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trustworthy, expert, real-world results since 1924. 

Ready to serve today, tomorrow, always. pkflawyers.com
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“We have always “We have always 
been here”been here”

Pembina Valley Pride Pembina Valley Pride 
hosted Winkler’s fi rst hosted Winkler’s fi rst 
Pride celebration Saturday, Pride celebration Saturday, 
featuring hundreds of featuring hundreds of 
members and allies of the members and allies of the 
2SLGBTQIA+ community. 2SLGBTQIA+ community. 
For the full story, see Pg. 3.For the full story, see Pg. 3.
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Winkler Community Fdn. distributes $255K
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Community Founda-
tion gathered Thursday to distribute 
its 2026 grants, totalling $255,961.

The selected community programs 
and projects run the gamut in their 
fi elds of focus, encompassing every-
thing from accessible housing im-
provements and health-care equip-
ment to recreation infrastructure and 
cultural initiatives.

“Today brings together the people 
who give, the people who do the 
work, and the impact that connects it 
all. And that’s something worth cele-
brating,” observed foundation execu-
tive director Myra Peters. 

The annual grant reception is about 
celebrating not just the impactful 
work of the foundation’s recipients, 
but the journey taken to make these 
grants possible.

“It’s about partnerships, because 
none of this happens on its own. 
These projects exist because generos-
ity meets action, and then you take it 
and you run with it,” Peters told the 
assembled recipients. “As a founda-
tion, we have the privilege of stew-
arding gifts that have been given over 

many years. Gifts from individuals, 
from business, from families who re-
ally care about this community. Those 
gifts are invested and every year give 
back again and again.”

The grants are issued from the in-
terest generated by the foundation’s 
various endowment funds, which in-
cludes its broad-in-scope community 
fund as well as several more funds 
focused on specifi c charities or caus-
es. The original donations are never 

granted out, but instead give back in 
perpetuity.

“It’s pretty amazing when you think 
about it,” noted Peters. “A gift made 
once keeps giving year after year after 
year.”

Over the past three decades, the 
Winkler Community Foundation has 
distributed over $3.6 million to a host 
of community projects and initiatives.

Among the recipients this year was 
Central Station Community Centre, 

which received just over $10,000 for 
its poverty reduction project.

“This project is going to make a huge 
impact on the future of people and 
the poverty that people experience, 
or hopefully don’t experience, in the 
future,” said Krista Rempel, social 
impact director with the community 
centre. “We’re looking at creating real 
systemic changes, but also approach-
ing poverty from the ground up.”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Representatives from nearly 40 diff erent community groups were in attendance at the Winkler Community Foundation’s 
annual grant reception last week to share $255,961 in grants.

Continued on page 5
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Pride community, allies march in Winkler
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A bit of rain couldn’t dampen the 
spirits of the hundreds of people who 
came out Saturday to celebrate Win-
kler’s fi rst-ever Pride march and rally.

The Parkland hill was fi lled with a 
sea of rainbows as members and allies 
of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community gath-
ered together in solidary and support.

In addition to a barbecue, vendor 
market, stage performances, and a 
short march around the area’s walk-
ing paths, several speakers also took 
the stage to share their stories and 
refl ect on the importance of seeing 
Pride celebrated in the 
Pembina Valley.

Jack Knight is a trans-
gender man living in 
Carman who feared be-
ing his authentic self in 
the small community.

“I hid, I was ashamed, 
I treated being queer 
as a hush-hush topic,” 
he said, noting he was 
afraid that “one wrong 
move and someone 
could hurt me. I be-
lieved I was alone.”

Things changed when Carman host-
ed its fi rst Pride celebration last year 
and Knight saw the outpouring of 
support the event received.

“I realized that I was doing nothing 
by hiding who I was,” he said, ex-
plaining the importance of living his 
own truth so that others can feel safe 
to do the same. “Simply seeing anoth-
er queer person can do wonders for 
who you are, and that’s why Pride is 
so important, especially in places like 
Winkler.

“Places like Winkler stay more 
conservative and less accepting to-
wards gay people because no one 
speaks up,” Knight stressed. “If we 

don’t have Pride here, no one will, 
and things will stay the same. And if 
things stay the same, people believe 
that they still have to hide when they 
don’t. Queer people are everywhere. 
Always have been and always will be. 
You aren’t alone, you are loved, and 
you are exactly who you’re supposed 
to be.”

For Sebastian Saunders, born and 
raised in Winkler, coming back home 
to take part in a Pride celebration was 
an emotional experience.

“When you’re taught that who you 
are is against God, you grow up kind 
of hating yourself,” he refl ected. 

“You try to hide who 
you really are and fi t 
the mold of what is 
pure and right. So for 
almost 20 years of my 
life I tried being a per-
fect Christian girl.”

But doing so never 
felt quite right. Saun-
ders knew in his heart 
that he was a boy from 
a very young age but 
couldn’t reconcile those 
feelings with the teach-
ings of his childhood.

“I felt like a freak,” he said, noting 
he never felt at home in his body nor 
with the personae he had create to 
protect himself. “I would fabricate 
crushes on boys my age so the girls 
my age and I had something to talk 
about ... it felt like every fake crush I 
talked about, the more I was chipping 
away at the real me and becoming a 
shape and a form that looked nothing 
like the real me.” 

A cancer diagnosis as a young adult 
left him reevaluating his life.

“Through it all, the scariest part of it 
was that I could die when I wasn’t ful-
ly myself. My family and my friends 
could be burying a person they didn’t 

really know at all,” Saunders said. “I 
promised that I’d live freely, be my 
true self, and live my truth if I sur-
vived.

“I am who I needed to look up to as 
a kid. I am who I needed to see live a 
happy and authentic life when I was a 
kid,” he said of his life today, stressing 
that “representation matters.”

“Winkler is my hometown, so I feel 

super proud and happy that fi nally 
we are having a Pride event here,” 
Saunders said. ”This is one of the 
coolest things I think I’ve ever been a 
part of. It feels like a very full circle 
moment ... honestly, I’m talking to my  
little self in the crowd being like, ‘Hey, 
buddy, you’re going to be okay. Don’t 
die. You need to be here. You are im-
portant. You are loved.’”

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The 2SLGBTQIA+ community came together for the fi rst time in Winkler Saturday 
to hold a march and rally in celebration of June as Pride Month.

Carman’s Jack Knight (left) and  former 
Winklerite Sebastian Saunders (above) 
share what seeing Pride celebrations 
taking place in their communities 
means to them.

“YOU AREN’T 
ALONE, YOU ARE 
LOVED, AND YOU 
ARE EXACTLY WHO 
YOU’RE SUPPOSED 
TO BE.”
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South End of 
Pelican Lake in Manitoba                    

1 (204) 537-2487
to book your tee time

Check us out on our website   
www.pleasantvalleygolfclub.ca 

or Facebook and Instagram

Friday, July 3 - Men’s All Ages 2 Person Scramble
Friday, July 10 - Ladies Open

Friday, July 17 - Par 3 Tournament

Come join the fun & experience golf at  Pleasant 
Valley Golf Club. Nestled in the scenic Pembina Valley 
at the south end of Pelican Lake, this 18-hole Championship 
Golf Course offers elevations rising up 125 ft and large undulating 
greens. Tree lined fairways and meandering creek make your game fun 
for all skill levels.  An outdoor patio offers a scenic view after  a round of golf. 

• Licensed Clubhouse and Restaurant • 9 Hole Putting Green • Golf Cart Rentals & Clubs

“Nothing Quite Like It!”  

Syrian family building 
new life in Morden
By Lorne Stelmach

A Syrian couple from the middle 
eastern sect of the Druze communi-
ty have been building a new life here 
with the support of a Morden family.

Luay Abou Rashid and Yara Ham-
za normally about now would have 
been celebrating Eid al-Adha, or the 
Festival of Sacrifi ce, but it is not a time 
of celebration for them right now giv-
en the level of suff ering among their 
people back home.

“This year it was no happiness,” said 
Rashid, who came to Canada in 2023 
but was originally from the southern 
Syrian province of Suwayda. “It was 
very diff erent and painful for us.

“Because of the last events in Suway-
da, our community decided not to do 
any festivals and only to make some 
gathering for candle lighting and re-
member them,” he said. “Before 2010 
… Syria was a beautiful country … 
but the regime was very dictatorial, 
very hard.”

“Everything changed … I lost every-
thing in two days,” said Hamza. 

“I was very moved when I heard 

about the decision of the Druze lead-
ers not to celebrate Eid in solidarity 
with families who had lost homes and 
loved ones,” wrote Sally and Keith 
Marsolais, who have welcomed and 
supported the couple here.  “When 
I think about how diffi  cult holidays 
can be for people who are grieving, 
and what it might mean for an en-
tire community to pause celebrations 
and grieve together, it feels like such 
a purposeful and meaningful act of 
care and solidarity.”

Rashid had lived in Damascus be-
fore the troubles led him to leave and 
return to Suwayda. He then went to 
Lebanon and then a bit later was in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
before returning to Lebanon while 
searching or a way to leave and start a 
new life somewhere else. 

It was through an organization 
called Talent Beyond Boundaries that 
he was able to then immigrate to Can-
ada. Hamza was able to join him here 
just last year.

The couple refl ected on how the vi-
olence in Syria and for them particu-
larly in Suwayda has impacted nearly 

his family and friends back in Syria, 
where they continue to face “a lot of 
pressure, no jobs, everything is re-
stricted.”

They continue to pray and hope for 
peace in their homeland.

“I hope next year will be better for 
people and for Syria to be more sta-
ble and the people to like each other 
more,” Rashid said. 

“I hope that we fi nish all of this,” 
said Hamza. “I hope that we return, 
love each other as we were in the last 
years, forget all these diffi  cult times 
with each other, rebuild our city again.

“We need to return to our lives.” 
Rashid and Hamza voiced their 

thanks for the love and support 
they’ve received from the Marsolais 
family. The Marsolais, in turn, share 
that hosting the couple have broad-
ened their worldview signifi cantly.

“Our experience in sharing our 
home with Yara and Luay has been 
incredibly positive,” they say. “Before 
this, we didn’t know anything about 
Druze people. We had never even 
heard of them, so there were defi nite-
ly assumptions we had made with-
out realizing it. Because of that, it has 
been really meaningful to learn more 
and to better understand where Yara 
and Luay come from.

“One of the most rewarding parts 

has been realizing that simple acts 
of kindness and inclusion can truly 
make a diff erence, not only for Yara 
and Luay here but also for their fami-
ly and friends back home who are still 
suff ering. Hearing that our support 
here in Morden has had an impact on 
their family back home has been very 
meaningful and rewarding for us. 

“As parents with adult children our-
selves, I can only imagine how wor-
ried their families must have been to 
say goodbye and have them move so 
far away. To hear we have lightened 
their burden of worry even just a lit-
tle, is such a gift,” they continued.

“If anything, this experience has 
reinforced for us how important it 
is for people to open up their homes 
and their lives to others, to step out-
side of their comfort zones and to see 
how much we can learn from one an-
other. We believe people everywhere 
want the same basic things - a good 
life, safety and opportunity for their 
families—no matter where they come 
from,” they continued.

“We have also seen fi rst hand how 
diffi  cult it is to leave everything be-
hind and start over somewhere new. 
At the same time, we have been in-
credibly impressed by the work ethic 
and determination of this family. We 
have seen how committed they are to 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Syrian immigrants Luay Abou Rashid and Yar Hamza with Sally and Keith Marsolais.

every family to 
some degree, so 
what is usually a 
time of celebra-
tion instead has 
become a time to 
remember and 
honour those 
who have been 
killed and who 
are suff ering.

“I am trying to 
support them as 
much as I can,” 
Rashid said of 

building a future here while still car-
ing deeply for and supporting loved 
ones back home.

“This experience has also made the 
world feel much smaller. We now 
pay close attention to the news from 
that region, and whenever something 
happens there, we immediately think 
about the people we know and care 
about,” the Marsolais concluded. “We 
count ourselves lucky to be able to 
play a part in helping a family build a 
new sense of home here in Morden.”
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The funds will specifi cally sup-
port programs that help individuals 
and families improve their fi nancial 
literacy, fi nd both emergency and 
longterm housing, and better their 
mental health. 

Without funding like this, this 
work couldn’t happen, but the grant 
means so much more, Rempel said.

“It’s pivotal, because fi nancially 
we need the money to do all this, 
but the encouragement and the sup-
port of knowing that your commu-
nity is behind us, that means a lot. It 
means we’re moving in the right di-
rection and our community believes 
in what we’re doing.”

Regional Connections Immigrant 
Services received $10,000 as well, 
which executive director Steve 
Reynolds shared will be used to 
help more newcomers achieve their 
Canadian citizenship.

“The last couple of years, it’s be-
come pretty apparent how unstable 
immigration can be and the system 
can be,” he said, noting obtaining 
citizenship provides newcomers 
with a greater sense of stability. “It’s 
a big step in their integration, and 
there’s a lot more of interest in do-
ing that now.”

The foundation’s grant will allow 
them to hold citizenship classes to 
help newcomers prepare for the 
test, and to hold community cele-
brations for those who successfully 

obtain their citizenship.
“We wouldn’t be able to do this 

like at all without this funding,” 
Reynolds said. “It’s not part of our 
regular programming. It’s a real 
gap with the immigration system 
changes, and so this helps us ad-
dress that gap and promote citizen-
ship locally.”

