
Morden Co-op Pharmacy
NowOpen

945 Thornhill St, Morden MB | 204-822-1400 | winklercoop.com

Did You Know...

Members earn equity and cash back*
on the full price of prescriptions?

*Based on annual spend and allocation rates
at our Co-op

PKF Lawyers, Manitoba’s law firm. Providing 

trustworthy, expert, real-world results since 1924. 

Ready to serve today, tomorrow, always. pkflawyers.com
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LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

Spinning for Spinning for 
Genesis HouseGenesis House

Nine teams of participants kept the bikes spinning for 12 Nine teams of participants kept the bikes spinning for 12 
hours straight at the Aura Studio and Genesis House Spin-a-hours straight at the Aura Studio and Genesis House Spin-a-
Thon at the Meridian Exhibition Centre Saturday. The event Thon at the Meridian Exhibition Centre Saturday. The event 
raised $7,379 for the women’s shelter, and organizers say raised $7,379 for the women’s shelter, and organizers say 
they’re already brainstorming about how to make their they’re already brainstorming about how to make their 
second such event bigger and better.second such event bigger and better.

PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICEPHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
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FRIDAY, MAY 17 | 5-8PM

Located 1 mile 
East of Morris

Seeds Geraniums

99¢

4” Basket Stuffers

Buy 10 Get 
One FREELONG WEEKEND

Specials

Wave Petunias

99¢

Local Catan player makes 
it to national semi-finals
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Morden’s Nastasha Kroeker-Ortiz 
made it all the way to the semi-fi nals 
at the Catan National Championships 
earlier this month.

Kroeker-Ortiz earned her spot at the 
event, held at the Snakes & Lattes Col-
lege in Toronto May 4-5, by winning 
Sixteen13 Ministry’s inaugural Man-
itoba Catan Tournament in Winkler 
back in February. Her prize was hav-
ing her airfare and accommodations 
in Toronto covered by event sponsors.

The national competition pitted her 
against 28 other Catan players from 
across Canada.

“It was the same setup [as the lo-
cal tournament],” Kroeker-Ortiz ex-
plained. “It was three games on the 
qualifi er day and then semi-fi nals and 
fi nals on the second day.”

She came through her fi rst day un-
defeated.

“Catan is always a game of calculat-
ed risks and a lot of luck of the die,” 
Kroeker-Ortiz refl ected. “There’s a 

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Natasha Kroeker-Ortiz (far left) at the gaming table at the Catan National 
Championships in Toronto earlier this month. She made it to the playoff s before 
being knocked out of the running.

At the event, 
K r o e k e r -
Ortiz got to 
meet with 
Guido Teuber, 
the son of 
Settlers of 
Catan creator 
Klaus Teuber.

lot more dealing going on than there 
was playing the table, if that makes 
sense.”

In the Settlers of Catan board game, 
players acquire and trade for the re-
sources they need to build and de-
velop their settlements. Players earn 
victory points for doing so—the fi rst 
to reach 10 points wins the game.

While the deals in her semi-fi nal 
game didn’t go her way and knocked 

she shared. 
The trip also gave her the chance to 

take in some of the sights of Toronto 
and visit family nearby.

Kroeker-Ortiz intends to defend her 
title at the local Catan qualifi er next 
year.

“The thing is, I’ll probably get 
blocked hard [on the deals],” she said 
with a laugh. 

her out of the 
running for 
the champi-
onship title, it 
was still a fun 
e x p e r i e n c e 
overall, Kro-
e k e r - O r t i z 
said.

“The people 
there were 
pretty great. 
There’s a few 
friends that 
I made that 
invited me to 
play online 
with them,” 
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

LONG WEEKEND SALE!!
TERRA CSA 

WORKBOOTS 

20% OFF

SANDALS!!

20% OFF 25% OFF

25% OFF

KEENS SHOES

MUCK BOOTS

20% OFF

KIDS WESTERN 
BOOTS 

WESTERN HATS 
20% OFF

WRANGLER 
SHIRTS & JEANS
TAX INCLUDED
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Massage-a-thon raises $700 for SCCR
By Lorne Stelmach

A day of massages in Morden Satur-
day had students working on patients 
for a good cause.

The massage-a-thon at Morden 
Massage Therapy Centre saw the pro-
ceeds of $700 donated to South Cen-
tral Cancer Resource.

Owner and therapist Linda Menzies 
said the event fi t well with her belief 
that part of being a good health care 
professional is supporting the com-
munity.

“As a mentor for the college stu-
dents, I always strive to build com-
munity with these students ... teach-
ing them so much more than just 
seeing patients and treating them ... 
it’s actually building community and 

a good way to do that is to give back.”
The massage-a-thon tied in with an 

ongoing program of the centre.
“It’s part of our 360 program where 

students come to Morden Massage 
Therapy Centre to do their clinical as 
part of their college program,” said 
Menzies. “As a business we take that 
money and then we always put the 
proceeds into diff erent community 
organizations.”

The students themselves choose 
who they want as the recipient.

“And to just up it one, they wanted 
to take a day and actually volunteer 
their services and kind of work to-
gether,” Menzies said.

New acupuncturist Dr. Yali Bai also 
donated her services for the day, and 
it was a good opportunity for her to 

be introduced to patients.
“She has had really good feedback 

already. Most of them that have seen 
her have already booked back in,” 

said Menzies, noting Bai is currently 
taking patients on Fridays.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Staff  and massage therapy students at the Morden Massage Therapy Centre 
raised $700 from their Saturday massage-a-thon for South Central Cancer 
Resource.

Continued on page 4
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Winkler MCC thrift shop anniversary raffle tickets on sale now
By Lorne Stelmach

A quilt raffl  e will both raise funds 
and honour the heritage of the MCC 
Thrift Store in Winkler.

As part of its 50th anniversary cele-
brations this year, a quilt was special-
ly made for the raffl  e, and organizers 
suggested it was a fi tting way to pay 
tribute for the occasion.

“Quilting has always been a big part 
of the history of the MCC thrift stores 
and MCC, and quilt auctions have 
taken place for many years,” noted 
Doreen Warms, chairperson of the 
50th anniversary festivities. “Our cel-
ebration committee thought it would 
be a great idea if we could have a quilt 
to raffl  e off  to get some funds towards 
our MCC missions.

“We’re hoping to raise some good 
funds and to honour the quilting heri-
tage part of the MCC. Of course, there 
are many other things that go on in 
the MCC organization, but quilting 
certainly has been a huge part of it,” 
she added. “We still have ladies com-
ing in to do quilts that get sent to  the 
needy and overseas.”

