with an understanding 
the recipient returns to work in the 
area for a minimum of one year. 

Once they are able to reach $100,000, 
the fund will generate a 
bursary of $5,000 every 
year. Their long-term 
goal is to raise $1 mil-
lion.

This bursary is being 
established as an en-
dowed fund of the foun-
dation, so the money in-
vested in it will continue 
to provide health care 
education dollars in per-
petuity. 

Skubovius empha-
sized the fund will generate funding 
for this bursary now and for genera-
tions to come, so donors can be part of 
ensuring expanded health care at the 
hospital and clinic by making a gift to 
this bursary through the foundation.

“With the expansion of the hospital, 
there will be a need for more staff  plus 
upgraded staff  in some departments,” 
she said. “There will be a need from 
time to time for developing and ex-

“THIS WILL BE ONE 
WAY OF MAYBE 
ADDRESSING THE 
STAFFING ISSUE ON 
A BIT MORE OF A 
PERMANENT BASIS.” 

“And then with us delivering their 
fuel already, it just made sense that 
they would become part of one larger 
Co-op.”

Winkler Co-op currently has about 
20,200 members. St. Joseph Co-op 
brings approximately 350 members to 
the table.

The voting meeting takes place at 
the Days Inn Conference Centre in 
Winkler at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 
26. 

This is the second amalgamation 
Winkler Co-op has undertaken in 
recent years. In 2019 members voted 

nearly 95 per cent in favour of merg-
ing with Lowe Farm Co-op.

NEW NAME IN THE WORKS
As the Co-op continues to grow be-

yond its Winkler roots, the store is 
looking to change its name to better 
refl ect its regional reach. The Co-op 
today has locations and members in 
Winkler, Morden, Plum Coulee, Lowe 
Farm, and Rosetown.

“We’ve talked about changing the 
name for a few years now,” says Ol-
fert. “When we amalgamated with 
Lowe Farm it was something we knew 

we wanted to do, but then COVID hit 
and everything kind of got put on the 
back burner.

“We want a name that represents the 
whole region we serve, not just Win-
kler.”

Co-op has put a call out to the com-
munity for name ideas. You can sub-
mit yours online at winklerco-op.crs 
until Oct. 31 for a chance to win a $500 
Co-op gift card.

The new name will be voted on by 
Co-op staff  and board members and 
then brought forth to members before 
the 2024 AGM.

Paint night funPaint night fun

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
There was some pre-Halloween fun at the Pembina Hills Gallery last Friday 
evening. The paint night had Dani Johnson lead participants in creating a 
Halloween themed painting using acrylic paints. She guided them on things 
like blending techniques, perspective, and shading.

panding their skills and training, and 
there will also be newcomers coming 
in who need some upgrading of their 
credentials.”

The BTHC Foundation needs to be 
more focused on the physical build-
ing and expansion infrastructure, so 
this is another specifi c need that they 
can address, said Skubovius.

“It will be an endowment fund for-
ever for health care,” she said.

They are planning to hold an offi  -
cial kickoff  later this year, but people 
can already make donations. Cheques 
can be mailed to the Morden Area 
Foundation, 13 – 379 Stephen Street 
Morden, R6M 0G8 or by e-transfer 
to info@mordenfoundation.ca. For 
receipts, include your name, mailing 
address, and specify the Learn and 
Return Health Care fund in the mes-
sage box.

Fire destroys St. Jean Baptiste grain elevator
By Lorne Stelmach

The value of having a mutual aid 
district was on full display last week-
end as fi refi ghters and equipment 
from across the region helped battle a 
grain elevator fi re in St. Jean Baptiste.

Letellier fi refi ghters were initially 
called in early Saturday morning, but 
they were soon followed by members 
from departments including Morris, 
Altona, Dominion City, and Emerson.

Help then also came from Winkler 
with its ladder truck and a water 
tanker as well as from Morden with 
another water tanker.

“Everybody did a fantastic job ... 
with the mutual aid district, every-
body works so well together,” said 
Letellier fi re Chief Andrew Dixon on 
Monday.

Emergency crews were called to 
the elevator around 3:30 a.m., Dixon 
said. When they arrived, the fi re had 
progressed substantially through the 
75-year-old wooden structure.

“It was very involved by the time 

we got there,” he said. “We had to just 
keep it contained where it was and 
not let it spread 

“Our department went to help evac-
uate houses ... and the guys set about 
watering the houses to make sure 
they were protected.”

Overall, it was a dangerous situation 

that had to be managed carefully, said 
Dixon, who noted they eventually 
were able to get to “start to tear down 
the building and knock it down.”

“The scene was still active right now 
[as of Monday],” he noted. “We were 
there until 10 o’clock Saturday night.”

The site was monitored overnight 

Saturday and through the next day.
“Overnight the guys had just been 

dampening down some hot spots,” 
Dixon explained.

The cause of the fi re and estimate of 
the damage was not yet available. No 
one was injured.

 >  WINKLER CO-OP, FROM PG. 10
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Male Hawks 
looking to break 
losing streak
By Lorne Stelmach

A rough week for the male U18 
Pembina Valley Hawks has the team 
now in the midst of a four-game los-
ing streak.

A 5-2 loss last Wednesday to the 
third place Thrashers in Winnipeg 
was followed by a pair of 4-1 defeats 
at the hands of the fi rst place Brandon 
Wheat Kings.

It puts the Hawks in 11th place in 
the early going of the season with 
only one victory and a shootout loss 
through their fi rst seven games. 

Pembina Valley opened scoring 
against Winnipeg, but the Thrashers 
went on to take period leads of 2-1 
and 4-1.

Acoyen Fehr scored both Hawks 
goals including a powerplay marker 
with just 25 seconds left in the game. 
Bryson Yaschyshyn made 31 saves as 
Winnipeg had a slim 36-35 edge in 
shots on net.

Game one in Brandon Friday again 
saw the Hawks open scoring on a 
goal by Jaxon Hildebrand just 13 sec-
onds into the second period. Brandon 
however then took a 3-1 lead into the 

second intermission.
Yaschyshyn had a busy night in net 

with 45 saves, while the Hawks man-
aged 27 shots on goal.