Winkler Bible Camp received 
$5,000, which they’ll be using to 
purchase a long-needed ice ma-
chine.

“We do 1,200 meals a day during 
the summer camp, and what we’ve 
done previously is buckets of water 
in the freezer, which take up tons of 
space, to cool the water so we can 
have not lukewarm water,” shared 
executive director Dale Wiebe, not-
ing it will be in action in just a cou-
ple of weeks.

Seeing all the diff erent organiza-
tions in attendance at the reception 
was heartening, Wiebe noted.

“It’s a lot of money coming right 
back to helping people do good,” 
he said. “Southern Manitoba is such 
a benevolent area, and so just see-
ing it all happen and the amount of 
people, all the diff erent community 
groups here today, makes you real-
ize all the good work that’s being 
done.”

For the full list of grant recipients, 
head to winklercommunityfounda-
tion.com.

 >  GRANTS, FROM PG. 2

Dunston community set to begin 
major historical upkeep project
By Lorne Stelmach

A tight-knit rural community out-
side of Morden gathered Sunday for 
an annual event that brings people 
together at a historical site.

The community picnic was held at 
the Dunston United Church, which 
is the last remaining building from 
what long ago was the community of 
Nelsonville.

“Nelsonville was at approximately 
1,000 to 1500 people when the rail-
way came through … but the railway 
went and bought land at Morden and 
put the railway through there,” said 
committee chairperson Grant Spen-
cer.  “So after that, the majority of the 
buildings got moved to Morden … 
and there was other buildings that 
even got moved to Miami.

“So this building has got a lot of 

memories to it, and it has been kind of 
a centre for the Dunston community.”

The spring picnic often draws up-
wards of 100 community members, 
but people can use the site year round 
as well.

“We now have a baseball diamond 
… the land’s been donated to us by 
Miller Farms, and in August we’re go-
ing to put up a backstop in there, so 
people can come and enjoy it at oth-
er times, other than the picnic time,” 
Spencer shared. “Families can come 
in here and have a picnic and have a 
baseball game and enjoy it.”

And the Dunston community is now 
raising funds to do a vital project for 
the upkeep of the building.

“We’ve done a bunch of fundraising 
to be able to lift the church off  its old 
foundation,” said Spencer. “It was 
built in 1895, and the foundation was 

fi eldstone, so we’re in the process of 
having that lifted off , and a new foun-
dation will be put underneath it, and 
there’ll be a new step and a wheel-
chair ramp, and then the building will 
be scraped and painted and be fresh 
and ready to go again.

“It’s a fairly major project,” he ob-
served. “It’s about a $55,000 job, and 
we had $20,000 from the community, 
from the local people in the commu-
nity raised, and then between other 
government programs, we had $7,000 
from the Miami and Area Foundation; 
we had $10,000 from the community 
builders program, RM of Thompson, 

and we had $2,500 that we just re-
ceived from the Morden Thrift Store.

“We’re quite, quite excited to get 
that support, and then we had a her-
itage foundation step up and we’re 
getting a grant for $23,000 from them, 
so we have the funds in place,” he 
continued. “The work is going to 
start on July 6. They’re going to lift 
the building off  and start working on 
the foundation.” 

Spencer noted there are a lot of fam-
ilies in the area with strong connec-
tions to the site.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Dunston United Church annual community celebration took place Sunday.

Continued on page 7

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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GET IN TOUCH WITH US

T
he principles you be-
lieve are true and 
important will guide 
your life. If you were 
to summarize what 

you believe your core values 
are in two sentences what 
would you say?

The Gospels record three conversa-
tions between Jesus and individuals 
who were asking 
him questions 
about what was 
most important. In 
Mark 12:28-34 we 
read:

“One of the teach-
ers of the law came 
and heard them 
debating. Noticing 
that Jesus had giv-

en them a good answer, he asked him, 
“Of all the commandments, which is 
the most important?” “The most im-
portant one,” answered Jesus, “is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’  The second is 
this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  
There is no commandment greater 
than these.”

“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. 
“You are right in saying that God is 
one and there is no other but him. To 
love him with all your heart, with all 
your understanding and with all your 
strength, and to love your neighbor 
as yourself is more important than all 
burnt off erings and sacrifi ces.”

When Jesus saw that he had an-
swered wisely, he said to him, ‘You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.’ 
And from then on no one dared ask 
him any more questions.”

The answer Jesus gave was rooted 
in the teachings already taught in the 
Old Testament passages of Deuteron-
omy 6:4-7, and Leviticus 19:18. The 
core values are to love God and to 
love your neighbour. 

I love the concept of learning to 
love God with our whole person—
our heart and soul, our mind and 
strength. We feed that part of our per-
son as we seek a wholesome aware-
ness of God from a time-tested source 
(the Bible), and guidance through 
regular counsel from the Scriptures. 
These values can be fostered when we 
spend time with people who also are 
seeking to learn and understand what 
it means to love God with all of our 
person. Walking into a church build-
ing does not automatically teach us to 
love God. We need to listen and learn 
about the  two core values so that we 
can practice in private, and also live it 

Reflecting on one’s core values
• FAITH FOCUS

By Randy 
Smart

FOCUS ON THE GOAL
MP Branden Leslie, recently in Altona for a Passport 

Clinic, has made clear his stance on the industrial car-
bon price. He argues that as it goes up so will the cost of 
living, which echoes concerns many of us share.

Yet as MP Leslie has also pointed out, the real drivers 
of food infl ation are global: wars in Ukraine, Iran and 
other places. Add to that emissions from the climate cri-
sis itself, which fuels extreme weather: this year’s Super 
El Nino is forecast to result in widespread famine and 
global food insecurity. The carbon price’s impact on oil 
sands? A mere Timbit per barrel—dwarfed by the $20 

per barrel spike from the Iran confl ict.
Instead of opposing carbon pricing, we should ask: 

What are other cost-eff ective ways to cut emissions and 
transition away from fossil fuels?  Clean energy invest-
ments. Polluters pay for their emissions. The Groceries 
and Essentials Benefi t to help those most vulnerable.

Industrial carbon pricing isn’t the villain—it’s a tool. 
And like any tool, it works best when we focus on what 
we’re trying to fi x: human-caused climate change.

Virginia Cail, 
Altona

Continued on page 7
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The power of words

T
here are two dozen 
countries worldwide 
that have more than 
two offi  cial languag-
es.

For example, Bolivia has 37 offi  cial 
languages, India has 22, Zimbabwe 
has 16, and Switzerland has four. Even 
within Canada Nunavut has four offi  -
cial languages, although federally we 
have two: English and French.

I was watching 
the installation cer-
emony for Cana-
da’s 31st governor 
general, Louise 
Arbour (I didn’t 
do it on purpose, it 
showed up in my 
feed), and noticed 
there were portions 
of the ceremony 
in Anishinaabeg 
and Inuktitut alongside English and 
French.

This makes me wonder if Canada 
should be considering adding Indige-
nous languages as part of a new selec-
tion of offi  cial languages.

I realize there are people out there 
who still groan at the reality that we 
have two despite the fact that there 
are people all over the world who 
speak numerous languages without 
diffi  culty. 

In many ways native English speak-
ers are in the minority as predomi-

nantly unilingual people. In fact, lin-
guistic research shows that English 
speakers are the most unilingual on 
the planet. We have had it easy. Ev-
erywhere we go on our travels others 
have taken the time to learn English. 

Of course, this refl ects historic colo-
nial power but there’s no reason why 
we shouldn’t consider adjusting. Af-
terall, there are numerous benefi ts to 
knowing more than one language. 
Studies have shown that people who 
speak more than one language have 
greater cognitive performance, im-
proved executive function, improved 
literacy in children, better access to 
employment and more.

I wish my grandparents had passed 
along their language. My grandpar-
ents on my father’s side spoke Yid-
dish and Ukrainian. My grandmother 
on my mum’s side spoke Italian. Of-
ten, I stood in awe of her when I was a 
child and she would stop to chat with 
a friend in Italian out on the street. 

When I am out in the community lo-
cally, I envy the people speaking Low 
German, Russian, Spanish, Hindi, 
and Tagalog, etc. 

As part of our nation’s somewhat 
slow and ponderous movement to-
ward reconciliation perhaps includ-
ing Indigenous languages as offi  cial 
languages should be considered. One 
of the biggest benefi ts here would be 
the preservation of the languages and 
thus supporting an important part of 
Indigenous cultures.

Frankly, the only reason I know the 

By Peter 
Cantelon

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

out in our public life.
Learning to love our neighbour 

should be a continuing area of skill 
development. We need to be con-
sciously aware that there are others 
near us who are also walking through 
many life experiences. No two stories 
are quite the same, but the opportu-
nity to care for one another is always 
present. How is God equipping you 
to be a helper and blessing to those 

people whose lives cross your path?
We need to learn to love God in 

every realm of our life. When we do 
that God will open our spiritual eyes 
to recognize the ways he is equipping 
us to internally and practically learn 
to graciously show love and kindness 
to our neighbours.

Randy Smart has been a pastor in 
Southern Manitoba since 1979.

 >  FAITH FOCUS, FROM PG. 6

“My dad had 11 siblings in his 
family, and all of them went to 
church here, so it means a lot to 
our family,” he said. “Our family’s 
been farming here for 130 years or 
so, and most of the people that are 
coming here are families that were 
settled in here, so this matters a lot 
to people in this area.”

“And we knew we needed to do 
something about the foundation, so 
we took it upon ourselves get work-
ing on that.”

Spencer and others are motivated 
to keep up the building and the site.

“It is important to me … and that’s 
why we want to make sure that the 

building stays structurally sound,” 
he said. “Seven or eight years ago, 
we put brand new shingles on 
the roof, and we want to keep the 
church in good shape.”

And there are some more plans in 
the works.

“Next year, we hope to have a vet-
erans memorial site in here,” Spen-
cer said. “Right now, I’ve got four 
fl ags from the Morden Legion from 
members that lived here … and 
next year we hope to have a memo-
rial. We hope to have that all inside 
the church next year.

“This is important. It’s a wonder-
ful spot.”

French I know is mostly due to bi-
lingual packaging on food and other 
products. This was in the era before 
cell phones when you would read a 
shampoo bottle or toothpaste while 
“spending time” in the bathroom.

Making Indigenous languages of-
fi cial would increase the likelihood 
of adding them to school curriculum 
as electives. Imagine being able to 
enroll a child in Cree Immersion for 
example. In Manitoba where the In-
digenous population is nine per cent 
this would defi nitely be welcomed by 
many. 

Given Nunavut’s example, Man-

itoba need not wait for the federal 
government to make a move. As a 
province we could make Indigenous 
languages offi  cial. Still, it would be far 
better for this to be a national choice. 

At the very least this is a conversa-
tion government should be having. 
Maybe consider sending this column 
along to an MP, MLA, or other elected 
leader along with your own thoughts. 
Who knows, perhaps this isn’t a far-
fetched idea. Maybe we can make it 
a reality. 

Miigwech bizindawiyeg. Thanks for 
listening.

 >  DUNSTON, FROM PG. 5
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RRC Polytec Winkler campus celebrates class of 2026
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Red River College Polytech’s Win-
kler campus honoured the hard work 
of over 50 graduates at its 2026 convo-
cation June 10.

Held at the P.W. Enns Centennial 
Concert Hall, the ceremony saw di-
plomas and certifi cates handed out 
in the school’s various business man-
agement, community services, edu-
cation, and health sciences programs 
in addition to several mature student 
high school diplomas earned through 
the  local Adult Learning Centre. 

College president and CEO Fred 
Meier congratulated the graduates for 
making it to this milestone.

“I know that the path that you’ve 
taken to get to the moment that we 
are in today wasn’t always an easy 
one. I’m sure there were many chal-
lenges that you had, there were many 
sacrifi ces that you’ve had to make,” 
he said. “But through it all, you per-
severed.”

The grads will begin their careers in 
an ever-changing world, Meir refl ect-
ed, but time at the college has pre-
pared them for it.

“We are living in a time of rapid 
transformation, where digital skills 
and communication and collabora-
tion are more important than they 
have ever been before. The pace of 

change may feel overwhelming, but 
it also off ers an incredible potential 
for innovation and for impact. It’s 
clear that the education that you’ve 
received has prepared you to not only 
adapt but to also thrive in this envi-
ronment.”

He urged the graduates to never 
stop learning, to embrace changing 
technologies, and to never underesti-
mate the power of human connection.

“It’s your curiosity, your willingness 
to learn,  and your ability to connect 
with others that will truly set you 
apart.”

After the presentation of certifi -
cates and diplomas, Arlen Thiessen 

welcomed the former students to the 
alumni.

Thiessen studied carpentry at the 
college in 2008 and later returned to 
pursue a diploma in business admin-
istration. 

“Both experiences had a lasting im-
pact on my life,” he shared, observing 
that his “path has not been a straight 
line, but every step has helped shape 
who I am today.”

After many years working fi rst 
hands-on in construction and then 
behind the scenes running the busi-
ness, Thiessen decided it was time to 
pursue a new challenge. He became a 
constable with the Winkler Police Ser-

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Alumni Arlen Thiessen, who works as a police constable in Winkler, addresses the 
class of 2026 at the RRC Polytech Winkler campus convocation last week.

vice in 2023.
The skills he learned at RRC Poly-

tech are ones he continues to use in 
his new career, Thiessen refl ected.

