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MetamorphosisMetamorphosis
 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Participants in the Gateway Resources senior program have 
spent the summer learning about the life cycle of monarch 
butterfl ies,caring for them from egg to caterpillar to but-
terfl y. Here, Greg Peters and Ruth Peters have some fun with 
their winged friends before bidding them farewell. For the 
full story, see Pg. 2.
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We design, manufacture, 
deliver and install 

innovative windows and 
custom exterior doors with 

style and function across 
North America.

Contact us to request a quote or more information at 

1-800-249-1216
Or visit us at www.accesswd.ca
565 Cargill Road Winkler, MB

We offer custom exterior and interior 
doors, windows and pleated blinds.

Gateway seniors 
raise, release 
monarchs
By Ashleigh Viveiros

You’re never too old to marvel at the 
wonders of nature.

That’s certainly held true for the par-
ticipants in the Gateway Resources 
Senior Activity Program, who have 
spent the summer learning all about 
monarch butterfl ies.

“We have a milkweed patch that we 
put in a couple years ago and nothing 
ever happened with it. But this year 
they all came up really, really well 
and we came across a couple caterpil-
lars one day,” says program manager 
Patrick Simeons. “I thought, let’s take 
them inside and let’s watch.”

The program’s participants built a 
custom terrarium for the little guys, 
fed and cared for them, and then ob-
served as they moved through the 
metamorphosis from caterpillar to 
chrysalis to butterfl y.

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Left: Edward Harder puts a 
coat of paint on the terrarium 
Gateway participants made 
for monarch butterfl ies to live 
in through the stages of their 
life cycle. Right: Lynn Bisson-
nette releases a monarch as 
Ruth Peters looks on.

Continued on page 7
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed 
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

FALL SPECIALS!!!FALL SPECIALS

WESTERN BOOTS
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

25% OFF

PURSES 

30% 
OFF

COZY SLIPPERS 20%  OFF

MUCK BOGS NATS RUBBER BOOTS

25% OFF

$189.99

DOORCRASHER

DOORCRASHER

PRESIDIO 11 $115.00

TARGHEE 111 BROWN OXFORD 

CSA 
CHICAGO 

6” WP 

with Flair

dwflair@mts.net 204-362-8202 

Frieda Janz 
Interior Decorator /
Window Covering

Specialist

Free Blind Consultations!

FREE CORDLESS 
UPGRADE ON GRABER 
ROLLER, PLEATED AND 

CELLULAR BLINDS

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

“It can feel a little bit 
like a slap in the face”
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Continued low vaccine uptake and 
large turnouts for multiple “freedom” 
protests in the Winkler-Stanley area 
in recent weeks have left many local 
medical professionals feeling pretty 
demoralized.

“I think frustration is a good word to 
use,” observes Dr. Aly Dhala, a family 
physician in Winkler and chief of staff 
at Boundary Trails Health Centre. 

He points out that the Morden-Win-
kler team of physicians includes doc-
tors who have cared for the communi-
ty for years, decades even, and yet the 
bulk of the community seems intent 
on ignoring their advice now.

“The Winkler and Morden commu-
nity has trusted us with their care and 
their health. That can mean delivering 
their children, caring for adults, look-
ing after the elderly—all spectrums of 
care. I think we fi nd it frustrating that 
our medical advice and opinion is val-
ued and regarded in all of these areas, 
except when it comes to this one is-
sue.”

That issue, of course, is COVID-19, 
including the public health measures 
in place to limit its spread and the 
push to get as many people vacci-
nated against it as possible in order to 
prevent the health-care system from 

collapsing under the weight of criti-
cally ill patients.

BTHC respiratory therapist Craig 
Doell has certainly seen more than 
his fair share of those over the past 
18 months, especially when the third 
wave hit this spring.

“At one point, STARS was coming 
out one to two times every day for 
over a week,” he says of the air ambu-
lance, which transports local COVID 
patients to ICUs in larger hospitals 
when they can no longer be cared for 
here.

“I can’t even remember how many 
intubations that we did,” Doell contin-
ues. “I think one of my paycheques I 
had 244 hours worked in two weeks. 

“As soon as someone would get 
shipped out it would be another per-
son coming in. It was constant.”

Despite he and other hospital staff 
working around the clock to keep up, 
Doell started to hear rumours in the 
community that it was all a ruse.

“They’d say the parking lot is empty 
and ... there weren’t people sitting in 
the [ER] waiting room. But it’s not the 
waiting room where things are hap-
pening—it’s in every [other] room … 
fi lled with very, very ill people.”

Conspiracy theories like this 
prompted Doell to begin sharing his 

Boundary Trails 
Health Centre respi-
ratory therapist Craig 
Doell keeps a positive 
frame of mind during 
a shift tending to lo-
cal COVID-19 patients. 
Doell has been speak-
ing candidly on social 
media about the long 
hours he and other 
health care workers 
have put in through 
the pandemic, and 
the impact this area’s 
low vaccine uptake 
and resistance to 
public health orders 
has on morale.

SUPPLIED 
PHOTO

Continued on page 4
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The City of Morden is in the process of 
planning a project for the replacement of 
high-flow bathroom fixtures with low-flow 
fixtures for Morden residents and 
commercial businesses on a cost-share 
basis. This will help reduce the potable 
water demand and also reduce sewage 
production, which will save Morden on 
capital upgrades to the water and sewage 
treatment plant.

Low-flow fixtures are designed to save water 
over conventional fixtures by having a 
lower-flow rate while still maintaining 
satisfactory performance.

At this time, the number of households and 
commercial businesses not having low-flow 
fixtures is unknown.

Please fill the survey at the link below to 
help the City determine the project scope 
and an action plan for the project.

Bathroom Fixtures SurveyBathroom Fixtures Survey

conservation.mymorden.ca

CAMERON FRIESEN, MLA
Serving Morden—Winkler
in the Manitoba Legis lature

108 A - 8th St, Morden, MB R6M 1Y7
204-822-1088
info@cameronfriesen.ca

Ser
in t

Member of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba

210936m1

Parents lobby to keep COVID-19 shot out of local schools
By Lorne Stelmach

A group of concerned community 
members set up a table in front of 
Garden Valley School Division’s of-
fi ces last week to speak out against 
the COVID-19 vaccine being adminis-
tered in local schools.

Traci Nickel was joined by a few oth-
ers in encouraging people to sign a 
petition against vaccination.

She said they wanted to show sup-
port for the division and show there 
is community support for this stance.

“We aren’t fi ghting against them; 
we are fi ghting for them,” said Nickel, 
noting GVSD has already indicated 
they have asked the province to con-
sider holding COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics for students somewhere other 
than in schools. “The school division 
mentioned that, so we’re just getting 
the signatures for the petitions to keep 
the vaccine clinics out of the schools.”

Nickel said she was motivated to get 
involved as a parent.

“You want to keep your kid safe ... 
it’s just safety ... it shouldn’t be forced 
upon anyone ... let us choose.”

The group has been  encouraged by 
the response they’ve gotten thus far, 
overall. 

“We’ve had a few thumbs up, we 
had a few thumbs down ... I think 
we’ve probably had more people for 
it,” she said.

In an interview last week, GVSD 
board chair Laurie Dyck touched on 
not only the vaccination program but 
also the area of parental consent:

“Overall, we support the importance 
and the relevance of child immuniza-
tion. It’s an important part of our lives 
here in Manitoba ... but we also know 
that it is the parents’ right to make 
those choices for their children,” said 
Dyck, who noted their suggestion to 
the province is that COVID-19 im-
munizations be done elsewhere in the 
community to ensure that “parents 
can be fully engaged” in the process.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
A small group set up shop in front of the Garden Valley School Divi-
sion offi ces last week to gather signatures for a petition to keep the 
COVID-19 vaccination shots for youth out of local schools.

> SLAP IN THE FACE, FROM PG. 3
very candid thoughts about how the 
pandemic was playing out in our area 
on Twitter.

He hopes it has made at least some 
kind of dent in all the half truths and 
lies running rampant out there.

“There is a lot of misinformation be-
ing circulated around on social me-
dia,” he says, urging people to talk to 
their family doctor rather than basing 

the important decision of whether 
or not to be vaccinated on posts they 
fi nd on  the internet or hearsay from 
people with no medical background.

“The misinformation is killing peo-
ple,” he says emphatically.  “We have 
a very active physician group who are 
very knowledgeable and have been 
trying to get out the message about 

Continued on page 5
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how safe and effective the vaccine is … we en-
courage people to ask their physicians fi rst, be-
cause they have the real science and evidence 
behind it.”

It’s a message echoed by Dr. Dhala.
“There’s so much information out there, and it 

can be very diffi cult to sort out what’s what,” he 
says. “I encourage everyone to consider vaccina-
tion for COVID-19 if you’re eligible. If you have 
questions or concerns about it, I encourage you 
to reach out to your health care provider and to 
really have a good discussion with them about 
those concerns.”

Educating oneself is something every individ-
ual needs to take responsibility for, but Dhala 
strongly feels community leaders need to step 
up as well.

“I can say how benefi cial vaccination is, but I 
don’t and I will never have the same amount of 
clout as someone who is a faith leader or anoth-
er community leader or business leader ... and 
I think the other physicians recognize that too. 
We can’t do this alone.

“Our plea would be to encourage those leaders 
to also seek out the right information, and we’re 
happy to help with that. We’re happy to meet 
with people and talk about it, answer questions 
in any way, shape, or form.

“Our goal isn’t sell a product or push any-
thing,” Dhala stresses. “Our goal is to end this 
pandemic so we can get on with our lives and 
get back to normal. That’s what we’re working 
towards.

“It’s actually remarkable the breakthrough 
that we’ve been able to achieve with COVID-19 
vaccination ... it’s a really big win for medical 
science and it’s truly the only way out of this 
pandemic,” he says. “The rest of the world has 
recognized that vaccination is the way out and 
you can see the difference in the [infection] rates 
... other areas are starting to move on from this.”

CALM BEFORE THE STORM
The fourth wave of the virus has already hit 

British Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan 
hard (they’re seeing thousands of new cases 
weekly) and the more contagious delta variant 
has gained a foothold here in Manitoba as well.

Both Dhala and Doell consider the last few 
weeks the calm before the storm. They’re wor-
ried about just how badly that storm is going to 
hit Morden-Winkler.

“Basically everybody is looking west right now 
and seeing what happens there and hoping that 
it doesn’t happen here,” Doell says. “But being 
very realistic, with our vaccination rate being as 
low as it is, we’re looking at probably a similar 
situation to spring and the busyness that it was 
then.”

“We are bracing ourselves,” says Dhala. 
“There’s lots of chatter and talk about a fourth 

wave but, you know, we’re starting to see it ... 
there’s that slow rise in cases of patients who 
have COVID again, and I feel that that number 
is going to continue to increase unless there’s a 
drastic change in behavior in the area.”

The frustration is that the force of the fourth 
wave could have been blunted signifi cantly here 
in a way earlier waves could not—vaccinations 
have been available to just about everyone aged 
12 and up for months now.

“There’s literally two ways out of this, two ways 
to get immunization: naturally or with the vac-
cine,” Doell says. “You know what you get with 
the vaccine ... you don’t know what you’re going 
to get from COVID.”

While vaccine side effects and reactions do ex-
ist, Doell points out that they are rare and don’t 
compare to the giant question mark that comes 
with a COVID-19 infection, no matter how old 
or healthy you may be. Some people get noth-
ing more than the sniffl es or a cough, others fi nd 
themselves gasping for every breath.

“There’s a lot of underestimating the disease. 
Yes, there’s a very low death rate. If you look 
overall, however, at the survival rate [for severe 
cases] ... defi ne survival. Having a stroke? Having 
a tracheostomy tube? Being wheelchair-bound? 
Long COVID is a real thing as well. I don’t know 
if that’s what I would call surviving.”

Doell has seen fi rsthand the pain and suffering 
COVID causes, as patients bid their loved ones 
farewell before being intubated.

“You have people saying goodbye over the 
phone ... over iPads. Not knowing if they’re go-
ing to wake up again. Trying to communicate, 
obviously quite scared”

Some patients about to be intubated remain 
steadfast in their decision not to be vaccinated, 
but Doell has seen many who were simply hesi-
tant. Some patients, uncertain who to trust when 
the vaccines fi rst came out, fi nally did make an 
appointment for vaccination but then contract-
ed the virus before they could get it.

“They were waiting and seeing and unfor-
tunately waited too long,” he says. “Those are 
heartbreaking.”

With a huge portion of the local eligible popu-
lation not yet vaccinated with even one dose—
about 60 per cent of Winkler, 76 per cent of 
Stanley, and 31 per cent of Morden—the area is 
primed for a very diffi cult fall.

“There are literally thousands of people—and 
we’re not even talking about the children, we’re 
talking thousands of adults—that are unimmu-
nized and only a very small building and a small 
crew of staff who are working very, very hard 
to care for everyone,” Doell says of BTHC. He 
points out that with hospitals overtaxed in other 
jurisdictions already, it begs the question: “What 
happens to people if there’s no beds for them?”

Doell also works at Children’s Hospital in Win-
nipeg, which has 10 pediatric critical care beds. 
The hospital recently put a call out for respira-

“Our goal is to end this pandemic so we can get on with our lives”
tory therapists in advance of an expected infl ux of child 
COVID patients in the weeks ahead.

“Kids under 12 are not immunized, they can’t be immu-
nized,” he stresses, pointing out children are less likely 
to get severely ill with COVID-19 but it does happen, es-
pecially with the delta variant. The vaccine is also not as 
effective in immunocompromised patients. Given how 
contagious the virus is, these groups are at risk if CO-
VID-19 is running rampant in the community, spread by 
people who are lucky enough to have perhaps only mild 
symptoms themselves but who fail to isolate or take other 
preventive measures. “I understand people want to have 
choice. But your choice that you’re making for yourself 
has an impact, a direct impact, on other people ... for some 
people that choice that you’ve made can have a deadly im-
pact on them.”

