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The main events of the summer kicked off for the Pembina Threshermen's Museum's annual Heritage Days last Friday and Saturday.
See a few more highlights inside this edition of the Voice.
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Crystal City manufacturer growmg

By Lorne Stelmach

PhiBer Manufacturing was founded
in 1996 with a single piece of haying
equipment designed to solve a chal-
lenge experienced by a farmer.

That one item has evolved into 13
different product lines and countless
equipment iterations that are being
sold all over the world, and the con-
tinued growth of the company in
Crystal City led to a sod-turning cere-
mony last Thursday for a new 60,000
square foot facility.

To be able to do something on a
world stage from a small town in ru-
ral Manitoba shows what is possible
now, said president and owner Derek
Friesen, whose father Phil and partner
Harvey Bergen started the company.

“What they first dreamed of, I think
this has gone beyond that in lots of
ways ... and yet, some of the things
why they started this whole thing,
their whole reason for it, is still the
same today,” said Friesen.

“What their dream was was to bring
hope to a very small community that
didn’t have a lot of other employment

opportunities,” he said. ”They just re-
ally wanted to bring hope.”

Crystal City was the obvious choice
for them, added Friesen, who noted
they were from the town, and they
even asked the new road built in the
community be named New Hope
Drive.

“This was their home town, and
they just wanted to bring something
back to it,” he said. “We try to keep
that legacy going ... this is home for
us.”

On a diary tour of Wisconsin, Phil
Friesen saw the inefficient way farm-
ers were spreading small, square bales
onto their ginseng, and he believed he
had a better more efficient way. See-
ing an opportunity and market for his
straw, he knew he first needed to get
amachine into their hands that would
easily spread big square bales.

Researching what was on the mar-
ket, he soon realized there was not a
machine that would accomplish what
he needed, thus motivating him to in-
novate and create a something new.
With an idea in hand, he sought out
Bergen, a skilled machinist with years
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Co-founders Harvey Bergen, left, and Phil Friesen, right, joined Derek Friesen for
the sod-turning ceremony for a new 60,000 sq. ft. facility in Crystal City.

of experience working with farm
equipment, to help him build his big
square bale spreading machine.
When Phil’s visions and ideas were
coupled with Harvey’s inherent abili-

ty to build and transform those ideas
into reality, an incredible partnership
was born. While Phil’s initial intent

Continued on page 4



Local volunteers joining the fight

By Lorne Stelmach

A half dozen firefighters from the
region including three Mordenites
headed to northern Manitoba last
week to help with fighting the forest
fires.

The Morden trio along with the de-
partment’s water tanker were joined
by two firefighters from Plum Coulee
and one from St. Jean.

Morden fire chief Andy Thiessen ob-
served that it speaks to the dedication
of fire department volunteers that
they will always be prepared to step
up and help.

“These guys are all taking time away
from work, so they’re maybe using
holiday time to go up and do this, and
the employers are generous enough,”
said Thiessen. “It’s pretty sweet when
there’s a need like this that everybody
bands together, and everybody gives
a little bit to help out.

“There’s been some multiple de-
ployments over the last two or three
weeks, so quite a few other depart-
ments have sent guys,” he added.
“We went up with our tanker because

it can carry a lot of water, and it can
also pump and drive at the same time.
A lot of other trucks can’t do that, so
it's a good asset for them.”

Local fire departments such as Mor-
den and Winkler are among nine that
belong to the Pembina Triangle Mu-
tual District, and it’s co-ordinator
will receive requests from the Office
of the Fire Commissioner (OFC) to
assist with community-based struc-
tural fire protection needs. Fires that
are outside of more urban settings are
separately co-ordinated through the
Manitoba Wildfire Service.

The PTMAD departments deter-
mine the equipment and manpower
that can be provided to assist the OFC
for the need at hand. The coordina-
tor and the fire chiefs will also ensure
that they can still cover all the 911
calls in their own communities - aka
‘the mutual aid shuffle’.

Winkler is still on standby but have
not yet been asked to send help, al-
though it did provide some support
a few weeks ago in connection to a

Continued on page 4
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A large crowd of supporters marched through the streets of Carman with
rainbow flags, umbrellas and signs during the 2025 Pembina Valley Pride parade

and celebration on June 7.
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A crew of area firefighters went north this past week with the Morden water
tanker truck. Local firefighters are always prepared to help such as when Winkler
assisted in connection to a fire in the area of Woodridge and Badger recently.
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More changes at Rendezvous

By Lorne Stelmach

There are more exciting changes
happening at the Rendezvous Brew-
ery and Taproom.

There has been a change in owner-
ship along with the addition of a new
chef who is also bringing new ideas
and menu options with him.

Sonia Funk and her sister Leane re-
main on board as the owners, while
Noah Friesen and Dustin Peltier have
chosen to move on now.

The foursome had stepped in last
year to rescue Rendezvous and keep
it open when original owners Grant
and Caylie Nicholson opted to shut
down in order to focus more on fami-
ly, and they also were no longer living
here.

Funk was especially excited to be
joining forces with Henri, who comes
into the role of executive chef with
over 20 years of culinary experience
across the country, so she believes he
brings an extraordinary level of skill
and knowledge to the kitchen.

“It’s exactly what we needed here,”
said Funk. “With just Leane and I
owning the place now, we needed
something very specific in the back
because I think we’'ve learned a lot
the last six months ... about what the
community here is looking for and
what they want and figuring out how
we can do that for the community.”

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Hen-
ri and his family moved here in 2020
amidst the pandemic, and they have
bought an acreage just outside of
Morden.

“Me and my family are here to stay
and want to see this community
grow,” he said.

He had not been in Rendezvous, but
he became interested last year when
he heard about the new ownership.

“It kind of piqued my interest, and
I thought maybe at some point they
would need a new chef,” he said. “I
came in and checked it out, and I've
really just fallen in love with the
place.”

Funk said she has come to appreci-
ate the strong support of the commu-
nity here as they continue to tweak
things and make changes.

“I think, for the last six months when
we were making the changes ... the
gratitude from the community almost
made me cry a couple times. People
were so verbal in their appreciation
that this was still here and that we
were making the changes,” she said.

“It's been very encouraging, and it
just makes us feel that we're heading
in the right direction.”

Henri said he is emphasizing having
a variety of quality choices.

“Having the freshest ingredients
possible, locally sourced if we can
where we can and just making sure
that there is a variety for everybody,”
he said. “And we’re doing the week-
ends with the BBQ now. There’s not a
lot of BBQ in the area.”

Rendezvous is introducing some
more changes to the menu, and they
are having an opening celebration this
Friday and Saturday with some new
menu items such as fish tacos and na-

fire in the area of Woodridge and
Badger.

“It happens maybe every five or
six years perhaps,” suggested fire
chief Richard Paetzold. “We went
to Ashern somewhere around 2018
or 2019 when they had wildfires.

“Manitoba is well co-ordinated
in this aspect through the Office of
the Fire Commissioner that, at the
drop of a hat, you can have a co-or-
dinated effort going anywhere in
the province,” he said. “The co-or-
dination on our part is to have peo-
ple freed up to go and the appara-
tus to go.

“We're kind of at the farthest cor-
ner of the province from the cur-
rent situation ... but they’ve been
kind of moving from the north to
the south ... even Carman sent a
crew up as well.”

The firefighters from here who
were sent up last week would be

~
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playing support roles, suggested
Thiessen, adding he expected his
initial guys would be there per-
haps for a week.

“If things were still in rough
shape, we’ll maybe send another
three or four guys up ... we'll leave
the truck up there for awhile”
he said, noting they can manage
here without the tanker right now
thanks to favorable conditions
but also because they can call on
equipment from Winkler and Dar-
lingford.

Thiessen said he feels for every-
one who is up north battling the
fires on the front lines.

“I can only imagine what it’s been
like, although I was involved a bit
years ago where we were right on
the front line. It's pretty horrific,”
he said, “And communication up
there is not as good as you would

like.”

.

v
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There has been a change in ownership at Rendezvous along with the addition of

new executive chef Mark Henri.
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chos, and special features will include
lobster and oysters along with having
Rendezvous beers discounted.

> GROWING, FROM PG. 2

was to simply let farmers use his ma-
chine if they bought his straw, there
immediately became a demand for
the machine as well as his big square
bales.

Now though, PhiBer is currently at
capacity from a manufacturing stand-
point, so they are aiming to move into
the new facility in early 2026.

The new facility will enable PhiBer
to manufacture more products in-
house including their 3,000-plus gal-
lon plastic tanks to accompany their
popular DASH spraying unit.

As well, PhiBer’s new roto-mould-
ing equipment will make them one of
the few manufacturers in all of Cana-
da that is capable of producing these

You can find more about Rendez-

vous online as well as on social me-
dia.

bulky components in-house. Phi-
Ber will be installing the largest ro-
to-moulding equipment in Canada in
the new building, which means they
can produce tanks up to 4,000 gallons
in size.

Taking control of their parts supply
chain is more important than ever in
this uncertain era of tariffs and count-
er tariffs, they added.

“We’ll be able to bring a lot of our
stuff that we outsource both in the
U.S. and in Canada, bring that back
home ... a lot of that stuff we want
to produce here,” said Friesen, who
added they are looking at a lot more
automation and the possibility for 24
hour production.



Police chief brings career to an end

By Lorne Stelmach

Morden will have a new face in the police chief’s
office later this year with the announcement last
week of Brad Neduzak’s retirement.

Stepping aside from the role will initially feel as
strange to Neduzak as it will be for the community
which has become so accustomed to him being the
police chief.

“It’s going to be strange in a lot of ways. This is
kind of my second home,” said Neduzak. “It's go-
ing to be a very big change, but I think still keeping
busy will be the key with everything.”

He aims to ease into the transition rather than a
cold abrupt stop, and he gave his notice back in
April but will remain on the job until the end of
September.

“I just wanted to give enough notice so that they
had time to run the process,” he said.