“Looking back, one of the most im-
portant lessons I learned at RRC was 
the value of adaptability. The educa-
tion I received in the practical, real 
world were directly connected to the 
challenges I faced in my career.

“It taught me that your skills are 
never limited to one job, one industry, 
or one path,” Thiessen said. “If you’re 
willing to keep learning and keep 
growing, those skills can open doors 
you may never have expected.  Being 
an RRC Polytech graduate has given 
me a strong foundation at every stage 
of my career and my journey.

“From the job site to the offi  ce to 
public service, it helped me build con-
fi dence, problem-solving skills, and 
the ability to work with people from 
all walks of life. Those lessons contin-
ue to serve me every day.”

Thiessen’s advice to the graduates is 
that they remain open to any opportu-
nities that might present themselves.

“Your career may not unfold exactly 
the way you had planned, and that is 
not a bad thing,” he stressed. “Keep 
learning, asking questions, work 
hard, and do not be afraid to take a 
new direction.”

Prairie Dragonfly cuts ribbon on new home
By Lorne Stelmach

A Morden business that off ers a va-
riety of health and wellness related 
services celebrated its expansion into 
a larger space last week.

The Prairie Dragonfl y held an offi  cial 
opening and ribbon cutting Thursday 
at its new location at 131 7th Street.

Owner Kaylee Meakin, who is a reg-
istered massage therapist and spinal 
fl ow practitioner, said it was exciting 

to see the growth in terms of what 
they can provide for the community.

“My dream was always to create a 
community of wellness and specifi -
cally for new beginnings for moms 
and families,” said Meakin, who 
specializes in prenatal and postpar-
tum care. “I wanted to create a space 
where it was welcoming for new fam-
ilies where they can get the support 
that they need for whatever part of 
their life journey that they’re in.”

She is working with registered nurse 
Kendra Guevin from Two Peaks Con-
sulting, who is a certifi ed lactation 
consultant, as well as Sidney Sinclair, 
who is a certifi ed counsellor.

“I also carry some baby gifts in the 
front, so that was kind of just a side 
project that I came up when I had 
young kids of my own … there wasn’t 
very many options for quality baby 
gifts in the area, and I didn’t always 
want to have to go to Winnipeg or 
order online, so it was a service that 

I thought I could provide,” Meakin 
said.

The response  and support they have 
received thus far tells her that these 
services are very much needed here.

“It’s been very well supported. Our 
community is amazing,” Meakin said. 
“I see moms driving an hour to see 
me … so I’m very grateful. There’s al-
ways a need for more, to do better, to 
be feel better. You shouldn’t have to 
live in discomfort in pregnancy and 
beyond.”

She holds on to the thought of con-
sidering further expansion in the fu-
ture.

“Maybe in terms of services for sure. 
I have some extra space here,” said 
Meakin. “I am looking for other ser-
vices to provide, possibly refl exology, 
but incorporate it into that wellness 
part of this business. We’ll see.

“This was my dream, so we’ll see 
where it goes from here.” PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Cutting the ribbon on the Prairie Dragonfl y’s new location at 131 7th Street.

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Female leaders share their 
experience in politics
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Pembina Valley Women in Leader-
ship’s fi rst speaker event fi lled the 
multipurpose room at the Boundary 
Trails Health Centre last Wednesday 
night with people eager to hear from 
four trailblazing women.

With the 2026 municipal election 
coming up, the evening featured a 
frank discussion around the challeng-
es and victories that can come with 
a life in politics in the hopes more 
women will  consider throwing their 
hat in the ring this fall.

Morden-Winkler MLA Carrie Hie-
bert served as the panel’s facilitator, 
asking questions of participants Hil-
da Froese, who served for many years 
on the Garden Valley School Division 
board of trustees, Portage la Prairie 
Mayor Sharilyn Knox, former Win-
kler city councillor Karina Bueckert, 
and former Gladstone mayor and 
Agassiz MLA and cabinet minister Ei-
leen Clarke.

The four shared numerous stories 
from their respective times in of-
fi ce, and refl ected on what it’s like 
to venture into what remains a very 
male-dominated environment.

“Fifty per cent of the population are 
women, but we don’t have nearly that 
many representing us in our munici-
palities and all of the diff erent levels 
of government,” noted Hiebert.

All four panelists got involved in 
politics out of a desire to make a dif-
ference, and they found they were 
able to do just that. But it isn’t always 
an easy job, they shared, and it’s im-
portant potential candidates educate 
themselves on what they’re getting 
into.

“I think a lot of people go into ev-

ery one of these roles thinking that 
they’re going in to do the work. To be 
the ones being the managers, telling 
staff  what to do and all of that, and 
that’s not a role at all,” Knox said, not-
ing every level of government has ex-
perienced management teams already 
doing that work. “What your role is 
on school boards or in the province 
or on municipal is to make decisions, 
make policy decisions, and to have 
a good team of staff  that are helping 
you make those decisions.”

Entering politics at any level as a 
single-issue candidate is a recipe for 
disaster, the foursome observed.

“I’d encourage many of you to seek 
a place as an elected offi  cial, if that is 
your calling,” Froese said. “But don’t 
seek a place in an election, in an elect-
ed position, if you’re unhappy regard-
ing a single isolated issue ... do not try 
to get elected on an agenda-driven 
item. The workload and the oppor-
tunities for change are much greater 
than a single concern.”

“I always tell people: fi gure out your 
why,” Knox said. “What’s your real 
why as to why you want to do this? 
Is it because you want to better your 
community? Is it because you think 
you have skills and abilities to help 
move things forward? You really have 
to understand that why, because it is a 
commitment.”

A solid support network is key if 
you’re going to go down this path, 
observed Bueckert. 

“Find your people and build your 
circle,” she said. “I was very isolated. 
I didn’t realize how alienated I was as 
the only female on council.”

But bringing the female perspective 
to the decision-making process is in-

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Pembina Valley Women in Leadership members Carolyn Friesen, Sally Marsolais, 
Leah Klassen, and Ang Braun with panelists Hilda Froese, Sharilyn Knox, Karina 
Bueckert, and Eileen Clarke and facilitator Carrie Hiebert.

tegral, she stressed.
“There’s a lot of things that wom-

en think about as a default that 
men don’t,” Bueckert pointed out. 
“When somebody approaches a pol-
icy change, a request for anything 
like that, I would think about how it 
impacts somebody diff erently than a 
man would. And that’s why it’s im-
portant for us to both be at the table ... 
we need to have more than one vote 
that has a diff erent opinion and a dif-
ferent experience and background.”

“There really are gender diff erenc-
es, and I believe you need all voices 
around the table,” agreed Knox. “Not 
just men and women, but all diff erent 
types of voices, because when you’re 
sitting around that table, whether it’s 
municipal or provincial, you’re work-
ing for the whole population. So you 
need voices from the whole popula-
tion, and you [need to] to get diff erent 
perspectives.”

A  good politician always needs to 
be prepared to listen to the concerns 
of their constituents, including those 
who may not agree with your deci-
sions, noted Froese.

“I think the fi rst thing we have to 
realize in an elected position is that 
we have many bosses, like thousands. 

That means all the ones that voted and 
even those that chose not to vote,” she 
said. “There’s always generally some-
one who is disappointed with the de-
cisions that are made.”

She said she made a point of trying 
to have fruitful discussions with peo-
ple to better understand their con-
cerns and keep them in mind in the 
decision-making process.

Clarke refl ected on the challenges 
of juggling family obligations with 
the time commitment municipal and 
then provincial politics called for. But 
she truly felt she was able to make a 
diff erence in providing a rural, female 
perspective.

“If you have an interest, it’s worth 
the challenge,” she stressed of poli-
tics. “It’s worth taking the risk.”

“I’ve worked with a lot of young 
people and I always say, if you can’t 
see it you can’t be it,” noted Knox, 
stressing women in politics serve as 
a role model for others considering 
stepping up to serve in the future. 
“We don’t have to lead like men—we 
have to lead like ourselves. And we 
have a voice around the table ... you 
just have to make your voice heard. 
Even if it shakes, you make it heard 
and you can make a diff erence.”

Back 40 hits Suncatch Plaza next weekend
By Lorne Stelmach

The Back Forty Festival returns next 
weekend in its new location and new 
format.

This year’s edition brings signifi cant 
changes as the festival moves from its 
longtime home in Morden Park to its 
new stage in Suncatch Plaza down-
town. It is also running over two eve-
nings at the end of June rather than 
the fi rst weekend of the month, as in 
past years, and admission is now to-
tally free.

The festival kicks off  the evening of 

Friday, June 26 at 6 p.m. with a lineup 
that starts with local band Lakes and 
Pines followed by Stellar and then 
The Irvin Miller Band, along with a 
few “tweener” acts.

Stellar is a Winnipeg-based indie 
folk band known for rich harmonies, 
emotional songwriting, and an ener-
getic live presence. The group blends 
alternative folk and indie rock infl u-
ences into a sound that is both inti-
mate and powerful. 

At just 22 years of age, Miller is 
quickly gaining recognition as one 
of Manitoba’s most exciting young 

performers. Elevating the room with 
his blend of traditional sounds like 
rhythm & blues, old-school country, 
soul and gospel, he conjures a song-
writing ability seldom found in artists 
of his age group, pairing that with his 
soulful voice and relaxed charisma.

The second night Saturday, June 27 
also gets underway at 6 p.m. with 
a lineup that includes The Sharpe 
Brothers Band, Cassidy Mann, Field 
Guide as well as the tweener acts.

With her latest project,  songwriter 
Cassidy Mann steps away from her 
typical indie-pop synth style into 

a more honky-tonk leaning rockin’ 
vibe.

Over the past fi ve years, Field Guide 
has quietly built a reputation as one 
of Canada’s most compelling new 
songwriters. With a sound that blends 
folk intimacy, indie production and 
timeless pop sensibilities, he’s taken 
his music from a Winnipeg basement 
to international stages and festivals.

In addition to the music each night, 
there will be a vendor market and 
food trucks set up on site.
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Winkler Medical Clinic celebrates first year
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler’s newest medical centre cut 
the ribbon Friday to celebrate its fi rst 
year of operations.

The Winkler Medical Clinic, located 
at 2-344 1st St., opened its doors last 
June with fi ve Winnipeg doctors who 
take turns driving out to see local pa-
tients. 

“The welcome that we’ve received 
in the community is great,” said Dr. 
Dorothy Ogunlana.

Joining Ogunlana at the practice are 
Drs. Akin Akinsola, Ehi Oseghale, 
Daniel Frimpong, and Kweku Essil-
fi e-Quaye.

The group heard about the need for 
doctors in the Winkler area, includ-
ing from some of the patients at their 
Winnipeg practice who were driving 
in from Morden-Winkler to see them.

“A group of us came together and 

said we could do this,” Ogunlana 
said, noting not only would it be bet-
ter for their existing patients but also 
help meet some of the needs of the 

growing community. They have built 
relationships with many new patients 
over the past year, she said, and have 
room to see more.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Winkler Medical Clinic staff  were joined by local dignitaries Friday in cutting the 
ribbon in celebration of their one-year anniversary.

Celebrating Philippine 
Independence Day

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Filipino community gathered in Morden Saturday to celebrate Philippine 
Independence Day. It’s been 128 years since the Southeast Asia nation declared 
its independence from Spanish colonial rule, and the anniversary has become 
a day of celebrating Filipino heritage and culture. Because of the weather, the 
event’s music and dance performances were moved indoors to the Morden 
Activity Centre (right) while traditional food was served up under tents in the 
parking lot (above).

“We’ve found out that most patients 
have not seen doctors for years, com-
paring to Winnipeg where they have 
access to doctors,” Ogunlana said. 
“We found out that, in the rural area, 
it’s diff erent.”

They off er both booked medical ap-
pointments and a walk-in clinic. 

“We’re just so happy to have you 
here,” noted Morden-Winkler MLA 
Carrie Hiebert in her remarks ahead 
of the ribbon cutting. “It meets such 
an important need. It takes a lot of the 
pressure off  the local doctors that we 
already have here. It just helps our 
community, helps the citizens in our 
community have an option.”

“You have made a diff erence in Win-
kler, and we’re appreciative of that,” 
noted Mayor Henry Siemens. “We 
thank you for that commitment to our 
community.”

Buttercup Project addressing stray, feral cat population
By Lorne Stelmach

An initiative of a couple volunteers 
in the community is making an im-
pact in helping address the issue of 
stray and feral cats while also assist-
ing cat guardians with low cost spay 
and neuter procedures.

The Buttercup Project is named in 
honour of Sonya Froese’s late feline 
companion. The initative to address 
the rising cat population in Morden 
was started up by Froese and Mi-

chelle Budz, who runs Town and 
Country Grooming, where Froese 
used to bring Buttercup.

“While we came together over But-
tercup, it’s also kind of funny because 
Buttercup really, really hated other 
cats,” Froese said with a chuckle. “So 
the humorous part is that we get to 
honour her memory by reducing oth-
er cats in the area.”