Working on the quilt became a la-
bour of love for Lydia Zacharias and 
Katie Friesen. The former cut and 

pieced together the quilt front, while 
the latter did the machine work.

“They both donated their time and 
eff orts,” said Warms. “So we’re really 
excited about this quilt and hope that 
we have lots of people who are in-
terested in winning the quilt. I know 
from people who have seen peeks of 
the quilt they have certainly shown 
some excitement.”

“A lot of work went into it by Mar-
garet Reimer, who shopped for the 
fabric,” Zacharias noted. “She went to 
the U.S. and to Brandon and to Car-
man and all over.”

She called it a privilege to be in-
volved in this project.

“I found it a real honour to be asked 
to work on this quilt. I have sewn 
many quilts for MCC but never one 
where the pattern of the fabric was 
chosen specifi cally. It is a simple de-
sign, and the colour choices are pleas-
ing to the eye.”

Organizers are hoping to sell 2,000 
tickets, and they see the potential to 
raise between $6,000 and $10,000, 
with individual tickets going for $5 
each, fi ve for $20, or a book of 15 for 
$50.

There is a second prize of a barbe-
cue donated by Parkside Home Hard-

three days of celebration planned for 
the store.

“We have all kinds of things planned 
for Sept. 25-27 because Sept. 25 in 
1974 was the date that 15 ladies got 
together for a meeting ... that was the 
inception of this store as a result of 
that meeting,” noted Reimer. “There 
will be special things happening 
throughout the store.

“We’re going to have a sale, and 
people can pick their discount,” add-
ed Warms. “They can pull a discount 
ticket, and it’s going to be anywhere 
between 10 and 50 per cent ... on items 
under $100.”

“There will be people selling raffl  e 
tickets, including board members, but 
there will tickets sold here at MCC 

in the furniture area. The main sales 
will probably happen here,” noted 
Reimer. “We’ve set a fairly ambitious 
goal for this year ... we want to send 
half a million [dollars] to MCC ... this 
is going to help to meet that goal.”

Also connected to 2024 being the an-
niversary year was a recent volunteer 
appreciation event where a free lunch 
was provided for the the store’s hun-
dreds of volunteers over three days, 
and there was also a dinner at Central 
Station Community Centre.

“There is a special volunteer appre-
ciation week that is done nationally,” 
noted board member Don Klassen.  
“It was great. I think it was very well 
received by everyone.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Katie Friesen and Lydia Zacharias made this quilt to be the prize of the Winkler MCC 
Thrift Store’s 50th anniversary raff le. Also up for grabs is a barbecue donated by 
Parkside Home Hardware.

Menzies sees the involvement of students at the centre as 
very much being a win-win scenario for everyone. 

“The patients are so good with their understanding, 
knowing that these students are going to be doing their 
training,” she said. “They get to learn so much more than 
just working on each other at the college ... you don’t see 
the dysfunctions that they would maybe have in a clinic 
setting.”

“It keeps me on the ball too,” Menzies added. “They’ve 
got some pretty good questions ... it keeps me on top of my 
knowledge.”

“It was such a humbling experience 
to be able to participate in this event,” 
noted Jessica Kraemer, a massage 
therapy student from Wellington Col-
lege. “It feels great to know we can 
make a positive diff erence in our own 
community. It is the least we could do 
to show our gratitude to the people 
who support us as massage students. 
There are so many patients out there 
with diff erent conditions who suff er 
in pain every single day. Just being 
able to relieve some of that is so re-
warding.”

Representing South Central Cancer 
Resource, board member Jack Pethy-
bridge said they were very apprecia-
tive of the support.

“Any money that we get, we have to 
fundraiser ourselves,” he noted. “Ev-
ery little bit we get really helps us be-
cause since COVID there’s been more 
and more patients that we see every 
year or people that we can help.”

ware Building 
Centre, and or-
ganizers are also 
looking at poten-
tially adding an 
early bird prize 
as well.

The draw will 
be Sept. 27 at 3 
p.m. as part of 

>  MASSAGE-A-THON, FROM PG. 3
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Morris council presents $5.2M financial plan
By Siobhan Maas

Morris town council presented their 
2024 fi nancial plan to the public on 
May 9. The $5.2 million budget is 4.37 
per cent higher than that of last year.

Mayor Scott Crick commented that 
“it ended up being a challenging year 
for budgeting” because several “time 
sensitive projects came together at the 
same time.” These included replace-
ment of the town’s main water dis-
tribution plant, infrastructure for the 
new child care facility on the south 
end of Morris, and the addition of an 
accessibility ramp to the community 
pool. 

“[The town] had limited control 
over the timelines once the commit-
ments were made,” the mayor noted.

Crick assured that “as a council, we 

have done what we can to minimize 
the infl ationary increases we’ve seen 
since 2021 to tax payers, [but] the cost 
of these major capital projects has giv-
en us less fl exibility in 2024.”

Mill rates, the amount of tax paid per 
dollar of property assessment value, 
increased 1.73 mills to 26.3. Residen-
tial and commercial properties will 
both see a seven per cent tax increase, 
along with a 1.3 per cent and 7.2 per 
cent school tax increase, respectively. 

“For someone with a $200,000 home, 
this should impact them at $20/
month or less,” Crick noted.

Proposed expenditures for Morris in 
2024 include a four per cent increase 
to protective services, a 10 per cent 
increase for economic development, 
and an almost 200 per cent jump in 
fi scal service. Fiscal services cover all 

capital expenditures made annually 
by the town, plus all debt coverage. 
The fl ow-through of 100 per cent cov-
erage of funds from the province for 
the new child care facility has artifi -
cially caused the jump in the fi scal 
services fund.

Transfers to reserves and capital 
purchases funded by reserves will fall 
by 27 per cent and 48 per cent, respec-
tively.

In order to balance the proposed 
expenses, council will be withdraw-
ing just over $860,000 from reserves. 
However, since 2019, the town has 
been able to add $1.1 million to the 
reserves fund, keeping in mind val-
ue-for-money for all activities in re-
cent years. Several ambitious projects 
were unable to go ahead as planned, 
with monies remaining in reserve.