Pembina Valley kept it close in game 
two and only trailed 2-1 before giving 

up two empty-net goals in the fi nal 
minute.

Fehr scored the lone Hawks goal, 
while Ryler Gates made 43 saves with 
Brandon holding a 47-24 edge in shots 
on goal including the two empty net 

markers.
The Hawks have a chance to get 

on track this weekend as they are at 
home in Morden to host a double-
header against Yellowhead Saturday 
evening and Sunday afternoon.

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
The Pembina Valley Hawks dropped Sunday’s home game against the visiting Brandon Wheat Kings 4-1. It followed another 
4-1 loss to Brandon two nights earlier and a 5-2 defeat at the hands of the Winnipeg Ice on Wednesday.

Local high school teams bring home provincial banners
By Voice staff 

Local high school athletes ran away 
with a number of medal-earning fi n-
ishes at the MHSAA Provincial High 
School Cross Country Championship 
last week.

The event was held at the Asessippi 
Ski Resort Oct. 11.

Top three fi nishers from our cover-
age area include: 

• W.C. Miller Collegiate, JV Girls A/
AAA, gold medal. On the team are 
Kate Sawatsky, India Loewen, Kirsten 
Giesbrecht, Sienna Loewen, Bella Pe-
ters, and Halle Smith.

• Morden Collegiate, JV Boys A/
AAA, gold. On the team are Logan 
McPhail, Vance Olson, Connor Olson, 
Kiru Griffi  n, Mason Frost, Isaac Loe-
wen, and Tyson Mullin.

• Morden Collegiate, JV Girls A/
AAA, bronze. The team includes Kate 
Giesbrecht, Alison Convrey, Meredith 
Plett, Brielle Apperley, Ava Earl, Ani-
ka Wiens, and Mady Letkeman.

• Garden Valley Collegiate, Var-
sity Boys A/AAA, silver. The team 
includes Koen Unrau, Eh Kar Kaw 
Phyo Moon, Lucas Froese, and Isaiah 
Vanden Berg.

Then, last weekend, our local teams 

shone once again at the 2023 Provin-
cial A-AAA Soccer Championships in 
Dauphin.

The fi nal boys match came down to 
two Winkler teams: the NPC Night-
hawks and the GVC Zodiacs. The Zo-
diacs brought home the banner with 
a 4-0 win.

Meanwhile, the third-place match 
between the W.C. Miller Aces and 
the Niverville Panthers went Altona’s 
way 3-1.

In the girl’s tournament, the Aces 
and the Zodiacs squared off  in the 
gold medal game. GVC won it 2-1.

A host of local players earned 

awards for their prowess on the fi eld 
at the event.

Making the All-Stars list was Mor-
den’s Rylee Thiessen, GVC’s Vanes-
sa Fanz and Maria Bergen, and W.C. 
Miller’s Kate Swatsky and Vanessa 
Krahn.

For the boys, All-Stars honours went 
to Altona’s Moses Neufeld and Nico 
Hagin, Quinton James-Decker and 
Kevin Neufeld from NPC, and Eh 
K’Thwee Soe E’Thwee Soeand Mosi 
William from GVC.

The MVP awards went to GVC’s 
Mekdes Wall and William Bergen.

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Winkler Flyers remain flawless seven games in
the MGEU East Division standings at 
7-0 and 14 points. The Steinbach Pis-
tons are right up there with them at 14 
points and a 7-2 record that has them 

in second place. Niverville is in third 
place at 6-2-1 and 13 points.

Coming up, the Flyers host OCN 
Sunday at 7 p.m. Next week Monday 

and Tuesday they play Neepawa and 
Dauphin in Winnipeg at the MJHL 
Showcase and then head to Steinbach 
to face the Pistons on Oct. 28.

By Lorne Stelmach

A three-game slide has the female 
U18 Pembina Valley Hawks sitting 
at .500 in the standings after having 
opened the season with three straight 
victories.

The Hawks were edged 1-0 by Yel-
lowhead Saturday evening in Shoal 
Lake and then had another close loss 
in falling 5-4 to Westman Sunday af-
ternoon in Hartney.

A fi rst period goal was all the Chiefs 
needed for the win Saturday as Yel-
lowhead goaltender Natalie Rampton 
stopped all 26 Pembina Valley shots 

for the shutout, while Kasia Rakow-
ski made 35 saves to keep the Hawks 
in the game.

Westman had period leads of 2-0 
and 4-1 before Pembina Valley made 
it a close game with three third period 
goals, including two goals within 17 
seconds with about a minute remain-
ing in the game.

Ava Dalebozik had a pair of goals 
for the Hawks while Abigail Briggs 
picked up four assists. Sophia Cox 
and Hayden Arkle also scored for 
Pembina Valley, while Rakowski 
made 39 saves with Westman holding 
a 44-42 edge in shots on goal.

The Hawks still sit in third place in 
the early going with six points. That 
has them even with the Winnipeg Ice 
while trailing Eastman at seven and 
Yellowhead at 10 points.

The Hawks take a break from league 
play this week as they head south of 
the border for a tournament in Min-
neapolis. It will include games Friday 
against San Diego and Dallas, Satur-
day against North Dakota, and Sun-
day versus Anaheim. 

League play resumes the following 
weekend with home games against 
the Winnipeg Ice Oct. 28 and Winni-
peg Avros Oct. 29.

Female Hawks fall to Chiefs, Wildcats

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler extended its win streak 
to seven games in going up against 
Waywayseecappo in Manitoba Junior 
Hockey League action last weekend.

The Flyers hit the ice strong and 
didn’t let up on the Wolverines 
through 60 minutes, scoring three 
times in the fi rst period, twice in the 
second, and four in the fi nal frame to 
sweep the game 9-0.

Malachi Klassen got the shutout in 
net with 22 saves. The Flyers fi red 27 
shots on goal the other way. 

Mike Svenson and Jacob Sargent 
both had two-goal nights while the 
remaining fi ve came in from Jayce 
Legaarden, Brady Craik, Brody 
Beauchemin, Trent Penner, and Nick 
McKee.