Neduzak officially announced his retirement from
the Morden Police Service after 40 years of dedicat-
ed service to the community.

He began his career in policing in 1985, and he
was appointed chief in 2000, and under his guid-
ance, the Morden Police Service has grown into a
respected and community-focused organization.

For Neduzak, also turning 60 in April made it feel
like the combination of the two milestones made it
seem like a good time to step aside.

“It's certainly not an easy decision. You would

think after this many years, 40 years, that it would
be pretty simple,” he said. “I think it's just time
to move on and to have someone else take up the
reigns.

“It’s been an incredible career in Morden and hav-
ing been able to serve here my entire time is some-
thing very special to me.”

Neduzak noted how serving with the police ser-
vice and especially as chief has been much more
than just a job or a career.

“Moreso in a smaller community, you are so much
more involved and connected to everybody and ev-
erything in the community.”

He also noted how much policing has changed
over his four decades of service.

“It’s incredible ... starting back then with only four
constables, five members when I started to now
with a staff of 21,” said Neduzak.

“And with all the things that we are able to do
now and move forward with like the specialized
units and training that we started over the years
here, things have changed and expanded so much.

“It’s always for the community. All of these things
that we do are to help keep our community safer,”
he concluded. “We hope that we meet that goal in
keeping everybody safe and that everybody feels
safe.”

A social media post by the City of Morden paid
tribute to Neduzak.

“Throughout his career, chief Neduzak has been

By E. Antonio

Seven-year-old Gemma from Gret-
na has advanced to the third round
of the Jr. Ranger Competition and is
calling on her community for support
to keep her in the running,.

The online contest, open to na-
ture-loving kids aged four to 12, offers
a grand prize valued at US$40,000.
The winner will receive US$20,000 in
cash, mentorship sessions with wild-
life expert Jeff Corwin, and a feature
in Ranger Rick magazine.

To move forward, Gemma must

\_

Gretna’s Gemma advances
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Brad Neduzak began his career in policing in 1985, and
he was appointed chief in 2000.

known for his steady leadership and deep care for
the well-being of both the officers under his com-
mand and the residents of Morden. His approach to
community policing has strengthened public trust
and built meaningful relationships between the po-
lice and the citizens they serve.

“As he embarks on this new chapter, we thank
chief Neduzak for his outstanding service, exem-
plary leadership and lifelong dedication to public
safety. His legacy will leave a lasting impact on our
community and the policing profession.”

in Jr. Ranger Competition

-
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place in the top 10 of her group by
June 12.

Anyone with a Facebook account
can vote once daily at www.jr-ranger.
org/2025/gemma-40db.

Bonus votes can also be cast by mak-
ing a donation to the National Wild-

~
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Scan the QR code to vote for Gemma.

STANDARD PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Gretna's Gemma, 7, hopes to win the Jr. Ranger Competition, which carries a prize

life Federation through Gemma’s vot-

package worth US$40,000.

ing page.

Arrest made for Carman break-ins

By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley RCMP made an
arrest last week after a string of com-
mercial break-ins.

A male suspect was arrested for his
involvement in four break and enters
at various businesses in Carman.

On May 4 at 1:30 a.m., two suspects
broke a window at a business on
Main Street but left the scene before
entering.

Then on June 1 at about 1:15 a.m., of-
ficers responded to a report of break-
in at a business on 1st Street SW.
When officers arrived, the door had
been damaged, and an undisclosed
amount of cash had been stolen.

The next day at about 1 a.m., offi-
cers attended a business on 4th Ave-
nue SW after a report of an alarm. A
glass door had been smashed, and a
golf club used in the break-in was left

behind, while alcohol was stolen from
the premises.

Finally, on June 3 at about 2 a.m., of-
ficers attended a break-and-enter in
progress at the same business on 1st
Street SW. Officers, along with RCMP
police dog services attended but were
unable to locate the suspect after he
fled on foot.

After reviewing video surveillance,
RCMP were able to identify a suspect

and arrested a 30-year-old from Win-
nipeg at a home in Carman. He has
been charged with mischief under
$5,000, four counts of break and enter
and possession of weapon and was
remanded into custody.

The investigation continues with
Pembina Valley RCMP still search-
ing for a female suspect who was in-
volved in some of the incidents.



6 The Voice Thursday, June 12, 2025

Voizce

L

PUBLISHER MARKETING & PROMOTIONS
Lana Meier Brett Mitchell
EDITOR REPORTER
Ashleigh Viveiros Lorne Stelmach
REPORTER REPORTER
Lori Penner Siobhan Maas
SALES PRODUCTION
Gwen Dyck Nicole Kapusta
PRODUCTION DISTRIBUTION
Tara Gionet Christy Brown

The newspaper is supported by advertising
dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would
like to see it grow and prosper, visit any of
the advertisers and businesses in our rural
communities. Keep your dollars working at
home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help
build stronger communities through articles
that both inform and entertain you about
what's going on throughout the Pembina
Valley. This is your community newspaper—
let us know what you want to see in it.

OUR SISTER PUBLICATIONS

Q7m0 7
WEEKLY NEWS S@”klr & "Md

T

EDITORIAL

ge

> VIEWPOINTS > LETTERS

Peddling over pedestrians

My immediate instinct after pulling
ourselves up was to respond in an un-
controlled rage. However, I saw the
young teen cyclist looking absolute-
ly distraught at what had happened.
I took a breath, and perhaps more
harshly than was —\
necessary after a
stream of apolo-
gies poured out of
his mouth I simply
said; RIDE. ON.
THE. ROAD. NOT.
THE. SIDEWALK.

I have written
about these things
before to no avail.
Perhaps the aver-
age cyclist does not read the newspa-
per, who knows. What I do know is
a significant number of cyclists in our
communities ride on the sidewalk.

Now, to set the stage, you should
know my wife and I are avid cyclists.
My wife even more so than me. She
regularly commutes to and fro be-
tween Morden and Winkler for work
and is about the most visible thing
you will see next to the rising sun.

I tell you this, so you know that
when I complain about these things I
am not hating on cyclists.

Listen, rules matter, especially when
it comes to pedestrians, vehicles, cy-
clists, scooters, etc.

I don’t like some of the rules but we

——

By Peter
Cantelon

both follow them. Wearing a helmet?
Yep. Hate wearing a helmet? Yep.
Cycling on the road as close as possi-
ble to the curb as the law states? Yes.
Light on front and back at night. Of
course. Etc.

If you, your child, uncle, grandchild,
cousin, aunt, dog or cat cycle (or
scooter etc.) DO NOT, EVER, RIDE
ON THE SIDEWALK.

Ever.

Like, ever.

Despite how clear this is I recognize
it will have a limited effect.

I was ready to write a VERY angry
column about all this when my wife,
ever the voice of reason, suggested a
more nuanced and researched per-
spective. She has done a LOT of re-
search into cycling and cycling infra-
structure and has been wildly helpful
in the creation of this piece.

To truly have a plan to deal with an
issue you should first understand the
issue. It’s all well and good to cite and
ticket cyclists, scooters, etc. for riding
on the sidewalk (do we even do that?)
but reacting only goes so far to effect
change.

The question that should be asked
is why are people riding on the side-
walk in the first place?

Well, there could be a number of rea-
sons but let’s look at two very likely
key culprits. 1. they are unaware of

the law and/or the reasons behind
it. 2. There is an infrastructure issue
driving them to the sidewalk.

The issue of awareness, or education
is actually not a difficult one to deal
with, but it is an ever existing one. By
the time you educate a current crop
of cyclists, scooters, etc. a whole new
crop is ready to go. C'est la vie.

I remember when I began cycling in
Guelph we were required to have a
license on the bike. To get the license
you had to listen to a boring presenta-
tion from a local police officer about
the laws around cycling, why they
existed and the consequences if you
broke them. This often happened at
school.

Sometimes the school would host a
bike rodeo/competition that the local
police would judge and offer awards,
during which they would reinforce
the rules.

Well, that deals with one segment of
the population but there are others.
Perhaps it would be wise to distribute
easy to digest/ understand informa-
tion throughout numerous venues—
Pembina Valley Local Immigration
Partnership for newcomers whose
countries of origin may have different
laws and practices related to cycling,
for example.

A free booklet given away by local

Continued on page 7
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‘Correction

An article in the May 29 issue of the Winkler Morden Voice mistakenly
left out mention of a Morden player who was part of Team Manitoba at the
National Aboriginal Hockey Championships in Kamloops, B.C.

Delaney Darby was an alternate on the roster but ended up getting to play
in six of the eight games, and Team Manitoba beat Alberta 4-2 for the gold
medal. Darby also plays on the Pembina Valley Hawks AAA team.

See inside this edition of the Voice for more on this story.
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New care service starts

By Lorne Stelmach

A new business based in Morden is
aiming to help and support the se-
niors in the community to live inde-
pendently and respectfully.

A ribbon cutting ceremony Saturday
celebrating the opening of Homecare
Evernest in downtown Morden.

The people behind the new business
also started Cleaning Service 7Days
then also took on establishing Ichka-
ban Doner Kabab in the Morden food
hall as well as Bison Cleaning Sup-
plies.

“All of them as you see are in the
service business serving the commu-
nity,” said Amit Adya, who does sales
and business development.

“We’ve been seeing that a lot of the
community here is seniors,” he said.
“We were missing a very big piece
of the community, which was the se-
niors, so this is primarily targeted at
the senior community.

Potential

Voice staff

The province made a further tweak
this past week to the criteria for mea-
sles vaccinations.

Manitoba Health, Seniors and Long
Term Care expanded the measles vac-
cine outbreak eligibility to include
children aged six months to under
12 months who have been evacuated
from their home communities due to
wildfires in Manitoba.

One dose of the MMR vaccine can
be provided in addition to the routine
schedule offered at 12 months of age
and between four and six years old.