STRAINED RELATIONSHIPS
As the medical community braces for the weeks ahead, 

Dhala fi nds a measure in of hope in the commitment and 
professionalism of his colleagues.

“We were very strained during the third wave, but I’m 
really proud of the physician group that worked at Bound-
ary Trails in that we didn’t buckle, and we were able to 
provide the care that we needed.”

The question, perhaps, is whether those dedicated pro-
fessionals are going to want to continue to call this area 
home once the pandemic is over. 

All the mistrust and the pushes to ignore public health 
orders are taking a very real toll on our community’s repu-
tation.

“You’re working extra hours and these extra hours are 
every day, so you’re giving up evening time, time on week-
ends, time with our families to provide care. And that’s 
fi ne,” Dhala says, stressing they all signed up to do what-
ever it takes to provide the best care they can for patients. 
“But when you’re doing that and there’s resistance [to 
medical advice] ... or your competency’s questioned, it’s 
hard not to feel disheartened.

“I think Winkler is still a very good town and I’ve en-
joyed my time here, but I think relationships have been 
strained. Not every relationship, but a lot of them have.”

“We have been told that we are working under a giant 
conspiracy ... that people above us are controlling us,” 
Doell says “Honestly, if you strapped a GoPro [camera] to 
my gown I don’t know if that would change some people’s 
minds [about how serious the situation has been at the 
hospital].”

“This pandemic has unearthed a signifi cant amount of 
distrust and I think it’s going to be diffi cult to look past 
that,” says Dhala. “I do worry about physician retention 
and future impacts on recruitment. I think it’s something 
that needs to be considered.”

“I think it’s okay for people to have their opinion and 
their perspectives on things. Where I struggle is when 
those opinions and perspectives lead to actions that are 

From Pg 4

Continued on page 7

“THAT NUMBER [OF CASES] IS GOING TO CONTINUE TO INCREASE 
UNLESS THERE’S A DRASTIC CHANGE IN BEHAVIOUR IN THE AREA.”
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letters
IF ONLY ...

If only the vaccine for tuberculo-
sis had been available sooner, my 
mother’s favourite cousin, age 22 and 
in nurse’s training, would not have 
gasped for her last breaths in the sani-
tarium in Ninette, MB. 

If only my husband’s parents had 
taken their three young children to get 
the new vaccine for diphtheria, they 
would not have had to watch their 
fi rstborn, a six-year-old boy, struggle 
for his last breaths. The only time I 
saw my father-in-law cry was when 
he said to me, “If only I had taken the 
kids to get the new vaccine.”

If only the polio vaccine had been 
available sooner, a young farm wife 
with three small children, friends of 
my parents’ family, would not have 
had to spend the rest of her life on a 
bed in the farm home, paralyzed, nev-
er able to hold her children.

Having free vaccines available to 
protect us is a privilege, one of the 
many we receive in this wonderful 
country. This is not a political issue, it 
is a health issue. 

Two very sad words are the words 
“If only.” You do not ever want to fi nd 
yourself saying those two words, when 
you could have saved the health, may-
be the life, of a loved one. 

Get the vaccine.
Pat Neuman,

Morden

DRIVE-THRU WOES
With my preferred route out of Win-

kler on 15th Street blocked due to 
construction this summer, I have of-
ten been leaving the city via Main St. 

I normally avoid Main St due to the 
confusion often caused by the spill-
over of Tim Hortons patrons using 
both Memorial Drive and Main St. as 
the waiting lane to get into the drive-
thru. 

A little courtesy on the part of these 
people to access the drive-thru from 
the west on Memorial Drive would go 
a long ways to alleviating this bottle-
neck. 

I am also rather surprised at the lack 

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for veri-
fi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

of action on the part of the city council 
to address the issue in a meaningful 
fashion. A forced entry to the drive-
thru from the west along with an extra 
runoff lane (funded by Tim Hortons) 
for these vehicles seems like an obvi-
ous solution.

Walter Wiebe, 
Winkler

HEALTH CARE IS 
A TEAM EFFORT

It’s with mixed emotions that this 
week I celebrate 32 years of having 
lived and worked in Winkler. I’ve had 
the privilege of working with many 
exceptional physician colleagues 
who’ve been leaders in their fi eld. We 
try to provide the best care possible 
for as many as possible, close to home. 
The community has in many ways 
been a wonderful place for my fam-
ily to live, work and attend school. The 
community has also been very sup-
portive helping to bring the Bound-
ary Trails Health Centre and the CW 
Wiebe Medical Centre to fruition.

Unfortunately, I feel we have reached 
a low point in my time here.  After at-
tending births, deaths, cancers, and 
other health needs, most of my col-
leagues and I feel that our advice is no 
longer valued. From some, our advice 
is despised. At the time of writing 60 
per cent of eligible folks in Winkler 
have not had the vaccine and in Stan-
ley it’s at 75 per cent! 

Health care like many things is a 

team effort. You are 100 per cent re-
sponsible for your own health. We as 
doctors can only help and we certain-
ly try to prevent problems if we can. 
Right now, we don’t feel like we are 
on the same team, which doesn’t bode 
well if we have a common opponent, 
namely Covid.

Did you know most of the physi-
cians in this community are not from 
here? Most have very few long-term 
ties here and the current climate has 
many weighing up their future op-
tions. It would be tragic for us to lose 
what has been achieved thus far.

I know you all believe in science. You 
drive cars, use cell phones and com-
puters to name just a few. God created 
us all with a brain, created us all with 
different talents to benefi t us all, es-
pecially scientists.

You elected the government to lead 
the society as best they can. As far 
as Covid goes, they take their advice 
from health experts in order to lessen 
the impact of the pandemic for every-
one and in particular enable the hos-
pitals to continue to function. 

None of us likes what we are having 
to go through, it’s hard on everyone. 
You need to know that many of the 
doctors and nurses are on the brink of 
burn-out.

As schools have just opened, please 
be considerate of all in the education 
system.

 Love your neighbour. Get vaccinat-
ed.

Dr. Eric Lane,
Winkler

>  Got something you want to get off your chest?
Send your letters to the editor to news@winklermordenvoice.ca. Please in-

clude your name, address, and phone number for confi rmation purposes. See 
our letter policy below for full submission requirements.
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It was a chance to see the entire 
process up close, while also learn-
ing a bit about the butterfl ies’ jour-
ney down to Mexico and the cultural 
importance their arrival there has.

“It’s defi nitely been a great distrac-
tion during the pandemic, some-
thing to look forward to every day 
because it’s always different, they’re 
always changing,” Simeons says. 

The group have released fi ve but-
terfl ies thus far and were waiting for 
two more to emerge last week.

“That’s Laurie and Kristen,” shares 
participant Ruth Peters. “I gave them 
all names.”

Peters has spent a lot of time this 
summer working on projects near 
the terrarium so she can keep an eye 
on what’s going on inside.

Seeing the butterfl ies emerge is a 
highlight, she says, recalling com-
ing into the room  one day to fi nd a 
chrysalis had broken open and “sure 
enough, there was a butterfl y there.

“And then the butterfl y was just 
stretching out and then he fl ew all 
over.”

“When they fi rst come out they’re 
small and gradually the wings get 

bigger … it’s neat how they do it,” 
adds fellow participant Greg Peters, 
adding that he’s also enjoyed being 
able to release them back into the 
wild.

Trevor King, Edward Harder, and 
Lynn Bissonnette were also part of 
this project, helping to build and 
paint the terrarium or simply keep-
ing a close eye on its occupants 
throughout the summer.

“I watched them all grow,” says 
Bissonnette, stressing the butterfl y 
stage was by far her favourite.

Projects like these keep the seniors, 
who all live with intellectual disabil-
ities, engaged and active, Simeons 
says, explaining the program serves 
as a transition for Gateway workers 
as they move from full-time work to 
part-time hours or retirement.

“We’re a day program for seniors 
... people who are later on in life 
who want to stay active and explore 
retirement options,” he says. That 
includes activities at the program’s 
facility and fi eld trips out into the 
community as much as possible. 
“We’re always looking for projects 
and new things to do.”

harmful to others,” he says, voicing 
frustration at the fl agrant violation 
of public health orders in this area—
restrictions, he stresses, that deal 
with privileges and not rights.

“There’s that sentiment of being in 
it together, but I fi nd sometimes that 
sentiment is lost in this area. Be-
cause when you don’t take the rec-
ommended health orders seriously, 
when you’re not masking, when 
you’re not checking for vaccination 
status in areas where you should be, 
it’s hard not to describe that behav-
ior as anything less than selfi sh.

“It can be very hard when you go 
into a small local business and the 
advice from your profession and 
from your training is not being ad-
hered to. It can feel a little bit like a 
slap in the face.”

This whole situation is surreal to 
Doell.

“If you could have told me 24 years 
ago when I graduated that I would 
be doing this in a middle of a pan-
demic, where a vaccine is available 

and  people are fi ghting it and fi ght-
ing it until their dying breath, hav-
ing to listen to them talk to their 
loved ones to say goodbye ... and 
you’re doing this again and again 
and again ... and the common theme 
with every single one of them is that 
they weren’t vaccinated but they 
were all eligible ...

“Everybody’s trying to be positive, 
and we’re going to keep doing what 
we do,” he says, adding, however, 
that the medical community is as 
eager for this all to end as the rest 
of us are. 

“If you’re not going to vaccinate for 
yourself, do it for the kids that can’t 
be vaccinated, do it for somebody 
else, somebody you love, to prevent 
them from getting ill,” Doell urges. 
“And if you choose not to do it, then 
you have to mask up, follow the 
guidelines, stay home when you’re 
sick.

“If this convinces one person,  
that’s one less person that I need to 
see [in the ICU].”

 >  BUTTERFLIES, FROM PG. 2

 >  SLAP IN THE FACE, FROM PG. 5

Portage-Lisgar candidates fi eld questions
By Lorne Stelmach

Four of the fi ve candidates vying to 
represent the Portage-Lisgar riding 

made their pitches and fi elded ques-
tions in an online forum last week.

The session organized by the Winkler 
and Morden chambers of commerce 

included incumbent Conservative 
Candice Bergen alongside challeng-
ers Andrew Carrier of the Liberals, 
Ken Friesen of the New Democratic 
Party, and Solomon Wiebe of the Peo-
ple’s Party of Canada. Christian Heri-
tage Party candidate Jerome Dondo 
was unable to attend.

Wiebe cited the goal of prosperity 
for everyone regardless of their status 
and focused particularly on pandemic 
issues.

“COVID is the matter of the day,” he 
said. “Our platform involves voluntary 
vaccination; it involves no segregation 
based on vaccination status and also 
involves freedom of movement for all 
Canadians.”

He also touched on health care re-
form including a mixed public and 
private system to help provide a bet-
ter service and level of care.

“We want energy independence so 
we can stop relying on foreign oil,” 
he added in citing other points from 
their platform, which also includes 
taking better care of veterans.

Friesen noted voters “have a choice 
between parties that have broken one 
promise after another time and time 
again or voting for myself and the 
NDP, who are here fi ghting for you ... 
you have a better choice.”

He suggested the real concerns of 
Canadians are things like their jobs 
and the climate crisis, and he suggest-
ed the challenges we have faced have 
also shown that “thanks to the deci-
sions of the Liberal and Conservative 
governments, many of the supports 
that we rely on just weren’t there 
when we needed them.

“If we want different results, we need 
to make different 
choices ... what 
we need now is 
the courage to act 
together, to come 
together as a com-
munity,” he said. 
“We can make life 
more affordable 
for everyday peo-
ple by investing 
in health care, af-
fordable housing, 
pharmacare and 
child care.”

Carrier cited his 
broad experience 
and record of two 
decades of public 
service, including 
particularly with 
the Metis com-
munity.

He pointed to 
employment as a 

key issue as well as early childhood 
education and the need to ensure ac-
cessibility and equality in relation to 
all social services.

“What I bring to you ... is a voice to 
understand how Ottawa works,” he 
said.

Bergen stressed that the Liberal 
government has had more spending, 
more taxes, more ethical breaches, 
and taken away more freedoms than 
ever before, and she urged voters to 
unite behind the Conservatives to en-
sure the Liberals can be defeated.

“This election is the most important 
one of our lifetime, and the outcome 
will have repercussions that will last 
for generations,” she suggested.

Bergen cited a fi ve point plan that 
included securing jobs in every sec-
tor and getting people back to work, 
securing mental health, securing 
Canada, securing accountability, and 
securing fi nances.

“Our defi cit is spiralling out of con-
trol,” she said, noting the Conserva-
tives aim to get back to a balanced 
budget in 10 years. “We also want to 
ensure that we cut infl ation and keep 
infl ation down.”

The question and answer session 
then kicked off with a query about 
representing one’s constituents rath-
er than the party.

Wiebe made reference to donating 
the entire after-tax proceeds of his 
salary to a local charity, and Bergen 
cited the need to balance her constit-
uents and personal convictions with 
the party platform. 

Continued on page 8
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“It’s something I’ve really worked 
to do. ... It is a balancing act, and I 
think the key is to be listening ... al-
ways have an open door policy,” she 
said.

“I would have to prove myself every 
single day,” said Friesen, while Car-
rier responded that “I truly believe 
in accountability as well as being a 
strong voice for our people.”

The candidates were then asked 
about putting an end to lockdowns 
and restrictions, and only two of 
them replied.