“Therefore, we are seeing the use of 
some reserves this year as we ‘catch 
up’ on a number of projects, includ-
ing the zero entry of the pool (for 
which we had just under 40 per cent 
put aside in reserves), the new Town 
Community Plan, and a mandato-
ry update to our zoning bylaw,” ex-
plained Crick. “Unlike past reviews, 
we’re ensuring that the work is being 
done fully, and that we leave a clear 
and inspirational plan for the com-
munity, and a development-friendly 
zoning by-law with provision to help 
with Main Street revitalization.”  

Crick added, “Where we do see a 
shift from 2023 is how funds are being 
spent.  In 2023, we had major spends 
in deferred roadwork, which was ful-

Continued on page 7

PCAN hosts first community conversation
By Lorne Stelmach

An evening of dialogue around cli-
mate change brought an encouraging 
response for the organization behind 
it.

The Pembina Climate Action Net-
work (PCAN) held its fi rst communi-
ty conversation last Tuesday in Mor-
den. There were about 30 people on 
hand to hear about the organization 
and share their thoughts.

“It tells me that people are at least 
interested in talking about it, and 
I think that is really hopeful,” said 
co-chairperson Sandy Plett.  “Con-
versation is the gateway. We have to 
start talking before we can start doing 
anything.”

PCAN grew from discussions last 
fall about what could be done here 
at the community level about climate 
change. The organization took shape 
early this year, modelled somewhat 
after the like-minded Altona Commu-
nity Action Network.

PCAN’s goal is to help advance the 
conversation around climate change 
and to build increased awareness at 
the local level, so having an evening 
for dialogue seemed to be a good 
starting point, Plett said.

“In my view, there can be a pro-
gression of becoming conversant and 
learning to talk about these things 
and these polarizing things and we 
can start to make plans together,” she 
said.

“We called it Pembina because we 
didn’t want it to just be Morden,” she 
added. “Even to do a Google search 

maybe for this region and fi nd some-
thing that has the word climate in it 
would be important for people who 
are looking for allies to talk about cli-
mate ... when I moved here, I looked 
for groups, and I couldn’t fi nd any-
thing.”

Plett sees it as a grassroots eff ort to 
take action in addressing something 
that can be very overwhelming.

“What we need in the world and in 
the community and in the region, at 
all levels, is people to stop thinking 
about just what can they do and think 
about what we can do,” she said. “We 
have way more potential for change if 
we work together.

“This is about fi nding partners and 
fi nding the passions and the things 
that we care about ... and fi nd people 
who want to work at that together,” 
she continued. “Becoming more in-
formed and more educated about it 
will help us to move this out of lit-
tle niche conversations and into the 
workplaces and into our family cir-
cles, our friends.”

The group discussions at the gath-
ering last week off ered a number of 
questions for people to consider:

• What about climate change keeps 
you up at night?

• What gives you hope?
• If you could do anything to adapt 

to or mitigate climate change, what 
would you do?

• What barriers and resistance do 
you see to addressing climate change?

• What alternatives and solutions 
would you like to see folks try in our 

area?
In the end, Plett hoped the evening 

might get more people to join  them 
for their monthly meetings or at least 
register for their newsletter to stay 
informed about what’s happening in 
the area.

“It’s a chance to connect people with 
actions,” she said. “The other hope 
from an evening like this is just for 
people to see each other and to con-
nect.”

In the meantime, PCAN may have 
a few projects already in the works 
after having been contacted by the 
Discovery Nature Sanctuary about 
volunteers and helping with the de-
velopment of pollinator gardens as 

 PHOTOS BY LORNE 
STELMACH/VOICE

A few dozen people came out to learn 
more about the Pembina Climate 
Action Network (PCAN) at its fi rst 
community conversation last week. 
Right: Co-president Sandy Plett.

well as perhaps an invasive species 
removal project at the lake. In the 
immediate future, they will also be 
at next month’s Arbor Day event in 
Morden.

“There are people contacting us and 
saying, ‘What about this?’ So that is 
exciting to me,” said Plett. “We are 
dreaming about what we will do then 
after summer and how the group can 
dig into diff erent kinds of work.”
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P
arenting isn’t for the 
faint-hearted. In fact, 
if we got a glimpse 
into the future, most 
of us would have just 

bought a poodle long before 
our arms ever developed that 
ache for something tiny to 
cuddle.

But thankfully, we aren’t psychics or 
fortune tellers. The world would be 
underpopulated if we were allowed, 
just for a minute, to feel the unique 
level of raw vulnerability and fatigue 
that only parenthood brings.

We have to pass a test to drive a car 
or graduate from 
school, but there’s 
no license or diplo-
ma for the biggest 
task in the world: 
parenthood. May-
be there should be, 
but who would get 
a passing grade? 
The wealthy? The 
most educated or 
creative? The best 
gene pool?

The consequences of that kind of 
standard would be unthinkable.

So, the way it stands, most of us en-
ter this important role as green as a 
Christmas tree.

All we can do is hope that we’ll learn 
as we go, and it’s as wonderful and 
dreamy as we think it is.

I remember visiting a restaurant 
with my sisters a number of years 
ago, when we heard the irresistible 

Parenting isn’t for the faint-hearted

The newspaper is supported by advertising 
dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would 
like to see it grow and prosper, visit any of 
the advertisers and businesses in our rural 
communities. Keep your dollars working at 
home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 
build stronger communities through articles 
that both inform and entertain you about 
what’s going on throughout the Pembina 
Valley. This is your community newspaper—
let us know what you want to see in it.
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cry of a newborn baby. Our baby ra-
dar clicked on instantly.

To a woman, that tiny wail was like 
a siren call or like the heady scent of 
some kind of nectar that just draws 
you in. Which is probably part of the 
reason I had six babies.

I followed the sound of the crying 
and found a young girl seated with 
her parents, cradling a tiny, blanket-
ed bundle in her arms. I asked if I 
could just take a peek at her baby. She 

smiled in a strange, secretive kind of 
way, and pulled back the blanket.

I gasped in horror when I saw two 
plastic eyes staring back at me. The 
“mama” chuckled a bit, and ex-
plained that this baby was actually a 
doll, with electronics that made it cry 
when it was hungry or needed a dia-
per change. 

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.

The Voice is published Thursdays and 
distributed as a free publication to 21,141 
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GET IN TOUCH WITH US

 • DON’T MIND THE MESS

By Lori 
Penner

SHOW ME THE LIGHT
Please show me the light if you 

can. Canada in the world accounts 
for 1.6 per cent of all greenhouse 
gases. Elimination of Canada would 
result in zero per cent in saving the 
world from total anarchy as the cli-
mate pundits claim we are heading 
into. 