The complete eligibility criteria can
be viewed online at www.gov.mb.ca/
health /publichealth /cdc/vaccineeli-
gibility. html# MMR.

Meanwhile, the province last week
also advised the public of another
new measles exposure site in the re-
gion. Anyone who was at the Bound-

> CANTELON, FROM PC. 6

bike shops with every bicycle sold may be useful

as well.

You get the idea. Communication. Clear and

regular.

Then we have the trickier issue of infrastruc-
ture. How do we know infrastructure is an issue?

Well, for one thing, there’s only one reason a
cyclist rides their bike on the sidewalk instead
of the road: fear. Can you honestly say that Alto-
na, Winkler, Morden, and other communities are
structured in a way that makes cyclists, scooters,

etc. feel safe?

“We want to help them live their life
with dignity and independence,” said
Adya, noting there are gaps some-
times where people can’t access other
care options.

“Coming out of the private sector, if
you are not in the queue in the gov-
ernment side, we will be able to help
you at a very reasonable price.”

He said they will be available to do
all manner of small and larger tasks
whether that be taking someone to
the clinic or doing household chores
or even preparing a meal.

“We plan to evolve according to the
need of the community,” said Niby
Moulick. “Whatever the community
wants or desires from us ... we are
going to try to deliver it as they want
it or when they want it or how they
want it.”

“If people want something else,
we’ll be more than happy to custom-
ize,” Adya reiterated.

They are now in the process of re-
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A ribbon cutting ceremony Saturday
Evernest in downtown Morden.

cruiting staff and anticipate being
able to start offering their services
soon.

“Morden and Winkler is just the

measles exposure

ary Trails Health Centre emergency
department May 22 from 6 a.m. to
4:15 p.m. is asked to monitor symp-
toms until June 13.

Public health is asking individu-
als who think they may have been
exposed to visit www.gov.mb.ca/
health /publichealth /diseases / mea-
sles-exposures.html, but those who
have not been directly notified are
asked to contact Health Links-Info
Santé at 1-888-315-9257 toll-free in
Manitoba.

Symptoms of measles generally ap-
pear seven to 21 days after exposure,
and initial symptoms may include
fever, runny nose, drowsiness, irrita-
bility and red eyes. Small white spots
may also develop on the inside of the
mouth or throat. Several days after
the initial symptoms, a red blotchy
rash appears on the face and pro-
gresses down the body.

Cyclists would rather risk running into a pe-
destrian than a Ford F-150. Sure, Morden has
one bike route that runs several blocks along
Wardrop but that is, as we say, only a start.

The creation of the active transportation path
between Morden and Winkler will help those
communities and highway cyclists, but the aver-
age kid heading back and forth to school doesn’t

really have a lot of options.

ey.

Growing a connected, safe, bike lane infrastruc-
ture will help. This requires planning and mon-

A concerted and concerned community effort
can reduce the risk that myself, my wife and peo-

Measles can lead to complications
including ear infections, diarrhea,
pneumonia (lung infection) and en-
cephalitis (brain inflammation). If
symptoms develop, individuals who
may have been exposed are advised
to isolate at home and contact their
health-care provider and advise them
of the potential exposure to measles.
Anyone else in the household who is
unimmunized should limit exposure
to others until the symptomatic per-
son has received advice from their
health-care provider.

It is best to call ahead so health-care
staff can take steps to reduce the ex-
posure of other people to the virus.

Measles is a highly infectious com-
municable disease that is spread
through droplets in the air formed
when coughing or sneezing. An in-
fected person can spread the virus
from four days before the rash ap-

_/
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celebrating the opening of Homecare

start for us. We want to be present
all across southern Manitoba,” Adya
added.

at BTHC

pears until four days after. The dis-
ease tends to be more severe in in-
fants and young children and can be
life-threatening.

Immunization is the only means of
protecting people from contracting
measles. In Manitoba, a two-dose
measles vaccine program for measles,
mumps, rubella and varicella (MMR
or MMRV) is routinely provided for
children who are at least one year of
age and again when aged four to six.
In the case of a measles exposure, a
second dose may be given earlier than
four to six years of age.

For general information on measles,
including immunization, visit the
measles web page at www.gov.mb.
ca/health/publichealth/diseases/
measles.html or call Health Links-In-
fo Santé in Winnipeg at 204-788-8200
or 1-888-315-9257 (toll-free in Manito-
ba).

ple like us, won’t get run down again while out for a
casual stroll in the evening.

TOP

SCRAP METAL, OLD CARS, COPPER, BRASS, ALUMINUM
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Time for a change for Prairie Barnwood

By Lorne Stelmach

A Morden manufacturer noted for its handcraft-
ed furniture made from reclaimed and sustainably
sourced wood is changing direction.

Prairie Barnwood recently announced the end of
its custom furniture production after 18 years, but
it is continuing on with a new chapter.

While the company is not yet announcing the full
details of its new direction, it has confirmed a shift
with a renewed focus on architectural elements for
the home.

More information will be released August 1, but
founder Blayne Wyton made the announcement in
an open letter to the company’s customer base.

In it, Wyton reflected on the company’s origins
beginning with a single table built in a modest
workshop and the journey that followed.

Founded in 2009 by Wyton, Prairie Barnwood’s
earliest roots were wound deeply around the fur-
niture industry. In 2001, he started an antique re-
furbishing company which grew and evolved to
eventually become Prairie Barnwood.

“This moment is bittersweet. But it’s also what's
guiding us forward,” said Wyton.

“While custom furniture has always been close to
our hearts, the model we were using had become

unsustainable, especially as we navigated rising
material costs, changing consumer expectations
and the operational strain of one-off production,”
he said. “We realized we had two choices: keep
pushing a broken system or evolve into something
more focused, streamlined and sustainable.

“We're moving toward creating architectural ele-
ments that help turn houses into sanctuaries,” said
Wyton. “We'll be focusing on elements like beams,
mantles, trim, doors and feature walls, still rooted
in craftsmanship, reclaimed wood and timeless de-
sign.”

In the meantime, Prairie Barnwood is offering a
final chance for customers to purchase from its re-
maining furniture collection of handcrafted tables,
chairs, bar stools and in-stock furniture.

Visit their studio at 445 Jefferson St. in Morden or
shop online at www.prairiebarnwood.com

Wyton concluded with thanks for the support
they have continued to receive over the years.

“Prairie Barnwood extends heartfelt gratitude
for the continued support of our valued clients,
creative collaborators and the community that has
championed our work from the start. From humble
beginnings to homes filled with meaningful pieces,
the company credits its community as the founda-
tion of its success.”
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The company has confirmed a shift with a renewed
focus on architectural elements for the home.

Kidney |
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GRUNTHAL

JOIN US FOR THE JUNE CONSIGNMENT SALES 2025

JUNE 5 ONSITE AUCTION - TIMED ONLINE AT 9:00AM

VIEWING : JUNE 2ND TO JUNE 6TH- 9AM TO 5PM BIDDING STARTS: JUNE 5 AT 9AM

SERVICE

LOTS START CLOSING ON JUN 12, 2025 AT 10:00AM PICKUP DAY: FRIDAY JUNE 13TH FROM 9AM T0 5PM.
JUNE 19 ONSITE DAY 1 BIDDING STARTS: JUNE 19TH AT 9AM LOTS START CLOSING ON JUN 25, 2025 AT 10:00AM
JUNE 19 OFFSITE DAY 2 BIDDING STARTS: JUNE 19TH AT 9AM LOTS START CLOSING ON JUN 26, 2025 AT 10:00AM
VIEWING: JUNE 16TH TO JUNE 20TH 9AM TO 5PM PICKUP DAYS: FRIDAY JUNE 27TH & SATURDAY JUNE 28TH 9AM TO 5PM.

Call today if you would like to consign your items! Office (204) 434-6519 ® Brad Kehler (204) 346-2440 Darryl Enns (204) 216-0931 e Ed Pylypjuk (204) 392-8442

CLOSED SUNDAYS
SALE WILL CONSIST OF
FARM EQUIPMENT, GENERAL
MERCHANDISE, OVERSTOCK
AND SURPLUS ITEMS,

PLUS MUCH MORE! Ve ™

If you require help or do

not have internet access

please call the office at
(204) 434-6519.

ITEMS ARE SOLD AS YOU SEE THEM, Call Now to Consign in Upcoming Auctions.

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
People braved the cool rainy weather
Saturday to participate in the Pembina
Valley Kidney Walk in Morden. The
Kidney Foundation holds kidney walks
across the country as a vital means of
supporting their mission to ensure all
Canadians with chronic kidney disease
have access to high quality health care
and essential support. Every dollar
raised fuels programs and services
for those affected by kidney disease,
which is estimated to impact about 1
in 10 or four million people.




Learning about the law

By Sean Conway

Morris students got a feel for the
workings of the legal system recent-
ly as the Law 40 course at the Morris
school hosted four mock trials.

The accused faced charges of utter-
ing threats and theft, possession of
drugs intending to traffic, double ve-
hicle manslaughter and possession of
a firearm.

The Law 40 is a course in the social
studies curriculum, and the mock tri-
al is a simulation of a trial in the youth
justice system.

Students, staff and invited guests
played the roles of lawyers, the ac-
cused, the complainant, witnesses
and more. Each side worked togeth-
er to prepare for their hearing, where
they used a mix of law, facts and
strategy to make their case. A jury of
students listened to the evidence pre-
sented and delivered a verdict.

Studying law gives students the
opportunity to gain knowledge and
competencies that will help them
throughout their lives as responsi-
ble citizens, suggested teacher Dan-
iel Lehmann, who was the presid-
ing judge for all four cases, which
involved 16 students from grades 11
and 12.

“Student learn about the youth
criminal justice system. How laws are
made and different ways laws may
affect them. The course gives students
the ability to talk and engage and
learn to debate,” he said.

Judge Lehmann’s robe belonged to
George Schmidt, a lawyer in Morris
who passed in 2007.