Froese had been involved in sup-
porting the trap neuter and release 
program of the Pembina Valley Hu-

mane Society, but she together with 
Budz decided to go out on their own. 

“Their program was Morden specif-
ic because it was funded by city coun-
cil. We wanted to be able to help peo-
ple throughout the Pembina Valley 
region, so we went out on our own 
and just kind of started this last year,” 
she said.

“We also wanted to off er a low in-
come, low budget spay and neuter 
program also,” added Budz. “We’re 
going to take one step at a time with 

that, but we need to really get this go-
ing.”

Froese feels they have gotten their 
initiative off  to a good start.

“We just did our spay and neuter 
clinic just over two weekends ago, 
and we spayed or neutered 16 cats, 
got them the rabies shots … about 
half of them were also given the extra 
vaccines,” she noted.

Continued on page 13
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Adults $15 • Students 13-17 $10
12 and Under FREE

June 26, 27, 28, 2026

HORIZON 
EARTHWORKS
EXCAVATION EXCAVATION 

CONTRACTORCONTRACTOR

Miami, MB  
204-384-1103 

Saddle up, it’s Rodeo Time!

111 Lyle Drive  Carman MB
204-745-6151

www.adspipe.com

ENJOY THE SHOWENJOY THE SHOW

Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
WINKLER, MB • Ph: 325-5538

Service & Selection Guaranteed
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

WESTERN BOOTS

CLARKS BLUNDSTONES

MEN’S 
SANDALS

RUBBER BOOTS

25% 
OFF

25% 
OFF

25% 
OFF

25% 
OFF

25% 
OFF

KEEN CSA 

WORKBOOTS 

TREAT DAD TO  NEW SHOES!!!
AT WORK REST OR PLAY!!

ENJOY MIAMI’S RODEO!
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Adults $15 • Students 13-17 $10
12 and Under FREE

June 26, 27, 28, 2026

Rolling Plains 

Veterinary Corporation
St. Claude, Carman

and Notre Dame Veterinary Clinics

Nothing beats a 

RODEO!
Stay safe. Have Fun!

rpvc.carpvc.ca

WES’S 
TIRE SHOP

215 Main St. N., Carman
204-745-2076

WE HOPE YOU HAVE A GREAT TIME & ENJOY 
ALL THE ACTIVITIES AT THE MIAMI RODEO!

We are located in Carman – covering Southern  Manitoba

Ty Middleton 204-750-4545
Tymiddleton@remax.net

Trish Middleton 204-745-8248
Trishmiddleton@remax.net

No Horsing around - Call us today!
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Fun at 
Paddlefest
Despite less than ideal weather, 
some people still made it out 
to Lake Minnewasta Saturday 
for the annual Morden 
Paddlefest. The event off ers 
an opportunity for people 
to try out canoes, kayaks, 
and paddleboards kayaks for 
free, and the Manitoba Paddle 

Of those cats, maybe were fi ve were 
rehomed.They have also been work-
ing with partners in Winnipeg.

Budz noted it makes a diff erence for 
them to have a local facility to sup-
port their eff orts.

“With the Town & Country Groom-
ing facility, we were actually able to 
set up our spay and neuter clinic in 
there, so that space is going to good 
use too,” she said. “We’re hoping to 
do this program twice a year with the 
spay and neuter program in spring 
and in fall.”

And Froese noted the potential im-
pact in terms of the numbers of stray 
cats in the area.

“There are about 200 cats euthanized 
every single year. And before we get 
upset at any of the pound people for 
doing that, we are the reason that 
happens. We have not been responsi-
ble caretakers for cats, so we’re trying 
to reduce that and put our funds to-
wards the spaying and neutering.”

SUPPLIED PHOTO

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Association was again out with its dragon boats. It is also a good chance to 
promote the Morden Paddle Club, which off ers rentals at the lake throughout 
the summer months.

>  BUTTERCUP, FROM PG. 10

“We see the need for the cats that are 
remaining to be healthy. That’s where 
the vaccines come in,” said Froese.

“So we’re reducing disease, just 
in the area even for our own cats … 
there are people who do let their cats 
wander,” she said. “So they would 
have lesser exposure to some of these 
diseases and stuff  too, so it helps in 
that way. And it just helps to reduce 
the number of cats because we have 
such an overpopulation here.

What’s                 story?  
Call 204-325-6888
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Public Notice is hereby given that Enbridge Pipelines Inc. (Enbridge) in-
tends to conduct the following Pesticide Program from June 1, 2026 – 
November 15, 2026, to control noxious weeds on Enbridge ROW’s, tem-
porary workspaces, stations, and various facilities along the Enbridge 
Mainline and Bakken corridors.

The herbicide active ingredients to be used include:

Any person may, within 15 days after the notice is published, send a        
written/email submission to the department below, regarding the control 
program or register with the department their written objection to the 
use of pesticide next to their property.

Environment and Climate Change
Environmental Approvals Branch
14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35)
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3Y 0L6
pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca

•  MCPA Ester
•  Saflufenacil
•  Carfentrazone-ethyl
•  Pyraflufen-ethyl
•  Bromoxynil
•  Clopyralid
•  Glyphosate
•  Dicamba
•  2, 4-D
•  2, 4-DB
•  Aminopyralid

•  Propyzamide
•  Indaziflam
•  Chlorsulfuron
•  Fluroxypyr
•  Aminocylcopyrachlor
•  Aminopyralid
•  Difluenzopyr
•  Metsulfuron-methyl
•  Picloram
•  Mecoprop-P
•  Adjuvant

Fire chief for the day
By Lorne Stelmach

A lucky Grade 1 student from Maple 

Leaf School in Morden got the honour 
of being the fi re chief for a day last 

week.
Waylon Orvis not only got the perks 

of having the title but also was treat-
ed to having the fi re truck come to his 
school June 8 to entertain his class-
mates and then give him a ride to the 
fi re hall.

“It was cool,” said Orvis, who also 
had the perk of being treated by Bos-
ton Pizza, which annually gets in-
volved in the initiative.

“It’s a great program. It’s really 
good. Our public education depart-
ment here is doing a really good job,” 
said Chief Tim Reimer.

He credited Cpt. Jonathan Baumgart, 
who serves as public education of-
fi cer, for really going above and be-
yond with this program.

“Jonathan here has got the kids do-
ing a home fi re escape plan that they 
did up as part of the contest, and then 
of the entries, we have a winner who 
gets to be fi re chief for the day.

“It’s a good way to connect with the 
community, connect with the kids,” 
Reimer said. “The kids have a good 
time. We had two Kindergarten, two 
Gr. 1 classes out there participating, 
and we did a little demonstration.”

Baumgart was grateful for the sup-
port of Boston Pizza.

“Without their support and their 
sponsorship, this wouldn’t happen, 
and it also wouldn’t happen if we 
weren’t allowed to go to the schools,” 
he said. “So thank you to the Gr. 1 
teachers who allow us to bring the 
program into the classroom and allow 
us to be there and share fi re safety 
with their students. Without that, this 
wouldn’t happen. 

“The teachers have been really good 
to let us in there,” Reimer agreed. 
“It gives us that opportunity to have 
more participation, more availability, 
and it’s great the way they keep sup-
porting the program.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden Fire Chief Tim Reimer (right) and Cpt. Jonathan Baumgart with Waylon 
Orvis, Gr. 1, who got to be chief for the day last week.

A life-saving donation
By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Child Care 
Centre was recently gifted a LifeVac 
device that could help them one day 
save the life of one of the children in 
their care.

Dennis Morgan, who is a paramed-
ic, rescue diver, and CPR instructor, 
recently stopped by the Morden day-
care to train staff  in the use of the 
choking relief device, which he do-
nated to the facility.

“I’ve been with emergency services 
for 25 years, and I do a lot of donating 
of my time and training to a lot of day 
cares and things like that,” he said. 
“It’s just my way of putting back into 
the community.

“I’ve seen lots of good things, lots of 
bad things, so it’s just a way of donat-
ing my time back in the community 
and keeping people safe.”

Morgan stresses how this device 
could be a very important emergency 
tool for a day care to have on hand.

“They’re made basically like a 
plunger … instead of pushing the 
[trapped item] down, it sucks it up, so 
whatever’s caught in the throats defi -
nitely comes out. They do work good.

“Especially with little kids … they’re 
eating stuff  and they shouldn’t be, 
picking stuff  up,” he said, noting it 
works on adults as well. “This de-
vice comes with a child and an adult 

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Pembina Valley Child Care Centre staff  with CPR instructor Dennis Morgan and the 
LifeVac device he has donated to the daycare.

Continued on page 15
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GVC auto students clinch 2nd at dune buggy competition
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Garden Valley Collegiate’s automotive tech-
nology students came home from the Full Throt-
tle Challenge earlier this month with the sec-
ond-place trophy in tow.

The program tasked the teens with building 
and modifying a Drift Hero go-kart kit provided 
by Princess Auto. 

“The fi rst day we walked in there, we all saw 
the dune buggy and you could hear all the guys 
say, ‘Let’s put a turbo on it,’” shared class spokes-
person Selena Friesen, Gr. 11.

Working with a limited budget, the students 
had to give serious to consideration to the im-
provements they wanted to include. 

“We could add a modifi cation, but it had to 
have a reason behind it,” Friesen said. “You 
have to really think, should we actually be doing 
this?”

“It was student-led,” said instructor Zane Stry-
dom of the modifi cations. “They wanted to add 
more lights, they wanted to do the turbo—they 
were big on that.”

“And there were a bunch of suggestions that 
they had which were outrageous,” added fellow 
instructor Robin Mondor, noting a fl amethrower 
was one idea thrown 
out there, but it didn’t 
fi t with the safety focus 
of the competition.

They eventually sup-
plemented the basic 
kit with a windshield, 
additional lights, and 
fenders, all designed 
to increase the safety of 
the vehicle.

“It was a great project 
to work through all the 
way through,” Friesen 
said. “There were obvi-
ously problems that we 
had to solve, but that 

just made it even better. You felt so accomplished 
after it was done.” 

On June 5, GVC’s entry went up against six 
other schools from across southern Manitoba. 
They were beat out for fi rst place by Lord Selkirk 
School by just .25 points.

“They had a full trailer attached, which was big-
ger than their cart,” noted Mondor. “That might 
have been the diff erence. If they didn’t have that, 
we probably would have taken fi rst place.”

“If I had known that a trailer and a hitch would 
be the thing we needed, I would have spent all 
night working on it,” said Friesen. “But just to be 
able to even get second place was amazing”

A competition like this really serves to motivate 
the students and kept them engaged in the proj-
ect throughout the school year, observed Stry-
dom.

“Everyone is competitive, everyone wants to 
win,” he said.

The second-place fi nish came with $3,000 in 
Princess Auto gift cards, which the shop class 
will use on new tools.

END OF AN ERA
The win was a great way for Mondor to wrap 

up not just the school year but also his career as 
a full-time teacher.

He is retiring after 22 years in the automotive 
department at GVC. He and his wife are bound 
for their next chapter in Nova Scotia.

“I’m going to work on cars and do some wood-
working and be my own boss,” Mondor shared.

Looking back, he said he’s proud of all the stu-
dents who came through the auto shop program 
and have gone on to fi nd success in a myriad of 
diff erent careers in the community.

“They’re owning their own businesses in car-
pentry, plumbing, electrical, whatever—stu-
dents who came through here to learn hands-
on skills that are transferrable to anything they 
want to do.”

The past two decades have seen changes in stu-

dent numbers, curriculum requirements, and, of course, 
the technology they’re working with and on. Mondor 
will miss it all, but he knows he’s leaving the program in 
a good place.

“I knew this day was coming ... but I’m leaving this pro-
gram knowing it’s going to still thrive,” he said. “I put a 
lot of work into getting this program to where it is, and 
there’s been a few teachers who have helped along the 
way. It’s good to be able to hand it over to the next guy 
[Strydom], knowing that Zane’s competent enough to 
push it to the next level.”

Strydom was actually one of the fi rst students in the 
program when it became part of the Red River Techni-
cal Vocational Area, Mondor noted, so it’s truly come full 
circle.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
GVC auto technology students built and modifi ed this dune 
buggy for the Princess Auto’s Full Throttle Challenge. They 
won second place for their eff orts.

adapter for it. It’s easy to use, very 
simple—the training only takes may-
be fi ve minutes.”

Pembina Valley Child Care Centres 
representative Nancy Davison was 
appreciative of the donation of both 

the device and the training.
“It will just help us if we ever need to 

use it, help us save a baby from chok-
ing quickly and effi  ciently,” she said. 
“It’s kind of like, how he explained it, 
a reverse plunger. That’s how he ex-
plained them to us to use it, and then 
we all tried it on one of his dummies, 

and it kind of sucks it right out.
“We were thrilled to have it. We only 

have that one in the centre now, so 
everyone knows where it’s kept … if 
they need it, they’ll have enough time 
to go and grab it and bring it back to 
their room to use it,” Davison said. 
“You hope you never have to use it, Our headline on Pg. 16 last week 

for the Tim Hortons Smile Cook-
ies campaign incorrectly noted 
$40,000 was raised for the BTHC 
Foundation. The correct amount 
was in the caption: $58,000, up 
from the $40,000 raised the year 
before. Our apologies for the er-
ror.

Our mistake
 >  LIFEVAC, FROM PG. 14 but it’s nice that they provided this to 

us.”