“We have to ensure that you have 
the security of not only yourself and 
your family but your community and 
your neighbours,” said Carrier.

“We believe in people’s freedom,” 
said Bergen. “We do support a vac-
cine ... I would encourage everyone 
to get the vaccine, but I absolutely 
respect people’s choice to make their 
own decision.”

The next topic focused on equality 

rights and discrimination because of 
sexual orientation and specifi cally on 
banning conversion therapy.

Bergen explained the Conservatives 
support a ban but were concerned 
about the Liberal proposal because 
the Conservatives want it done in a 
way that protects conversations be-
tween parents and children as well 
as faith leaders and counsellors, 
which she said was not addressed in 
the proposed Liberal legislation.

“Everybody in that community 
deserves to have a voice,” said Fri-
esen, who said he would be an ally 
and advocate and noted the need for 
increased funding for community 
organizations that provide vital ser-
vices and supports. 

“I don’t think the government has 
any business telling people what 
they can and can’t do in their own 
bedrooms,” said Wiebe, who said 
their policies would be based on mu-
tual respect.

A couple questions then asked the 
candidates to address the areas of la-
bour shortages and immigration.

“This is one of the top challenges 
that I am hearing about ... Conser-
vatives are the only party that want 
to see people working,” said Bergen, 
who touched on such things as in-
centives for hiring and investing in 
small business. 

“The government’s social system 
that’s currently in place incentivizes 
people not to work,” said Wiebe, who 
suggested the government needs “to 
end getting something for nothing.”

Friesen called for more investment 
at the community level such as pro-
viding more child care to help enable 
women to be in the workforce. He 
also highlighted providing a guaran-
teed living income as well as invest-
ment in community infrastructure.

“I think a lot of employers, small 
employers, appreciate the assistance 
from the federal government. A lot 

of small businesses wouldn’t survive 
without it,” suggested Carrier, who 
also emphasized a need for more job 
training. 

As for immigration, Wiebe said 
their party prioritizes controlled im-
migration with a focus on skilled im-
migrants.

“Everybody deserves a chance to 
work ... we should open the doors to 
immigrants in an equitable manner,” 
noted Carrier.

Bergen agreed there is a need to 
support more skilled labour while 
also needing to help people who 
need to fi nd refuge.

“We would like to help immigrants 
contribute to the economy,” said 
Friesen, who cited the example of 
improving foreign credential recog-
nition here in Canada so that immi-
grants can better put their skills to 
use.

Canadians head to the polls Sept. 
20.

 >  FORUM, FROM PG. 7

United Way Pembina Valley kicks off fall campaign
By Lorne Stelmach

The United Way movement has 
a long history in the region, but it 
marked a new beginning last week.

United Way Pembina Valley offi cially 
launched its fi rst fundraising cam-
paign following the merger earlier 
this year of the Winkler and Morden 
organizations, and the co-operative 
approach was celebrated at a kickoff 
last Thursday.

“The combination of working to-
gether as the United Way is very im-
pressive and very much appreciated 
... there are many organizations that 
work in both communities, which 
makes it ideal to work together,” said 
Winkler Mayor Martin Harder.

“I think, as a community, during the 
course of this last year and a half we 
have lost signifi cant unity in our own 
communities and between communi-
ties,” he observed. “I think this is an 
example that we can set to go forward 
and say yes, we will be united, yes, we 
will support each other, and yes, we 
will stand there in the gap to serve the 
people who most desperately need 
us.”

“As an agency that also serves the 
Pembina Valley as a whole, it is very 
exciting to see the merger happen and 
be a part of it,” added Jenelle Neufeld, 
executive director of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of the Pembina Valley.

She noted how important the sup-
port of the United Way is to the men-
toring organization.

“Without funds from the United 
Way, we would not be able to do some 
of the programming that we do,” 
Neufeld said. “We are very reliant on 
these funds, especially with the year 
that we’ve had ... we have not been 
able to do the fundraising that we 
normally would.

“It’s so important for us to have ac-
cess to an organization such as the 
United Way. We are so fortunate to be 
a recipient of some of these funds.”

Morden-based United Way board 
member Terry Gibson briefl y com-
mented on “how happy we are at our 
end in Morden to join with the crew 
down here because they are such a 
great group of people. It just makes 
it easy to make it happen when you 
have people who are so interested in 
the community as a whole.”

The name may have changed but 
the mission most certainly has not, 
stressed board president Kim Nelson, 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
United Way Pembina Valley’s Terry Gibson (back, far left) and Kim Nel-
son (front, far right) were joined by Winkler Mayor Martin Harder and 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Pembina Valley’s Jenelle Neufeld to kick 
off the 2021 fundraising campaign.

adding that the  Winkler  and  Mor-
den  United  Ways  have  for  decades  
raised  funds  to  support  many non-
profi t agencies in the area and United 
Way Pembina Valley will be doing the 
same for many more years to come.

“Every penny you donate goes to 
support programs and  services  used  
by  countless  people  in  Morden-
Winkler,” she said, noting there were 
23 organizations supported last year 
and she anticipates it will be a similar 
number this year. 

There isn’t a fi rm campaign goal this 
year, but the more that is raised the 
more the United Way can give back.

“With the pandemic, it’s just so hard 
to determine what to set as a goal,” 
Nelson said. “Our goal would be just 
to continue to support the local agen-
cies.

“So keep an eye out for us in the 
community over the next few weeks,” 
she said. “Please join us in building a 
stronger community,.”

Donations  can  be  made  in  person  
at  any  Access  Credit  Union  branch, 
online  at  unitedwaypembinavalley.
ca, or via mail to United  Way,  PO Box 
758, Morden, MB, R6M 1A7. 

Businesses can also get in touch with 
the United Way to talk about making 
it easier for their employees to give 
through their payroll deduction pro-
gram.

Applications for United Way fund-
ing, meanwhile, will be available on-
line at unitedwaypembinavalley.ca 
with a deadline of Dec. 15.
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CFDC celebrating fi ve decades of science, education
Last week we took a look at CFDC’s his-

tory. Now we turn to its present and fu-
ture.

By Lorne Stelmach

Fifty years on since it started as the 
Morden and District Museum, what 
is now the Canadian Fossil Discovery 
Centre is working towards the next 
major step in its growth.

A new standalone building of its 
own remains the longterm goal for 
the museum, but for now it is making 
other moves forward as its continues 
to emerge from the impact of the pan-
demic.

“We are doing well now, and we will 
be doing better ... we will be glad to 
be able to do more things again,” ex-
ecutive director Adolfo Cuetara said 
recently. 

“We need to be prepared for a new 
facility whenever it comes. We are try-
ing to work towards a new facility, a 
standalone facility ... but we need to 
adapt to being a bigger organization, 
bigger facility, and bigger expecta-
tions in the number of visitors and 
budget and everything.”

Cuetara has experienced little else 
other than operating the CFDC under 
pandemic conditions, as he stepped 
into the role just shortly before re-
strictions came into effect in 2020.

Since then, the museum has some 
turmoil ranging from staff departures 
to popular programs being temporar-
ily halted as well as having the facility 
closed to the public entirely for vary-
ing periods of time.

It all actually had more of an impact 
this year than last, as they were able to 
open for most of the summer in 2020. 
That wasn’t the case for part of this 
summer; Cuetara estimates admis-
sions overall will be likely be around 
half of a normal year.

“This month now, there have been 

exhibits but also the biggest priority 
has been working with the new col-
lection management system ... so that 
is taking a lot of time.”

Cuetara believes the system will be 
ready to go within a month, and he 
sees it being of great benefi t 
to the general public as well 
as the centre itself.

“It will basically put all of 
our fossil collection ... we are 
talking about 1,500 speci-
mens and that means about 
20,000 fossils ... all of them 
will be available online for 
everybody. Everyone will be 
able to see all the informa-
tion we have about the fos-
sils.

“Everyone will be able to 
make kind of a personal 
custom space from the website,” Cu-
etara added, estimating it will involve 
somewhere around 30,000 images 
overall.

“It’s been a huge project. I don’t 
know of any other museum doing this 
in this comprehensive way,” he said. 
“It will be an important tool for us as 
an organization and to work with re-
searchers.”

Another highlight is the addition of 

what Cuetara is billing as a special 
unveiling for the 50th anniversary. 

In collaboration with Décor Cabi-
nets and with funds from the Signa-
ture Museums program, the CFDC 
has installed 20 custom glass cabinets 

in the main Mo-
sasaur Hall in or-
der to display the 
original fossils 
of three of their 
most signifi cant 
specimens.

“We are able 
to show the fos-
sils from Bruce, 
Suzy, and Plesi,” 
said Cuetara, 
who called it a  
a game changer 
for the centre, as 

visitors can now see the original fos-
sils up close for the fi rst time, as most 
of those specimens had been kept in 
storage in the collections room.

“There were a few bones from Bruce 
in the exhibition in the past, but now 
we can see practically a hundred 
per cent of the bones,” said Cuetara. 
“This is something people had really 

a lot of people coming,” he noted in 
August. “We are breaking records ... 
one Saturday we had 275 people in 
one day. That means the people who 
were not able to come in June or July 
are coming now.”

Despite whatever restrictions were 
in place at any one time, much of Cu-
etara’s work carries on behind the 
scenes regardless.

“The last year has been really busy, 
not only with new projects and new “WE NEED TO BE 

PREPARED FOR 
A NEW FACILITY 
WHENEVER IT 
COMES ...”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre executive director Aldolfo Cuetara in front of the new displays in the 
Mosasaur Hall, which now features the actual fossils of Bruce and his giant prehistoric counterparts along-
side the hanging models. Below: The CFDC had to move its main entrance due to the COVID-19 vaccination 
centre operating upstairs at the Access Event Centre. The move meant more space for the gift shop, now 
on the opposite end of the museum from before.

Continued on page 10
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wanted ... people want to see the 
real thing,” he said. “And normally, 
you don’t fi nd ever a hundred per 
cent of a skeleton ... it’s considered 
complete at 80, 70 or 60 per cent.”

The addition of the new display 
cabinets also brought about a 
change in the layout of the Mosa-
saur Hall, and it means there will 
be space for a few additional new-
er exhibits in the coming months.

One such exhibit could be a dis-
play of a different species of shark.

“We have a very special shark 
in the collection,” noted Cuetara, 
who described it as rare in terms 
of the degree of preservation, with 
almost the entire skeleton present.

Visitors to the museum are also 
able to check out the larger gift 
shop, which came about in part 
because the location of the vac-
cination supersite in the Access 
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Head for the Hills 
brings in over 
$125K for Eden
Eden Health Care Services’ annual Head for 
the Hills cycling fundraiser was a huge suc-
cess Saturday, drawing 201 riders and raising 
over $125,000 for mental health programs 
and supports across southern Manitoba.

 FACEBOOK.COM/
EDENHEALTHCARESERVICES

Family resource centre programming to begin next week
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The start of the new school year 
means the return of early childhood 
education programs at the Winkler 
Family Resource Centre (WFRC) and 
Morden Parent and Child Resource 
Centre.

Registration is on now for programs 
in both communities, though only 
Morden will be hosting indoor ac-
tivities for now. Programs begins next 
week and run for six weeks.

“It’s a chance to get out and meet 
other people,” says executive director 
Cathy Savage, noting all public health 
regulations must be followed to at-
tend the indoor programs, including 
mask use for adults and proof of vac-
cination.

The fall programs for kids age fi ve 
and under include Let’s Make Music 
With Mel Tuesday mornings and Kit 
and Kaboodle sessions Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings.

After years of bouncing around a 
few different locations, the Morden 
sessions will all take place this year in 
the Morden Alliance Church.

“This is a chance to pull it together 
and run it all from one place,” Savage 
says, thanking the church for playing 
host. “It just makes it a little easier for 
parents … they know where to go.”

Meanwhile in Winkler, the online 
program sessions worked quite well 
last year, so WFRC has opted to stick 
with that route for now.

“We’re trying to do our best, what-
ever we can, under the circumstances 
and hopefully it works,” Savage says. 
“Our programs online were fantastic 
last year … the response from parents 
and children was amazing. So if it’s 
not broken why fi x it?”

The virtual sessions include Mom-

my & Me Baking with Nelly Tuesday 
mornings, Team Green with Julie 
Wednesday mornings,, 
and Music with Cassie 
Thursday mornings.

Winkler’s lone in-
person program is Fun 
With Sports, which will 
run Monday mornings 
outside at Gateway Re-
sources. Adults will 
need to wear a mask if 
they go inside the near-
by enclosed gazebo dur-
ing the session, but proof of vaccina-
tion is not required.

Also off and running in Winkler is 
the new after-school program for kids 

in Kindergarten to Gr. 6. It runs un-
til 6 p.m. on regular school days (not 

on early or noon dis-
missal days) and in-
cludes a walking bus 
from the Pine Ridge 
and Parkland schools 
to the Emmanuel 
church on 15th St. 
(parents of kids from 
other schools will 
need to fi nd a way to 
get their kids to the 
church on their own).

“We’ve hired some really great staff 
for the program and we’re just eager 
to get it going now,” says Savage.

She notes there has been some con-

fusion as to whether parents need to 
be vaccinated to have their kids in-
volved in the after-school program. 

Parents do not need to enter the 
building to pick their kids up, she 
points out, so proof of vaccination is 
not required. Nor do the kids need to 
be vaccinated.

For questions about the after-school 
program, email wfrcaspcoordinator@
gmail.com.

A full listing of programs, dates, and 
times are available online at wink-
lerfamilyresourcecentre.com and on 
both centres’ Facebook pages.

There is a fee for the after-school 
program, but all other programs are 
free.

“IT’S A CHANCE 
TO GET OUT AND 
MEET OTHER 
PEOPLE.”