“George wore the rob when he
appeared in court” said Claudia
Schmidt, his widow. “Every year, the
school contacts me to borrow the robe
for the judge to wear in the mock tri-
als.”

Mock hearings are an engaging way
to learn about law and the justice sys-
tem. Students learn how to analyze
facts, create legal arguments and con-
duct all parts of a trial.

“It was very interesting learning
law,” said crown attorney Liam Wil-
son. “I learned lots of stuff I didn't
know. How to convey and argument
and thinking on your feet.”

The accused Jessie Wai, played by
Pat Schmitke, owner of the Morris
Bigway, was a youth offender charged
with five offenses related to illegal
drugs. His friend, a witness for the
defence, Casey Librahim, was present
at the scene where the alleged crime
to place.

“I met with the defence team before
the trial to go over questions and pre-
pare. This is my first year of doing
this. I was nervous thinking about
the cross-examination. What ques-
tions the crown lawyers were going
to ask,” said the education assistant
and lunch lady Melinda Bobrowski,
playing Casey.

This was Schmitke’s second year
playing the part of an accused.

“I encourage the staff at my store to
take part. It is important we get in-
volved. The kids prepare you and you
want them to win,” said Shmitke.

Crystal Legary, a student services
administration assistant, was a foren-
sic scientist for one case and a police
officer for another.

“We are given background to read.
Student legal teams have to schedule
meetings to prepare. I was a crown
witness for both,” she noted.

“This was my second year involved.
I find it lots of fun and a great learn-
ing experience for the kids.”

After both sides presented their
case, Justice Lehmann charged the
jury with understanding their obliga-
tion and what they must consider re-
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Jared Wade-Kavanagh played the crown counsel, here questioning the accused

in the mock trial.

turning a verdict. The student jurors
exited for deliberation.

The crown and defence legal team
stayed in the classroom, bantering on
how they reacted during the trial and
what they should have done differ-
ently. The jury returned to the class-
room on the court clerk called the

room to order.

The jury foreperson was called to
read the verdict, and the court acquit-
ted the accused.

“I found the case difficult because I
thought he was innocent, and it was
my job to convict him,” said counsel
for the crown Wilson.

DOES YOUR HOME HAVE
ENOUGH INSULATION?

Qualify. Insulate. Get a rebate.

Adding insulation to your attic, walls, and foundation
will improve your home’s comfort and help you reduce

energy costs.

Learn more at efficiencyMB.ca/Homelnsulation.

Approval is required before you start your project.

Work with a registered supplier to qualify.

EFFICIENCY
i” MANITOBA

SAVE TODAY.
SAVE TOMORROW.
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Music and more at Back 40
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Public Notice is hereby given that Enbridge Pipelines Inc. (Enbridge) intends to
conduct the following Pesticide Program from June 1,2025 — November 15,2025,
to control noxious weeds on Enbridge ROW'’s, temporary workspaces, stations,
and various facilities along the Enbridge Mainline and Bakken corridors.

The herbicide active ingredients to be used include:

e MCPA Ester e Indaziflam

o Saflufenacil e Chlorsulfuron

e Carfentrazone-ethyl e Fluroxypyr

e Pyraflufen-ethyl e Aminocylcopyrachlor
e Bromoxynil e Aminopyralid

e Clopyralid e Difluenzopyr

e Glyphosate e Metsulfuron-methyl
e Dicamba e Picloram

e 2,4-D e Mecoprop-P

e 2,4-DB e Adjuvant

e Aminopyralid o Surfactant blend

e Propyzamide o Solvent (petroleum hydrocarbons)

Any person may, within 15 days after the notice is published, send a written
submission to the department below, regarding the control program or register
with the department their written objection to the use of pesticide next to their

property.

Environment and Climate Change
Environmental Approvals Branch
14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35)
Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3Y 0OL6

\_ /)

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Back Forty Festival may have been impacted by a thunderstorm Saturday,
but the annual celebration of homemade Manitoba music carried on in the
Morden Park. Early acts included Razberry Jam and Tom Wilson, and there were
also arts vendors and a children’s area as well as food vendors and a beer garden.
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A lucky Morden student got to be fire chief for a day Monday. Jonathan Baumgart,
a captain and public education officer, awarded the honour to Nicole Pavilenko, a
grade one student from Maple Leaf School, who earned it by submitting a home
fire escape plan to enter the contest. Morden Fire and Rescue brought their fire
truck to the school, spoke on fire safety and gave students a chance to shoot
water at targets. It wrapped up with supper at sponsor Boston Pizza. "Any way
that we can get into the community and talk about fire prevention and fire
safety, that's our goal,” said Baumgart. “This is a fun way of doing it."
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Life in the past lane
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The Heritage Days held Friday and Saturday at the Pembina Threshermen's
Museum drew hundreds of school kids along with the general public to check out
the various pioneer buildings and displays. There was a petting zoo as well as a
few hands-on demonstrations available such as the corn grinding. Coming events

include the pioneer day July 5 and frontier day August 2.
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Winkler grad parade set for Wednesday, June 18

Come cheer on the

GVC and NPC Class
of 2025

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The community is invited to come
cheer on the Class of 2025 from Gar-
den Valley Collegiate and Northlands
Parkway Collegiate next week.

The two Winkler high schools are
once again teaming up for a grad
parade through town, a celebration

started in the midst of the pandemic
that has now become an annual tra-
dition.

“It's a great opportunity to sup-
port our grads and celebrate all their
achievements,” says Myra Peters,
GVC After Grad committee mem-
ber. The committee is organizing the
event alongside the NPC After Grad
committee. “We're so excited for this
year’s grads and we just encourage
the community to come and show
their support.”

The grads will be decked out in all
their finery, and many also decorate

the vehicles parading them through
town.

“Recalling from previous years, the
excitement the grads have from this,
it really is a fun event to be a part of,”
Peters says. “You have all the young
spectators on the side of the road in
awe of the ‘princes and princesses’
driving past them, and the grads are
all thrilled to see all the family and
friends and the community come out
to cheer them on.”

The parade will get underway on
Wednesday, June 18 at 7:30 p.m.

The route is the same as in previous

years, starting out from the Meridi-
an Exhibition Centre, heading south
down Park St., east briefly on South
Railway Ave., south down 8th St. to
Pembina Ave., west down Pembina
all the way to 15th St., and then north
to turn on Grandeur Ave. and end
things back near the exhibition centre.

The grads will wrap up the night
with fireworks at dusk.

If the weather doesn’t cooperate,
the parade will be moved to the next
night, June 19. You can stay up-to-
date by following NPC2025aftergrad
or GVCAftergrad2025 on Instagram.
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Teddy Bear TLC
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There was a lot of family fun to be had Saturday as the Winkler Family Resource
Centre hosted its annual teddy bear picnic. Sisters Demi and Georgia Martens had
their dolls receive some special treatment, and Sierra Unruh and mom Vanessa
learnt about dog safety while Aurelia Spencer loved getting a pink heart painted
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Mastering the art of the pitch

By Lorne Stelmach

Agqeelah Daibu sees herself as a fu-
ture entrepreneur, so a recent one day
workshop gave her some good ideas
about what it might take to be suc-
cessful.

The Morden Collegiate student par-
ticipate in the Manitoba High School
Pitch Workshop June 3 in Winnipeg.

It offered a fast-paced day of lis-
tening, learning and doing with the
goal to encourage students to discov-
er their entrepreneurial skills and to
learn strategies on how to think cre-
atively and channel the inner entre-
preneur into real-life activities.

The day involved students working
in groups and it ended with a pitch

competition to practice public speak-
ing.

“1 felt nervous at first,” said Daibu,
who has also been making a name for
herself in serving as youth councillor
for the City of Morden this year.

Daibu was part of the junior achieve-
ment program, and that is where she
learned about the Manitoba High
School Pitch Workshop, and she saw
it a great opportunity to learn the art
of pitching, how to grab attention,
structure a winning pitch and use
persuasive language like a pro.

It was also very helpful to practice in
a fun and supportive space with feed-
back from peers and experts.

“We had a lecturer who spoke to us
about the basics
of a good business
pitch, and then we
got divided into
teams with differ-
ent people from
different back-
grounds,” she ex-

plained.
MORRIS - CARMAN “For me, the
experience  was

ST. PIERRE - ST. ADOLPHE

amazing ... I pre-

on to her cheek.
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Morden student Ageelah Daibu took part in the Manitoba High School Pitch

Workshop.

sented an idea I truly believe in ... my
idea was pre-fab homes for first time
buyers,” she noted.

“It wasn't just about sharing a busi-
ness concept. It was about addressing
aroot problem that affects young peo-
ple, families and communities across
Canada.

“The feedback I received after the
event made me more confident in the
potential of my pitch,” she continued.

“The main things I learned from the
event is even if you have a good idea,

if you don’t have the right mindset
and if you don’t have the right re-
sources ... also have the right people
.. it doesn’t matter if the idea is as
good as any, often times it's some-
thing intangible.

“It's coming together as a team and
sharing all your ideas and sharing in-
formation, sharing stories,” said Dai-
bu, who felt it is something that will
help her in the future when she per-
haps gets into business on her own.
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Top debut for young Winkler golfer

By Lorne Stelmach

A young golfer from Winkler made quite a first
impression in a provincial tournament recently.

The Maple Leaf Junior Golf Tour made its 2025
mini tour season debut in Manitoba at Maplewood
golf course in St. Pierre-Jolys June 1

The top finishers included Ashton Ginter in the
boys 11-12 as he finished the par 66 course with an
85.

It was a memorable debut on the tour for the
12-year-old from Winkler who has been golfing for
about six years.

“It feels really good because this was the first one
I've ever played,” said Ginter, who noted it was a
case of hard work paying off as he practices almost
every day. “I wasn't expecting a win cause this was
my first ever MJT ... so the win felt so good.”

What he thinks helped him do so well at the tour-
nament was his consistency, as his drives on most
holes were really good.