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
Advertising to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

“THERE’S WERE 
OBVIOUSLY 
PROBLEMS 
THAT WE HAD 
TO SOLVE, BUT 
THAT JUST 
MADE IT EVEN 
BETTER.”
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Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

JOIN US FOR JUNE CONSIGNMENT SALES 2026
June OFFSITE 

Consignment Sale 2026
Viewing: June 15th - 18th from 9 AM to 5 PM.

Bidding starts: June 18th, 2026 at 9:00 AM
Lots start closing on June 24, 2026 at 10:00 AM. 

Pick up days: Friday, June 26 &
Saturday June 27th, from 9 AM to 5 PM

June ONSITE Week 2
Consignment Sale 2026

 Viewing: June 15th - 18th from 9 AM to 5 PM.
    Bidding starts: June 18th, 2026 at 9:00 AM

Lots start closing on June 25th, 2026 at 
10:00 AM. Pick up days: Friday, June 26th, & 

Saturday June 27th, from 9 AM to 5 PM

June ONSITE Week 3
Consignment Sale 2026

 Viewing: June 22nd - 25th from 9 AM to 5 PM.
Bidding starts: June 25th, 2026 at 9:00 AM

Lots start closing on July 2nd, 2026 at 10:00 AM.
Pick up days: Friday, July 3rd from 9 AM to 5 PM

By Lana Meier

For nearly 30 years, a towering 
straw bale and a determined manne-
quin have greeted travellers entering 
St. Claude with a simple message: 
“We’re Strong on Farming.”

The landmark, known aff ectionately 
as Jacqueline, has become one of the 
community’s most recognizable road-
side attractions and a symbol of the 
area’s deep agricultural 
roots.

Standing along the 
north side of Highway 
2, Jacqueline has held 
her straw bale high since 
1997, welcoming motor-
ists and celebrating the 
farming industry that 
helps sustain the region.

The idea began as a 
way to draw attention to St. Claude’s 
welcome sign while highlighting the 
importance of agriculture to the com-
munity.

“It began as the idea with the dec-
laration of being strong on farming 
next to the sign as a nice welcome and 
to get attention,” said Colleen, who 
helped create the landmark with her 
husband, Claude. “We thought it was 
a unique idea to welcome travellers 
and are pleased that others liked it.”

Creating Jacqueline became a com-

munity eff ort. Family members, 
friends and neighbours contributed 
their skills, helping with welding, 
concrete work and fi nding and dress-
ing the original mannequin.

Before Jacqueline existed, an earlier 
version of the roadside fi gure was a 
plywood cutout with a burlap sack 
face that also attracted attention and 
was featured in several newspapers.

The couple may not fi t the tradition-
al image of farmers 
themselves. While 
Claude spent much 
of his life connect-
ed to agriculture 
as a dairy farmer 
at heart, Colleen 
describes herself 
as a town girl who 
“knows absolutely 
nothing about agri-

culture.”
As former restaurant owners, how-

ever, they saw fi rsthand how closely 
local businesses depended on the suc-
cess of farmers.

“Businesses prosper when farming 
is successful,” they explained.

They recall the days when local 
farmers would gather in coff ee shops 
to discuss spring seeding, harvest 
yields and rainfall totals. Those con-

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Jacqueline, the iconic straw-bale fi gure that welcomes travellers to St. Claude, 
has stood along Highway 2 since 1997. Created by local residents Claude and 
Colleen, the landmark celebrates the community’s agricultural roots and honours 
the strong farm women who help keep Manitoba agriculture thriving.

St. Claude’s Strong Woman still standing tall after nearly three decades

By Haley Cvar

The Manitoba government is invest-
ing $650,000 in capital improvements 
at the Wildlife Haven Rehabilitation 
Centre, a move aimed at expanding 
the facility’s ability to care for injured, 
sick and orphaned wildlife.

Premier Wab Kinew announced the 
funding, noting the investment will 
help modernize Manitoba’s largest 
wildlife rehabilitation facility while 
supporting long-term wildlife stew-
ardship eff orts across the province.

Province invests 
$650K in Wildlife 
Haven upgrades

Continued on page 17

“BUSINESSES PROSPER 
WHEN FARMING IS 
SUCCESSFUL.”

Continued on page 18
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Strong winds sent Jacqueline’s straw 
bale tumbling during storms in 2024 
and again in 2026.

versations often brought laughter and 
a sense of community.

One memorable story involved a 
practical joke in which a farmer se-
cretly added two inches of water to 
another farmer’s rain gauge, creating 
a lively debate among the morning 
coff ee crowd about just how much 
rain had actually fallen.

The original mannequin was named 

Jacques and was created to mark 
Claude’s 40th birthday. He featured 
a burlap face, strong features and a 
sturdy build.

When Colleen later celebrated her 
own 40th birthday, Jacques under-
went a transformation and became 
Jacqueline. Since then, the fi gure has 
served as a tribute to Manitoba’s farm 
women.

For Colleen, that tribute carries spe-
cial meaning.

Until moving to the dairy farming 

Celebrating the hard work of farm women

community and later working with 
seniors in the local care home, she 
said she had little understanding of 
the strength and sacrifi ces of farm 
women.

“It is the farm women who were 
full-time mothers plus milked cows, 
all while caring for their children and 
keeping the household running, es-
pecially during seeding and harvest 
when they milked cows alone,” she 
said.

Through conversations with local 
residents, she heard stories of moth-
ers pulling children to the barn on to-
boggans or sleighs while completing 
chores, or allowing youngsters to play 
in calf pens while they milked cows.

“I can’t even imagine their struggle 
and feel they should be celebrated,” 
she said.

The couple said Jacqueline honours 
the many women who play essential 
roles on farms and in rural communi-
ties.

“An old saying goes, ‘Behind ev-
ery successful man is a woman,’” 
they noted. “All men have had the 

infl uence of a strong woman — their 
mothers.”

Continued on page 18
From Pg. 16
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Over the years, Jacqueline has be-
come much more than a roadside dec-
oration. She has developed a person-
ality and a history all her own.

The structure has endured harsh 
Manitoba winters, summer heat, 
powerful winds and heavy rain. At 
one point, vandals set fi re to her straw 
bale, but she survived the incident 
and continued welcoming visitors.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
someone thoughtfully fi tted Jacque-
line with a face mask.

Perhaps one of the more unusual 
maintenance calls came when a pass-
ing motorist alerted the couple that 
Jacqueline’s right breast had dropped 
to her knee.

An investigation revealed a family 
of mice had made a home inside the 
Styrofoam form, causing it to break 

“We’re grateful for the opportunity 
to improve our services and campus 
thanks to this support,” said Zoé Na-
kata, executive director of the Wildlife 
Haven Rehabilitation Centre. “We’re 
excited for the fi rst step in working 
with the Manitoba government to 
continue protecting the wild animals 
of our beautiful province.”

The province noted that Indigenous 
collaboration remains a key compo-
nent of Wildlife Haven’s work. The 
centre incorporates traditional In-
digenous knowledge into wildlife 
rehabilitation practices, including an-
imal care and release methods, while 
working with Indigenous communi-
ties across Manitoba.

The investment is part of a broad-
er provincial commitment to animal 
care and rehabilitation infrastructure. 
The Manitoba government has also 
committed $5 million toward a new 
animal health centre at Assiniboine 
Park Zoo. 
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apart. Repairs were quickly complet-
ed and, according to the owners, the 
replacement was “perkier than a sili-
cone implant.”

The structure has also become a hav-
en for wildlife.

During one renovation project, a pair 
of Canada geese nested atop the straw 
bale. Work immediately stopped and 
did not resume until fi ve goslings had 
hatched and safely left the nest with 
their parents.

Despite several challenges, Jacque-
line remains resilient.

Her straw bale was blown away 
during a Father’s Day windstorm in 
2024 and again during strong winds 
in May 2026. On both occasions, how-
ever, the mannequin remained stand-
ing and escaped damage.

The landmark has become so well 
known that residents often use it as a 
point of reference when giving direc-
tions. Visitors regularly stop to take 
photographs, and many people im-
mediately recognize St. Claude as the 
community with “the strong wom-
an.”

Recently, the welcome sign received 
a fresh coat of paint and Jacqueline 
was outfi tted with a new straw bale, 
ensuring she remains ready to greet 
travellers for years to come.

Colleen believes the landmark also 
refl ects the history of the area’s early 
settlers, many of whom arrived from 

European countries in the late 1800s 
with little more than determination 
and hope.

“Many of these names remain today 
and thrive because of their love and 
connection to agriculture,” she said. 
“I think generations before us would 
smile and be proud in knowing their 
love of the farming way of life contin-

ues today.”
Now approaching three decades 

along the roadside, Jacqueline re-
mains a tribute to Manitoba farmers, 
the pioneering spirit of the region’s 
early settlers, rural resilience and 
the farm women whose hard work 
helped build communities across the 
Prairies.

“Wildlife Haven rehabilitates in-
jured, sick and orphaned wildlife 
so they can return to the wild, and 
we’re supporting them in this im-
portant work,” Kinew said. “These 
upgrades to the centre will help 
support long-term sustainabili-
ty and our shared stewardship of 
Manitoba’s wildlife.”

Founded in 1984, Wildlife Hav-
en has cared for more than 55,000 
animals. Annual admissions have 
grown dramatically over the years, 
increasing from approximately 200 
animals in the 1980s to more than 
2,000 each year today.

According to the province, the 
funding will support a series of 
capital improvements, including 
repairs to the centre’s main build-
ing and raptor enclosures, safety 
upgrades, modernization of its 
contact centre, and construction 
of two new outdoor enclosures for 
aquatic mammals and waterfowl.
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Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

Is there someone you would 
like to see recognized in the 

newspaper for their 
accomplishments - athletic, 

academic or 
community service.

What’s                 story?  
Call 204-325-6888

Email 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca



The Voice  Thursday, June 18, 2026    19   

WES Youth in Philanthropy donate $952 to Central Stn.
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The hard work of Winkler Elemen-
tary School’s Youth in Philanthropy 
(YIP) students resulted in a $942 do-
nation to Central Station last week.

At a school assembly Friday, the Gr. 
7-8 students presented the commu-
nity centre’s Anita Wiebe with the 
funds, which they raised by organiz-
ing a bake sale in March. 

“When we were deciding what proj-
ects we’d support this year, we had 
many organizations to choose from,” 
shared Gr. 7 student Mine Ugbarug-
ba. “We decided to support Central 
Station because it helps families in 
our community who need extra sup-
port.”

Ugbarugba and fellow Gr. 7 student 
Zendaya Fehr  share that they got in-
volved in YIP because they wanted to 
do something to give back.

“I think Youth in Philanthropy is a 
pretty good thing to do,” Ugbarugba 

said. “You get to see things around 
Winkler and what people need for 
support.”

“I’ve always loved to help the com-
munity,” said Fehr. “I just love giving 
back to people in need, and I love to 
help people. This is a great opportu-
nity for me.”

The sale raised $471, which was 
matched by the Winkler Community 
Foundation to bolster the fi nal dona-
tion total. The kids also got the chance 
to volunteer at Central Station’s 
weekly community meal to learn 
more about the organization’s work.

The money will be used by Central 
Station to purchase an iPad and soft-
ware that can be used by its various 
community programs.

It’s a great gift, especially coming 
from a group of dedicated and caring 
kids, said Anita Wiebe, executive di-
rector of Central Station.

“It’s been really neat to see kids who 
have either been connected to Cen-

tral Station or who are learning about 
Central Station for the fi rst time, that 
they see the value in the work that is 
being done in supporting the commu-
nity,” she said. “For kids to start un-

derstanding philanthropy in Gr. 7, Gr. 
8, that’s setting our community up for 
success long-term, understanding the 
value of supporting the community.”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The Winkler Elementary School Youth in Philanthropy group presented Anita 
Wiebe from Central Station with a donation of $952 Friday.

“It was a very good year”
By Lorne Stelmach

The past year was a good one for the 
Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre in 
Morden in most respects.

Visitation increased, the museum 
ended up in a good fi nancial position, 
and there is continuing optimism as 
more fossil discoveries continue to be 
found.

“Since the pandemic, it has been 
growing every year,” executive direc-
tor Adolfo Cuetara said of their visita-
tion rates. “The best year was the year 
before 2024 when the growth was big-
ger, and from 2025, it was just barely 
a little bit more visitation, just like 70 
people more but still as high as 2024, 
so it was a very good year.”

Cuetara believes the major factor is 
the programming such as dig tours, 
and admissions overall were propor-
tionally bigger at almost 16 per cent 
more than the year before.

He said their programs are continu-
ing to benefi t and grow a lot with the 
fi eld station set up in their main dig 
area.

“That is making all the diff erence. 
Without the fi eld station that we have 
there, it would be unthinkable to do 
this kind of activity,” he said. “It’s 
been growing exponentially in the 

last three years, double amount of 
people from the previous year, and 
this year is looking in the right direc-
tion as well because we already have 
a lot of bookings for the summer.”

The museum had 125 dig tour par-
ticipants in 2025 compared to 67 in 
2024, and there were 540 kids who 
enjoyed day camps as well as almost 
1,000 students who came by as part of 
35 school tours.