We are spending billions on try-
ing, as Canadian politicians would 
have you think, from solely saving 
the planet from total annihilation. 
China on the other hand is plowing 
ahead with their plan. Their Paris 
Accord commitment is to stop their 
increase in greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2035! Noble of them to plan 
to stop 11 years from now. 

Meanwhile, we’re on the hook for 
carbon taxes that do nothing but 
add to our cost of living. And will 
do nothing to reduce emissions 

globally. 
More than one billion people on 

earth suff er from extreme poverty 
and look forward to a day when 
they aren’t hungry. Do you think 
these people give a rat’s butt about 
global warming? They’re just look-
ing for a solid meal and have noth-
ing on their mind but rising up. That 
will take cheap and plentiful energy 
and if you think they’re not going to 
use it to get ahead you’re dreaming. 

I agree, we should do everything 
we can to contribute, but do we 
throw the baby out with the bath 
water? Humans are much better at 
adaptation than mitigation. Let’s 
put our emphasis on that and stop 
this crazy “only we can save the 
world” BS … ‘cause we can’t even 
make a diff erence!

Bill Potter,
Morden

Continued on page 7
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ly funded from saved gas tax mon-
ey.”

Completed 2023 projects includ-
ed equipment renewal for both the 
public works and fi re department, 
repaving of Charles Ave West, and 
a mower purchase for the recreation 
department.

“In 2024, we have more modest 
road plans, but are now spending 
$355K more on the pool, which is 
only partially funded from sav-
ings and grants,” said Crick. “We 
are also seeing the borrowing cost 

for the industrial park going up, 
mainly as we cannot budget around 
property sales until they are con-
tracted/assured.  This amount will 
come down with any sales made 
during the year.  And as mentioned, 
we now have additional borrowing 
for the water distribution plant.”

Additional projects for 2024 in-
clude appliance upgrades and truck 
purchases for both public works 
and the fi re department and asphalt 
overlay on the baseball diamond 
road, among others.

CFDC hosts museum reps 
from across North America
By Lorne Stelmach

Morden played host last week to 
around 70 members of an internation-
al palaeontology organization.

The talking points at the annual 
meeting of the Association for Mate-
rials and Methods for Palaeontology 
would not have been of much interest 
to the general public, but it was im-
portant to the curators and lab tech-
nicians who came mostly from across 
the United States but also further 
afi eld.

“It’s very specialized,” said 
vice-president Marilyn Fox, who is 
connected to the Yale Peabody Muse-
um. “People probably would be very 
bored with workshops on adhesives 
... but it helps us to take better care of 
our specimens.”

“It’s all very technical,” agreed Ad-
olfo Cuetara, executive director of 
the host Canadian Fossil Discovery 
Centre. “It’s built around a high level 
of fossil preparation. There are peo-
ple working in the main museums of 
North America.

“The members are technicians and 
curators from museums and uni-
versities internationally, not only in 
the United States and Canada but 
members from all over the world,” 
he noted. “So we have here in Mor-

den a selection of the best technicians 
and curators in palaeontology from 
around North America.”

The week included a wide variety of 
presentations and workshops, and it 
started with a fi eld trip to the escarp-
ment north and west of Morden then 
concluded with a fi eld trip to Winni-
peg that included a visit to the Mani-
toba Museum.

“We stopped at the main sites that 
we know to show the geology of the 
Manitoba escarpment and where our 
fossils come from,” said Cuetara.

He recognized that there were mul-
tiple benefi ts for the attendees.

“It’s not only about teaching but 
more about brainstorming and col-
laboration between the members to 
discuss things like the best practices.”

Fox echoed that sentiment.
“We’re a small group of people from 

throughout the world,” she said. 
“Mostly in our labs, there’s maybe 
one or two people, so we tried to form 
this group to kind of share ideas and 
improve standards throughout the 
fi eld.

“We get together, and we talk about 
how we do things, diff erent methods 
and diff erent materials that we use,” 
she continued. “So we have lots of 
conversations about glue.”

They also very much appreciated 

coming to a place like Morden.
“We like to go to smaller places. It’s 

very welcoming, and it’s kind of less 
pressure than a big city,” said Fox, 
who also noted the importance of the 
CFDC. “We were very excited to come 
here ... I was really excited to see the 
collection.

“We’re really interested in seeing 
how other museums do things, and 
how can we all work together to im-
prove the standards for this kind of 
fi eld,” she said. “People have been 
telling me other researchers come 
here from all over the world ... if you 
have good fossils, people will travel 
from far and wide to do research on 
them.”

Cuetara was pleased to have the op-
portunity for the CFDC to play host.

“The annual meetings normally are 
in big cities ... we are talking about 
big museums with big facilities, so 
the fact that they selected Morden 
shows they believe that Morden is an 
important location,” he said. “It’s rec-
ognizing the importance of the collec-
tion of the Canadian Fossil Discovery 
Centre.

“This is huge for us, and it’s also the 
impact of this being in Morden with 
70 people spending a whole week 
here. We are fi lling up the hotels and 
restaurants,” he added. “We want to 
do something like this more often ... 
we can contribute to the community.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
From left: CFDC executive director Adolfo Cuetara  with Association for Materials 
and Methods for Palaeontology president Gregory Brown and vice-president 
Marilyn Fox.

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

“It’s part of our Life Studies class,” 
the teenage girl explained. “It’s sup-
posed to show us how much work it 
is to care for a real baby.”

The computer chip inside the doll 
recorded exactly how much care and 
attention the baby received, or if it 
was neglected.

“That must impact your social life a 
bit,” I chuckled.

“Not really. My little sister babysits 
a lot.” Another life lesson down the 
drain, I thought.

To be fair, the joy and anguish of 
real parenting isn’t something you 
can program into an animated doll. 

Unless there’s one that takes your car 
past curfew, screams like a banshee 
for candy, can hug you tight enough 
to forget every sleepless night, or 
melts your heart with a drawing that 
says, “I love mommy” for your fridge 
door.

We learn that sharpest words can 
come from a mouth full of braces, and 
the sweetest smiles in the world come 
without teeth.

Real parenting is hard because our 
heart is at stake, not our report card. 
We give our energy, time, fi nancial se-
curity, and basically our lives for this

 >  MORRIS BUDGET, FROM PG. 5 The town plans to contribute fi nan-
cially to the community by awarding 
monies and grants to the Valley Ag 
Society, Riverview Golf & Country 
Club, the community gardens, Red 
River Valley Food Bank, and Morris 
Area Senior Services, to name a few.