He also said living close to a golf coarse has helped
him too.

“I can bike or scoot over any time I feel to practice
or play a round,” said Ginter, who also mentioned
the staff at the Winkler golf course - Colton Hard-
er and Caden Klassen - for having shown him so
many great techniques

Already rescheduled from its original spring date

Orioles romp to win over Bisons

By Lorne Stelmach

due to snow, the event played out under very dif-
ferent but still challenging conditions. Young ath-
letes were put to the test with extreme heat and
drifting wildfire smoke - conditions few could have
anticipated.

The resilient field were competing in five age divi-
sions for titles, prizes and the chance to qualify for
the MJT mini tour national championship in British
Columbia this August.

The next MJT mini tour event in the province is
at Kildonan Park Golf Course in Winnipeg June 28.
To register or for more information on the MJT and
upcoming events, please visit www.maplejt.com.

The non-profit Maple Leaf Junior Golf Tour is
billed as Canada’s top junior golf tour as well as the
only national junior tour run exclusively by PGA
of Canada professionals and the ‘Road to College
Golf” in Canada.

The organization is supported by partners across
various tiers, and the MJT hosts more than 100
events across Canada including free junior clinics
as well as the MJT mini tour for 12U and multi-day
events for competitive players aged 11-19 which
also offer qualifiers for international tournaments.

The program has annual awards, scholarships and
incentives to help reward performance and partici-
pation throughout each season.

M]JT alumni include many professional tour play-
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The top finishers included Ashton Ginter in the boys
11-12 as he finished the par 66 course with an 85.

ers and PGA of Canada professionals as well as
Canadian amateur, national and provincial junior
champions.

The MJT aims to develop champions in golf and in
life, promoting the game from grassroots through
to the provincial, national, university and profes-
sional levels.

The two regional rivals in the MJBL
took to Arctic Field in Winkler last
Wednesday with the Pembina Valley
Orioles doubling up the Altona Bi-
sons 12-6.

The Orioles built leads of 2-0 in the
second inning then 5-0 after three and
9-3 after four, and they were led at

/
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the plate by Ethan Klassen, who went
three for three including a double and
two singles.
Chris Peters earned the win for Pem-
bina Valley in allowing four hits and
three runs over six innings of work,
striking out eight and walking six
while the Orioles connected for 11
hits.
The Orioles then made it two in a
\
- /
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Bisons’ Hayden Klassen doesn't get the ball in time to stop Orioles’ Karsten Peters
from stealing third base. And Orioles starter Chris Peters pitched a solid six
innings, keeping the Bison hitters off balance.
row last week with an 11-0 shutout of =~ With the victories, the Orioles
the Winnipeg South Wolves Friday. climbed into fifth place with a 4 & 6
Pembina Valley broke open what record, while the Bisons remain mired
had been a 1-0 lead with five runs in in the cellar in seventh place at 0 & 9.
the fourth, three more in the fifth and  This week, the Orioles were to visit
then two more in the sixth. Interlake Wednesday then host Win-
Sam Blatz allowed six hits but no nipeg South Saturday and visit Alto-
runs over six innings while striking na Sunday. The Bisons were also vis-
out seven. Ethan Klassen and JT Mar- iting Winnipeg South Saturday and
tine both had two hits, while Martine, Elmwood in a later game Sunday.
Chris Peters and Owen Goertzen each
drove in two runs.
/
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Darby helps Team Manitoba strike gold at national Indigenous hockey championship

By Annaliese Meier

A young hockey player from the Pembina Val-
ley region is returning home with a gold medal
around her neck — and a lifetime of memories —
after helping Team Manitoba claim top spot at the
2025 National Aboriginal Hockey Championships
(NAHC) in Kamloops, B.C.

Delaney Darby, a member of the U18 AAA Pem-
bina Valley Hawks, played a key role in Manito-
ba’s historic sweep at the national tournament,
where both the province’s male and female U18
Indigenous teams captured gold. The annual event,
held May 5-10 in partnership with Tk’emltps te
Secwépemc and the City of Kamloops, brought to-
gether the best First Nations, Métis and Inuit talent
from across the country.

“It was a moment I'll never forget,” Darby said.
“As soon as that final buzzer rang, we were all
screaming and celebrating. We threw our gloves in
the air — it felt so surreal.”

Team Manitoba capped an undefeated run in the
playoffs with a 2-0 shutout over Team British Co-
lumbia in the championship game. Delaney cred-
ited the squad’s chemistry and relentless effort as
key factors in their success.

“We all put in 100 per cent every time we stepped
on the ice,” she said. “What really set us apart was
our team connection. No one was ever left out —
we played for each other and stuck together no
matter what.”

The journey began months earlier with a gruel-
ling tryout process that stretched from August to
December 2024. “It was nerve-racking,” she said.
“You're competing against the top girls in Manito-
ba, and you have to find that next level.”

Once the team was selected, they held three week-

A United celebration

ends of practice and exhibition play before flying
out west. The preparation paid off. Over the course
of the week, Team Manitoba battled through tough
competition, including a hard-fought loss to Team
Ontario, last year’s champions. Despite injuries
and physical play, Delaney said the group never
backed down.

“We lost some key players, but we pushed
through. We knew what we were capable of, and
we kept fighting.”

The NAHC is more than just a hockey tournament
— it’s a celebration of Indigenous excellence and
culture. For Darby, the experience was as spiritual-
ly enriching as it was athletically rewarding.

“The opening ceremonies were beautiful. They re-
ally helped me connect with my culture and gave
me a deeper understanding of what my ancestors
went through. I felt so lucky to be part of this team.”

She also credited her parents, especially her dad,
for their constant support. “My dad breaks down
my games with me and pushes me to be better. My
parents have always shown up for me — getting
me to the rink, encouraging me, helping me suc-
ceed. I couldn’t have done this without them.”

As she looks ahead to her regular season with the
Pembina Valley Hawks, Darby hopes to bring that
same championship mindset back to her club team.

“T want to help our team reach our potential, cre-
ate a positive environment, and hopefully bring
home the banner,” she said.

Her advice to younger players? “Be yourself on
the ice. Don’t try to be someone else. Work hard
and don't let anyone tell you what you can’t do.”

Manitoba’s golden sweep at the NAHC is a proud
moment for the province — and for the communi-
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Delaney Darby holds the championship banner after
helping Team Manitoba win gold at the 2025 National
Aboriginal Hockey Championships in Kamloops, B.C.

ties that continue to support and develop Indige-
nous hockey talent.

“It wasn’t just a win for us,” Darby said. “It was a
win for everyone who supported us along the way.”

Southern Health strikes

\
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The United Church celebrated its 100th year this past weekend with a number of
events. A number of things marked the anniversary with Zion Calvin in Darlingford
aiming to ring its bell a hundred times, and a car rally toured significant locations
in the region Saturday. Then Sunday featured special services in both churches,
and there was a fundraising component in support of the Truth and Action
Working Group.

STANDARD PHOTO SUBMITTED
Southern Health region bowlers captured medals at the Manitoba 55+ Summer
Games held June 3-5, 2025, in Steinbach. From left, “The Pretenders” — David
Dyck, Laurie Wiebe, Bob Wilson, Jacquie Russell and Randy McFarlane — earned
bronze in the 55+ team bowling event. Russell also won gold in the 65+ women's
singles, while Dyck claimed silver in the 65+ men's singles.



Thrift Store hands out funds

By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden Community Thrift Store is helping
out 20 community organizations with its spring
grants.

The Thrift Store handed out $142,800 in grants
Monday morning to a wide variety of organiza-
tions and community sectors.

“That just shows the need for our community. It
just shows how much we are needed in our com-
munity,” said president Kent Noel.

“We try to give to everybody,” he noted. “They
might just not get what they’re asking for because
we have budget constraints as well, but we try to
our best to give everybody what we can.”

There was also more reason to celebrate as Noel
announced the thrift store was finally ready to
move ahead with plans for a second building.

Construction of the new building which will go
up directly to the east of the existing building starts
in July.

“It’s been a long process. It's about three years in
the works getting this going, and we finally final-
ized everything probably about six weeks ago,”
said Noel.

“The new building will be for furniture, sporting
goods and electrical,” he noted. “It'll be an 8,000
square foot floor space, where our current store is
5,000 sq. ft. With the new store, that opens up the
old store with 2,000 more square feet of housewares
and clothing ... right now, that’s our number one
sellers.”

Some of the major grants handed out included
Regional Connections receiving $25,000 for their
new building fund, while Western School Divi-
sion got $20,000 for the track and soccer field at
Ecole Discovery Trails School. Menzies Medical
Centre earned $15,000 for doctor recruitment, and
the Morden Curling Club got $10,000 for structur-
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The Thrift Store handed out $142,800 in grants Monday morning to a wide variety of organizations and

community sectors.

al upgrade while Big Brothers Big Sisters received
$10,000 for mentorship funding assistance.

Katie Cares received $6,000 for their common
room expansion, and the Morden Activity Centre
got $5,500 for various workshops and a glass door
refrigerator.

Grants of $5,000 went to each of the following:
Prairie Crossroads School for their music program,
Manitou Ag Society for the community centre up-
grade, Morden Adult Education Centre for upgrad-
ing technology and enhanced learning program,
Morden Collegiate safe grad for financial support,
Many Hands for food hampers and financial sup-
port and Child and Family Services of Manitoba to
send kids to camp.

Morden Family Resource Centre received $2,600
for rent, insurance and two programs. The follow-
ing four each received $2,500 - Morden and Area

Christmas Cheer for financial support, Youth for
Christ for an industrial dishwasher, 500 Stephen
for transportation vouchers and Rock Lake United
Church Camp for kitchen upgrades.

The Central Youth Choir received $2,000 for finan-
cial assistance, while Prairie Soundscape received
$1,700 for financial assistance.