Waywayseecappo were zero for 
six on the powerplay while Winkler 
made good with goals on three of 
their eight extra man advantages.

Winkler remains in the top spot in 

Darlingford man tackles 24-
hour race for Candlelighters
By Lorne Stelmach

A local resident took on the chal-
lenge of an endurance race in support 
of a good cause.

Devon Wiebe took part in the Beau-
dry Fall Classic 24 hour race/run 
at the Beaudry Provincial Park the 
weekend of Sept. 30 and Oct. 1, with 
his fundraising going towards the 
Manitoba Candlelighters Childhood 
Cancer Support organization.

Candlelighters exists to be a support 
for Manitoba families who are aff ect-
ed by childhood cancer, and it aims to 
provide meaningful emotional, social, 
informational and tangible support as 
well as creating connection between 
families. 

“I have a friend whose kid went 
through a big thing ... Manitoba Can-
dlelighters helped them out a lot, so I 
reached out to him ... he kind of expe-
rienced it fi rst hand,” said Wiebe.

Having grown up in Schanzenfeld 
then later schooled in Winkler, Wiebe 
now lives near Darlingford. He only 
really took up running in recent years 
during the pandemic

His wife’s schooling got delayed, he 
explained, and he found he had time 
on his hands while in Prince Edward 
Island.

“She was doing her schooling, and 
while I was out there I got kind of 
restless and just started running. I got 
into it that way.”

He then discovered the Beaudry Fall 
Classic, a timed-loop trail race held at 
the provincial park just west of Win-
nipeg.

Each loop is about fi ve kilometres 
and participants can sign up for six, 
12, 24, and 48-hour solo options. This  
year also featured a new Friday Night 
Sunset Fun Run.

Wiebe obviously did some training 
to prepare for the event.

“I just wanted to get into longer en-
durance runs, and I fi gured it would 
be a good entry because it’s time 
based and not mileage based run-
ning,” he said.

“I did lots of either early morning 
or late night runs because we have a 
young boy ourselves, so I don’t want 
to spend too much time away from 
him.

“I just wanted to work up the mile-
age rather than faster times ... a hun-
dred miles was kind of a big goal for 
me.”

In the end, he did his 100 miles in 23 
hours and 17 minutes—just in under 
the 24 hour wire.

“I cut it a little close ... I could have 
maybe fi t one more loop in, but it was 
a bit tight,” he said. “It was just doing 
constant math in my head, trying to 

fi gure out how long I needed to keep 
the pace up.”

Wiebe was looking to get pledge 
donations starting at $1 per mile but 
was open to any other form of dona-
tion for the event as well. He was still 
fi nalizing his fi nal tally but fi gured 
it might come in at around a couple 
thousand dollars.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Devon Wiebe (centre) took part in the Beaudry Fall Classic 24-hour race/run this 
month in support of the Manitoba Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Support 
group.
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By Ty Dilello 

Carman’s pumpkin, dubbed heavi-
est in Roland at the annual weigh-in, 
topped the scale at a whopping 1,539 
pounds—roughly the weight of a full-
grown bull moose. 

The weigh-off  started at 10:30 a.m. 
with 27 giant pumpkin entries. And 
the defending champion Jason Ter-
win of Carman took home his third 
straight title with his winning gargan-
tuan jack-o’-lantern gourd.

Terwin is happy to share his grow-
ing tips and notes that for anyone 
looking to grow gigantic pumpkins, 
get a soil test and prepare your soil as 
best you can. 

“Get some good genetics seeds, fer-
tilize and water,” said Jason Terwin. 
“Get tips from other growers and ask 
questions. There’s usually a Growers 
Seminar and Patch Tour in the spring 
and summer. But it comes down to 
spending a lot of time in the garden 
and a lot of luck.” 

From a seed the size of a dime, Ter-
win starts them in the house around 
April 20 and has them in their little 
garden shelters by the fi rst week of 
May.  

“It’s a great hobby to be outside in 
the garden,” said Terwin. “You never 
know what shows up at the Roland 
Pumpkin Fair. I was hoping for the 
Manitoba record set by Cornie Ban-
man at 1,660.5 lbs in 2019. But the 
Banman’s always have some good 
ones. And I knew Charlie Bernstrom 
had a near 2,000 pounder coming in.” 

However, Bernstrom had some un-
fortunate news: he found a crack un-
der his pumpkin when he lifted it up 
on Friday before the fair, making it 
not eligible to win. 

“So no, I didn’t expect to win heavi-
est pumpkin for the third consecutive 

Each pumpkin is placed on the scale for the weigh-in.

For a second straight year, organizers 
hoisted a gigantic pumpkin into the air 
for onlookers to see it come smashing 
down. 

Roland Pumpkin Fair a smashing success

year. It was a great surprise. Now I 
have to start for next year prepara-
tion.”

“Following the Harvest Supper, the 
Pumpkin Drop was a huge smash,” 
said organizer Derek Baschuk. “This 
was the second year of the drop and 
was a crowd favourite both last year 
and this year. And this year, a splash 
was added as it was dropped into a 
large pool of water.”

A big thank you goes out to all of the 
volunteers who helped make the Ro-
land Pumpkin Fair a success.

“It was a great day,” said organizer 
Lisa Pinkerton. “We were glad the 
rain fi nally stopped. The fairgrounds 
were pretty muddy but at least we 
had good weather. We held our sec-
ond annual giant pumpkin drop to 
end the day, and we dropped one of 
the giants that were weighed in the 
morning into a swimming pool this 
year.”