Crick is optimistic as council looks 
towards 2025’s budget. 

“The 2024 budget is somewhat 
atypical due to the timing and size 

of multiple projects occurring, [but] 
council believes [2025] will be much 
less challenging due to the comple-
tion of a number of projects, and that 
most ‘catch up’ will have happened 
in 2024.  Although we cannot predict 
things fully at this time, council’s goal 
will be to hold or reduce the amount 
of tax residents and businesses pay in 
2025.”

 >  PENNER, FROM PG. 6
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FIINN takes the stage at 
Manitou Opera House June 1
By Lorne Stelmach

There is a family dynamic in play 
when the Manitoba musical group FI-
INN takes to the stage.

The band is built around three broth-
ers —Daniel, John and Matt Baron—
who have taken their unique friend-
ship and musical talents to craft one 
of the best musical acts to come out of 
the prairies in recent years. 

As they prepared for a Saturday, 
June 1 gig at the Manitou Opera 
House with local opening act Lakes 
and Pines, they refl ected on how they 
navigate their relationship while col-
laborating on music.

“As brothers do, we weren’t always 
really the best of friends, but even-
tually, through music, we developed 
an amazing rapport of writing and 
working together,” said John. “That’s 
probably my favourite thing to do: 
write music with Dan and Matt.”

“I don’t think we have a rivalry be-
cause that would make three diff erent 
bands then,” said Matt “We’re able to 
be honest with each other in the cre-
ative process and we’re on the same 
page enough that we understand 
each other’s ideas.”

“We take our sibling rivalries out on 
the soccer fi eld,” he added.

The double bill featuring Lakes and 
Pines and FIINN will be an oppor-
tunity to take in two up-and-coming 
bands in the alt-rock/indie-rock scene 
in Manitoba. 

Lakes and Pines released their fi rst 
full-length album Peace Comes at Last 
in 2017. Its 11 tracks showcase dy-
namic compositions that delve into 
themes of nature and the human con-
dition. Each song intertwines acous-
tic roots with ambient guitars, varied 
rhythms and a prominent string sec-
tion. 

FIINN meanwhile also features 
Charlotte Friesen and Michael Dunn 
alongside the Baron brothers, and the 
fi ve of them together create haunting 
melodies, clever rhythms, and unique 
soundscapes.

FIINN was initially formed in 2014 
when it put out a folk-inspired EP. In 
2016, they changed musical direction 
and decided to write music that they 
enjoyed playing, not particularly pay-
ing attention to a specifi c genre. This 
inspired their EP Godsend in 2017 and 
then later the full-length album Try 
Me in 2021.

Now FIINN are excited to be releas-
ing the Already Gone album this com-
ing fall with a collection of songs writ-
ten with some vulnerability in mind.

Some of the biggest infl uences in FI-
INN’s music come from another local 
band, Royal Canoe, but they have a 
wide variety of musical  infl uences 
behind their sound. 

“Most of our EP songs are riddled 
with existential metaphors, histori-
cal references and references to land-
marks such as the infamous Red Riv-
er,” noted Daniel, who added that a 
change was in the works for Try Me 
with a shift in focus to writing music 
that refl ected personal experience. 
That album’s songs were written pri-

or to COVID-19’s appearance in the 
world.

“It wasn’t really by design the album 
has that theme, it just came together 
that way,” said Matt. “A lot of the 
songs cover that internal monologue.

“These are really fun songs to hear 
live, if you can imagine, and really 
fun to play,” he concluded.

Proceeds from the Manitou show 
will go towards the maintenance and 
upkeep of the opera house. 

The concert begins at 7 p.m. The 
doors and cash bar open at 6 p.m.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $15 for 
17 and under. You can call or text 204-
242- 4287 for tickets.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
FIINN, featuring siblings Daniel, John, and Matt Baron alongside Charlotte Friesen 
and Michael Dunn, perform in Manitou next month.

Auxiliary supper raises 
$23K for Altona hospital

SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The Altona Health Care Auxiliary raised about $23,000 at their Taco Buff et 
Fundraiser on May 2 at the Rhineland Pioneer Centre. “This far exceeded our 
expectations, and we are deeply grateful to the community for their support,” 
said board president Elaine Friesen, thanking the event’s sponsors as well. All 
of the proceeds are going towards the purchase of 16 ceiling lifts and two 
specialized wheelchairs for the Altona Community Memorial Health Centre. “Our 
fundraising goal is $35,000, and this is a great start,” Friesen noted. Donations 
can be sent to Altona Health Care Auxiliary, Box 660, Altona, MB, R0G 0B0

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
What’s                 story?  
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Oakview Golf & Country Club executive have been working 
on replacing the aged wooden bridge with a state of the art 
steel bridge for sometime on hole #7.
With the generous support of Elmer’s Mfg, Klassen Repair, 
LET Construction, Loadline Inc and Rosenort Credit Union, 
we were able to complete the project.
Thank you everyone for your support.

Oakview Golf & Country Club Executive

L to R Richard Klassen, Steve Friesen - Loadline,Les           
Harder- LET, Matt Hildebrand- Elmer’s Mfg, Ernie Klassen- 
Klassen Repair, Sam Giesbrecht, Vern Gevers - Rosenort 
Credit Union, Glen Wiebe- Oakview executive, Andrew 
Penner- Grounds Superintendent

Run & Walk to Remember raises over $15,000
By Lori Penner

The Curtis Klassen Memorial Fund 
(CKMF) enjoyed a record turnout at 
last Saturday’s Run & Walk to Re-
member.

Over 180 people participated in the 
5k and 10k events, which co-organiz-
er Eric Hildebrand says is a big jump 
from last year’s numbers.

“It’s just fantastic to see this kind of 
increase from previous years. I can’t 
be sure, but I have a feeling that the 
release of the documentary Altona 
might have played a part in encour-
aging more people to get on board. It 
brought back a lot of awareness about 
what took place, and how this event 
came to be.”

The weather was balmy and beau-
tiful as participants made their way 
down the trails and roadways in the 
community, past crowds of cheer-
ing fans, many ringing cowbells and 
holding signs.

“There was a slight breeze, which 
was great for the runners,” Hildeb-
rand notes.

They were from all walks of life, 
from dedicated athletes and families 
with strollers to seniors, youngsters, 
and groups walking or running to-
gether for a cause.