“WE ARE TRYING TO OPEN THE DIG SITES MORE AND 
HOPE THAT WILL MEAN WE WILL BE BETTER ABLE TO 
DISCOVER NEW THINGS.”

Event Centre forced CFDC to move 
its main entrance to the south side of 
the building.

“We had to change a number of 
things in the  museum, and because 
the exit was now on the opposite side 
of the museum, we had to put the gift 
shop there,” Cuetara explained.

“Our space was quite small ... so 
now, we have a bigger space, and we 
doubled the number of items that we 
have in the gift shop,” he noted. “We 
also have all of those now online as 
well.”

Its own building aside, planning is 
also in the works for improvements 

to the CFDC’s property on the escarp-
ment. 

The land had been a bentonite min-
ing site in the past and has been a 
main dig site for the museum for 
years, but it is hard to access and has 
no infrastructure in place.

“We are trying to improve all the 
connections ... and our goal is to have 
at the end a permanent fi eld station 
there,” said Cuetara. “We are trying 
to open the dig sites more and hope 
that will mean we will be better able 
to discover new things ... and people 
will be able to be part of it.”
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Locals gather for a very different kind of rally
By Lorne Stelmach

Recent headlines about COVID-re-
lated protests directed towards health 
care facilities and staff prompted a 
group of local residents to hold a rally 
of their own here this week.

They gathered with signs outside 
of Boundary Trails Health Centre 
Monday and Tuesday to simply show 
their support and appreciation for the 
health care professionals at work in-
side.

There was a need for some posi-
tive affi rmation, suggested par-
ticipant Sue Nelson, who recalled 
a relevant Margaret Mead quote:  
“Never believe that a few caring peo-
ple can’t change the world. For, in-
deed, that’s all who ever have.”

“This isn’t about anything politi-
cal, not about any particular posi-
tion,” Nelson stressed. “It’s just about 
thanking our health care workers 
and recognizing the diffi culties that 
they’re going through, and it’s been a 
long haul.

“I was remembering back to the 
times when people were banging 
pots and putting blue lights on their 

porches and thanking health care 
workers for all that they are doing,” 
she added. “I wasn’t hearing about 
that anymore, and the protests were 
kind of depressing, so I just thought 
that we needed something positive.”

She had no trouble getting a few 
friends and others to join her for the 
occasion, which was timed to try and 

catch staff coming and going at the 
hospital during a shift change.

“We needed some love out there,” 
Nelson stressed. “I know about nurs-
ing staff feeling discouraged and dis-
heartened with the way that things 
are going right now, so I just we could 
show them some love and show them 
some community support.

“For the last 18 months there’s been 
a lot of uncertainty in their workplace 
and a lot of uncertainty in everybody’s 
lives ... so we wanted to show that 
we’re still there for them, we’re still 
supporting them, and we want them 
to know that they’re doing a great job.”

People lined up outside Bound-People lined up outside Bound-
ary Trails Health Centre this week ary Trails Health Centre this week 
to thank health care workers for to thank health care workers for 
everything they’re doing to care for everything they’re doing to care for 
our community.our community. PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICEPHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
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Studio tour, quilt show provide a creative outlet
By Lorne Stelmach

A Morden couple who each have creative out-
lets on their own saw their work come together 
this past weekend.

George Fieber was among the artists partici-
pating in the Pembina Valley Studio Tour, while 
his wife Nancy was a featured quilter for the 
Barnswallows Quilt Guild display.

Their respective works of art combined to cre-
ate a lot of colour all around their Jade Bay home 

and yard.
“It’s perfect ... George has been a big part of the 

studio tour ... it’s nice to be doing this together,” 
said Nancy in between welcoming visitors.

“George has done the tour for a number of 
years, but I have never been involved in it,” she 
noted. “And we haven’t been able to have the 
quilt show for the last two years, so we decided 
we wanted to do something in the fall, and it just 
worked out to do this together.”

“George has his hobby and his studio down-

George 
and Nancy 
Fiebert’s 
home in 
Morden was a 
stop on both 
the Pembina 
Valley Studio 
Tour and the 
Barnswallow 
Quild Guild’s 
Quilt’s By the 
Yard outdoor 
show last 
weekend.

 PHOTO 
BY LORNE 

STELMACH/
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stairs, and I have my sewing room upstairs ... and we meet 
now then and sit and watch TV,” she laughed.

“We do our work every day, most every day,” said George. 
“I think it’s great having the quilts and the stained glass 

together, and I’m glad she was chosen as featured quilter,” 
he said. “I just hope people just enjoy the display, and I 
think it does work well together.”

“It always is very nice talking to people,” added Nancy, 
who called it quite an honour to be a featured quilter along 
with her daughter Kim.

“I’ve been with the Barnswallows for almost 30 years, so 
it’s nice to be able to be featured with my daughter,” she 
said. “It’s just fun, and it’s such a nice group of friends, and 
both of my daughters are quilters, so it’s really interesting.”

Nancy noted it was interesting for her as well to put her 
display together.

“I had four really good friends who came and helped me, 
and they did all this for me and put it out,” she said. “I’m 
a bit surprised I guess that there’s so much of it. It’s been 
a long time, and lots of stuff is just in the closet; you just 
don’t pull everything out all the time ... so it’s nice to see 
it all.”

George meanwhile has been a regular on the studio tour 
for at least a decade or so.

“I always look forward to it,” he said. “You get a lot of fa-
vorable comments ... and it’s nice talking to people ... they 
don’t realize how much work goes into making a piece.”

The studio tour is the annual showcase of the arts across 
the region. It ran Saturday and Sunday. 

There were many familiar faces and places but also some 
new highlights for the self-guided tour, which covers an 
area from Altona in the east to Carman in the north and 
west to La Riviere.



YourYour
The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday, September 16, 2021    13   

YOUR
LOCAL

CERTIFIED
HEATMASTER

DEALER
CALL (204) 331-4150
BIOHEATRESOURCES.COM

Y
LO

CERT
HEATMA

DEA
CALL (204) 33
BIOHEATRESOURC

Funding comes a little late 
for beleagured cattle farmers
By Lorne Stelmach

Recently announced government as-
sistance programs for Manitoba live-
stock producers impacted by drought 
would have been more welcome much 
sooner, suggests one area farmer.

The two programs under the Agri-
Recovery framework for livestock 
producers to help with the extraor-
dinary costs incurred for feed and 
transportation may be coming too late 
now, said Andre Steppler.

“Unfortunately, the government 
was too late with it,” said the operator 
of Steppler Farms, which is a third-
generation family farm located near 
Deerwood west of Miami and which 
encompasses a 3,500-acre grain farm 
as well as a 600 head purebred Charo-
lais cattle herd and a 1,500 hive honey 
bee operation. “It’s really, at the end of 
the day, probably not going to make 
a big difference in people’s bottom 
lines.

“If that announcement was made 
two months ago, more feed would 
have been put up for the cows ...  
and the whole goal of AgriRecovery 
should be to maintain that cow herd, 
and it was too late.”

“This has been a tough year, and we 
continue to take strides to support our 

producers in any way we can,” Agri-
culture Minister Ralph Eichler said 
recently in announcing two funding 
initiatives under the Canadian Agri-
cultural Partnership. “Manitoba pro-
ducers care deeply about their live-
stock, and these programs will help 
producers buy feed or to help get the 
feed they have purchased delivered 
to their animals or get the animals to 
another location where feed is avail-
able.”

The Manitoba government’s invest-
ment of $62 million under the Agri-
Recovery framework to support live-
stock producers affected by this year’s 
drought conditions is part of the 
Canadian Agricultural Partnership 
agreement with funding shared on a 
60-40 federal-provincial basis. 

The Livestock Feed and Transpor-
tation Drought Assistance Program 
will help producers purchase and test 
feed for livestock to maintain their 
breeding herds including transport-
ing purchased feed from distant loca-
tions. It will offer assistance to help 
offset freight expenses associated 
with moving livestock to alternative 
feed supply areas.

Eligible animals under the program 
are breeding animals of beef and 

dairy cattle, horses raised for preg-
nant mare urine (PMU), sheep, goats 
and bison. Producers must be sup-
porting a minimum of 10 animals to 
qualify for assistance, and the pro-
gram covers feed and feed transpor-
tation expenses between June 1, 2021 
and March 15, 2022. 

Feed must have been delivered from 
a supplier at least 40 kilometres away, 
and assistance is available for hauling 
feed for up to a maximum one-way 

distance of 600 km. Eligible feed pur-
chases are those made between June 
1, 2021 and March 15, 2022.

Meanwhile, the Livestock Transpor-
tation Program offers help for produc-
ers with extraordinary costs to trans-
port breeding animals of beef cattle, 
sheep and goats to alternate locations 
to feed up to 1,000 km, however this 
program does not cover moving ani-

 PHOTO SUBMITTED
Government funding for livestock farmers is welcome but doesn’t 
really much help those who have already seen great losses due to the 
drought.

Continued on page 15



YourYour
14   The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday, September 16, 2021

TWO MODELS
Gr

Watch a GrainBoss load an entire 
semi load in under 10 minutes

youtube.com/tridekon

www.tridek

sales@tridekon.ca
Neepawa, MB

             @tridekon

Grain Bag 
Extractor

TRIDEKONTRIDEKON
GRAIN BOSS

TM

EX
CL

U
SI

V
E

FE
AT

U
RE

S

STEERABLE DIRECT DRIVE WHEELS
TATING UNLOAD AUGER

HIGH CAPACITY CROSS AUGER SYSTEM www.fuel.crs/propane
®CO-OP and design trademark are registered trademarks of Federated Co-operatives Limited

WINNIPEG   204-631-4646
CARMAN   204-745-6528
BRANDON   204-727-3057

Grasshopper munchers and disease rates could be a good omen
By Nicole Brownlee

After a hard, dry season with 
unwelcomed winged visitors, 
experts suggest the problem 
may persist next year but offer 
some silver linings.

John Gavloski, an entomolo-
gist working with the province, 
said Manitoba experienced a 
heavier grasshopper popula-
tion that hit some areas of the 
province harder than usual. 

“Almost every region had 
their issues, it seemed,” said 
Gavloski. “The south Inter-
lake seemed to be one of the 
hotspots, but then I did have 
reports from the southwest, 
northwest or areas in the cen-
tral region that certainly had 
higher levels.”

Manitoba has roughly 80 
types of grasshoppers, and 
four of these are considered 
pests that can damage crops. 

The grasshoppers spread and 
ravaged crops so aggressively 
this year mostly because of the 
dry conditions, which could 
continue next summer.

“The grasshoppers did have 
fairly good egg-laying condi-
tions in August and into early 
September so far,” said Gav-

loski.
Through surveys over the 

past four years, they’ve seen 
a rising trend of grasshoppers 
populations develop in some 
areas, said Gavloski.

“Unless we get some weather 
conditions in very late spring 
that can knock the popula-
tion back when the young are 
hatching, I would expect we 
could be in for another year 
at least similar to this year in 
2022.”

Lots of rain in early spring 
when the grasshoppers hatch 
and an increase in natural 
predators may stop the trend 
from climbing.

“We did notice this year a 
lot of the predators of grass-
hoppers eggs,” said Gavloski. 
“Now that we’ve had a few 
hierarchies of grasshoppers, 
we’re really noticing increas-
ing levels of this type of fl y.”

Grasshopper Bee Fly larvae, 
named after their character-
istic high-pitched buzzing 
sound, feed only on grasshop-
per eggs. Blister beetle larvae 
and fi eld crickets also join the 
feast. 

“The combination of preda-

tors might help us out some-
what,” said Gavoski.

David Kaminski, a fi eld crop 
pathologist working with the 
province, noted the drought 
also helped decrease some 
crop diseases.

“Most diseases depend on 
signifi cant moisture in order 
for infection to get started 
and to continue through the 
season,” said Kaminski. “It’s a 
small consolation when yields 
are so limited by drought con-
ditions and by insect damage.” 

The past three years have 
been noticeably dry, encour-
aging the decline of certain 
diseases in cereals, canola and 
other broad leaf crops.

“However, there are a num-
ber of diseases which have 
pretty advanced survival struc-
tures,” said Kaminski.

He warns that some diseases 
can lurk in the soil apart from 
host plants for at least three 
years.

“We always encourage a good 
rotation of crops so that we do 
not have piling up of disease 
inoculum on crop residues.”
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mals to market or sale.
“There’s no doubt the drought has changed a lot of things 

for us here,” said Steppler, who noted they recognized ear-
ly on there would be a need for a larger amount of feed 
sooner given the conditions.

Knowing a shortage was coming, they needed to take a 
number of measures including culling cows early, weaning 
calves earlier and removing from pastures about three or 
four weeks ago.

“We did get a rain, so now cows are going back out to our 
pastures but at a reduced rate,” he said, adding the next 
step was to sell off about 15 per cent of the main herd.

“It defi nitely has changed things around here just for cow 
numbers alone,” said Steppler, who noted they were for-
tunate to have had enough rain to get a corn sileage crop 
to help them have the resources to get through into the 
winter while adding though that “we’re budgeting for that 
two extra months of feeding time.

“The frustration that we had was fi nding feed or access-
ing feed,” he said, calling it a perfect storm of conditions 
that was taking a signifi cant portion of the cow herd out of 
western Canada as a result of the combination of a lack of 
moisture and high commodity prices.

“We needed these announcements two months ago. The 
reality of being able to make more feed out here in western 
Canada is already gone. We needed that ability to access 
some cereal crops and some grain corn crops ... we needed 
that a long time ago.”

Steppler suggested drought conditions have occurred of-
ten enough over time that the province should be better 
prepared to act sooner when it happens.