“Most of the success was due to the 
marketing campaign that we did last 
year, and that that’s why we won that 
award [from Tourism Manitoba],” 
said Cuetara. “We are attracting peo-
ple from outside. We got people last 
year from Netherlands, France, and 
this year already we have had from 
New Zealand … so it’s giving us in-
ternational visitation. So all together, 
it was just a very good year. It’s go-
ing to be diffi  cult to surpass those re-
sults.”

And the CFDC recorded a surplus 
of just over $62,000 following three 
years of relatively minor defi cits, so it 
is in a solid position with an accumu-
lated surplus of over $172,000 over 
the last fi ve years.

“In the long term, we are growing. 
We are growing in results, growing 
in visitation, growing in stability, and 
we are reducing the dependency on 
the operational grant from the city,” 
Cuetara said. “That’s one of the main 

objectives to the strategic plan, to try 
... to generate [income] and reduce the 
dependency on public funds. That’s 
the purpose of all these activities.”

And it makes a big diff erence that 
they keep making more discoveries 
which continue to keep bringing more 
attention and interest to the CFDC.

“We’ll see what this year is bringing 
us. You never know. We have a very 
good spot in the property with lot 
of fossils,” Cuetara said. “That’s the 
most exciting part … that the people 
are not expecting to fi nd so many neat 
things … they’re just blown away be-
cause they realize that, okay, this was 
just underground until I came to dig 
it up.”

They are also continuing to work on 

a new exhibit around one of their dis-
coveries that could be unveiled soon.

“This is going to be one of the big-
gest more comprehensive displays 
that we ever had … it’s going to be 
very spectacular,” suggested Cuetara, 
who noted they can use technology to 
scan and digitize all the elements and 
reconstruct the missing parts and cre-
ate a complete replica skeleton. 

“Then the last stage is to create a life 
like creature just to show how that 
animal would be when he was alive, 
and we are working on that last stage 
right now. It’s just building a lifelike 
sculpture of that animal to put just by 
the side of the skeleton, so all together 
it is going to be really spectacular.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
One of the new displays at the Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre.

CFDC holds AGM

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Celebrating 
heritage
Musee St. Joseph was the place 
to be Saturday and Sunday as 
it hosted the annual Montcalm 
Heritage Festival. The weekend was 
chock full of activities, including a 
parade, multiple community meals, 
stage performances, dances, and, 
of course, the chance to tour 
the museum’s many historical 
buildings.  

 PHOTOS BY EDWARD 
VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE

Students role play in “Maverick Court”
By Siobhan Maas

“All rise for the judge,” the court 
clerk called to the 14 Gr. 11 and Gr. 12 
Law 40S students, the accused, and 
the defense and Crown witnesses at 
Morris School June 4. Teacher and 
judge Daniel Lehman presided over 
the one-hour trial in “Maverick Court.

“These mock trials are a great way to 
practise their public speaking skills, 
think on their feet, and put into action 
the theories they’ve been learning,” 
shared Lehman of the popular annual 
event. “We attended a few cases at the 
Manitoba Law Courts in mid-March 
and within two weeks of our visit saw 
an alleged murder get thrown out 
from lack of evidence. “

For the sixth year, students spent 
several days participating in the mock 
trials, with themes ranging from theft 
and assault to uttering threats. The 
teens take on the roles of lawyers, 
court clerk, jury members, or mem-
bers of the press. School staff , former 
students, and local business leaders 
act as witnesses to the crime.

“There is more pressure in the re-
al-life interactions with people from 
our community and the students get 
to move past the scripts they’ve pre-
pared and reapproach a question if 
they don’t get the answer they want,” 
explained Lehman. 

Acting as a defense witness, school 
staff  member Kevin Stevenson added, 
“You can’t help but feel a bit of ten-
sion [as the court progresses] because 
no one knows if the accused has ac-
tually committed the crime. The stu-
dents learn the seriousness of com-

 PHOTO BY SIOBHAN MAAS/VOICE
Defense lawyer Wesley Duke questioning defense witness 
Phil Jackson, played by Kevin Stevenson (blue shirt), in this year’s Maverick  Court.

mitting crimes and hopefully learn to 
not associate themselves with people 
who get in trouble.”

The June 4 court tried “Keri Jones” 
with the theft of a pink mypod shuf-
fl er after leaving a store without pro-
viding payment. 

“You must prove that Jones is guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt,” remind-
ed Judge Lehman as the jurors left the 
room. 

Following a 10-minute delibera-
tion, the session ended in a hung jury 
of 3-3, for the fi rst time in Maverick 
Court history. Lehman encouraged 
the jurors to take an additional 24 
hours to think over if the accused had 
a legal right to the mypod, permis-
sion to take the item from the store, 
and determine guilt using only evi-
dence provided in the court room, its 
weight, and common sense. 

The following morning, Jones was 
found guilty 5-1. 

Additional trials for other various 
crimes were held on June 8 and 9th.
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Bisons post first 
win, Orioles hit 
losing streak
By Lorne Stelmach

The Altona Bisons fi nally got one 
into the win column this week after 
a regular season that clearly has been 
challenging for the team.

They got their fi rst win last Wednes-
day by edging the Carillon Sultans 11-
10, but they then fell 16-4 to Carillon 
two days later.

The Bisons drove home six runs in 
the bottom of the fourth inning to 
take the lead before the Sultans got 
fi ve runs in the top of the fi fth to make 
it close. The game was tied at 10-10 in 
the seventh when Liam Geirnaert sin-
gled to score one run. 

It was a high scoring aff air, with 
Carillon having a slight 14-13 edge 
in hits overall. Geirnaert led the way 
with three RBIs and going three for 
four overall.

In the next game, Carillon took 
command early with seven runs in 
the fi rst and building up a 16-2 lead 
after four innings. Hayden Klassen 
had two RBIs for Altona while Caden 
Krahn and Reece Fehr each had two 
hits.

The Pembina Valley Orioles,  mean-
while, saw their overall record slip 
after losing four games this past 
week. After falling 4-1 to Interlake 
Wednesday they were edged 2-1 Fri-
day by Winnipeg South before losing 
both ends of a Sunday doubleheader 

against Carillon by scores of  8-4 and 
1-0.

Even though the Orioles outhit In-
terlake 6-5, they still fell to the Blue 
Jays as Interlake collected four runs in 
the top of the fi fth inning. Ty Magarell 
went one for three with one RBI.

Against Winnipeg South, the game 
was tied at one when the Wolves 
drove home one run in the bottom of 
the seventh inning.

In game one with Carillon, the Ori-

oles were ahead 4-3 after fi ve innings, 
but the Sultans drove home fi ve runs 
in the bottom of the sixth inning to 
earn the victory. Jackson Friesen, Jar-
en Hildebrand, and Harden Friesen 
each had two hits for Pembina Valley.

Game two was scoreless until the 
bottom of the eighth when a sacrifi ce 
fl y drove home the winning run for 
Carillon. 

Josh Dyck took the loss despite al-
lowing just one run on one hit in three 

and one-third innings of work on the 
mound.

Pembina Valley sits in fi fth place on 
a 6-7 record while Altona is in the cel-
lar at 1-13.

Pembina Valley was visiting Alto-
na this past Tuesday then Interlake 
Thursday followed by Winnipeg 
South Saturday. Altona also has a Sat-
urday doubleheader with Elmwood 
and then St. Boniface.

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Pembina Valley Orioles fi rst baseman Jaren Hildebrand tags out Interlake batter Keenan Allen in last Wednesday’s game in 
Winkler, which the Blue Jays won 4-1.

Mud Hens edge out Whips, Bisons down Cardinals
By Voice staff 

The local rivals had a close game 
last week, but the Morden Mud Hens 
edged the Winkler Whips 6-5 last 
Tuesday in Border Baseball League 
action.

It was the only game of the week for 
Winkler, while Morden went onto fall 
7-4 to the Cardinals in Carman Friday.

Altona also squared off  against Car-
man, defeating them 15-5.

Altona leads the East Division at 4-1 

followed closely by Winkler at 4-2, 
Morden at 3-4, and Carman at 1-6. 
The West Division has Clearwater on 
top followed by Cartwright, Baldur, 
and Holland.

This week, Winkler was set to visit 

Carman Tuesday and then host Mor-
den Friday, while Morden was set to 
host Altona Sunday afternoon. The 
Bisons were also scheduled to host 
Carman Friday night.

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Jiu-jitsu athletes bring home the hardware
By Voice staff 

A team of competitors based out 
of RISE Athletics in Winkler had a 
standout weekend at the recent jiu-jit-
su provincial championships.

The event held June 6-7 in Winnipeg 
saw the 20 local participants bring 
home an impressive total of 31 med-
als. 

RISE was represented by fi ve ath-
letes from the adult team and 15 from 
the kids and youth team. Many ath-
letes competed in two separate divi-
sions: Gi and No-Gi.

In the Gi division, athletes wear the 
traditional jiu-jitsu uniform and belt, 
and a major part of the strategy in-
volves gripping and controlling the 
opponent’s uniform to set up take-
downs, control positions and submis-
sions. 

In No-Gi, athletes typically compete 
in athletic wear such as rash guards 
and shorts, where they are not al-
lowed to grip clothing. This creates a 
diff erent style of match with its own 
unique challenges, faster movement 
and diff erent control strategies.

Across both divisions, team RISE 
earned eight gold medals, 18 silver, 
and fi ve bronze

The team’s gold medalists now 
recognized as Manitoba provincial 
champions for their respective age 
and rank divisions include Amy 

Wiebe in Gi and Spencer Sullivan in 
No-Gi in the adult category, Simon 
Penner, Cole Payne, Erina Isableo and 
Dorian Fox in No-Gi, and Oskar Un-
ruh in both the Gi and No-Gi youth 
categories.

Head coach John Ramon said the re-
sults were a refl ection of the commit-
ment shown by the athletes and the 
entire team at RISE.

“Our athletes have been training 
very hard, and it showed this week-
end,” he said. “I am very proud of 
everyone who stepped on the mats 
and represented RISE. It is not just the 
competitors who make these results 
possible. It is also all of their team-

mates who push them, support them 
and help them prepare every week in 
training.”

Ramon also emphasized that while 
competition is a great opportunity for 
those who want to test themselves, it 
is not a requirement to train in jiu-jit-
su.

“One of the great things about jiu-jit-
su is that it can be for everyone,” said 
Ramon. “Some people train because 
they want to compete; some train 
for fi tness, confi dence, self-defence 
or simply because they enjoy learn-
ing. The schedule can be fl exible, and 
competition is never mandatory, but 
it is always available for those who 

want that challenge.”
Following the provincial champi-

onships, the RISE team will contin-
ue training and preparing for future 
opportunities while also welcoming 
new students to try the sport.

“We encourage anyone who has 
been thinking about trying jiu-jitsu to 
come in and experience it,” said Ra-
mon. “For kids, it is an amazing way 
to build confi dence, discipline, focus 
and resilience. For adults, it is a great 
physical and mental challenge. We are 
proud of our team, and we are excited 
to keep growing the sport in our com-
munity.”

 SUBMITTED PHOTOS
RISE Athletics youth (left) and adult (right) teams brought home 31 medals from the jiu-jitsu provincial championships.

By Annaliese Meier

Elm Creek native Corinne Schroeder will 
continue her professional hockey career on the 
West Coast after signing with PWHL expansion 
franchise San Jose.

The signing follows an emotional 
expansion process that saw Schro-
eder left unprotected by the Seattle 
Torrent, where she played during 
the 2025-26 season.

The signing comes after an emo-
tional expansion process that saw 
Schroeder left unprotected by the 
Seattle Torrent, the club she played 
for during the 2025-26 season.

“It was very emotional for me 
to not have been protected by 
Seattle,” Schroeder said. “The 
turnaround between Phase 1 and 
Phase 2 of the expansion process 
was very quick, so that also was very diffi  cult 
mentally and emotionally to start evaluating 
new options.”

Despite the uncertainty, the Manitoba goal-
tender attracted interest from multiple expan-
sion teams.

“It was very exciting to have interest from 

multiple expansion teams, especially San Jose,” 
she said. “I really enjoyed my time in Seattle 
last season, so staying on the west coast was 
very appealing to me and made San Jose an 
ideal spot for me.”

Schroeder said she is eager to embrace the 
challenge of helping establish 
another franchise while con-
tinuing to grow the women’s 
game.

“It’s incredibly rewarding to 
have found a new home with 
San Jose, and to have the oppor-
tunity to build a new franchise 
and grow the game of hockey in 
the Bay Area,” she said.

The move marks the latest 
chapter in an impressive hock-
ey career that has taken Schro-
eder from rural Manitoba to the 

highest level of women’s professional hockey.
Before joining Seattle, she spent two seasons 

in New York, fi rst with the league’s inaugural 
New York team and later with the New York 
Sirens. 

PWHL PHOTO
Elm Creek native Corinne Schroeder tracks the play for 
the Seattle Torrent during the 2025-26 PWHL season. The 
veteran goaltender recently signed with expansion franchise 
San Jose after posting a career .921 save percentage and 
establishing herself as one of the league’s top netminders.

Elm Creek’s Schroeder joins PWHL expansion team San Jose

Continued on page 24

“IT’S INCREDIBLY 
REWARDING TO 
HAVE FOUND A 
NEW HOME WITH 
SAN JOSE ...”
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A banner year for local goalie coach and his rising stars
By Ashleigh Viveiros

As a coach, there’s not much that beats seeing a 
young athlete you’ve worked with for years succeed.