TOP GROWERS OF THE FAIR:
Pumpkin
First $1,500 - Jason Terwin - Carman 

– 1,539 pounds
Second $1,000 - Cornie Banman - 

RM of Stanley – 1,496.5
Third $500 - Marlene Terwin - Car-

man – 1,299
Fourth $200 - Art Cameron - Roland 

– 1,178
Fifth $100 - Emilio Lassnig, RM of 

Stanley – 1,156.5
Sixth - $100 - Zac Anseeuw - Oak 

Bluff  – 1,114
Seventh - $100 - Helen Banan - RM 

of Stanley – 1,107.5

Eighth - $100 - Julianne Zoppa, Oak 
Bluff  – 1,094

Ninth - $100 - Henry Banman - 
Schanzenfeld – 1,061.5

Tenth $100 - Doug Whitehead - Ro-
land – 1,009

Tomato
Jason Terwin - Carman – 2.11 pounds

Watermelon
Cornie Banman - RM of Stanley – 92 

pounds

Squash
Henry Banman - Schanzenfeld – 

1,229 pounds

“It doesn’t really matter what your 
soil test says because it doesn’t cor-
relate with the sap analysis,” he said.

When Axten started this, no labs in 
North America did the analysis for 
him, so he was sending his samples 
to Australia. With the results he get 
from it, he’d plan next year’s crops 
and fertility. Axten said it’s all about 
balance. If the soil has certain defi -
ciencies, he  can subsidize that with 
micronutrients. The intervention only 
costs around $4 per acre.

“If you buy them in the right form, 
it’s not an expensive thing to do,” he 
said.

What’s surprised Axten most since 
starting these practices is how every-

thing seems to be crop-specifi c rath-
er than fi eld-specifi c. Because Axten 
Farms seeds over 10,000 acres a year, 
knowing what’s in the crops before 
they grow gives Axten more peace of 
mind. 

At a conference in 2017, Axten lis-
tened to a presentation on regenera-
tive becoming its own stream of farm-
ing, similar to organic farming.

“I went home thinking I’m pretty 
sure that lady is right,” he said.

Because he already had a seed clean-
er, his new interest became tangible, 
so Axten started planning a facili-
ty for packaging food products. He 
started moving ground on it in the 
summer of 2019 and by 2020, it was 

done. Axten soon started expanding 
the facility to add a packaging line 
and automated packaging for milling 
fl our and the expansion project just 
fi nished. 

Because of its advances and chang-
es, Axten Farms will now be the fi rst 
in Canada to have its regenerative 
certifi cation.

“To us, regenerative means putting 
the soil fi rst,” Axten said. “If we put 
soil fi rst everything else looks after 
itself.”

A few other things Axten Farms 
does to help the earth is never driving 
outside of tire tracks on fi elds and us-
ing mechanical weed control on com-
bines (another Australian invention).

Axten believes regenerative agricul-
ture is the future of rural communi-
ties. He backs this up with the movie 
One Hundred Thousand Beating Hearts, 
which tells the story of an American 
farmer who started putting the earth’s 
resources fi rst, and by doing that, his 
poor, underpopulated community be-
gan to rebuild and thrive. 

“You can sit back and watch your 
town die, or you can do something 
about it,” said Axten. “We chose to do 
something about it.”

Axten and Tannis will be speaking 
at Manitoba Forage & Grassland’s 
Regen Ag Conference in Brandon this 
November. To learn more about that, 
go to www.mfga.net.

 >  AXTEN, FROM PG. 11
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FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Recreational Pilot 
Program is the best 
way to get started, 
must be 16 years of 
age. Privileges: fl y for 
fun in a certifi ed air-
plane, a home-built 
aircraft or an ultra-
light; fl y by day only 
in Canada with one 
passenger; can easily 
add fl oat rating to per-
mit. LS Airways Flight 
Academy 204-651-
1402.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
Wanted old advertis-
ing: Dealership signs, 
service station, gas 
pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, 
White Rose, Buff alo, 
Husky, Ford, GM, 
Dodge, Tire signs, 
Coke, Pepsi etc. Call 
306- 221-5908.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
SEASONAL HIR-
ING? REGISTERING 
PEOPLE FOR WIN-
TER PROGRAMS? 
SOMETHING FOR 
SALE? HAVING AN 
EVENT? Book your 
Blanket Classifi ed Ads 
NOW in the 31 Weekly 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers to have 
your messaging seen 
all over the province! 
Call 204-467-5836 or 
call MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Commu-
nity Newspapers As-
sociation. www.mcna.
com

BUSINESS 
SERVICS

Private mortgage 
lender. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approv-
al. Toll free 1-866-405-
1228 www.fi rstand
secondmortgages.ca

SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

FARMLAND TENDER

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Sealed, written tenders for property in the 
MUNICIPALITY of LOUISE and 
MUNICIPALITY OF PEMBINA 

described below will be received by:
McCULLOCH MOONEY JOHNSTON SELBY LLP

BOX 1670
CARMAN, MANITOBA R0G 0J0
ATTN: SCOTT W. JOHNSTON

PROPERTY NE ¼ 36-2-10 WPM
 PARCEL A PLAN 37688 MLTO IN NE ¼ 36-2-10 WPM
 being approx. 153.24 Acres

 PARCEL B PLAN 37688 MLTO IN SW ¼ 6-3-9 WPM
 Being approx. 9.00 Acres

 SE ¼ 36-2-10 WPM
 Being approx. 156.52 Acres

CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge 

of the property.
2.  Tenders must be received on or before 2:00 pm on November 3, 

2023.
3.  Tenders must be accompanied by a $10,000.00 cheque payable to 

McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP in Trust as a deposit.  
Deposit cheques accompanying unacceptable bids will be returned.

4. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an 

agreement covering terms and conditions of sale.
2.  In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must 

be paid on or before the date of closing which shall be December 1, 
2023, or evidence provided that the purchase funds will be available 
under conditions acceptable to the Vendor.  If the balance of the 
accepted tender is not paid within the set time limit the deposit may 
be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

3.  Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for full 
payment are made following acceptance of tender.

4.  Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes 
commencing January 1, 2024.