“We should have been able to hit benchmarks of tem-
perature and lack of moisture,” he said. “Now many times 
have we dealt with drought ...  we should have had a pro-
gram in place to roll out as quickly as possible.”

Manitoba Beef Producers, meanwhile, noted it appreci-
ates the support being  offered through the AgriRecovery 
program, though it agrees that more aid will be needed.

“These programs will help address some of the extraor-
dinary costs beef producers have been incurring due to the 
drought conditions,” said president Tyler Fulton. 

“Producers are making important management decisions 
for their operations heading into the next few months, and 
having access to these programs will certainly help with 
that process,” he said. “Looking further ahead, we wel-
come continued discussions with governments about how 
a herd recovery program will be framed.”

“We believe that programs designed to address feed as-
sistance and transportation as well as livestock transporta-
tion will be important to the success of Manitoba’s live-
stock sector in the  years to come,” noted Bill Campbell, 
president of the Keystone Agricultural Producers. “These 
programs will help livestock producers with immediate 
feed and transportation needs as they plan for the long-
term recovery of their operations.”

Provincial offi cials noted they are in the process of de-
signing a cowherd-rebuilding program under the Canada-
Manitoba AgriRecovery drought assistance framework to 
help livestock producers forced to sell breeding stock due 
to limited feedstock in 2021 with the goal to rebuild their 
herds starting in 2022. The details of this program are cur-
rently under development.

>  FUNDING, FROM PG. 13
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He who has the Son has life. (1 John 5:12 – THE BIBLE) BTHC closes 10 beds due nurse shortage
By Lorne Stelmach

Health offi cials were offering assurances last week that 
care would not be compromised as a result of 10 beds be-
ing temporarily closed at Boundary Trails Health Centre.

Southern Health-Santé Sud stressed that protocols are 
in place should there be a sudden increased demand for 

RHA says the six-week closure should end Oct. 11
care, especially if there’s a spike in 
COVID-19 cases in the region.

“Southern Health-Sante Sud contin-
ues to monitor the situation closely, 
and plans are in place to respond to 
increased demands on bed occupancy 
as required,” the RHA said in a state-
ment when asked to comment on the 
situation at BTHC. 

It is the latest challenge being faced 
by the hospital, which serves a region-
al population of about 50,000 includ-
ing the RM of Stanley and Winkler—
two areas with the lowest vaccine 
coverage rates in Manitoba.

Few details were offered by the RHA 
other than that a temporary shortage 
of nurses led to the decision to close 
the 10 beds for a six week period.

“As experienced by many health 
care facilities across the province, 
Boundary Trails Health Centre has 
been experiencing nursing vacancy 
challenges,” the statement said.

“Southern Health-Sante Sud has 
reviewed vacancies, vacation sched-
uling, and term position return dates 
to this site and feels that a temporary 
six-week closure of 10 beds on the 40-
bed medical unit will provide some 
relief to staffi ng challenges.  

“With term positions scheduled to 
return in the fall coupled with the end 
of vacation peaks, we anticipate that 
these beds will be reopened on Oct, 
11.”

During a recent news conference, 
Health Minister Audrey Gordon did 
not directly address the temporary 
bed closure at BTHC other than to 
note that the health care system over-
all has faced challenges as a result of 
the pandemic, including staffi ng. 

She did note that the province was 
moving to help address the need by 
adding 400 nursing education seats 
throughout the six post-secondary 
schools in Manitoba. 

Southern Health 
leading the way in 
new cases
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Southern Health–Santé Sud was 
leading the way in new COVID-19 
cases in Manitoba on Monday.

The RHA is also the region with the 
lowest vaccination uptake in the prov-
ince, with 35.5 per cent of the eligible 
population having not received a sin-
gle dose.

Continued on page 19
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LLori’s Story

in my neck required for TTP treatment.
After 7 days in hospital, hours from home, physicians tried to taper my
treatment, but my platelets crashed and both of my retinas detached.
I could not see anything. To make matters worse, I stopped responding
to the original treatment, so a multitude of chemotherapies, to
eliminate my immune system, were added to my already gruelling
regime. It took 6 days for my vision to improve, and slowly my body
began to heal. I wondered every day if the non targeted TTP
treatment would work. Almost a month later I was stable enough to
travel home with the promise to return twice a week for bloodwork.
I am still dealing with side effects from the treatment. I know it is
early in my remission but as I read all the other patient stories on
AnsweringTTP.org, I know that I can do this too.

About one year ago my daughter
noticed that I looked yellow, so my
husband took me to the local
emergency room. My platelets were
dangerously low, and I was rushed
to Vancouver to start emergency
TTP treatment. Our anxiety about
my situation continued to build, as
physicians struggled for seven hours
to control the bleeding from the line

A medical emergency causing small blood clots and potentially

fatal complications. Early diagnosis is key to survival. TTP can

strike anyone, at any stage of life. Three in one million people are
diagnosed each year.

September 18, 2021 is
International TTP Day. This
day brings local TTP
communities together on a
global scale to raise funds to
support research, education,
and support for this orphan
disorder. Please give
generously today!

AnsweringTTP.org
Charitable registration #84600 4802 RR0001

Donate Now 
September 18 2021

w AnsweringTTP.org

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
There was no shortage of beautiful and creative works of art to check 
out last weekend at both the Pembina Valley Studio Tour and the 
Barnswallow Quilting Guild’s Quilt by the Yard outdoor show. Above, 
left: Now in its 17th year, the self-guided studio tour offered a show-
case of the artistic talent across the region with stops that included 

Art on display last weekend
the Morden 
home of wood-
worker Walter 
Dueck and the 
Beneath the 
Oaks Gallery 
in Thornhill. 
Left: Morden’s 
historic stone 
homes pro-
vided a great 
backdrop for a 
varied display 
of colourful 
quilts.
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Shelley Overwater and Julie Toews are accepting new clients!

Stop by and see one of the MMJS team.

Beginning in Reinland, we will be visiting villages, 
stopping for lunch at MCI and then heading to 
Neubergthal for supper at the Commons Barn.

The Bell Exhibition on now 
at Winkler Arts & Culture

By Ashleigh Viveiros

How do you mark a milestone birth-
day in a pandemic?

For artist Scott Bell, the answer was 
simple: host an exhibition featuring 
some of the work you’re most proud 
of in your career.

“I’m about to turn 50 and so how, 
in the midst of everything that’s go-
ing on and everything we’ve been 
through this past year, how do you 
celebrate that?” Bell says. “I wanted to 
have some kind of a party but maybe 
something a little more than that, a 
little more meaningful. I thought an 
art retrospective would be the way to 
go.”

The Bell Exhibition is on display now 
at Winkler Arts and Culture and it 
features not just a glimpse at Bell’s art 
through the years but also that of his 
teenage daughters, Grace and Violet.

“When the girls heard about it, they 
wanted in,” Bell says. “They’ve been 
bugging me about getting some of 
their work up in a gallery.”

And so, Bell’s art fi lls WAC’s main 
gallery room while the work of his 
daughters have been set up in the up-
stairs secondary gallery.

“There’s a variety,” Bell says, noting 
that in addition to some large-scale 
oil paintings the Bell trio also have 
pen and ink work, pencil drawings, 
acrylic core paintings, copic marker 
pieces, and more on display. “There’s 
some really big pieces and then some 
really smaller detailed pieces. There’s 
quite a wide variety of stuff going on.”

As an art teacher in Winkler for over 
two decades now, Bell noted his stu-
dents inspire him to keep trying new 
things all the time.

“Sometimes it’s my students who 
encourage me to do that, or my own 
kids. That’s great. It’s so nice to have 
other creative people to encourage 
you or get you to stretch ... there’s 
continual opportunity for growth.

He found as he went through his art 
that most of the stuff he’s most eager 
to share was made within the last sev-
eral years.

“I think the more you do things 
the more you discover what your 
strengths are,” he refl ects, noting he 
went for quality over quantity in pick-
ing pieces for the show. “I was pretty 
selective ... it’s good sometimes to 
take an account of what you’ve done.”

 PHOTO 
BY ASHLEIGH 

VIVEIROS/VOICE
The Bell Ex-
hibition fea-
tures the 
varied work 
of Scott Bell 
through the 
years in the 
main gallery 
(above) and 
pieces from 
his daughter’s 
Grace and 
Violet in the 
upstairs gal-
lery.

Scott Bell retrospective exhibit includes 
work from his daughters

Continued on page 19
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Access CU considering a merger with Noventis, Sunova
By Lorne Stelmach

Another potential merger is in the 
works for Access Credit Union.

Discussions are underway between 
Access and Noventis and Sunova 
credit unions, which both initially 
reached out to Access while it was 
in discussions with Crosstown Civic 
about the merger that went on to be 
approved in 2020.

The three credit unions began dis-
cussing the idea again in January, and 
initial evaluations suggest the poten-
tial partnership is worth exploring, 
said CEO Larry Davey.

“They really like that we initiated 
from a rural base, and they’re both 
rural based credit unions. So we have 
that fi t around community support 
and investing in communities and 
maintaining branches.

“It started as a really good fi t around 
the values and around where we’re 
all trying to go,” he continued. “Then 
we started to put some numbers to-
gether, and we did a concept paper as 
to what the three would look like, and 
it became an even better fi t, and all 
three boards were very supportive.”

Access previously pursued a merger 
with Assiniboine Credit Union that 
was voted down by Access members 
in 2015. The merger with Crosstown 
Civic was approved four years later 
and took effect in 2020.

Bell’s work has been a familiar sight at WAC over the years, but get-
ting the chance to put on a show alongside his daughters makes The 
Bell Exhibition something special.

“It’s huge for me. It adds so much more depth and meaning to the 
event,” he says. “To be able to do it alongside my daughters, it means 
a lot.”

It’s a special opportunity for Grace, 17, and Violet, 13, as well.
“I’ve always wanted to have my own show and I thought this would 

be a good way to try and see if I could do something like that in the fu-
ture,” says Grace, who says she’s no stranger to putting her large-scale 
portraits out there, often sharing pieces online.

Violet is also excited at the opportunity to showcase what she can do 
as an artist.

She notes she’s not really nervous about it but acknowledges “it is 
a bit crazy knowing that other people are looking at the work you’ve 
done.”

The Bell Exhibition is on until Sept. 25.

Health offi cials were reporting a to-
tal of 41 new cases of the virus Mon-
day, including 21 in Southern Health, 
12 in Winnipeg, fi ve in Prairie Moun-
tain, two in the Northern health re-
gion, and one in Interlake-Eastern.

Of the new cases, 32 were in people 
who were not fully vaccinated (two 
weeks past their second dose of the 
vaccine). In Southern Health, 17 of 
the 21 new cases were not fully vac-
cinated. 

Monday’s number represented a 
bit of a drop from the heights of the 

previous few days, which saw 105 
new cases on Friday, 72 Saturday, and 
58 on Sunday.

It brings Manitoba’s active caseload 
to 569. There were 69 Manitobans 
in hospital with COVID-19 at press 
time, including 14 in intensive care 
(none of whom were fully vaccinat-
ed).

The death toll due to the virus is at 
1,202.

In the Pembina Valley, Winkler con-
tinues to lead the way in cases with 
22 followed by Morden with 10, Al-

tona area with seven, Stanley and 
Lorne/Louise/Pembina with three, 
and the areas of Carman, Grey, and 
Red River South with two each.

On the vaccination front, Winkler 
and Stanley still have the lowest 
vaccine uptake in all of Manitoba, 
though Winkler’s number improved 
to 40.4 per cent and Stanley hit 23.5 
per cent this week.

Manitoba as a whole has reached 
83.6 per cent of eligible residents 
with at least one dose and 78.7 per 
cent with two.

 >  BELL EXHIBITION, FROM PG. 18

A few pieces of Violet and Grace Bell’s work in the upstairs 
gallery at Winkler Arts and Culture.
 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

Access is currently the second larg-
est credit union in Manitoba with 
assets exceeding $6 billion. It serves 
92,000 members at 26 branches across 
southern Manitoba and Winnipeg.

Sunova is the fi fth largest credit 
union in Manitoba and has grown to 
serve 49,700 members with $2.3 bil-
lion in assets across 14 branches lo-
cated in Winnipeg, eastern Manitoba, 
and southern Interlake region.

Noventis was incorporated in 2010 
following a series of mergers and 
currently serves 28,000 members 
with $1.14 billion in assets across 12 
branches through out the Interlake 
and west of Winnipeg. It is the 10th 

largest credit union in Manitoba. 
As part of doing their due diligence, 

each credit union will be engaging 
with their members and employees as 
they determine their next steps and 
the boards prepare to make a recom-
mendation to their respective mem-
berships.

Davey said there will be further dis-
cussions as they set out the  business 
case, which he anticipated could be 
complete this fall, and it could possi-
bly  be put to a membership vote in 
late January and if approved become 
offi cial next summer.

The new entity would maintain the 
Access name, and it is expected Dav-

ey will carry on as the CEO while the 
new board would have  six members 
from Access and three each from No-
ventis and Sunova.

“We want to make sure we’re doing 
our due diligence, and we really make 
sure that it is a good fi t,” said Davey, 
who reiterated that “a lot of it comes 
back to our rural roots, and a lot of 
it comes back to that commitment to 
community investment.”

“All three credit unions have a strong 
commitment to putting the needs of 
our members fi rst and to maintain 
value for our memberships,” noted 
Ingrid Loewen, board chair for Access 
Credit Union.

 >  COVID-19, FROM PG. 16
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Salem Home celebrates 65 years of care

By Ashleigh Viveiros

When Glen Thiessen’s grandparents 
lived in Salem Home back in the ‘70s, it 
wasn’t because they needed round-the-
clock care.