For goalie coach Tim Morison, the windup of the 
hockey season over the past few months has been 
one highlight after another, as no less than four of the 
young men he’s helped mentor have either hoisted 
championship trophies over their heads or come close.

It started back in April, when the Winkler Royals 
swept the Senior A Provincial championship in two 
games against the Killarney Shamrocks. Between the 
posts for the Royals were Travis Klassen and Matthew 
Thiessen, who both went through Morison’s goalie 
training program years ago.

Then, last month, Morison was with the Niverville 
Nighthawks as they won the national junior A cham-
pionship in Prince Edward Island, bringing home the 
Centennial Cup.  He served as the team’s goaltending 
coach for this year’s campaign and got to experience 
the big win alongside Carman netminder Ben Chor-
nomydz, who Morison has worked with for over a de-
cade.

And just a few weeks ago, Morden native Raiden Le-
Gall, another of Morison’s athletes, was with the Ev-
erett Silvertips as they won their fi rst Western Hockey 

League title and then took a crack at the Me-
morial Cup. They were runners-up for the na-
tional title after being defeated by the Kitch-
ener Rangers in the fi nal.

“I’ve been running my goalie company for 
17 years and have been working with Pembi-
na Valley goalies and teams throughout this 
[time],” said Morison. “To have two goalies 
that I’ve trained since they were eight years 
old and now 19 competing and winning na-
tional Canadian championships is a pretty 
cool thing to see.” 

Walking alongside athletes from such a 
young age is an amazing experience, Morison 
shared.

“It’s cool just to see them grow up. And, 
honestly, hockey is just one side of it,” he said. 
“Watching them grow up into good human 
beings and positive members of our commu-
nities is really what I strive for.

“Some of the fi rst guys that I ever started 
training ... they’ve gone from students to best 
friends to people who have stood up at my 
wedding,” Morison added. “There’s a real 
bond there. We’re like family now.”

Both Chornomydz and LeGall are frequent-
ly giving back, working with younger players 
at Morison’s goalie camps to inspire them to 
reach for new heights. LeGall also spearhead-
ed a fundraising campaign this season that 
raised $14,000 for grief support and mental 
health programming in Winkler and Wash-
ington, where he plays with the Silvertips.

“All the kids that I grew up training are com-
ing back from playing the WHL, coming back 
from playing junior hockey, college hockey, 
to work for me [at summer camp] and it’s so 
cool to see,” Morison refl ected. “Last year was 
probably my best year of just being able to sit 
back and go, wow, what have I done here? It’s 
just this community of goalies where every-
body appreciates everyone else. 

“I get send texts, pictures all the time of these 
eight, nine-year-old kids staying up late to 
watch Everett play on TV, or they’re cheering 
on Raiden ... they’re superstars to the younger 
generation, and it’s awesome.”

A WHIRLWIND OF EXPERIENCES
The season was quite a  rush for Chorno-

mydz, who got to hoist both the MJHL’s Turn-
bull Cup and the Centennial Cup with the 
Nighthawks.

While as backup goalie he saw little ice time,  
Chornomydz made sure he was contributing 
to the team’s morale however he could.

“You want to be a good teammate,” he said. 
“Telling the boys ‘good shift’ and ‘keep work-
ing hard.’ Really just being a positive guy on 
the bench.”

Chornomydz feels his second year of junior 
hockey was a fruitful one. He was between 
the posts for 20 out of 58 games in the regular 
season.

“I think this year was the year that I grew 
the most,” he said, noting he hopes to step up 
more with the Nighthawks next season.

Refl ecting on his work with Morison, Chor-

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Goalie coach Tim Morison and Ben Chornomydz after 
winning the MJHL championship with the Niverville 
Nighthawks. The team went on to win the national  
junior A championship as well.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Raiden LeGall hoists the trophy after his team, the 
Everett Silvertips, won their fi rst Western Hockey 
League title this spring.

nomydz noted Morison was there when he fi rst real-
ized goalie was the role he wanted to pursue in hock-
ey.

“That was my fi rst ever skate and camp, and it was 
at Tim’s camp in Morden,” he recalled. “He’s been 
incredible, right from the start until now. I think it’s 
pretty cool that I can say he’s been my guy the whole 
way through, and not just on the ice but off  the ice 
too. Driving to Carman, to Winkler, whatever, and just 
talking about hockey, talking about life. It’s so import-
ant to have a guy like that who, he’s your goalie coach, 
but he’s also someone you can just talk to whenever 
you need anything.”

LeGall feels the same way.
“He’s defi nitely been more than just a coach to me. 

He’s become family over the years,” he shared. 
“I fell in love with hockey during those camps, and 

it was the highlight of my year every year,” LeGall 
said, noting he hopes to take a page out of Morison’s 
playbook and continue to be involved in mentoring 
the next generation. “It’s pretty cool to be on the other 
side of it and to turn around and give back and be to 
the kids today what the older guys were to me when 
I was that age.”

This season was LeGall’s last in junior hockey. He’s 
heading down south to play for Minnesota State while 
he majors in sports management.

Refl ecting on the past few months, LeGall said it’s 
been a whirlwind.

“It was really cool. I don’t think two years ago I would 
have ever guessed that I’d be winning the WHL and 
getting to go to the Memorial Cup, so it was a really 
cool experience altogether. We had a great group of 
guys and it was a blast.”

Like Chornomydz, he also didn’t see too much ice 
time in the post-season, but he was pleased with his 
regular season contributions.

“I played 38 games this season and I had a great sea-
son,” LeGall said. “I got a lot of experience this year 
and I’m looking forward to moving on to the next 
thing.”

“HOCKEY IS JUST ONE SIDE OF IT. 
WATCHING THEM GROW UP INTO GOOD 
HUMAN BEINGS AND POSITIVE MEMBERS 
OF OUR COMMUNITIES IS REALLY WHAT I 
STRIVE FOR.”
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By Annaliese Meier

The Central Energy softball program 
enjoyed a successful weekend at the 
Wheat City Classic in Brandon, with 
the U15 squad fi nishing fourth and 
the U17 team capturing silver medals 
against some of the top competition 
in Western Canada.

The U17 Energy advanced all the 
way to the championship game be-
fore falling 14-5 to the Eastman Wild-
cats in the fi nal. Despite the result, 
Central turned in an impressive tour-
nament performance that included 
four consecutive victories on its road 
to the gold-medal game.

Central opened the tournament Fri-
day with a 5-4 win over Smitty’s Ter-
minators. Taryn Toews drove in two 
runs while Addison Nikkel collected 
three hits. Kennedy Funk struck out 
eight batters over four innings and 
the Energy defence played error-free 
softball.

The Energy followed that up with 
an 8-1 victory over Moose Jaw ICE. 
Taylor Wall led the off ence with three 
hits, including a triple and double, 
while Blaine Wiebe and Nikkel com-
bined to limit Moose Jaw to just two 
hits.

On Saturday, Central defeated the 
Eastman Wildcats 12-5 behind a huge 
performance from Shyanne Goertzen, 
who blasted two home runs and drove 
in four runs. The Energy pounded out 
15 hits, with Wall, Toews, Nikkel and 
Ella Conrad all collecting multiple 
hits.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the Central Energy U17 softball team pose with their silver medals 
after fi nishing runner-up at the Wheat City Classic tournament in Brandon. The 
Energy advanced to the championship game after posting four wins during 
the weekend. Pictured, top row (left to right): Todd Folkett (assistant coach), 
Blaine Wiebe, Mya Richard, Becca Anderson, Kennedy Funk, Ella Conrad, Shyanne 
Goertzen, Addison Nikkel and head coach Kylyn Shindle. Bottom row: Taryn Toews, 
Payton Manness, Arabella (bat girl), Harper (bat girl), Sinead Convery, Ava Bonik, 
Taylor Wall and Kevin Convery (manager/assistant coach).

Central Energy bring home medals from Wheat City Classic

Over three PWHL seasons, Schro-
eder has posted a .921 save percent-
age, a 2.46 goals-against average 
and fi ve shutouts.

Her strongest professional season 
came during the PWHL’s inaugural 
campaign in 2024, when she posted 
a .930 save percentage and a 2.40 
goals-against average.

Schroeder’s success extends well 
beyond the PWHL. In 2022-23, she 
was named both Goaltender of the 
Year and Rookie of the Year in the 
Premier Hockey Federation while 
playing for the Boston Pride. That 
season, she led all PHF goaltenders 
with a 1.67 goals-against average 
and a .955 save percentage.

The club continued its strong play 
later that day with a dominant 16-1 
victory over Westman Magic. Nik-
kel drove in four runs, including a 
fi rst-inning home run, while Goert-
zen, Mya Richard and Conrad also 
had multi-hit games. Central fi nished 
with 16 hits and played another er-

ror-free contest.
In the championship game, Con-

rad gave Central an early lead with 
a leadoff  home run before Eastman’s 
powerful off ence took control. Go-
ertzen stayed hot at the plate, go-
ing 3-for-3 and launching her fourth 
home run of the weekend. Funk was 

named defensive player of the game 
after making several strong plays at 
second base, including an outstand-
ing catch in shallow right fi eld.

The U15 Energy also enjoyed a 
strong showing, posting a 3-3 record 
and fi nishing fourth overall. Central 
opened with a 10-7 victory over the 
Winnipeg Lightning as Reese Foth-
eringham and Lindsay French each 
drove in two runs. Lexi Kemp was 
outstanding in relief, striking out sev-
en over four innings.

After a dramatic 12-10 walk-off  loss 
to White Butte Storm, the Energy 
bounced back Saturday with an 11-3 
win over the Southeast Sundevils. 
Central collected 13 hits in the con-
test, with Renna Toews driving in 
three runs and Kemp, Kylie Wiebe, 
Beaudry English and Brady Wiebe all 
recording multi-hit performances.

The U15 squad also received strong 
individual performances throughout 
the weekend. English drove in fi ve 
runs in a narrow loss to White Butte, 
while Central collected 14 hits in a 
hard-fought game against Westman 
Magic despite falling 9-4.

At the U13 level, Central fi nished 
with a 3-2-1 record and narrowly 
missed advancing to Sunday play. 
The team recorded wins over White 
Butte Storm, Twin City Angels and 
Saskatoon Raiders while earning a 
tie against Regina Royals. Hailyn P 
was among the standout performers, 
collecting three doubles against Regi-
na and later hitting a game-winning 
home run against Saskatoon.
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Her collegiate career was equally 
impressive. Schroeder was a fi nalist 
for NCAA Women’s Goaltender of 
the Year in 2021-22 at Quinnipiac Uni-
versity and earned multiple Hock-
ey East all-star selections during her 
time at Boston University. Interna-
tionally, she also won a silver medal 
with Team Canada at the 2017 IIHF 
Under-18 Women’s World Champi-
onship.

While the accolades are signifi cant, 
Schroeder said representing her 
hometown region remains one of the 
most meaningful aspects of her career.

“It’s incredibly exciting that I get to 
represent our community and show 
that there is a future in hockey for 
young girls regardless of where they 
are from,” she said.

As women’s hockey continues to 
grow, Schroeder’s journey serves 
as an example for young athletes 
throughout Manitoba that success is 
possible regardless of where they be-
gin.

From Elm Creek to the professional 
ranks, she has helped break barriers 
for female athletes while demonstrat-
ing that determination, hard work 
and perseverance can open doors to 
opportunities once thought impossi-
ble.

As she prepares for her fi rst season 
in San Jose, Schroeder hopes to make 
an immediate impact both on and off  
the ice.

“I hope to manage the transition to 
a new team and market as seamlessly 
as possible and make an immediate 
impact on the ice for the team,” she 
said.

She also expressed gratitude to the 
communities that have supported her 
throughout her career.

“I’m incredibly excited for this new 
opportunity in San Jose and am so 
grateful for all the love and support 
I continually receive from the people 
in Elm Creek, Carman, the Pembina 
Valley region and across Manitoba.”
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55+ athletes in action
 PHOTOS BY MERLIN HEPPNER/VOICE
The Manitoba 55+ Games took place in venues throughout Morden-Winkler-Stanley June 9-11. Over 800 athletes from 
across the province competed in a host of sports, demonstrating you’re never too old to stay active or try something new.

Spirit of the Games
By Lorne Stelmach

The spirit of community, connec-
tion, and especially active aging was 
celebrated here last week with the 
Manitoba 55+ Games being hosted by 
Morden, Winkler, and Stanley in part-
nership with Active Aging Manitoba.

An opening ceremony last Tuesday 
at the Access Event Centre welcomed 
participants from all regions of the 
province. The celebrations included 
dance performances by Ukrainian 
United School students along with 
greetings from local dignitaries.

Morden-Winkler MLA Carrie Hie-
bert commented on the sense of 
community and the connections that 
make events like this one so special. 

“I know, as I was waiting in the lob-
by, they were just chatting about how 
much fun you guys were all having 
reconnecting … that’s really great to 
see and hear,” she said. “Your dedica-
tion, your enthusiasm, and your com-
mitment to active living are an inspi-

ration to all of us.”
Hiebert gave kudos to the team of 

organizers and volunteers who have 
spent months working to make this 
event possible.