At the end of the day, everyone gath-
ered back at the Altona Centennial 
Park for a barbecue supplied by Sun 
Valley Co-op, with bouncers on hand 
to occupy the little ones.

“We’re very thankful for their sup-
port this year, and over all the years,” 
Hildebrand says. “As a committee, 
we are extremely grateful for the 
community support we receive for 
this event, from the phenomenal sup-
port from local businesses, as well as 
our volunteers. We couldn’t host this 
community event/fundraiser with-
out everyone involved.”

Between registrations and dona-
tions, Saturday’s fundraiser generat-
ed just over $15,000. This pushed the 
CKMF to surpass a total of $100,000 
raised over the last decade and re-in-

place where people can look for support.”

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER
The 2024 Curtis Klassen Memorial Fund Run & Walk to Remember last weekend 
raised over $15,000 for local projects.

vested back into the community. 
A fl ow-through fund of the Altona 

Community Foundation, the CKMF 
was established by a group of Klas-
sen’s friends. It supports young ath-
letes in the Altona area by helping to 
fi ll the needs of grassroots sports or-
ganizations and even a few commu-
nity projects. 

This year, they donated funds to the 
Altona Youth Soccer Program to al-
low them to purchase a set of jerseys 
for another team. 

“By us being able to facilitate that, 
they can keep their registration fees 
aff ordable,” Hildebrand says.

“Every cent that we bring in, we put 
it right back into the community,” he 
adds. “Wherever there are needs, we 
are eager and excited to be part of 
those needs.”

Smaller donations go out to other 
groups such as Altona Minor Base-
ball, who are helping some families 
with registration fees.

Community-based events and proj-
ects are also included in their giving, 
such as the play structure at the Cen-
tennial Park and the Altona Memory 
Garden.

The CKMF also off ers two annual 
high school scholarships at W.C. Mill-
er Collegiate for students pursuing 
post-secondary education with some 
interest in sports.  

“We’re always 
looking for local 
needs, and we 
encourage people 
to come forward 
with their asks,” 
Hildebrand says. 
“We want to be a 

News tip? Call 204-325-6888



WINKLER 325-5223
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

15 Thornhill St., Morden

822-5423

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

For emergencies call 911
www.winklerpolice.ca

Ph. 204-325-0829 
Administration 

Canada’s police system is one-of-a-kind

Did you know that Canada has a policing system that’s unique in 
the world? There are three distinct policing levels: municipal, pro-
vincial and federal. Each level is crucial in maintaining law and or-
der within the country.

1. Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)
At the federal level, the RCMP serves as Canada’s national police 
force. The RCMP is unique in its jurisdiction, operating at the inter-
national, federal, provincial and municipal levels. Federal police offi-
cers are responsible for enforcing federal laws, investigating crimes 
of national significance and providing specialized services such as 
border security, counterterrorism and organized crime investiga-
tions.

2. Provincial police
Provincial police services operate at the regional level, providing law 
enforcement in specific provinces or territories. While some provin-
ces have dedicated police forces, such as the Ontario Provincial Po-
lice (OPP) or the Sûreté du Québec in Quebec, others rely on 

contract policing with the RCMP. 
Provincial police officers enforce 
both provincial laws and regula-
tions, as well as federal laws within 
their jurisdiction.

3. Municipal police
At the municipal level, police ser-
vices are provided by local law en-
forcement agencies. These agencies 
are responsible for policing within 
specific cities, towns or municipa-
lities. Officers at this level handle 
various duties, including respon-
ding to emergency calls, conduc-
ting investigations and patrolling 
neighbourhoods to ensure public 
safety.

During National Police Week, 
from May 12 to 18, educate your-
self on how the police operate in 
your area and how they work col-
laboratively to ensure the safety 
and security of Canadians across 
the country.
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A stroll through nature
The trail at Lake Minnewasta was the setting last Wednesday evening for one 
of the Mental Health Week activities in Morden. Brooke Mos led a group on a 
nature photo walk as part of the programs aimed at promoting mental health 
awareness and personal well-being through relaxation, fi tness and creativity. 
Other activities included kids zumba, slow fl ow yoga, pilates, public skating, and 
a paint night.
 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
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Morden police board finalizes 
new five-year strategic plan
By Lorne Stelmach

A new strategic plan is helping to 
guide policing in Morden over the 
next fi ve years.

The Morden police board recently 
fi nalized the plan following an exten-
sive process that included a commu-
nity survey as well as consultations 
with various community stakehold-
ers.

Police board chairperson Lee Bassett 
saw the process as playing a role in 
helping the Morden Police Service to 
be both proactive as well as reactive 
in the community.

“We can’t lose sight of the fact the 
police always need to be reactive. 
There are always going to be emer-
gencies where they need to respond 
quickly and effi  ciently and eff ective-
ly,” he said. “[But] there’s some exer-
cises or roles that they can carry out 
to prevent crime.”  

The planning process began with a 
public survey in February 2023 that 
was followed by community consul-
tations late last year.

The community conversations were 
done in a roundtable format in which 

Winkler Aquatic Centre 
opens next Friday
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Aquatic Centre opens 
the doors on the 2024 season next 
week.

Opening day for the pool is Friday, 
May 24, and Winkler’s recreation pro-
grammer Meg Dias says things have 
been busy behind the scenes getting 
everything ready for it.

The facility welcomes Brooke Thies-
sen and Dean Klassen as the new 
co-aquatic programmers this sum-
mer.

“They’ve been head guards and been 
with the aquatic centre for a number 
of years now, so we’re really excited 
and they’re really excited to take over 
the helm,” Dias says. 

The pair will be backed by an expe-
rienced team of lifeguards.

“We were really lucky ... we have 
a lot of returning guards, which is 
fantastic,” Dias says, noting a former 
pool ticket clerk is moving into the 
guard position, and a few of the other 
newcomers come to the role with life-
guard experience elsewhere.

Swimming lesson registration takes 
place this week (Winkler and RM of 
Stanley residents can sign up online 
at cityofwinkler.ca on Wednesday; 
registration then opens up for every-
one else on Thursday) and, as always, 
it’s expected the prime spots will fi ll 
up fast.

“They have fi lled up quickly in the 
past, but there always are openings—
the tough part is not everybody al-
ways gets the time or the week that 
they want,” Dias says. “But we’re do-

ing our best to make sure that every-
body is accommodated.”

After a busy season of upgrades last 
year—2023 saw the installation of the 
new speed slides and a new water 
heater—there’s nothing on the pool’s 
to-do list as far as capital projects go 
for this summer.