“They moved in there because Grand-
ma needed insulin. She was a diabetic,” 
the Salem Foundation vice-chair recalls. 
“We didn’t have home care back then 
... but she needed that injection and 
so that’s what you did. They sold their 
house in Altona and moved to Salem to-
gether. Grandpa parked the car outside. 
They still drove around on their own.”

Thiessen’s grandparents were cer-
tainly not alone in retaining a measure 
of independence while living in the care 
home in its fi rst few decades of exis-
tence.

“Residents would argue about their 
parking spaces back then,” says CEO 
Sherry Janzen, recalling stories shared 
with her by past staff and board mem-
bers. “It was a different time.”

COMMUNITY MADE IT HAPPEN
Salem Home for the Aged, as it was 

known at the start, welcomed its fi rst 
residents on March 1, 1956—65 years 
ago this year.

So many things have changed at Salem 
in the years since, but some things have 
stayed very much the same.

One of them being the importance of 
community support. Just as today the 
Winkler area routinely rallies behind the 
home’s ongoing improvement projects, 
so too was its very creation prompted by 
people seeing a need and setting out to 
do something about it.

Local Mennonite church leaders start-
ed talking about building an “altenheim” 
(old folk’s home) as far back as 1951.

A few years later, the Conference of 
Mennonites in Manitoba decided it 
should be built in Winkler.

Thirteen local churches led the charge 
in getting the 54-bed residence built. 
Those same churches remain the 
home’s ownership group today, provid-
ing representatives for Salem’s board of 
directors.

As the community grew, so did Salem, 
with major expansions and updates 
taking place on a pretty regular basis 
through to today.

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Above: Some of the fi rst residents at the new Salem Home for the Aged as 
it opened its doors in the late ‘50s. Right: A worker gets a resident from 
the care home’s early days settled into her room. 

Continued on page 21

These days the facility has 145 beds, including Manitoba’s only Behavior 
Treatment Unit for residents struggling to adapt to a normal care environ-
ment.

CHANGING NEEDS
From the ‘50s through to the early ‘90s, the average Salem resident had 

very different needs than the residents of 2021.
Thiessen, who fi rst joined Salem’s board in 1991, explains residents are 

categorized as requiring one of several lev-
els of care, from one (the least) up to four. 

“It was a balanced scenario in those days,” 
he says. “The reality of today is everybody 
is level three, level four. The ones and twos 
home care deals with, the Buhler [Active 
Living Centre] deals with. We’ve created 
places so they can stay in the community 
longer.”

Which is no doubt a blessing for seniors 
and their families, but it has meant that, 
over the past 25 years or so, the level of re-
quired care at Salem has steadily increased, 
upping demands on staff and resources.

“When I came in there was an incredibly 
high percentage of people that walked on their own; now that’s incredibly 
rare,” says Janzen, who joined Salem in 1991 as its fi rst female CEO.

Residents are also coming with more health challenges than ever before, 
including, for upwards of 90 per cent of them, advanced forms of dementia.

ON THE CUSP
Janzen and Thiessen both came on board with Salem during a time of 

great change for the care home.
The hiring of a woman for the top job certainly created a stir.
“They took a chance on me, they really did,” Janzen says, noting the board 

at the time got more than a few phone calls questioning what they were 
thinking hiring a woman for a position that had, for 35 years at that point, 
been fi lled by men.

“When I moved here people only knew three things about me: I had red 

“WE’VE CREATED 
PLACES SO THEY 
CAN STAY IN THE 
COMMUNITY 
LONGER”

 A barbecue meal at Salem Home in the 1960s. Note how few residents 
needed a wheelchair back then.
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nails, I wore big earrings, and I drove fast,” she chuck-
les. “That’s not quite the reputation that a CEO wants 
to have.”

But her credentials backed up the decision, including 
degrees in gerontology, business administration, psy-
chology, sociology, not to mention experience in care 
homes and programs for seniors in the U.S.

“They knew they needed to do something different 
because the messaging from Manitoba Health was 
that things were going to change and so they needed 
somebody that would be able to navigate those chang-
es,” Janzen says, noting her hire came just a few years 
before the regional health authorities took greater 
control over care home operations  in Manitoba

One of the biggest challenges Janzen had in her fi rst 
years at Salem was shifting its focus as an organiza-
tion.

“I think one of the most 
fundamental things that 
I saw was that the staff 
and I think the organiza-
tion itself felt they need-
ed to be everything to 
everybody,” she shares. 
“And the community 
came fi rst. Whatever the 
community wanted, it 
came fi rst.

“If churches felt it 
should be this way, well 
then everybody tried to 
accommodate that. But 
people on the outside 
don’t necessary see … what the residents actually 
need or why things have to change.

“It was a shock to the community because the resi-
dents came fi rst for me.”

That meant taking a hard look at why things were 
done a certain way and whether that way was truly 
best for the people living at Salem.

For example, Janzen recalls it was a battle to extend 
bath times to include Sundays.

“If care is getting heavier you can’t possible do every-
thing in six days and then literally do nothing on the 
Sunday,” she says.

The board members representing the various church-
es balked at fi rst but eventually came around to the 
idea once Janzen fi gured out how best to address one 
particular concern they had.

“I realized the board members felt that if we changed 
the way we were doing things we were changing the 

values,” she says, stressing Christ-centred care 
has always been and remains at the heart of Sa-
lem. “We’re not changing the values, but how we 
do things has to change because our residents are 
changing, and if we are not responding to our resi-
dents then we’re not giving the best care that we 
can.”

Moving meals from the central dining space 
to smaller dining rooms in individual units also 
proved contentious in the community at large.

“It was another one of those things where it was 
‘Why are you doing this? You’re making all these 
changes,’” recalls  Thiessen. 

But while to those outside the home having a 
centralized dining room sounded like a good way 
for residents to socialize, most instead found it 
a loud and overwhelming area to be brought to 
three times a day.

“It was just a frustrating experience for a lot of 
residents,” Thiessen says. “The crowd, the noise ... 
they stopped eating or they would become agi-
tated.

“What we came to realize was with these smaller 
dining rooms people became much  more con-
tent.”

The push to create a more homelike atmosphere 
at Salem has been behind many of the operational 

changes, renovations, and technology purchases 
of the past few decades.

“We sat down as a leadership group … and we 
said, okay, what do we want Salem to be when we 
get here?” Janzen says.

What quickly became clear is people want to feel 
they have a choice over their day-to-day lives. That 
includes things like providing more meal options 
or letting residents decide for themselves when 
they want to go to bed or get up in the morning.

“If a resident gets to sleep in, the chances of 
that resident having a good day are much higher 
than if you force that person to get out of bed at 6 
o’clock in the morning and they’re grumpy all day 
and they respond negatively to everything and 
they’re at risk of falling because they’re so agitat-
ed,” Janzen says. 

“We realized if choice is what we want, why 
wouldn’t the residents of today want that? So we 
started, slowly but surely, we started changing 
things.”

“It was a culture change from that institutional 
kind of care home, where you had these [undeco-
rated] hallways and you had these mealtimes and 
you had these bed times and get up times— it 
was all very structured,” Thiessen says, observing 

Salem has long 
been on the 
forefront of 
new technolo-
gies to improve 
patient care, 
including inter-
active activity 
boards (left), 
lifts (right), 
and electronic 
records (below, 
left), to name 
just a few.

SUBMITTED 
PHOTOS
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Right: The community has been ral-
lying behind the care home since the 
beginning. Here, the ladies auxiliary 
hosts a bake sale to raise funds for 
programs or equipment at Salem.

Continued on page 24

“IF CHOICE IS 
WHAT WE WANT, 
WHY WOULDN’T 
THE RESIDENTS 
OF TODAY WANT 
THAT?”
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Female Hawks unbeaten in MFML exhibitions
By Voice staff

 
The female U18 Pembina Valley 

Hawks remained unbeaten in exhibi-
tion play so far with a win and a tie 
this past weekend.

The MFML team beat the Westman 
Wildcats 5-1 Saturday in Brandon and 

followed it up with a 2-2 draw Sunday 
with Pilot Mound Prep.

Coming off an earlier 3-2 win over 
the Eastman Selects, the Hawks took 
period leads of 2-1 and 4-1 on West-
man with Gracie Carels getting a pair 
of goals. Annika Braun, Mackenzie 
Couling and Cambree Martens also 

scored for Pembina Valley, while Kay-
lee Franz stopped 28 of 29 shots on 
goal.

On Sunday, the Hawks fell behind 
1-0 in the second before scoring a pair 
in the third. Couling had a goal and 
an assist for the Hawks with the other 
goal coming from Martens, while Tria 

Enns stopped 22 of 24 shots for Pem-
bina Valley.

The Hawks wrap up exhibition play 
with three games this week starting 
with the Winnipeg Avros Wednesday 
followed by a pair against the Rink 
Hockey Academy Saturday in Winni-
peg and Sunday in Carman.

Flyers end 
pre-season 
with losses
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers wrapped up the 
Manitoba Junior Hockey League pre-
season with one win and a trio of loss-
es last week, bringing their exhibition 
record to 2-4.

The week started strong with a 4-3 
victory over the Steelers in Selkirk 
Sept. 7

Winkler outshot their opponents 33-
23 and were up 4-1 thanks to a pair 
of goals from Gavin Waltz in the fi rst 
two frames and singles from Jeremy 
Dunmore and Trent Penner early in 
the third before Selkirk rallied to try 
and close the gap in the game’s fi nal 
10 minutes. Malachi Klassen got the 
win in net, making 20 saves.

The tables turned the next night in 
Winkler.

While the Flyers certainly had no 
shortage of chances to score—fi ring 
41 shots on net to Selkirk’s 24—it was 
the Steelers who managed to make 
good on their opportunities, ending 
the fi rst two periods up 2-1 and 4-2 
and then putting the fi nal nail in near 
the end of the third when Winkler 
yanked their goalie for the extra man. 
Selkirk got the win 5-2.

Scoring for Winkler was Josh 
Beauchemin and Jayden McCarthy. 
Brock Moroz took the loss in net, mak-
ing 19 saves off the 23 shots he faced.

The pre-season’s fi nal two games 
against the Virden Oil Capitals were 
close ones as well, but neither went 
Winkler’s way.

Virden took game one 7-4 Friday 
night. Most of the work was done in 
the fi rst two periods, which saw the 
Oil Capitals leading 4-1 and 6-3. Justin 
Svenson, Trent Penner, and Jackson 
Arpin scored for Winkler.

Svenson got his second goal of the 
night eight minutes into the third to 
make it 6-4, but that was as close as 
Winkler got before Virden added one 
more to their tally.

Once again, despite the loss, Win-
kler had the edge on shots on net, this 

time 47-30. Moroz made nine saves off 
13 shots while Jozse Gauthier Urmos 
made 14 off of 17 shots on goal.

Saturday night’s game in Winkler 
needed a shootout for a decision.

Period one was all about the Trents—
with Trent Sambrook drawing fi rst 
blood fi ve minutes in and then Trent 
Penner adding two in the fi nal few 
minutes to give Winkler a 3-2 lead 
heading into intermission.

Cole Mackenzie made it 4-2 just 12 
seconds in. Virden responded in kind 

six minutes later and then got the ty-
ing goal late in the third to force a 
fruitless overtime and, fi nally, the 
shootout.

The Oil Capitals’ fi rst shooter found 
his mark, though not their second. 
It didn’t matter, though, as all three 
of Winkler’s shooters (Gavin Waltz, 
Nicholas McKee, and Svenson) were 
denied, giving the win to Virden 5-4.

The Flyers split their exhibition ges against the The Flyers split their exhibition ges against the 
Selkirk Steelers, winning the fi rst 4-3 last Tues-Selkirk Steelers, winning the fi rst 4-3 last Tues-
day and then falling 5-2 the next night.day and then falling 5-2 the next night.  

PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICEPHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE

Continued on page 23
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What’s                 story?  

We want to hear from you. 
The Winkler Morden Voice connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

Sport and leisure expo highlights local programming

By Lorne Stelmach

The annual Morden Sport and Leisure Expo 
last week offered a one stop shop to fi nd out 
what recreational opportunities are available 
in the community.

Held last Wednesday at the Access Event 
Centre, the expo served as a registration eve-
ning for a range of programs such as minor 
hockey, fi gure skating, and 4H, but it also was a 
good chance for a number of other programs to 
raise awareness and interest.

It was particularly valuable for a few newer 
community ventures such as a local chapter of 
Cycling Without Age, a non-profi t organization 
fi rst founded in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2012 
which by 2020 had expanded into 50 countries 
serving over 1.5 million people worldwide.

A local group is taking up the mission of the 
founder, who wanted to help elders get back on 
their bicycles and found a solution to limited 
mobility via a trishaw and volunteers to give 
rides.

“We’re just starting up this program here,” 
said Heather Francis. “We have actually had 
two bikes for just over a year already, but then 
COVID hit so, especially working with a vul-
nerable population, we had to delay our start, 
but we’re hoping to get going soon.

“The slogan of Cycling Without Age is the 
right to wind in your hair ... so it just values get-
ting people out and about in the community. 
It really values the principles of slowness and 
taking your time and creating relationships.”

Francis said they saw the expo as a good way 
to get the word out and perhaps recruit a few 
volunteers.

“It’s a fun program and it’s a great opportu-
nity for people who want to volunteer ... even if 
you don’t have a lot of hours, it’s very fl exible,”  
she said. “I think the expo is a great idea to get 
out and see the opportunities that we have in 
our community.”

Connie Hesom, manager of the Morden Chal-
lenger baseball program, also hoped the expo 
would help them build the program here after 
its abbreviated fi rst season this spring where 
they only got in one practice before things were 
shutdown due to the pandemic.