At an earlier date, the thrift store gave the Morden
Collegiate $8,000 for scholarship for eight gradu-
ating students. Also $500 was given to BTHC for
flowers for their outdoor flower beds.

Noel expressed thanks all who donate items and
shop at the thrift store as well as the volunteers
who do a great job of sorting, cleaning, fixing, pric-
ing and stocking the shelves.

“It's community support that made this happen,”
he stressed. “Without our donations, we’re not
here.”

Province commits $120M for Prairie Innovation Centre at Assiniboine College

By Annaliese Meier

The Manitoba government is invest-
ing $120 million in a major post-sec-
ondary project aimed at boosting ag-
riculture training and job creation in

the province’s Westman region.
Premier Wab Kinew announced
Thursday the province will provide
$60 million in capital funding and
an additional $60 million in bridge

Whips edge past Mudhens

By Lorne Stelmach

The two local Border Baseball
League rivals faced each other for the
first time this season last week.

It was a close game in Winkler Fri-
day, but the Whips edged the Morden
Mudhens 5-4.

Earlier last week, the Mudhens had
picked up their first win of the season
last week with a 9-4 victory over the
Carman Cardinals last Tuesday.

The Mudhens sit at 1 & 3, while the
Whips are at .500 with a 2 & 2 record.

The Pilot Mound Pilots have the
best record so far at 5 & 1 after fall-
ing 2-1 to Cartwright last Tuesday but
then trouncing Clearwater 18-8 last
Friday. Clearwater however romped
21-4 over Holland last Tuesday.

Winkler was to face Clearwater
Tuesday then Baldur Friday, while
Morden had Pilot Mound Tuesday
and Holland Sunday. Altona mean-
while was scheduled to take on Car-
man Tuesday and Clearwater Friday.
Carman’s lone game of the week is to
be Baldur Friday.

financing to support construction of
the Prairie Innovation Centre for Sus-
tainable Agriculture at Assiniboine
Community College’s North Hill
Campus in Brandon.

“Manitoba’s  agriculture  sector
is critical to our province’s econo-
my and to staying resilient against
Trump’s tariffs,” said Kinew. “The
Prairie Innovation Centre will house
new and expanded training, so Man-
itobans can learn the skills they need
to get good, in-demand ag jobs here
in Westman and across the province.”

Of the capital funding, $40 million
will go toward construction of the in-
novation centre and $20 million will
support the development of a new
216-seat child-care facility within the
project.

The province has also approved
bridge financing to allow work to be-
gin immediately.

Assiniboine College president Mark

Frison said the commitment allows
the project to move forward without
delay.

“We are pleased the province is pro-
viding the financing for the Prairie
Innovation Centre,” said Frison. “It is
an important project that will help to
improve value-added processing and
export development capacity in the
agriculture sector.”

Frison said the college will continue
working with the province to secure
federal support for the project.

The new centre is expected to add
hundreds of training seats in agricul-
ture and related industries, expanding
the region’s capacity to meet growing
labour demands. It will also serve as
a hub for research and collaboration
with industry partners.

In addition to long-term workforce
development, Kinew said the cen-
tre’s construction is expected to create
nearly 1,000 jobs.
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Plugged into success

By Lori Penner

Wes Klippenstein could hardly be-
lieve it when his name was announced
as the gold medal winner in electrical
installations at the Skills Canada na-
tional competition in Regina.

“Tt felt surreal,” said the Grade 12
student from the Altona area. “I just
thought, wow, is this really happen-
ing?”

Competing against top students
from across the country, Klippenstein
represented Team Manitoba with pre-
cision, confidence and speed in a chal-
lenging two-day event that tested his
technical knowledge, time manage-
ment and attention to detail.

Held May 28 to 31 in Regina, the
Skills Canada national competition
brought together over 500 students
and apprentices in 40 skilled trades
and technology contests including
robotics, culinary arts, welding and
cabinet making.

Klippenstein earned his spot at na-
tionals after winning gold at the Skills
Manitoba level earlier this spring.

A student in the electrical technolo-
gy program through Red River Valley

Technical Vocational Area (RRTVA),
he completed his training at North-
lands Parkway Collegiate with W.C.
Miller Collegiate in Altona as his
home school.

The electrical installations category
required competitors to complete a
complex, full-scale mock-up of a resi-
dential electrical system.

“I had to mount panels and box-
es, install a baseboard heater with a
thermostat, smoke detectors, kitchen
plugs and even a doorbell,” he ex-
plained. “They added drywall box-
es into real drywall this time, which
made it even more challenging.”

Klippenstein prepared extensive-
ly with his instructor Trent Krahn,
replicating likely project scenarios at
school and practicing skills like pipe
bending and box mounting at home.

Despite the intensity of the two day
competition, he finished with two
hours to spare on day two.

“I kept checking everything twice.
I was nervous I'd missed something,
but it all passed,” he said.

Judges praised his work for being
clean, accurate and code compliant.

With family roots in the trade, Klip-

Youth rep keen on council role

By Lorne Stelmach

A student who has been very in-
volved at Morden Collegiate has now
also experienced being involved in
municipal government.

Ageelah Daibu has been serving as
youth council member for the City of
Morden, and she said last week it has
been a great experience.

“It was good to get an idea of the
workings of the City of Morden ...
how decisions are made ... how poli-
cies that are created and maintained ...
I had no idea at all really,” said Daibu.

“It has been quite a learning jour-
ney,” she said, noting how much she
has enjoyed attending council meet-
ings and “being a part of the conver-
sations and being part of those policy
decisions ... I've been learning a lot,
and it has been an amazing experi-
ence.”

It's been another exciting step in the
journey for Daibu, whose family just
moved here from Nigeria about two
years ago.

During her term as youth council
member, she has not only been able
to participate in each council meeting

but also had the opportunity to report
anything from school and student
activities to whatever priorities and
ideas she has to offer to council.

She has welcomed having the
chance to represent the ideas and the
perspective of youth and also to bring
the perspective of being a newcomer
to the community to the council table.

“One of the things I hoped to con-
tribute as the youth council member
was to show how diverse the youth
are in Morden,” said Daibu, who not-
ed there are so many youth here from
so many different places around the
world now. “I want to use the youth
council member as an opportunity to
show and represent that diversity.

“It is encouraging ... in the process of
decision-making, we should have ev-
ery stakeholder at the table,” she said.
“You need youth, you need women
and men. You need practically ev-
eryone who is going to be affected by
your decisions.

“Getting feedback from youth is just
as important as getting feedback from
anybody else,” she added. “And this
has also helped me to be able to con-
tribute to my society and my commu-
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Wes Klippenstein at his work station during the 2025 Skills Canada national

competition in Regina.

penstein plans to continue working
with his dad and eventually pursue
red seal certification.

“I highly recommend the skills com-

petition,” he said. “It pushes you out
of your comfort zone. That's where
you really grow.”
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Aqgeelah Daibu, seen here with Mayor Nancy Penner, has been serving as youth
council member for the City of Morden, and she said last week it has been a great

experience.

nity as well.”

Daibu could see herself possibly
running to serve on council or some
similar role in the future, and she en-

courages all other youth as the citi-
zens of tomorrow to “be the change
that I want to see.”
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SCRAP METAL

Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and
autos. No item too
large! Best prices paid,
cash in hand. Phone Alf
at 204-461-1649.

FARM
MACHINERY

For sale — Model #800
Flex-coli cultivator, 33’
9” spacing, 350 Ib. trip,
77 sweeps with tine
harrows, $1900; Leon
earth scraper 8.5 yard
triple  hyd. $18,750;
Model #1610 Flex-coli
air tank dual wheels
front, $1900. All equip-
ment in good condition,
field ready. IHC #810
header 20’ Hart-Carter
reel floating cutter bar,
$1900. Ph or text (pre-
ferred) 1-204-981-7618
or email orsulaktc@
gmail.com

FEED AND SEED

FORAGE SEED FOR
SALE: Organic & con-
ventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clover,
Smooth Brome, Mead-
ow Brome, Crested
Wheatgrass, Timothy,
etc. Star City, SK. Birch
Rose Acres Ltd. 306-
921-9942.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Nice 20-acre retire-
ment or subdividing
opportunity 4 miles
west of Brandon on
paved road. 1,572 sq.
ft. home including ap-
pliances,  wheelchair
accessible, 1-level, at-
tached garage. Also,
additional adjoining
subdivided 5-acre lot.
Immediate possession,
private sale. $750,000.
Call  1-204-723-0083
for appointment to
view, anytime.

PUBLIC NOTICE

WANTED

Firearms wanted.
Looking for all un-
wanted firearms. Fully
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please
call or text Adam at
204-795-2850.

WANTED: buying es-
tates, contents of
homes, farms, barns,
sheds, garages, etc.
Buying most anything
old & interesting! TEXT/
PHONE: 204-918-
1607. Junkies Estate,
Salvage, Antiques &
Oddities.

BOOK
Voice

Call 467-5836 Email
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

SCRAP METAL

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types
considered. No credit
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get
quick approval. Toll free
1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

NOTICES

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a
newsworthy item to
announce? An exciting
change in operations?
Though we cannot
guarantee publication,
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right
hands for ONLY $35 +
GST/HST. Call MCNA
204-947-1691 for more
information. See www.
mcha.com under the
“Types of Advertising”
tab for more details.

News Tips?
Story Ideas?

call the Voice

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER of the Estate
of Kenneth James Heppner, late
of the Town of Altona, Manitoba,
Deceased.

ALL CLAIMS against the above
Estate, duly verified by Statu-
tory Declaration, must be sent to
the undersigned at 504 Stanley
Avenue, Winkler, Manitoba, R6W
0M3, within four (4) weeks of the
date of this publication.
GBH LAW OFFICE
Solicitor for the Estate

Annual General
Meeting
June 24,2025
7:00 p.m.