5.  The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of GST  
or shall self-assess for GST.

For further information contact Scott W. Johnston at:
Ph:  (204) 745-2546
Fax: (204) 745-3963

email: scott@mmjslaw.com

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Pursuant to Section 194 of The Municipal Act, notice is given that 
the Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report for the City of Win-
kler for the year 2022 are available for inspection by any person at 
the City of Winkler office during regular office hours.
David Martens, Director of Corporate Services

PUBLIC NOTICE REGARDING 
AUDITOR’S REPORT

CITY OF WINKLER
185 Main Street, Winkler, MB, R6W 1B4
204-325-9524 |  | 204-325-5915

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 204-467-5836 or Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Morden Elks Park Place
55+ Building

One Bedroom 
Apartment
Overlooking 

Confederation Park
Available Immediately

Life Lease Arrangement
$27,500 Deposit

$865.00 per month
Apply to:

100-9th Street
Morden, MB R6M 2B8

Or call 822-9324

CARMAN 
GUN SHOW

Date: 
Oct. 28, 2023 

Time: 
9AM to 3PM

Place: 
Carman Hall

$7 ADMISSION

All are one bedroom with a den. From 
963 sq ft and up. Some facing east onto 

the creek. Everything is on one level, 
heated garage parking available. All 
suites come with fridge, stove and 

dishwasher, a laundry room with hook 
ups for your own washer and dryer, a 

walk in pantry, a patio and more. 
 Call Cindy at 204-362-7151, or email to 

cindy@jacobmanagement.com

OAK WEST ESTATES IN MORDEN 
HAS SUITES AVAILABLE.

SENIOR RENTAL/LIFE LEASE

COMING EVENTS

SENIOR RENTAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT
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Sealed tenders in writing for the purchase of the property 
described below will be received by: 

McCULLOCH MOONEY JOHNSTON SELBY LLP
351 Main St.

Box 279
Manitou, MB R0G 1G0

PROPERTY FOR SALE: 
NW ¼ 8-3-6 WPM
148.65 cultivated acres
Title No. 2862254/4; Roll No. 264100.000

CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and 

knowledge of the property.
2.  Tenders must be received on or before 3:00 p.m. on 

November 3rd, 2023.
3.  A deposit cheque in the amount of $30,000.00, payable 

to McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby Trust, must 
accompany the Tender. Deposit cheques accompanying 
unacceptable bids will be returned.

4. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to 

complete an agreement covering terms and conditions of 
sale.

2.  In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted 
tender must be paid on or before the date of closing 
which shall be January 1, 2024, or evidence provided 
that the purchase funds will be available under conditions 
acceptable to the Vendor.  If the balance of the accepted 
tender is not paid within the set time limit the deposit may 
be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

3.  Possession is not authorized until acceptable 
arrangements for full payment are made following 
acceptance of tender. Once arrangements acceptable to 
the vendor have been made, the successful bidder may 
have access to the property. 

4.  Successful bidder will be responsible for real property 
taxes commencing January 1, 2024.

5.  The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of GST or 
shall self-assess for GST.

6. The land is not subject to a right of first refusal. 
7.  The existing Lease Agreement expires December 31, 

2023 and will be discharged. 

For further information, contact Chris H. Bowler
Phone: 204-242-2801

Fax: 204-242-2723
Email: chris@mmjslaw.com

Please Label Envelopes: “8-3-6WPM Tender”

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER 
IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY

Sealed tenders in writing for the rental of the farm land 
described below will be received by: 

McCULLOCH MOONEY JOHNSTON SELBY LLP
351 Main St.

Box 279
Manitou, MB R0G 1G0

PROPERTY FOR RENT:
SW 21-3-6 WPM - 136.73 acres
 – approx. 106.5 cultivated acres
SE 20-3-6  WPM - 155.89 acres 
 – approx. 81.1 cultivated acres

CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and 

knowledge of the property.
2.  Tenders must be received on or before 3:00 p.m. on 

November 3rd, 2023.
3.  A deposit cheque in the amount of $5,000.00, payable 

to McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby Trust, must 
accompany the Tender. Deposit cheques accompanying 
unacceptable bids will be returned.

4. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
5. Bidders may bid on one or both parcels of land.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF RENTAL AGREEMENT
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required 

to complete a rental agreement covering terms and 
conditions of agreement.

2. Duration of rental agreement: three years.
3.  Rent payments are due on April 1st and, November 1st, 

in each year. The deposit shall be deducted from the first 
payment under the rental agreement.   

4.  The renter shall be responsible for payment of GST to the 
Owner with each rental payment.

5.  Possession is not authorized until acceptable 
arrangements for full payment are made following 
acceptance of tender. Once arrangements acceptable to 
the vendor have been made, the successful bidder may 
have access to the property. 

6.  The existing Lease Agreement expires December 31, 
2023 and will be discharged. 

7. No atrazine is to be used.
8.  No cutting timber without consent.
9.  No altering waterways.
10.  Tenant shall incorporate all straw and crop residue into 

the soil.  No burning of crop residue permitted. 

For further information, contact: 
Chris H. Bowler

Phone: 204-242-2801
Fax: 204-242-2723

Email: chris@mmjslaw.com

Please Label Envelopes: “21-3-6WPM 
& 20-3-6WPM Rent Tender”

FARM LAND FOR RENT BY TENDER 
IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY

FARM LAND FOR SALE TENDER FARM LAND FOR RENT TENDER

EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Please support our advertisers 

SHOP LOCAL

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 
Call 325-6888 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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CONGRATULATIONS ABE GIESBRECHT

Abe Giesbrecht 
on graduating from the 
Canadian College of 

Funeral Directors Service 
with honors. Receiving 

awards for integrity, 
positive attitude and 
compassion as well 

as development and 
teamwork, all of us at 
Wiebe Funeral Homes 

Ltd. (Winkler & Morden) 
and Wiebe Funeral Home 

(Altona) Ltd.
are proud of your 
accomplishments.

Congratulations

NOTICE OF REGISTRATION
OF PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATE FOR GENERAL 

MUNICIPAL BY-ELECTION
FOR THE OFFICE OF HEAD OF COUNCIL

CITY OF MORDEN
Please be advised that a general municipal by-election will be 
held on December 20th, 2023.