“It takes an army… over 830 partic-
ipants registered so far, and 150 vol-
unteers, so that says a lot about our 
community, about how much we are 
involved and how much we love and 
how much we give.”

Morden Mayor Nancy Penner, who 
spoke also on behalf of the RM of 
Stanley and City of Winkler, issued 
a welcome to all of the participants, 
volunteers, and supporters. 

“It’s great to see how these Games 
bring Manitobans together from all 
corners of the province,” she said. 
“We’re glad to have you all here, and I 
hope you have a bit of time this week 
to explore some of the special attrac-
tions, local shops, and hospitality we 
have to off er.”

“Our three communities often work 

together, collaborating on diff erent projects 
and initiatives. Maybe not all of them are as 
fun as this one, but we’re very proud of our 
shared achievements, including the most re-
cent one that, like this event, encourages both 
connection and active living,” she said of the 
recent ribbon cutting for the Stanley Commu-
nity Pathway.

The three days of competition took place at 
venues across the region. 

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Above: Ukrainian United School students at 
the opening ceremonies for the Manitoba 
55+ Games last week. Right: Reading the 
Participant’s Oath was Mordenite Lois Dudgeon, 
who has competed in the Games for 25 years.
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FARMERS MARKET START UP

The Altona Health Care Auxiliary wishes to 
extend gratitude to the many people who 
attended the May 5, 2026 Taco Fundraiser.  
Thanks to their generosity, we raised over 
$18,000 which will purchase several items for 
the Altona Hospital and the Eastview Personal 
Care Home.  We have ordered a pediatric 
emergency cart, medication cart, and other 
items to be ordered in the fall. We would like to 
express our thanks to D.W. Enns Farms, Grand 
West Farms, Border Beans, Ed Penner and 
Nicole Friesen contributed to the event. Much 
thanks to the many volunteers for helping 
prep, serve and clean up

News Tips? 
Story Ideas?

call the Voice

SCRAP  METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649.

LIVESTOCK
Livestock for sale - 
Excellent selection of 
polled Hereford bulls. 
Hodgson, MB. Phone 
Bob Truthwaite 204-
280-0334 (cell) or 204-
372-6515 (home). 

MACHINERY
FOR SALE: Leon 
soil scraper 8.5 yd. 
3 hyd. $18,750; IHC 
#810 header 20 ft. 
Hart-Carter reel fl oat-
ing cutter bar $1900; 
JD #3600 plow 8-13 
$3100. FIELD READY 
CONDITION. OBO. Ph 
or text 204-981-7618 & 
lve. message or email 
orsulaktc@gmail.com 

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for 
both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850. 
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Annual General 
Meeting

June 23,2026
7:00 p.m.

Gateway Resources Dining Hall
1582 Pembina Avenue West

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
TERRANCE HOWARD SMITH, late of 
MIAMI, in the Province of MANITOBA, 
deceased.
All claims against the above Estate, duly 
verified by Statutory Declaration, must be 
filed with the undersigned at their office, 
309 Stephen Street, Morden, Manitoba, 
R6M 1V1, within thirty (30) days of the 
date of this publication.
DATED at the City of Morden, in Manitoba, 
this 9th day of June, 2026.

MCCULLOCH MOONEY 
JOHNSTON SELBY LLP

ATTENTION: JULIE TOEWS
Solicitors for the Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that the Audited Financial Report 
of the City of Morden for the year 
ending December 31st, 2024, to-
gether with the related financial 
statements have been deposited in 
the office of the Director of Finance 
& Administration and are available 
for inspection by any person or his/
her agent during regular business 
hours of Monday to Friday 9:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and that any per-
son or his/her agent at their own 
expense may make a copy thereof 
or extracts therefrom.
Nicole Reidle, CMMA
City Manager City of Morden

CITY OF MORDEN 
PUBLIC NOTICE

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to 
try elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@gmail.com 

Please 
support our 
advertisers 

SHOP 
LOCAL
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PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

CLUES DOWN
  1. Administer a drug
  2. Holy places
  3. Contrary opinions
  4. Blood type
  5. Gags
  6. Micturating
  7. Silly
  8. A type of “cuff”
  9. Spanish be
 12. Austrian river
 13. Messenger ribonucleic 

acid
 17. Consume food
 19. California supermarket
 20. Electronic communication
 21. Cassia tree
 25. Written works

 
29. Cool!

 31. Noteworthy 90s lawyer 
Kenneth

 32. One who was 
compensated

 33. National symbols
 35. Raising
 38. A type of talk
 41. Cloud
 43. Middle Eastern peoples
 44. Pouches
 45. 007’s creator
 46. A cut of meat
 47. Sports entertainment 

award
 49. Christine __, actress
 56. Relief organization (abbr.)
 57. Canadian province (abbr.)

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Similar
  4. Have an ambitious plan or 

a lofty goal
 10. No (Scottish)
 11. __ Aires, city
 12. Morning
 14. Senior’s son (abbr.)
 15. A notable achievement
 16. European nation
 18. Endings
 22. Puts into place
 23. Former
 24. Grenadier
 26. Sea patrol
 27. Algerian port
 28. Norwegian river
 30. Precipitation
 31. Sunscreen rating
 34. New York is one
 36. Patti Hearst’s captors
 37. Soft mineral with greasy 

feel
 39. Retired Brazilian footballer
 40. An Indian nursemaid 
 41. Atomic #24
 42. Immobile
 48. Insignia of royalty
 50. Seeds from which 

chocolate is made
 51. Begin again
 52. Round root
 53. Beginning to end (alt. sp.)
 54. What newlyweds just said
 55. Empire State
 56. Give back
 58. College hoops tournament
 59. Unstable situations
 60. Young women’s 

associationSudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

> GAMES

FEED AND 
SEED/FOR SALE

FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & con-
ventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clover,
Smooth Brome, Mead-
ow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, 
etc. Free Delivery! 
Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage 
lender. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick ap-
proval. (403) 543-0927 
www.firstandsecond
mortgages.ca

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An excit-
ing change in oper-
ations? Though we 
cannot guarantee 
publication, MCNA 
will get the information 
into the right hands for 
ONLY $35.00 + GST/
HST. Call MCNA (204) 
947-1691 for more in-
formation. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
HIRING FOR SUMMER? PRO-
MOTING AN EVENT? SELL-
ING SOMETHING? Doing 
an online event? Let us help 
you book your blanket clas-
sifi ed ads, Response Builder 
Ads or Power Builder Ads 
across Manitoba, to increase 
your marketing presence. Let 
people know about your busi-
ness, item for sale or event, 
by placing an ad with us! Your 
ad will be seen in the MCNA 
Mem-ber Newspapers, in over 
368,000+ homes in Manitoba. 
Please Call THIS NEWSPA-
PER NOW to book, or call 
MCNA at (204) 947-1691 for 
more details or to book ads. 
Take advantage of our great 
pricing! MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspapers As-
sociation. www.mcna.com

SHOP LOCAL
SUPPORT OUR LOCAL 

BUSINESSES

Please support our advertisers
SHOP LOCAL

Remember Your Loved OnesRemember Your Loved Ones    

with an Announcement in thewith an Announcement in the
 

Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



1-888-305-8917 • 204-325-9511
W W W . J A N Z E N C H E V R O L E T W I N K L E R . C A

KURT MILLERKURT MILLER
kurt@jpb.cakurt@jpb.ca

 HENRY BLATZ HENRY BLATZ
henry@jpb.cahenry@jpb.ca

KEVIN TALBOTKEVIN TALBOT
kevin@jpb.cakevin@jpb.ca

ROBERTO KORTROBERTO KORT
roberto@jpb.caroberto@jpb.ca

Permit #2816

WAYNE CHUCK BILL JODY

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA.COM
1-877-246-6322 • 325-7899 Permit #9725

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen Ike Dyck

690 MEMORIAL DRIVE • 325-4777
W W W . H O M E T O W N F O R D . C A

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

HONDA
honda.ca

2020 Honda 
Pilot

2023 Honda 
Civic

STOCK #230257
31,000 KMS

STOCK #163483STOST CK #161 3483

2016 Nissan 
Maxima

STOCK #231087
16,300 KMS

STOCK #201058STOCK #201058
165,000 KMS165,000 KMS

5L TRIM, ONE OWNER,5L TRIM, ONE OWNER,
MANITOBA VEHICLEMANITOBA VEHICLE

SR TRIM, SR TRIM, 
GREAT PRICEGREAT PRICE

HATCHBACK SPORT HATCHBACK SPORT 
TOURING, LOCAL, ONE TOURING, LOCAL, ONE 

OWNER, LEASE, NO OWNER, LEASE, NO 
DAMAGE REPORTS,DAMAGE REPORTS,

 GREAT PRICE GREAT PRICE

BLACK EDITION,BLACK EDITION,
LOADED,LOADED,

READY TO GO

2023 
Nissan 
Roque

INQUIRE FORINQUIRE FOR

PRICEPRICE

INQUIRE FORINQUIRE FOR

PRICEPRICE

INQUIRE FORINQUIRE FOR

PRICEPRICE

INQUIRE FORINQUIRE FOR

PRICEPRICE

$$53,90053,900 

$$65,90065,900 

$$57,50057,500 

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 26U035 STK# 26U035 

PLUS PST/GST
STK# 26U029 STK# 26U029 

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 26U044 STK# 26U044 

PLUS PST/GSTPLUS PST/GST
STK# 26U041 STK# 26U041 

2024 BRONCO 2024 BRONCO 
OUTER BANKS 4X4OUTER BANKS 4X4

2023 F-150 2023 F-150 
LARIAT 4X4LARIAT 4X4

2025 F-150 2025 F-150 
LARIAT 4X4LARIAT 4X4 

2022 F-350 2022 F-350 
LARIAT 4X4LARIAT 4X4

• 2.7L ECOBOOST V6• 2.7L ECOBOOST V6
• • HEATED STEERING WHEEL/LEATHER SEATSHEATED STEERING WHEEL/LEATHER SEATS
• ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE KEEPING• ADAPTIVE CRUISE W/ LANE KEEPING
• REMOVABLE HARD-TOP• REMOVABLE HARD-TOP
• 360- DEGREE CAMERA• 360- DEGREE CAMERA
• 60,000 KM• 60,000 KM

• 2.7L ECOBOOST V6  • 2.7L ECOBOOST V6  
• WIRELESS CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER
•  INTELLIGENT CRUISE W/ LANE • INTELLIGENT CRUISE W/ LANE 

CENTERINGCENTERING
• 77,000 KM• 77,000 KM

• 3.5L ECOBOOST V6 • 3.5L ECOBOOST V6
• WIRELESS CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO• WIRELESS CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER
•  INTELLIGENT CRUISE W/ LANE • INTELLIGENT CRUISE W/ LANE 

CENTERINGCENTERING
• 60,000 KM• 60,000 KM

• 7.3L “GODZILLA” V8  • 7.3L “GODZILLA” V8  
• WIRELESS CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO• WIRELESS CARPLAY/ANDROID AUTO
• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER• HEATED/VENTILATED LEATHER
• PANORAMIC MOONROOF• PANORAMIC MOONROOF
•135,000 KM•135,000 KM

BUILT FOR ADVENTURE. REFINED FOR EVERYDAY DRIVING.BUILT FOR ADVENTURE. REFINED FOR EVERYDAY DRIVING.

THE TRUCK THAT GETS THE JOB DONE - AND DOES IT IN COMFORT.

PREMIUM WHERE IT MATTERS. TOUGH WHERE IT COUNTS.PREMIUM WHERE IT MATTERS. TOUGH WHERE IT COUNTS.

BUILT FOR CONTRACTORS, FARMERS AND EVERYONE BETWEEN.BUILT FOR CONTRACTORS, FARMERS AND EVERYONE BETWEEN.

NEW!

2.0L I4 • 121,220 KM2.0L I4 • 121,220 KM

5.3L V8 • 23,105KM 5.3L V8 • 23,105KM 

5.3L V8 • 53,075 KM5.3L V8 • 53,075 KM

INQUIRE FORINQUIRE FOR

PRICEPRICE

INQUIRE FORINQUIRE FOR

PRICEPRICE

INQUIRE FOR

PRICE

INQUIRE FORINQUIRE FOR

PRICEPRICE2.0L I4 • 29,530 KM2.0L I4 • 29,530 KM

2019 BUICK ENVISION 2019 BUICK ENVISION 
PREMIUM AWDPREMIUM AWD

2024 CHEVROLET 2024 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO WORK TRUCKSILVERADO WORK TRUCK

2025 CHEVROLET 2025 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO WORK TRUCKSILVERADO WORK TRUCK

2024 CHEVROLET BLAZER 2024 CHEVROLET BLAZER 
LT AWDLT AWD

LLL //T/ TTPLUUUSSS PS PST/GST

NNNNNNNNNNDDDDD DDDDDDDOEOO SSSS S TTTTTTTTTT NNNNN N N OOCCOCOC MFMMFMFFFFFFFFFORRROOOO TTTTNDNDDD DDDDDOEOEOEO SS S ITITIT IIN N COCOCOCOMFMFMFORORORT.T.T.

$$53,90053,900 

5.5’ BOX5.5’ BOX

6.5’ BOX6.5’ BOX

6.75’ BOX6.75’ BOX
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