Gateway Resources Dining Hall
1582 Pembina Avenue West

NOTICES

ARE YOU HIRING FOR
SUMMER?  SELLING
LAND? HAVING AN
EVENT? Let us help
you book a blanket
classified ad! You will
be seen in the 31 Mem-
ber Newspapers, in
over 368,000+ homes
in Manitoba. Please
call 204-467-5836 or
MCNA at (204) 947-
1691 for more details
or to book ads. Take
advantage of our
great pricing! MCNA -
Manitoba Community
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

HEALTH

Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain? If
S0, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet
antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief.
Benefits humans and
pets. EVA is composed
of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and
water. Key compounds
that work to stimulate
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@gmail.
com

PUBLIC NOTICE

7

The public is invited to attend

N

-

ANNUAL GENERAL A
MEETING
Monday, June 23, 2025
7:00 pm
In the Multi-Purpose Rooms

At the Boundary
Trails Health Centre

Financial Year-End Statements
will be available at the

K meeting or upon request. ,/

\

For more information, please call or email
204-331-8808 ext. 2 or
info@bthcfoundation.com
Refreshments to follow

J

FACILITIES FOREMAN
Full Time

The Morris Multiplex is accepting applications
for a Facilities Foreman - 40 hours / week

Days/Evenings/Weekends Required

Full job description can be found at:
https://www.townofmorris.ca/residents/

employment
Arien Peterson

Facilities Manager, Town of Morris
PO Box 930, Morris Mb ROG 1K0
facilitiesmanager@townofmorris.ca
204-746-6622
Posting will remain open until filled
We thank all applicants for their interest,
however only those being considered for an
interview will be contacted.

EMPLOYMENT

BORDER LAND
SCHOOL DIVISION

Life Long Learning

Border Land School Division invites applicants for a

PERMANENT
DIVISIONAL
SOCIAL WORKER

FARMLAND TENDER

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for farm land in the RM of Stanley
described below will be received by:
Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law Office
Box 99,1 - 880 J 15th Street
Winkler, MB R6W 4A4

LAND:

North Y% of SE % 36-3-5 WPM excepting public road plans 587
MLTO and 1580 MLTO (78.17 acres)

South % of NE % 36-3-5 WPM excepting Plan 74564 MLTO and
public road plans 587 MLTO and 1580 MLTO (73.15 acres)

(The above sketch is for illustrative purposes only)

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:

1. The parcels of land described will be sold “as is”.

2. Tenders must be received on or before 5:00 PM on June 19, 2025.
The successful bidder will be informed by 5:00 PM June 23, 2025.

3. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

4. Preference will be given to tenders submitted for both parcels.
However, tenders for a single parcel may be considered.

5. Possession is November 1, 2025.

6. Tender must be accompanied by a refundable deposit of
$10,000.00 (cheque made payable to Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law
Office).

TERMS OF SALE:

1. The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter a formal agree-
ment covering terms and conditions of sale.

2. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for
full payment are made following acceptance of tender.

3. If the balance of the accepted tender is not paid on the due date,
the deposit paid may be forfeited as liquidated damages.

4. Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes
commencing January 1, 2026.

5. The purchaser is responsible for GST or shall self-assess for GST.

For further information contact Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law
Office at 204-325-4615 - fhwlaw.ca/tenders.
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BATTERIESFOR  Online McSherry
EVERYTHING! ;

50,000 BATTERIES Auctions

* IN*STOC*K Estate & Moving
Auto *Farm *Truck —j ne 181h @ 7:00pm

*Construction *ATV

Featuring Coins & Paper M
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts aturing Coins & Paper Money

*Rechargeables *Tools Estate & Moving
*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers June 25th @ 7pm
*Marine *RV & more Featuring Farm Equip,,
- . . Lumber & Vehicles
Shipping/Delivery avail.
Tﬁg;"gTJERY NsltAN McSherryAuction.com
. James St.
o 204-467-1858
Winnipeg
TF1-877-775-8271 O 2048867027
www.batteryman.ca mcsherryltd@gmail.com

McSherry Online
Auction
Fred Antoniuk

June 24th @ 7:00 PM
St. Andrews,MB
Contact: 204-791-1353
From Junction Highway 67 &
Highway 8,1 % Mile West on
Highway 67 #1088

Featuring CE Model MS 18DK Dsl
Mini Excavator 18 Hours, 04 Saturn
18ft Car Hauler Trailer, ‘09 Load
Runner 18ft Enclosed Trailer, 3 Semi
Freight Storage Containers, Steel
Columns & Rafts for 80ft x 120ft
Structure, Job Site Office Building,
Misc. Tools, 1000-Gal Fuel Tanks,
Construction ~ Related,  Building
Supply.
McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858

or 204-886-7027

WANTED
GOLD &
SILVER!!!

Cash in your gold
and silver coins,
jewelry, nuggets, gold
dust, ingots, dental
gold, sterling etc.
Also BUYING ENTIRE
COIN COLLECTIONS!
Numismatics, old coins,
Royal Canadian Mint
coins, Franklin Mint
coins +++.

House calls available
for free and | cover all
of MB & SK.
Todd
204-904-9705

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
* Drywall « Texture Ceilings * Taping
* Tile and much more

Call
46725836

Over 25 years experience

Kevin 431-344-0543 (cell) or 204-750-1817 (res)

take -

CLUES ACROSS
1. Racquet sports

SUDOKU

Level intermediate
Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine

association
4. Places to sleep

N By e 10. Small platforms
11. Egg shape
6]3|4 Like puzzles? 12. Running out
en you'll love .
514 8 g | sudoku. This 13. French painter
mlndl—benltlilﬂgve 15. Some are “of the
5 3 4 )eglfzh%c‘),\ll(led from Car_ibbegn” i
g 2 the moment you 16. Painful intestinal problem
square off, so 17. More irritated
7 ] ;Zﬁrc‘ﬂe :n‘éogf,t 18. Prove yourself
8 7 1 your sudoku 21. Catch
sawvy o the test! 22. Supplement with difficulty
3 21911 23. American automotive
giant
7 S 24, Form of “to be”

25. Boxing’s GOAT

8. Native American tribe

26. Peyton’s little brother

Remember
Your Loved

Ones

with an
Announcement
in the

Call 204-467-5836 or
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

ANNIVERSARY

It’s the kind of Love that lasts forever.

On June 21st,
Happy 45th Wedding Anniversary,
Mom and Dad!
- From the boys
BOOK YOUR
d4 ANNOUNCEMENT
{(/mcna « BIRTHDAYS
* MARRIAGES
Response Builder : AN\g_II\_IIIC\:IEé? SARIES
Advertising * OBITUARIES
WORKS' ¢ IN MEMORIAMS

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of

* ENGAGEMENTS
* BIRTHS

* THANK YOUS

* GRADUATIONS

The Winkler @ Morden

oice

CALL: 467-5836

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

cle6|9]|c|S[8)}t|L]|Y
glg|L|¥|L[6])C|9]|€
Lle|[v]€12]|9]S|6]8
afkL|8|s|6|V])€E|C|L
clL|6)F|9|€)8|V|S
v[(€|S|4|8[2)6]|}+]9
6(9|c|8|e|LZ)v|S]|}
Slv(el9o|c|L)L|8]|6
L|g|L|6|V|S)9|€|C
Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer

27. Eli’s big brother

34. Capable of producing

35. Reproductive structures
in fungi

36. Allowed to go forward

37. Smiles

38. Arteries

39.VW

40. Win a series without
losing a game

41, This (Spanish)

42. Opposites of beginnings

43. Germanic mythological
god

CLUES DOWN
1. Consisting of uncombined

atoms

2. Island country

3. Heavenly body

4. Caribbean island

5. Copyread

6. A place to eat

7. Drops down

9. Native group of Alaska

10. Engage in

12. “Desperate Housewives”
lane

14. Thyroid-stimulating
hormone

15. Foot (Latin)

17. A place to bathe

19. Animosities

20. Partner to cheese

23.Venus __, plant

24. A donation

25. Pokes holes in the
ground

26. Midway between
northeast and east

27. Looked into

28. Not young

29. Annoy constantly

30. Something one can strike

31. Most glacial

32. Ten less than one
hundred

33. Idle talker

34. Has moved through the
air

36. Container for shipping

space)

The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

Career Opportunity

LICENCED FUNERAL
DIRECTOR & EMBALMER

Braendle-Bruce Funeral Serv-
ice is a rural, privately owned
funeral home with offices in
Russell, Shoal Lake, and
Erickson, MB & Esterhazy, SK.
Are you committed to serving
families/community ~ with
dignity and respect; effective
communicator; pays atten-
tion to detail in fast-paced
environment; team player;
a Funeral Director and
Embalmer in good standing or
willing to train; clear driving
record and able to use various
computer programs.

Salary hased on experience
and skills.

Call 204-773-3786

Send resume to:
admin@braendlebrucefs.ca
www.braendlebrucefs.ca
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OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Robert Wayne Loewen

The family of Robert Wayne Loewen of Fort Kent, Alberta, sadly
announces his unexpected

passing near Glendon, Alberta on May 30, 2025. He was 66.

Robert was a devoted father to his children, Josh (Carolyn), Chris
(Jamie), and Serena, and a proud grandfather to Tyler, Meleena,
Celia, Kaliyana, Briella, Hendrix, and Jaxon. He is also lovingly
remembered by his brother Garry, sisters Sharon Loewen, Cindy
Jachim, Aileen Stoesz, and Tracie Gunning and their families,
as well as his stepmother Ann (Loewen) Braun, along with many
cherished friends and colleagues.

Robert was predeceased by his parents, John and Trudy (Fehr)
Loewen.

Born in Altona, Manitoba, Robert lived in Altona, Winnipeg, and
Alberta throughout his life.

Known for his generous spirit, he was the brother who always spoiled his siblings and the father
who showered his children with love and care. His dedication to family was unwavering, and he
worked tirelessly to provide for them.