Prospective municipal election candidates must register with 
the Senior Election Official (SEO) during the registration period 
before they may begin to accept contributions, incur expenses, 
fundraise, or borrow money for their campaign.  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that candidate registrations will 
be received:

For the Office of Head of Council:   
 Between November 8th – November 14th 2023

at the City of Morden administration office, 100-195 Stephen 
Street during the regular hours of business.  

To obtain a registration form, contact the SEO at the email or 
telephone number listed below:

Ted Fransen
Senior Election Official (SEO) 
City of Morden 
204-799-3817
seomorden2022@gmail.com

Dated at the City of Morden, Manitoba on October 13th, 2023  
    

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

  3. Spiritual leader
  4. Second letter of Greek 

alphabet
  5. Musical term
  6. Ruled over

  8. First year player

10. Adolescents
11. Scottish or Irish Gaelic 

language

armed forces
17. Bring up

(abbr.)
25. Having three sides
26. Annoy
27. Hustle
28. American WW2 leader

29. Stale atmosphere
35. US Treasury
36. Sound unit
37. They __
38. Soviet Socialist Republic
40. Places to play video games
41. Medical event
42. When you hope to arrive
43. Fixed prices
44. Popular Boston song
45. Valley in Indiana and Illinois

48. German explorer of the 
Congo Basin

49. Stick around
52. From a distance
53. Heroic tale
54. Amounts of time
55. Eat

CLUES ACROSS

a key
  5. Subdivision

12. Lounge chair
14. Ocean
15. C. European river

18. __ Caesar, comedian
19. Lyric poems
20. Tia’s sister

23. Areas close by
26. Slightly disreputable
30. Made a mistake

32. Food stall: __ pai dong

34. Members of people living 
mainly in the Congo

39. More (Spanish)
42. Classroom implements
44. Cognizant of

47. Free from slavery
49. Thick piece of something

51. Removed entirely
56. Late rocker Turner
57. Appreciated
58. Observation expedition
59. Opposite of subtracts

61. Wreckage on the sea bed

63. Witness
64. River in England

CLUES DOWN
  1. A dissenting clique
  2. Japanese city

> GAMES

Remember Remember 
Your Your Loved Loved 

OnesOnes 
with an  

Announcement in the

Call 204-467-5836 or
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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22   The Voice  Thursday,  October 19, 2023

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 204-467-5836 or Email: 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT 
PERSON FOR 

THE POSITION with 
an

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

IN MEMORIAM

In Loving Memory Of
Mary Demke

October 14, 2022
A special smile, a special face, 
And in our hearts, a special place
Will forever stay. 
No words we speak can ever say,
How much we miss you every day. 
To hear your voice and see you smile,
To sit and talk to you just a while. 
To be together in the same old way,
Would be our most dearest wish today. 

-Dearly missed and lovingly remembered,
your family 

OBITUARY

Margaret Neufeld Rempel
 (nee Lemky)
1930 – 2023

LOVINGLY REMEMBERED
It is with great sadness that the Neufeld and Rempel families 

mourn the passing of Margaret Rempel on Sunday, October 8, 
2023 at the age of 93 years.

Margaret was born in the RM of Stanley, in the 1-6 district, south 
of Morden, MB on May 6, 1930. Margaret lived in the village of 
Osterwick until her marriage to Herman A. Neufeld in 1947. They 
were blessed with fi ve boys as a family. Leonard and Larry (twins), 
Ken, Allen and Loren. Margaret enjoyed sewing clothes, working 
as a cook, gardening with vegetables and fl owers (a passion), 

reading scriptures in her bible and listening to music.
Margaret is survived by her husband, Peter Rempel and his son, Jake, wife, Janet and family. 

Peter’s son-in-law, Abe Wall, wife, Helen and family, Peter’s daughter-in-law, Donna (John) 
and family; of her Neufeld/Lemky family two sons, Ken, wife, Carol and family, Loren and wife, 
Maureen, daughter-in-law, Joyce (Len) and family, daughter-in-law, Daisy (Larry) and family, her 
two sisters, Julie and Isabel.

She was predeceased by her late husband, Herman A. Neufeld (June 28, 1987), son, Leonard 
Neufeld (October 14, 2020), son, Larry Neufeld (May 31, 2023) and son, Allen (June 28, 1998); her 
parents, Margaret and Jacob Lemky, two sisters, Sarah Jane and Minnie and two brothers, John 
and Henry and his wife Lorraine. She was predeceased by stepdaughter, Mary Wall (nee Rempel) 
and stepson, John Rempel.

“THE REALITY IS THAT YOU WILL GRIEVE FOREVER.
YOU WILL NOT ‘GET OVER’ THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE, YOU WILL LEARN TO LIVE WITH IT.
YOU WILL HEAL AND YOU WILL REBUILD YOURSELF AROUND THE LOSS YOU HAVE 

SUFFERED.
YOU WILL BE WHOLE AGAIN BUT, YOU WILL NEVER BE THE SAME.
NOR SHOULD YOU BE THE SAME, NOR WOULD YOU WANT TO.”
Elizabeth Kubler-Ross and John Kessler
Memorial service was held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday October 14, 2023 at the Winkler 

Sommerfeld Mennonite Church with interment prior at the Plum Coulee Cemetery.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Tickets $25
Reserved Seating

Call or Text 
[ 204 ] 242-4287www.elibarsi.com

Eli Barsi is a Multi-Award Winning  
Songwriter, Musician, Vocalist & 

Entertainer. Her versatile genres include; 
Western Roots, Country, Bluegrass, Gospel 
& Folk. Together with her band the show 

spotlights her original music with  a mix of 
tasty standards and interesting stories for a 

night of top shelf entertainment. 