They did some virtual activities and are now 
hoping to do a fall season with six weeks of 
Challenger baseball, which provides an oppor-
tunity for children with cognitive or physical 
disabilities to play.

“We were pleased with the initial numbers 
we had in the spring; we had nine kids regis-
tered ... but I can defi nitely see it growing in 
this area,” Hesom said. “We defi nitely want to 

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Left: Connie Hesom and Courtney and Ryan Thiessen were at the expo 
to promote the Morden Challenger baseball program. Above: The 
Danceworks Studios registration table.

The MJHL regular season gets underway 
this weekend as Winkler hosts the Portage 
Terriers on Saturday and then plays in Por-
tage Sunday.

Tickets are available at the door. The team 
last week also announced its season pass 
program.

Individual memberships/passes are $300 
while family memberships are $600. Each get 
you into every regular season game and dis-
counts on the playoffs.

Memberships can be purchased at the Win-
kler Flyers offi ce this Wednesday and Thurs-
day from 1-5 p.m. or at the Winkler Centen-
nial Arena entrance Saturday from 6-7:30 
p.m. 

Season/VIP passes from last year’s can-
celled season will be honoured with a dis-
count for this year based on games played.

There is also an option for reserved seating 
for season ticket holders.

Contact the team for further details
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see it grow and have more people involved.
“If we can get more volunteers involved, I could see prob-

ably even having an adult league next spring and see maybe 
even another kids league,” she added.

She hoped the expo might even help attract a few volun-
teers.

“They may be interested in being a buddy because in Chal-
lenger, each athlete has an able bodied person with them to 
help them do the practices and play the games.”

Brian Thiessen, who is the beach and campground man-
ager for the City of Morden, was also hoping the expo might 
help get more people involved with the Morden Paddle 
Club.

“We’re trying to expand it a bit, get more of a membership 
base and introduce some other programming. We’re hoping 
to build it up a bit more,” he said.

Having been impacted to some degree during the pan-
demic, the club is looking forward to a more full and open 
season next year at the lake, he noted.

“We do still need to be safe but we need to get out and do 
activities that are fun and enjoyable for us,” said Thiessen, 
who was especially promoting memberships, which can 
be monthly or seasonal. “It gives you free access to all the 
equipment if you don’t have your own ... and we think there 
is more interest.”
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Twisters kick off season 
with a win over Twins
By Voice staff

The Pembina Valley Twisters started 
off exhibition play this past weekend 
on a winning note.

The MMJHL team beat the Fort Gar-
ry Fort Rouge Twins 6-4 in Winnipeg.

The Twisters jumped on the Twins 
quickly with two goals before the 
game was two minutes old and then 
held a 4-0 lead after one period.

Scoring for Pembina Valley were 
Caelan Russel, Zander Carels, Luke 
Van De Velde, Zach Tetrault, Travis 
Penner and Jackson Wilson.  

Sean Penner made 23 saves with the 
Twisters outshooting the Twins 49-27.

Pembina Valley pays a visit to Trans-
cona Friday and St. Boniface Sunday 
to wrap up pre-season play. 

The regular season schedule was not 
yet available at press time.

Youth run MB Marathon
Five local youth ran in the Manitoba Marathon Sept. 5 and were 
not far off from winning the men’s relay event. William Vanden-
berg of Winkler along with Ben Wiens, Joel Geake, Benji Dueck, 
and Joshua Hildebrand of Morden recorded a time of 2:50:26, 
which was just three minutes behind the fi rst placed men’s team 
and 20 minutes faster then the third place mens team.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

that the difference after some of these 
changes was like night and day. “The 
residents just became so much easier 
to work with, agitation was so mini-
mal. It was such a ‘Wow, why didn’t 
we see this a lot sooner’ moment.”

Relationship-based care became a 
major focus at Salem, and a big part 
of it has been is fi nding ways to give 
staff as much quality time as possible 
to spend with residents.

“Every piece of new equipment that 
we’ve built into our facility we’re try-
ing to buy staff time. Because if we’re 
asking them to do more and more we 
have to give them the time to do that,” 
Janzen says, pointing out that workers 
used to spend hours a day shuttling 
residents to and from the common 
dining room, for example. Decentral-
izing meal times bought them that 
time back; time that can be spent 
more meaningfully interacting with 
the people in their care. “We’re always 
building and adding more and more 
components to it … we are literally 
writing our own model here.

“I think throughout Salem’s history 
the values of Salem have remained 
true,” says Janzen. “How we’ve accom-
plished those values has changed, is 
changing, and will continue to change 
because our populations are different.

“People come here to live,” she adds. 
“They can no longer help themselves 
and so they need people to help them. 
And that’s what we do here.”

BIG PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
Salem has come a long way over the 

years, but Janzen still has big dreams 
for the facility before she considers 
retirement.

They’ve purchased a number of 
houses on the block behind their 15th 

St. campus with the hope of add-
ing more specialized care beds for 
residents with dementia and behav-
ioural challenges. The expansion will 
be built using what’s known as the 
small-house model of care, where 
residents are part of their own little 
community and the units are meant 
to provide both secure spaces but also 
calming ones.

“They need smaller environments, 
less stimulating, less anxiety-produc-
ing environments,” Janzen says. The 
project is still waiting for provincial 
approval.

They are also hard at working get-
ting more staff certifi ed in DementiA-
bility methods to better help residents 
living with dementia. 

Also in the works is the rollout of a 
new spiritual care volunteer program 
to better meet the spiritual needs of 
residents.

“Salem has become a leader in care 
and I really hope that keeps going, 
that we’ll stay in the forefront,” Thies-
sen says. “Salem has a core staff that 
are really, really good at that ...  they’re 
aren’t necessarily willing to stand still. 
They’re always looking to do more.”

Whatever project Salem tackles next, 
Janzen and Thiessen have no doubt 
the community will be there, as it al-
ways has, to walk alongside them.

“When you lay out what’s happen-
ing here and that there’s something 
we can do to solve it, people come on 
board,”  Janzen says. “I’m always very 
grateful for that. I personally feel very 
blessed that we have been part of the 
fabric of the community.”

“The community had been generous 
in supporting Salem,” adds Thiessen. 
“It is our care home, the community’s 
care home.

“It is our care home, the 
community’s care home”
From Pg. 21

Morden Area Fdn. now accepting grant applications
By Lorne Stelmach

If your organization has a project in 
mind for the betterment of the com-
munity, the Morden Area Foundation 
wants to hear about it.

The foundation is accepting applica-
tions for its 2021 grants until Sept. 30.

The grants are not meant to support 
administrative or regular operating 
expenses, but otherwise the founda-
tion is looking for “absolutely any-
thing that could be exciting for our 

community, for our area,” said execu-
tive director Lynda Lambert.

“They like to see things like partner-
ships with either other organizations 
or businesses ... something that may-
be looks at the bigger picture,” she 
suggested.

“They like to grant to things that are 
the fi rst, have never been done before 
or if it’s a new concept or new idea,” 
she added as examples. “They love to 
be able to help get projects like that 
off the ground.”

It can be a challenging task for the 
foundation to select the recipients, 
as they only have somewhere in the 
range of $23,000 to hand out each year.

“I think it was a couple years ago we 
had $168,000 worth of requests,” Lam-
bert noted, “but we can only grant out 
a little over $20,000. It’s become hard 
[to choose].”

Applicants will have the chance to 
pitch their project to the foundation 
board in October. The fi nal decision 
will be made in November and then 

announced in December.
More information and the applica-

tion form is available online at www.
mordenfoundation.ca/grants. You can 
also drop off or mail applications to 
13 – 379 Stephen Street, Morden, MB, 
R6M 0G8.

If you have any questions regarding 
granting or would like to discuss pos-
sible projects and needs in the com-
munity, contact the foundation at 204-
822-5614 or info@mordenfoundation.
ca.



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. NO ITEM TOO 
LARGE! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different op-
tion to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

ESTATE SALE
Estate sale for Barrie 
and Lucile Sanders, 
Sat., Sept. 18 from 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 31 
Boyne Cres., Carman. 
Furniture, electron-
ics, household items, 
yard tools, J.D. riding 
lawnmower, computer, 
power lift chair & much 
more.

MISCELLANEOUS
Need staff??? Let us 
help! The blanket clas-
sifi eds get seen in the 
37 Manitoba Weekly 
Newspapers. Get no-
ticed in over 352,000+ 
homes, for as little as 
$189 + GST! To learn 
more, Call The Winkler 
Morden Voice at 204-
467-5836 or MCNA at 
204-947-1691 for de-
tails. MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspa-
pers Association. www.
mcna.com

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? Having 
an event? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

WANTED
WANTED NOW - 1970-
76 Plymouth Duster 
for client build. Must 
be a rust-free body. 
Any model considered. 
Rockhaven Auto 204-
793-610. 

PERSONAL
Looking for long term 
relationship - Are you 
tired of trying to con-
nect to someone on-
line? Well I am! 
I am a middle aged 
man from Morden who 
is seeking a long term 
relationship with a 
woman in her early to 
mid sixties, marriage is 
a possibility. Looking for 
someone with a good 
sense of humour, kind, 
non smoker, and has 
a faith. Loves the 50’s 
to 70’s rock and roll, 
and country rock. If this 
sounds like you, give B 
a call at 204-362-0088.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet 
antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief. 
Benefi ts humans and 
pets. EVA is composed 
of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds 
that work to stimulate 
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk 
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.
net

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

• BIRTHDAYS
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 467-5836CCAALLLL 446677 55883366
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Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Call: 467-5836 or Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE POSITION 
with an EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION

CAREERS

CAREERS

CAREERS

CAREERS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY
Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless the tax arrears 
for the designated year and costs in respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full 
to the Municipality prior to the commencement of the auction, the Municipality will on the 7th day of 
October, 2021, at the hour of 1:00 PM, at Rural Municipality of Stanley, 23111 PTH 14, Winkler MB, 
proceed to sell by public auction the following described properties:

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each property:

may

cash, certified cheque 
 or bank draft to the Rural Municipality of Stanley as follows:
  i)] The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR

  refundable deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the purchase price  
  must be paid within 20 days of the sale; AND

Dated this 16th day of September, 2021.

Dale Toews
Chief Administrative Officer
Rural Municipality of Stanley
Phone: (204) 325-4101
Fax: (204) 325-4008

Managed by:
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CAREERS

The Municipality of Rhineland is accepting applications for a 
full-time permanent Chief Financial Officer.
A complete job description is available at our website: 
http://www.rmofrhineland.com/p/employment-opportunities

Position Summary
The Chief Financial Officer is responsible for the                                                
financial functions of the Municipality along with various     
other administrative management functions.

Qualifications and experience
Candidates are expected to have a thorough knowledge of 
accounting through related experience and or training. 
A professional accounting program (CPA) and/or Municipal 
experience would be considered an asset.

Pay Package
The salary will be competitive with a comprehensive benefits 
package.
Please submit your resume and cover letter detailing how 
your experience and qualifications meet the requirements. We 
thank all that apply, however, only candidates selected for an                 
interview will be contacted. The position will remain posted 
until filled. The candidate being considered will be required to 
undergo a Criminal Record Check.
Michael Rempel
Chief Administrative Officer
R.M. of Rhineland, Box 270 Altona, MB R0G 0B0
Phone: 204-324-5357   Fax: 204-324-1516
E-mail – Michael.rempel@rhinelandmb.ca

Chief Financial 
Officer
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COMING EVENT

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 

$30,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

E.F. Moon is a well-established 
Heavy Construction Company 
founded in 1962 and located in 
Portage La Prairie, MB.
We are currently seeking experi-
enced, goal-oriented individuals 
for immediate employment in 
several different areas: Fore-
men, Skilled Laborers, Sewer 
and Water personnel, Horizon-
tal Directional Drill personnel 
and Class 1 Drivers.
We offer competitive wages, 
comprehensive bene� ts plan, 
training and a safe work envi-
ronment.
Requirements are: Positive 
work attitude, reliable, able to 
work well with a team or alone, 
safety oriented, able to work ex-
tended hours.
If you are interested in joining 
a well established and grow-
ing company with room for 
advancement, please visit us at 
1200 Lorne Ave. E. in Portage 
La Prairie, MB. Apply online at 
www.efmoon.ca or email a 
resume to toddt@efmoon.ca.

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

Chief Administrative 
Of� cer

Hamiota Municipality is look-
ing for an experienced Chief 
Administrative Of� cer (CAO) 
to manage daily Admin Opera-
tions. If you are highly ef� cient, 
a strategic thinker, and an orga-
nized natural leader, we want to 
meet you.
Under the direction of Council, the 
CAO is responsible for the overall 
management of Municipal Op-
erations including: Administration, 
Supervision of Staff & Human 
Resource Management, Senior 
Election Of� cial duties, Planning, 
Controlling, Reporting, providing 
updates and recommendations 
to Council and executing plans 
and programs in accordance 
with Council’s guidelines and 
relevant policies.
Quali� cations:
• CMMA Grad preferred
• 3-5 years of direct experience 

in Municipal Administration
• Strong computer skills, 

knowledge of Muniware 
preferred

• Strong communications skills 
required. Dealing with the 
public, employees as well as 
external stakeholders

Salary & Compensation:
• Salary dependent upon 

quali� cations and experience 
(Range: $62,001 – $120,828)

• An attractive bene� t package 
is also provided

For a more information email 
info@hamiota.com or visit 
hamiota.com

Online Patient 
Support Groups

Sept 25
10:30 AM

With AGM
Nov 20

10:30 AM
Zoom Webinar
Scleroderma 

Can Be Hard To 
Swallow

To Register: 
sclerodermamanitoba.com

204-510-2855

Camp Arnes is presently 
seeking an Operations 

Director who is 
responsible to provide 

day-to-day onsite facility 
operations, ensuring 
the organization runs 

smoothly and effectively. 
Camp Arnes is a faith-
based organization. 