“In terms of the maintenance side 
of things, we don’t have anything 
big happening this year,” Dias says. 
“We’ve done some of the cosmetic 
touch-ups that we do leading up to 
pool season, but nothing major.”

The pool’s pair of old hot tubs re-
main closed, though they have not yet 
been removed. Those were shut down 
last summer after years of fi nicky op-
eration and will not be replaced.

On the scheduling front, Dias says 
they have a great lineup of programs 
on tap for the months ahead.

“We’ll have Adapt the Fun [for chil-
dren with special needs] as we have 
in past years, Senior Swim we will 
still be off ering. We’re looking at of-
fering a couple of extra Parent and Tot 
swims, potentially on the weekends.”

The aquatic centre also received a 
grant that will allow them to host 
special swim sessions for participants 
from Gateway Resources as well as 
free sessions for families who might 
not otherwise have the opportunity to 
access the pool.

Swim Smart Day is also scheduled 
to take place during National Drown-
ing Prevention Week (July 21-27).

Stay tuned to the Winkler Aquatic 
Centre’s social media pages for de-
tails on these and other upcoming 

programs and special events.

SUMMER DAY CAMP
In addition to the various pool pro-

grams, Dias notes that the City of Win-
kler Recreation Department is also of-
fering nine weeks of themed summer 
day camp fun this year for kids age 
6-9 and 10-12 in July and August.

The camps will run from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. weekdays and include games, 
sports, swimming, art, music, and 
more at a price of $125 per week per 
child ($100 per four-day week due to 

holidays).
“There’s a few of them that are al-

most at capacity, which is awesome,” 
Dias says, urging families to book 
their slot sooner rather than later to 
avoid disappointment.

Weekly themes include Canadiana, 
Outdoor Explorer, Triple Treat, Water 
World, Summer Olympics, Art-Ven-
ture, Colour Challenge, Game Show 
Mania, and a season-ending Mash Up 
Week.

Registration details are available on-
line at themeridiancentre.ca.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The Winkler Aquatic Centre kicks off  the season with a splash on Friday, May 24.

Continued on page 13
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The herbicide active ingredients to be used include:

Environment and Climate Change
Environmental Approvals Branch 

14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35)
Winnipeg, Manitoba   R3Y 0L6 

Gov. general art award a “crowning achievement” for artist with Plum Coulee roots
By Lori Penner

As a little girl, Grace Nickel spent 
many happy hours exploring the 
trees surrounding her parents’  farm 
near Plum Coulee. 

“It was really just a wind shelter, so 
all the trees had been planted,” the 
award-winning ceramic artist recalls.

“But to me, it was a magical forest, 
where I had all sorts of imaginative 
play. In a busy home with six children, 
this was my happy place. It shows the 
power of the child’s mind. When I tap 
into all those early infl uences now, I 
can see how so much of the things I 
create started there.”

She learned the value of hard work 
on that farm, where sustainability 
wasn’t a new concept—it was a way 
of life. 

“We had a huge garden. Everything 
was produced on those 10 acres. It 

just was what it was.”
Her father also owned an excavating 

company, but still found time for cre-
ativity. 

“He had sketchbooks lying around 
and did a lot of drawing. He was also 
a musician. As a child, it seemed quite 
natural.”

Nickel’s parents encouraged her in-
terest in drawing. 

“They bought me books, and I grad-
uated to pastels. There weren’t any 
formal art classes in school at the 
time.”

Her earliest fascination with clay be-
gan at the site of her father’s excava-
tions. 

“I watched him dig and became 
aware of the beauty of Manitoba 
clay,” she recalls. “The texture and 
the movement. Those things stay 
with you. Those were the early begin-
nings.”

After high school, Nickel travelled 
across Europe, and decided to be-
come an art teacher. 

“I didn’t have the confi dence to 
think I could be a professional artist. I 
loved school, so I started with a bach-
elor of education program in fi ne arts, 
but I soon realized that was not for 
me. Sculpture was not on campus at 
that time, so I chose ceramics and be-
came enamored of it. There was quite 
a dedicated bunch of us, who practi-
cally lived at the studio.”

After college, her love of clay con-
tinued, but it was a long road. Nickel 
eventually found herself working at 
the Winnipeg Art Gallery, in their stu-
dio program. 

“When I left the gallery, I always 
had teaching jobs in the arts, includ-
ing a mentoring program for emerg-
ing women artists. But I always made 
sure I found the time and energy for 
the studio.”

When the University of Manitoba 
implemented a master’s in fi ne arts 
degree, Nickel spent two years in 
Nova Scotia for her graduate studies. 
It was here that her love of trees and 
her craft united.  

“I was inspired by Point Pleasant 
Park. It had been hit by Hurricane 
Juan three years earlier, and 70,000 
trees had been damaged. The people 
there were still devastated. I walked 
in the park and knew immediately 
that was going to be the focus of my 
thesis.”

The result was a tribute to the park 
called, Devastatus Rememorari. The 
porcelain forms are pieced together 

in sections, symbolizing nature’s at-
tempt to mend and rebuild the rav-
aged trees. The installation went on 
to become a permanent collection at 
the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia.

Nickel’s 40-year art career is focused 
on sculptural ceramics and installa-
tion. She has gone on to claim numer-
ous awards in competition and her 
work can be found in permanent col-
lections in Japan, China, and Taiwan. 
She’s also had numerous solo exhibi-
tions in Canada including at the Win-
nipeg Art Gallery and at Altona’s Gal-
lery in the Park.

Last year, the ceramic artist was 
awarded Canada’s most prestigious 
distinction in fi ne crafts:  the Saidye 
Bronfman Award,  one of eight prizes 
in the Governor General’s Awards in 
Visual and Media Arts.

Nickel received a $25,000 prize and 
a bronze medallion and her contribu-
tion to contemporary visual arts was 
honoured by the Canadian Museum 
of History.

“For a woman of my generation to 
become a professional artist and a 
full professor at a university is a big 
accomplishment,” Nickel refl ected. 
“And now, receiving a GGArts is a 
crowning achievement. I’m also pret-
ty sure that I’m the only Saidye Bron-
fman Award recipient who grew up 
in Plum Coulee, Manitoba, the same 
rural community as Saidye Bronfman 
herself. This is something I’m ex-
tremely proud of.”