The Manitou Opera House Foundation
Presents

Canadian Recording Artist
ELI BARSI In Concert

Saturday Nov. 4 / 7 pm Doors Open @ 6:00 pm

Manitou Opera House
3325 Main St. Manitou, MB

COMING EVENTS 

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF MORDEN BY-LAW 13-2023
Being an AMENDMENT to the CITY OF MORDEN 

ZONING BY-LAW 08-2017

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC    
HEARING will be held to receive representations from any person(s) 
who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:

HEARING:  Morden Civic Centre 
LOCATION:  195 Stephen St., Morden, MB
DATE:   October 30th, 7:00 Pm
TIME:   7:00 pm
From:   “RS-L” Residential Single Family Large
To:   “RM-M” Residential Multiple Family Medium

AREA:  
339 Mountain St N Lot 56 Plan 23598 Morden, MB
As shown outlined in red lines on the map attached 
hereto as Schedule “A” and forming part of this by-law.
INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jose Yanez, Planning Development Officer 
133 7th Street, Morden, MB. R6M 1V3 
Phone: (204) 822-2567

A copy of the above proposal and support-
ing material may be inspected at the location 
noted above during office hours, Monday to 
Friday. Copies may be made, and extracts 
taken therefrom, upon request.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Track and soccer field project is looking for community support
By Lorne Stelmach

The fundraising campaign for a track 
and soccer fi eld as part of the Discov-
ery Trails School project in Morden 
is now turning to the community at 
large for support.

The eff ort is working in partnership 
with the Morden Area Foundation 
to solicit donations from individuals 
and small businesses.  

A website at www.discoverytrack.ca 
and a GoFundMe campaign at www.
gofundme.com/f/discoverytrack is 
now active, and the foundation has 
made a commitment to match the fi rst 
$25,000 raised from now until Dec. 15. 

It is a third phase of the fundraising 
campaign that began with reaching 
out to larger businesses and grants 
followed by a second stage that 
sought other grant opportunities. 

“With the Morden Area Foundation, 
true to their mission, they’re work-
ing together for a common good that 
brings positive and lasting change 
to their community,” said Western 
School Division trustee David Guen-
ther. 

“Their generosity is enabling indi-

viduals and small businesses to dou-
ble their impact in Morden,” he con-
tinued. “It’s nice to open this up to 
individuals so that everyone can have 
a part in bringing this world class fa-
cility right to our back yard.”

Guenther noted the total amount 
committed to the project so far is 
$727,500, so they will be over the 
$750,000 mark with this next step in 
the campaign.

“The amount we’re raising now from 
the public will help us complete the 
physical aspects of the track and the 
fi eld, and the rest of the fundraising 
can be done with in-kind donations or 
otherwise when we start planning for 
the bleachers and a shed and all that,” 
Guenther suggested.

Work continues to progress well on 
Discovery Trails, which will be a K-8 
school slated for opening in Septem-
ber 2024.

The City of Morden provided 2.6 
acres of adjacent land that will allow 
the division to include a soccer fi eld 
and running track.

Guenther noted it is exciting to see 
good progress being made at the con-

struction site.
“It’s amazing seeing the amount of 

trucks that have gone by to bring dirt 
as they bring up the fi eld and the level 
of that area ... the landscaping is just 
a huge undertaking,” he said. “Rais-
ing the running area and the playing 
surface to the right grade and to have 
it properly drained is a really big proj-
ect. We’re getting close to being ready 
to put things on top of a really nice 
foundation.

“It’s kind of a historic fi rst in the 

Pembina Valley to have an olym-
pic-sized rubberized running track 
and properly graded soccer fi eld,” 
added Guenther. “It’s certainly go-
ing to be an attractive soccer fi eld for 
Morden to be able to bring competi-
tions here.

“We’re still right on track for com-
pletion by the fall of 2024, but I imag-
ine the track probably goes in after 
the thaw of winter ... so it’s going to 
be an exciting year.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Work moving full spead ahead on Morden’s new K-8 school, Discovery Trails School.

New book shares stories of rural life in Manitoba
By Lorne Stelmach

Bill Redekop returns to his Winnipeg 
Free Press roots in mining the high-
ways and byways of rural Manitoba 
for the stories that make up his new 
book.

Don’t Fence Me In: True Stories about 
Rural Manitoba chronicles stories of 
rural life, and they are all original and 
written specifi cally for this book. 

In many ways, it’s a tribute to the 
scores of people who have welcomed 
Redekop into their homes during his 
years travelling the province for the 
Free Press and again for this book. 

It’s a heartfelt journey that he hopes 
will bring readers a sense of the rural 
life and landscape, as there is a lot of 
urban ignorance about it.

“I always felt, in my role, that I was 
kind of a bridge between urban and 
rural ... I like to think that this is a con-
tinuation of that,” said Redekop. 

“It was largely a labour of love for 
me because this was kind of my ter-
ritory at the Free Press ... to travel the 
province and meet people and fi nd 
interesting stories, of which there is 
no shortage,” he continued. “When 
you leave a newspaper ... you have 
this whole storehouse of information 
of the subject that you’ve been cover-
ing for a long time ... I had a lot of sto-
ry ideas still that I wanted to pursue, 

and so I thought the book would be 
a way.”

The Winnipeg-based writer spent 31 
years at the Free Press, where he was 
the rural reporter for 14 years. He has 
been a freelance writer since 2019. 

He is the author of fi ve previous 
books, the last of which, Lake Agassiz: 
The Rise and Demise of the World’s Great-
est Lake, was the top-selling Manitoba 
non-fi ction work in 2017 and the third 
best selling release of 2018. 

Redekop has also recently penned 
The Life and Legacy of Commodore D.A. 
Ritchie, due out this fall, and The Prin-
cess Auto Story, due in spring of 2024.

With books like Don’t Fence Me In, 
Redekop suggests a genre name for it 
could be the Remainers: people who 
have resisted urban migration, stayed 
on the land, and opted for a rural life-
style. 

Then there are those who have 
moved back to a rural setting like 
commuters or organic farmers. They 
are the Returners, as in returning to 
the land or their rural roots. This is 
the post-rural era we live in, Redekop 
maintained, where these two people 
intersect.

The book’s format is also unique: 
nonfi ction short stories. Short nonfi c-
tion books, where they exist, will typ-
ically have a unifying theme such as 

rural renewal or rural architecture or 
the future of a rural region. The short 
stories in Redekop’s book are linked 
only by their rural genre while cross-
ing many diff erent themes.