The qualifi ed candidate 
agrees to and supports 

our Mission Statement and 
Statement of Faith. 
Email questions

/resumes to 
Neoma Green at 

psalm139_1@yahoo.ca

OPERATIONS 
DIRECTOR

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

 3. Ask humbly
 4. Distinctive smells
 5. Digressions
 6. Partner to cheese
 7. Father of Araethyrea
 8. Made a cavity
 9. Tin
10. Appetizer
11. Presenting in detail
13. Compound in guano and fi sh 

scales
15. Cool!
17. “__ than a doornail”
18. Popular literary form __ fi 
21. Be the most remarkable
23. “Final Fantasy” universe 

character
24. Buffer solution
27. Muslim physician using 

traditional remedies
29. Fantastical planet

32. S. American plant
34. Domesticated animal
35. The tops of mountains
36. Expression of disapproval
39. Skeletal muscle
40. Game show host Sajak
43. One’s interests
44. Identify the existence of
46. Partner to “oohed”
47. Does not accept medical help 

(abbr.)
49. Hammerin’ Hank
51. Lowest point of a ridge 

between two peaks
54. Elaborately draped garment
59. Check
60. Car mechanics group
61. One point east (clockwise) of 

due north
62. Austrian river
64. A command to list fi les

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Religion native to some in 

China
 5. Nursemaids
10. Coats a porous surface
12. Garment of long cloth
14. Containing a broader 

message
16. University of Dayton
18. Patti Hearst’s captors
19. Insane
20. Bristlelike structures in 

invertebrates
22. Taxi
23. Trainee
25. Comedian Carvey
26. Some couples say it
27. Belong to he
28. High schoolers’ test
30. Young goat
31. You drive on one
33. Denotes a time long ago
35. Space between two surfaces
37. By and by
38. A way to sell
40. A line left by the passage of 

something
41. Indicates near
42. Where wrestlers compete
44. Prosecutors
45. Body part
48. Soluble ribonucleic acid
50. Indicates silence
52. NFL’s Newton
53. Ancient Roman garments
55. Drunkard
56. Expression of satisfaction
57. Thus
58. Noisy viper
63. Plants of a particular region
65. Communicated with
66. Latches a window
67. Swarm with
CLUES DOWN
 1. Split pulses
 2. Brew

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

• BIRTHDAYS
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 467-5836CCAALLLL 446677 55883366
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836

CALL: 467-5836
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Melvin Isaac Hoeppner
1933 – 2021

After a long struggle with cancer, Melvin Isaac Hoeppner, beloved 
husband of the late Lena Hoeppner, passed away at Boundary 
Trails Health Centre on Thursday September 2, 2021.

Dad was born January 13, 1933 to Anthony and Katherine 
Hoeppner at their home in the RM of Stanley. He was the fi rst born 
of a family of seven. Dad attended Valleyfi eld School and the MCI 
in Gretna. Dad was baptized June 1, 1952 by Bishop J.M. Pauls. 
Dad married Mom on July 26, 1953. This union was blessed with 
eight children. Dad and Mom lived in Winkler for the fi rst few years 
of their married life. Dad worked at P.T. Friesen & Son in Winkler 
as a linotype operator. In 1957, our parents bought a farm in the 
Mason School District. This was the home where they raised their 

family and operated a grain and dairy farm until they retired and moved to Winkler in 2005. Dad 
and Mom worked hard on the farm in order to make a living and provide for their family. They 
milked cows and seeded and harvested their crops. Besides farming, Dad enjoyed public life. 
He was a school trustee for 25 years, Reeve of the RM of Stanley from 1988 to 1998, and board 
member and president of the Pembina Threshermen’s Museum. Dad received the Diamond 
Jubilee Medal for outstanding community service. Besides this, Dad liked frequenting the coffee 
shop in Blumenfeld and enjoyed visits from his children and grandchildren.

Dad leaves to mourn his passing his eight children, Doug (Elaine), Gwen (Cliff), Renata (Bob), 
Carl (Janet), Lynda (Earl), Monica (Carl), Angela (Art), Chris (Kathy) and their families. Dad was 
predeceased by our Mom, Lena; his parents, two brothers and one granddaughter.

Private graveside service was held at the Waldheim Cemetery.
The family wishes to thank all of those who have upheld Dad and our family in prayer and good 

wishes. Special thanks to Dad’s neighbours on Cottonwood Bay who helped him, especially 
during these last few months. A very special thank you to Dr. Kevin Convery and staff on the 
medical unit at BTHC for their exemplary care of Dad during his last days here on earth.

Dad, your days of pain are over. We love you and miss you. Until we meet again.
-The family

Marie Bartel Plett
1 November 1925, Meade, KS –

4 September 2021, Steinbach, Manitoba

Marie is survived by fi ve sons: Marvin (Alviera) of Winkler, MB, 
Eldin of Steinbach, MB, Leroy (Liz) of Springfi eld, MB, Wayne 
(Patsy) of Grande Prairie, AB, and Eddy (Erna) of Port Colborne, 
ON and two daughters: Lynette of The Pas and Winnipeg, MB 
and Sharon (Sylvain Martel) of Laval, QC; 11 grandchildren and 18 
great-grandchildren. Marie is also survived by two brothers Henry 
(Anne) Bartel of Rosenort, MB and Pete Bartel of Meade, KS, three 
sisters-in-law, two brothers-in-law, many nieces and nephews and 
friends. Marie was predeceased by her husband Jake Plett.

Mom’s passing will leave an unimaginable void in our lives. We 
will miss her bright smile, her hearty laugh, her intelligent conversations, her curiosity, and her 
concern for our overall well-being. However, we will continue to hear her voice every time we 
read a passage from one of her diaries and feel her warmth from one of the many quilts she 
embroidered.

Birchwood Funeral Chapel CO-OP
In care of arrangements

www.birchwoodfuneralchapel.com

Isaac Peter Kroeker
1925 - 2021

Isaac Kroeker, of Morden, Manitoba passed away peacefully 
in his 96th year with family members present at Boundary Trails 
Health Centre on Thursday September 2, 2021 after a short illness.

He was predeceased by his wife, Dorothy in July 2015 after 64 
years of marriage, as well as an infant son, David Keith in 1965. He 
was the last surviving member of 13 siblings in his father’s family 
(Peter J Kroeker, of Morden). 

He is survived by six children, Ron (Judy) Ottawa, ON, Jeannette 
(Arnie), Calgary, AB, Brian (Marian), Vernon, BC, Vivian (Arthur), 
Radium, BC, Beverly, Winnipeg and Val (Howard), Chappell, NE, 
USA. He has been blessed with 15 grandchildren and 21 great-
grandchildren.

Born in 1925 near Morden, he worked with his father, who built many of the earliest roads 
in the RM of Stanley. During the war years, he worked on the Peterson farm north of Morden, 
followed by several winters working in northern Ontario and Manitoba as a cat-train driver. Long 
service with Pembina Mountain Clays, as a heavy-equipment operator, strip-mining bentonite 
clay near Miami was followed by another longer career operating Valley Concrete in Morden until 
his retirement in 1990. In post-retirement years, he and Dorothy made three volunteer mission 
trips to Kenya, the longest of which was six months operating a guest house in Nairobi. He 
travelled to Israel and across Canada from Newfoundland to BC and many American states 
visiting his children and grandchildren in the various places where they lived. A self-taught 
carpenter, he renovated numerous houses, including his own several times, as well as building 
two new houses for himself and one with his son. A signifi cant achievement was being named 
co-chair of the building program that produced the current Christian Life Centre (of which he 
was an active life-long member) in Morden. Woodworking was a joy and projects in his shop 
continued long into retirement; many homes and family members in the area have furniture made 
by him. A retirement project was to build an heirloom piece of oak furniture for each grandchild, 
blanket chests for the girls and desks for the boys. Isaac lived a long and productive life, loving 
his wife and family, quietly serving God in his humble way and faithfully supporting the church 
and the community in which he lived. He was a man of prayer and will be remembered for that 
by those who knew him best.

A celebration of life for him and his dear wife Dorothy will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
September 18, 2016 at Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Classifi eds Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Dowler Property Services

Full Lawn Maintenance
Spring Clean Up

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

Snow Removal
Fall Clean Up

Commercial and Residential

(204) 226-7992

dowlerpropertyservices@gmail.comCall 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

Biz Biz 
CardsCards

THANK YOU

Scortch Sawatzky and family would like to thank organizer Theo Allen 
and all the drivers who participated in his birthday drive-by! The cars 
and fi retruck brought back many happy memories! Also, thank you for 
all the many birthday cards and greetings! Special thanks to the staff at 
Tabor Home.

Power Builder 
Advertising 
WORKS!

• GET SEEN by over 
0,000 Manitoba 

Homes!
• Use your LOGO!
• Create instant top of 

mind awareness
• Showcase your info,

business, product, 
job, announcements 
or event

• We format it, to 
make it look great!

• Starting at $339.00 
(includes 45 lines of 
space) 

• The ads blanket the 
province and run in 
MCNA’s  Manitoba 
community 
newspapers

• Very cost eff ective
means of getting 
your message out to 
the widest possible 
audience

Contact this newspaper 
NOW or MCNA at 
204.947.1691 or email 
classifi ed@mcna.com

www.mcna.com

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden



SCOTT CHUCK JODY
WAYNE

GREG

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-78991-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511

W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T. C A

KURT MILLERKURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.cakurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.cahenry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

honda.ca

Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

HONDA

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY MARIA

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen John Friesen

Permit #2816

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

2.4 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, 
HEATED SEATS, FACTORY NAVIGATION, 

POWER SUNROOF, POWER LIFTGATE, ETC, 
BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

6.6 GAS ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, 
9900 GVW, Z71 OFF ROAD PKG, 

HEATED SEATS,
HITCH GUIDANCE, ETC

5.3 ENGINE, 6 SPEED AUTO, 
Z71 OFF ROAD PKG, TOW PKG, 

67,000 KM’S, BALANCE OF 
FACTORY WARRANTY

6.0 GAS ENGINE, 
6 SPEED AUTO, LEATHER INTERIOR, 

FRONT BUCKET SEATS, 
Z71 OFF ROAD, ETC

2019 CHEV SILVERADO 1500 W/T 4X42019 CHEV SILVERADO 1500 W/T 4X4
(BLACKOUT EDITION)(BLACKOUT EDITION)

2016 GMC SIERRA 2500 SLT 4X42016 GMC SIERRA 2500 SLT 4X4

STK W10520ASTK W10520A

STK W10532BSTK W10532B

2022 GMC SIERRA SLE 2500HD 4X4 2022 GMC SIERRA SLE 2500HD 4X4 

STK W10424CSTK W10424C

STK W10504STK W10504

JUST IN

JUST IN

2017 CHEV EQUINOX LT AWD2017 CHEV EQUINOX LT AWDJUST IN

JUST IN

ONLY
$66,218 + TAX

ONLY
$18,998 + TAX

ONLY
$38,992 + TAX

ONLY
$41,963 + TAX

2020 Acura MDX SH A-Spec

19,500 KMS, STOCK #200371

3.5 L V6, RED & BLACK
LEATHER INTERIOR, 

9 SPEED TRANSMISSION

CALL FOR 
PRICE

2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4

19,200 KMS, STOCK #201076

LOADED, 
HAS LOTS OF EXTRAS, 

LOW KMS

CALL FOR 
PRICE

41,500 KMS, STOCK #190310

2019 Honda Odyssey EX

, 0500 MS, OS

ONE OWNER, LOCAL TRADE, 
EXTENDED WARRANTY, 

COMMAND START, 3.5L V6

2020 Honda CR-V LX

39,800 KMS, STOCK #204898

CALL FOR 
PRICE

CALL FOR 
PRICE

CCCLOCAL, ONE OWNER, 
LEASE RETURN, SERVICED HERE, 
HONDA SENSING, HEATED SEATS, 

COMMAND START

0.99% 
FINANCE 

72 MONTHS

0% FINANCE 
72 MONTHS!

1.99% FINANCE 
72 MONTHS!

2.99% FINANCE 
72 MONTHS!

STK# MED225

2021 EDGE TITANIUM AWD2021 EDGE TITANIUM AWD

2021 EXPLORER LIMITED AWD2021 EXPLORER LIMITED AWD

2021 RANGER XTR 4X42021 RANGER XTR 4X4

PLUS, ADDITIONAL 
$2,500 REBATE!

72 MONTHS!
• SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
• 7,500 LB TOW RATING
•  ADAPTIVE CRUISE 

W/ LANE KEEP ASSIST
• REMOTE START
• SPRAY-IN BEDLINER

STK# MEX185

STK# MRA147

FEATURE HIGHLIGHTS                                    
• PRO POWER ON-BOARD UP TO 7.2 KW!
• ALL-NEW INTERIOR DESIGN W/ WORK SURFACE
• INTELLIGENT ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE CENTERING
• SMART HITCH & ON-BOARD SCALES • 12” TOUCHSCREEN W/ NAVIGATION

2021 FORD 2021 FORD 
F-150F-150

•  INTELLIGENT ADAPTIVE 
CRUISE W/ LANE CENTERING

•  12” TOUCHSCREEN W/ 
NAVIGATION

• HEATED/COOLED LEATHER
• EVASIVE STEERING ASSIST

• SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION
•  INTELLIGENT ADAPTIVE 

CRUISE W/ LANE CENTERING
• 7 PASSENGER
• PANORAMIC MOONROOF
• 10 SPEED TRANSMISSION
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