For over 40 years, Robert was a passionate and skilled long-haul trucker. He was the proud
owner of Loewen Trucking and was pleased when his son partnered with him to expand the
business. He drove more than 5 million miles—enough to circle the Earth over 200 times! His
journeys took him across every Canadian province and nearly all the contiguous United States,
making him a true road warrior.

Robert was deeply loved by all who knew him. His kindness, gentle nature, and refusal to ever
speak a critical word about anyone left a lasting impression on family, friends, and colleagues
alike. He will be profoundly missed but fondly remembered by all whose lives he touched.

He was one of the good ones...

OBITUARY

Walter Donald McTavish
March 13, 1941 to May 20, 2025
It is with heavy hearts we announce the sudden and unexpected
passing of Walter McTavish, aged 84 on Tuesday, May 20, 2025
surrounded by his loving family, at the Health Sciences Centre.

Left to treasure his memory are his loving wife Beverley, daughter

Rhonda (Rick) and son Barry (Marlys), his cherished grandchildren
Max (Hannah), Ashley (Austin), Rachel, and Samuel and step
grandchildren Travis (Mikayla), Justin (Sam), and Taylor (Morgan)
and families; and Bev’s sons Wayne (Janet), Ken (Melissa) and
families; sister Helen, brother Edwin and several nieces and
nephews.

Walter was predeceased by his first wife Dean of 46 years (2013),

parents Jack and Jean, brother Brian.

Walter was born in Carman, MB on March 13, 1941. He grew
up on the family farm and started farming unofficially at age six. Walter graduated from Miami
Collegiate and was able to continue his farming career.

Walter was married to Dean in 1967 where they settled on a farm two miles south of his parents
near Rosebank where they raised their two children Rhonda and Barry. Walter farmed with his
father and brother Brian. Walter also was a school bus driver in the Miami area for 30 years. He
was very community minded and was involved in many activities in Miami and Rosebank.

As his children grew up and started their own families, Walter enjoyed spending time with his
grandchildren.

Following the passing of his wife Dean, Walter later married Beverley. This meant the addition
of more grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Family brought the most joy to Walter. He was an easy-going Grandpa with a great sense of
humour and the kids loved him. He spent countless hours attending sporting events or keeping
the kids busy with activities on the farm.

Walter and Bev enjoyed travelling throughout Canada from the east to west coasts, including
a St. Lawrence River cruise. They also ventured to Alaska, the Panama Canal, and Hawaii.
However, his favourite trip with Bev was their tour through England and Scotland.

Hours were spent at the lake where Walter found a way to relax with family while making many
cabin improvements.

He gradually retired from farming but remained on the farm and still did some haying and
always kept an eye out for a tractor he may need.

He remained busy as a counsellor for the R.M. of Thompson for 31 years, many of them as
deputy reeve. He had a passion for environmental conservation. There was not a water drain
for miles that he did not know. Walter served on multiple boards and committees including the
Pembina Valley Conservation Board, Manitoba Association of Watersheds Board, MSTW and the
Morden Veterinary Board.

Walter had a full and active life until his passing. He had a passion for farming, community, and
most importantly family and friends. His life was a life well lived. He will be greatly missed.

The family would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the caring health care professionals
from Miami Fire & Rescue, Southern Health Ambulance, Boundary Trails Emergency Department,
and HSC SICU.

A memorial service took place on June 7, 2025 at the Miami Event Center at 2 p.m.

In remembrance of Walter’s life, the family suggests that any charitable donations may be made
to the Miami Area Foundation, Box 334, Miami, MB, ROG-1HO.

Doyle’s Funeral Home
in care of arrangements
www.doylesfuneralhome.ca

Marina Ruth Friesen

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of our sister,
aunt, and friend Marina Friesen, at the age of 60 years, following
the gradual decline and a brief hospitalization.

Born on November 22, 1964 in Winkler, Manitoba, Marina was a
wonderful sister to Tamara, Madeline and Lloyd. She was a loving
aunt to Paige and Aidan and befriended many.

She lived a full life of adventure, creativity and a passion for
Special Olympics. Rina was an avid fan of the Winkler Flyers and
loved wrestling. She loved music and spending time with friends
and family. Memorable trips to yearly camps and an epic trip
to Alberta were among many pleasures. She was a fun-loving,
humorous, caring and sometimes stubborn gal.

Marina’s vibrant spirit and infectious joy will live on in the hearts
of all who knew and loved her, forever cherished for the warmth

and laughter she brought to every moment.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests that donations in memory of Marina Friesen be
made to one of the following organizations: Special Olympics Manitoba, 304-145 Pacific Avenue,
Winnipeg, MB R3B 2Z6, or Manitoba Down Syndrome Society, 204-825 Sherbrook Street,
Winnipeg, MB R3A 1M5.

A funeral service was held on Thursday, June 5, 2025 at Wiebe Funeral Chapel in Morden,
followed by interment at Lakeside Cemetery in Morden.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
in care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Martin Klassen
1960 - 2025

On Monday, May 26, 2025, south of Winkler, MB, Martin Klassen,
aged 64 years, passed away suddenly in an accident.

He leaves to mourn his passing three sons, Mark and Sara,
Jerod, Sheldon; three grandchildren, Taylor, Levi, and Ariel; five
brothers, eight sisters, and their families.

He was predeceased by his parents, Martin and Katharina
Klassen; two brothers-in-law, Ken Hiebert and Jake Hildebrand;
and one nephew-in-law, Don Driedger.

A memorial service was held on June 7, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. at
EMMC in Winkler, MB, preceded by a private burial at the Chortitz
Old Colony Cemetery.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
in care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

Edward (Ed) Carl Youdan
July 3, 1946 - February 24, 2025
Edward (Ed) Carl Youdan was born on July 3, 1946 in Rotherham,
South Yorkshire, England, to William Edward and Patricia Youdan
(née Duffy).
Ed grew up in England with his parents and two brothers, David
(Christine) and Martin (Lynn). In 1977, he moved to Canada with
Mary and their two children, Gareth and Amanda.
After the divorce, Ed met Ginger (Hilda) at Sahara Nights in
Regina. They married on November 13, 1992 and together they
raised foster children, Ryan, Davis, and Jessica (Robert). They
cherished their time traveling in their trailer and creating lasting
memories.
After retiring from Inco, Ed and Ginger settled in Morden, where
they enjoyed welcoming friends and family to their home, often
gathering on their big deck. In the late summer of 2024, they moved to Homestead, where they
embraced the community and participated in many social activities. Sadly, Ginger passed away
in September 2024.

Ed will be deeply missed by his stepchildren Audrey (Ken), Robert, Sharon, Stacy (Ed), and
daughter-in-law Erin (Gareth).

He was a loving grandfather to Nikita (Vitaliy), Aslan, Mathieu (Alicia), Jacob, Darcy, Eric (Ben),
Alanna, Casey (Hamoon), Max, Joshua, Jordan, and Jade (Zack), and a proud great-grandfather
to Veeka, Nikola, Ataliyah, and Ariyah.

Ed was predeceased by his parents, Ginger, and grandson Joey.

His loved ones and extended family will forever cherish his memory.

Service will be held on June 16th at St. John the Evangelist, 2 Academy Dr. Morden, Manitoba,
at 10:30 a.m.

In remembrance donations can be made to Canadian Cancer Society, Lung Association, or to
a charity of your choice.
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Men’s Health

Prioritize your well-being

MONTH

Men, it's never too late to
take control of your health!

Did you know that about 70 per
cent of the chronic health conditions
affecting Canadian men are caused by
lifestyle? Men must pay close atten-
tion to their lifestyle habits and stress
levels to live a long and healthy life.
Organized by the Canadian Men’s
Health Foundation (CMHF), Men’s
Health Month invites men of all ages
to participate in the Move for Your
Mental Health event.

BENEFITS OF PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY
Health professionals recommend
engaging in 150 minutes of mod-
erate to vigorous physical activity
every week. For example, activities
like walking, running, swimming
and gardening can positively impact
your physical and mental well-being.
Moreover, physical activity has
been shown to reduce symptoms
of depression and chase away nega-
tive thoughts. Moving your body also

reduces pain and stress by stimulat-
ing the neurotransmitters that release
cortisol and endorphins.

SELF-ASSESSMENT TOOL

It's normal to occasionally experi-
ence symptoms of anxiety or depres-
sion, like difficulty concentrating and
low energy. However, if these feel-
ings become overwhelming, don’t be
afraid to seek help.

The CMHF has a self-assessment
tool to help you determine whether
chronic stress, anxiety or depres-
sion are affecting your health. This
resource can be found in the MindFit
Toolkit on the CMHF website. This
tool shouldn't be used as a substitute
for professional medical advice.

Visit menshealthfoundation.ca to
learn more about Men’s Health Month
and donate to show your support and
help the men you love live healthier
lives.

This feature brought to you by these community-minded businesses. Please show them your support.

KOOLERS

204.325.9400

399
Manitoba Rd.
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325 Roblin Blvd E. Winkler, MB
info@idealfloorsmb.ca
www.idealfloorsmb.ca

(204) 325-4243

MORDEN/WINKLER Telus Smart Home Security

1- 655 Main St, Winkler

(204) 325-8807

%, Extend

Insurance
309 Main Street Winkler

(204) 325-7386

extendinsurance.ca

538 Centennial St., Winkler

[Ferr geass
15 Thornhill St., Morden

822-5423

Undeniably
Different.

decorcabinets.com

LowW
PRICE

MM]S

LAW OFFICES

McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP

Morden (204) 822-6588

www.mmjslaw.com

is what we do:

We are dedicated to delivering
Canadians low prices, always.

288 North Rullway Street, Morden
Store hours: Mon StS amto9pm Sun.9.amto 6 pm
1o

IN-STORE BREWING

204-822-6069
brewnsip.com

LOAD LINE MFG. INC. « WINKLER
(204) 325-4798

www.huronwin.com

A * Winkler

FLOOR FASHIONS LTD.

325-8941
885 Memorial Dr., Winkler
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