The stories range from a community 
cemetery where volunteers hand dig 
graves for family members to tales 
of Jesse James in Manitoba, quick-
sand in the Carberry desert, Canada’s 
northernmost drive-in movie theatre 
in Flin Flon, and Our Lady of Seven 
Sorrows Catholic Church in Camper-
ville, where there was a recent dig for 
unmarked graves at a former residen-
tial school.  

The book also profi les friendship 
through the experience of two Mor-
den women. Longtime friends Ruth 
Isaac and Cheryl Link have had a 
friendship for 35 years and go out to 
lunch every week.

“They make a point to maintain 
their friendship. They commit to that 
friendship ... they make it a priority,” 
said Redekop. “We often don’t treat 
friendships that way. It was a great 
opportunity to look into the nature of 
friendship.”

Then there is The Burning Mountain 
set in the Pembina Valley escarpment 
and which reveals the natural gas res-
ervoirs. Redekop spoke to Normand 
Bosc, who showed how “he can stick 

a pipe into the ground and light the 
other end, and a huge fl ame will go 
shooting out like a blow torch ... he 
gave me a demonstration, and it was 
absolutely fantastic.”

The book covers a lot of the prov-
ince, but Redekop didn’t set out to hit 
every possible region of Manitoba.

“I didn’t go out of my way to cov-
er every area because I couldn’t; as it 
is, the book was getting kind of long. 
You can’t get everything, and there 
was too much material,” he said. “I 
went with stories I knew about that 
really interested me ... I cover a pretty 
good spread of the province.”

Don’t Fence Me In: True Stories about 
Rural Manitoba went on sale Oct. 1.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Author Bill Redekop has released his 
sixth book, Don’t Fence Me In.



> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Recipe courtesy of Dominique Wil-
liamson on behalf of the American 
Pecan Promotion Board

Prep time: 40 minutes 
Cook time: 15 minutes 
Servings: 2-3 
Pecan “Meat:” 

1 cup pecans 

2 tablespoons taco seasoning 
2 tablespoons tamari sauce or soy 

sauce 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 tablespoon liquid smoke 
1 tablespoon vegan Worcestershire 

sauce 
1 tablespoon chipotle in adobo sauce 
Pineapple Salsa: 
1 pineapple, diced 
2 Roma tomatoes, diced 
1-2 jalapenos, diced 

1 red onion, diced 

salt, to taste 
Chipotle Crema: 

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 4-5
1 bag (1.6 pounds) Mrs. T’s Mini 

Classic Cheddar Pierogies 
-
-

tatoes, cut into 1/2-inch cubes)
1 tablespoon olive oil
salt, to taste 
pepper, to taste
4 tablespoons salted butter
1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar
2 tablespoons lemon juice

1/2 cup pecans

Recipe courtesy of the American Pe-
can Promotion Board

Prep time: 35 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
Servings: 4-6
Water
2 pounds chopped pecans
1 cup onion
8 cloves garlic, minced
8 dried guajillo peppers
2 tablespoons oil
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
7 ounces (1 can) chipotle peppers in 

adobo 
Toppings and Garnishes:

2 chipotle peppers in adobo sauce 
1 cup vegan mayo 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
2 teaspoons vinegar 
2 tablespoons plant-based milk 
1 teaspoon agave 

at least 30 minutes, or overnight in 

 Drain pecans and place in food 

crumbles. Avoid over-pulsing. 
In pan over medium heat, add pecan 

minced garlic, liquid smoke and veg-
an Worcestershire sauce. Cook 7-10 
minutes then add chipotle in adobo. 
Cook 3 minutes. 

To make pineapple salsa: Combine 
pineapple, tomatoes, jalapenos, cilan-
tro, red onion, lime juice and salt, to 
taste. 

To make chipotle crema: Combine 
chipotle peppers, vegan mayo, garlic, 
vinegar, milk, agave and salt. 

-

salsa and chipotle crema. 

fresh thyme leaves, for serving
Preheat oven to 400 F.

salt and pepper, to taste, and spread 
in even layer on baking sheet. Roast 

through, until potatoes are fork tender. 
In medium skillet over medium heat, 

smoking or burning. Remove from 

lemon juice.

Cook pierogies according to package 
directions, about 3 minutes. Drain and 

-

toss gently to coat. 

cilantro
diced onion
lime
pineapple

covered, at least 30 minutes, or over-

Drain pecans. In food processor, 
pulse pecans to meat-like crumbles. 
Do not overprocess to pecan butter.

Finely chop onions, garlic and gua-
jillo peppers. 

In skillet over medium-high heat, 
heat oil and saute onions until trans-
parent, 2-3 minutes. Add garlic and 

pepper, to taste, and stir to combine.
Add chipotle peppers in adobo and 

cook 1 minute. Add crumbled pecans 

Remove from heat and serve on tor-
tillas.

pineapple.

Roasted Sweet Potatoes 
Brown Butter Pierogies

Vegan 
Pecan 

Al Pastor 
Tacos

Smoky Chipotle 
Pecan Burrito 

Bowls By Gwen Randall

mistake. The bigger the decision, 
and the more profound the conse-

made a big investment in the square 

may be tempted to try every pos-

the job, or try to change the people.
This can be very damaging to our 

in a situation that is based on true 

-
-
-

negated, rejected or ignored. These 

truly democratic environment, and 

to be.
The third option is to be an agent 
of change, but this also must be a 

-

not be an honorable path, depend-
ing on the situation, but for sure it 

-
nario, but this time it’s a marriage. 
Your spouse is just not acting the 

she is not attentive, loving, interest-

into silence, or distance emotionally. 
If this starts going on for years, any 
of the above responses may begin to 

-
self turning into a nag, or perhaps 

-

lives as the disgruntled employee, or 
the frustrated, alienated spouse. The 

do anything about it. And discour-
aging as it might seem, no one else 
can make it better. We must decide 

-

time to count ourselves out.  
Gwen Randall-Young is an author 

and award-winning psychologist. For 
permission to reprint this article, or to 
obtain books, CDs or MP3s, visit www.
gwen.ca. Follow Gwen on Facebook for 
inspiration. 

Not feeling connected at work or home
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