Today, Nickel continues to teach 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO BY MICHAEL ZAJAC
Ceramic artist Grace Nickel is coming home to Plum Coulee this summer for an 
exhibition of her work at the Prairieview Elevator Museum.

Continued on page 13
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participants were asked what they 
felt were the biggest challenges in 
regards to public safety and what 
policing values they wanted to see 
from the local department.

“We need to understand what the 
community needs in order to devel-
op our strategic plan,” said Bassett, 
who emphasized their aim was to 
gather a better understanding of the 
needs of the community.

They place a lot of importance on 
working collaboratively with the 
police in setting priorities and ob-
jectives.

“It really did take a lot of work, 
and it did take a lot of input from 
the community to put the plan to-
gether,” Bassett said.

The mission set out in the plan is 
to reduce crime and provide a safe 
environment through strategic po-
licing and strong community part-
nerships. It outlines four key areas: 
keep our streets safe through edu-
cation and enforcement, promote 
community policing and partner-
ships, enforce drug laws, and sus-
tain our workforce. 

Bassett said they feel they have a 
number of good things happening 
such as the Citizens on Patrol Pro-
gram as well as the community re-
source offi  cer who goes into schools 
and meets with students and staff .

“There was a resounding theme 
that we heard, and that was the 
need to promote community polic-
ing and partnerships. We did make 
that a priority,” she said. “One way 

that we’re doing that is by having 
a community resource offi  cer, and 
that is Jeff  Forster, who has been 
really instrumental in keeping the 
Morden Police Service in touch with 
our youth and also with working 
with other community organiza-
tions.”

Bassett noted they have also placed 
priority on ongoing monitoring of 
what is happening and being done.

“We are receiving some great 
feedback and starting to see some 
results,” she suggested.  “One oth-
er thing we have done with this 
strategic plan is we’ve made sure 
to establish metrics that tell us how 
we’re doing and if we should be do-
ing better and if we are on the right 
track.”

Bassett encouraged anyone who is 
interested to get involved even by 
participating in any of the regular 
meetings of the police board, with 
the next one set for June 20 at 3 p.m. 
at the Morden Civic Centre. 

As well, the key points of the stra-
tegic plan can be found on the Mor-
den Police Service website.

“Anyone can come to our meet-
ings to see what we are doing and 
to have their voice heard,” she said. 
“The community has a say in what 
they need from our police service. 
Our chief is very receptive to the 
community’s comments, sugges-
tions. We want to hear from people.

“It’s not just the police service’s 
responsibility. It’s all our responsi-
bility to keep our community safe.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Grace Nickel’s work as exhibited at the National Gallery of Canada in conjunction 
with her Governor General’s Award in 2023. In the foreground is the piece “Pyres 
with Lifelines” while in the background are her latest works titled “Commemorative 
Cameos,” which are inspired by historical Anabaptist pottery. Each ceramic cameo 
hangs on a printed fabric backdrop.

at the University of Manitoba, and 
works at a studio in Winnipeg’s Ex-
change District.

She recently developed a fascination 
for Anabaptist pottery. In 2023, she 
took part in a six-week residency at 
the International Ceramics Studio in 
Hungary, learning about Haban ce-
ramics, which originated in central 
Europe during the 16th century by 

Anabaptist artists.
Nickel’s next exhibition will take 

place this summer at the Prairieview 
Elevator Museum in Plum Coulee. 

“It feels like coming full circle,” she 
said, noting that she plans to display 
some of her work in Anabaptist tra-
ditions.

Looking back, she says she’s been 
incredibly fortunate to have a career 
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path that allowed her to follow her 
passions.   

“It’s really a lot of hard work; there’s 
no magic to it. It’s putting the time in, 
with the courage and conviction to 
keep that level high. That’s the realis-
tic image of the artist’s journey. I do a 
lot of mentoring for emerging artists. 
It’s important to encourage and guide 

and you need the affi  rmation, espe-
cially in those early stages. It’s part of 
a process, and I’ll just keep doing it. 
I’ve been fortunate to be recognized,” 
she said, adding, “A walk in the for-
est is still one of my favourite things. 
Growing up, I had a pretend forest, 
and I’ll always be grateful for that.”
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Servings: 12
1 cup whole milk
1/2 cup Premier Protein Strawber-

ries & Cream Protein Shake
1/4 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 large egg, lightly beaten
2/3 cup creamy peanut butter
2 cups heavy whipping cream
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 cup sugar-free strawberry jelly
In large, heavy saucepan, heat milk, 

protein shake, brown sugar and salt 
until bubbles form around sides of pan. 

Recipe courtesy of “Chelsea’s Messy 
Apron”

Servings: 8
1 large sweet potato
1 bag (10 ounces) dark chocolate 

chips, plus additional for topping (op-
tional)

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

1/4 cup coconut sugar
1 Premier Protein Chocolate Protein 

Shake
“Caramel” Sauce:
3 tablespoons coconut oil (measured 

when solid)
3 tablespoons real maple syrup
1 1/2 tablespoons almond butter

1/4 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Wash and scrub sweet potato. Pierce 

with fork several times. Place on micro-
wave-safe plate and microwave 5 min-

-
low to cool.

In microwave-safe bowl, microwave 

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 6
6 slices Coleman Natural Hickory 

Smoked Bacon
6 wooden skewers
1 teaspoon Mexican spice blend 
prepared Bloody Marys
Preheat oven to 400 F.
Wrap one bacon slice diagonally 

Peanut Butter Jelly Ice Cream

Chocolate Ice Cream 
with “Caramel” Sauce

Chile Bacon Straws

Whisk small amount of hot mixture into 
egg. Return to pan, whisking constantly.

Cook and stir over low heat until mix-
ture thickens and coats back of spoon. 
Remove from heat; whisk in peanut 
butter. Quickly transfer to bowl; place 
in ice water and stir 2 minutes. Stir in 
cream and vanilla. Press wax paper onto 
surface of custard. Refrigerate several 
hours or overnight.

Fill cylinder of ice cream freezer 2/3 
full; freeze according to manufacturer’s 
directions.

When ice cream is frozen, spoon into 
freezer container, layering with jelly; 
freeze 2-4 hours before serving.

chocolate chips in 20-second incre-
ments, stirring between each increment 
until smooth and melted. Set aside.

Remove sweet potato skin and thor-
oughly mash. Pack into 3/4 cup mea-
suring cup. Place in large blender.

Add melted chocolate to blender along 
with vanilla, sea salt, coconut sugar and 
chocolate protein shake.

Place lid on blender and blend on high 
at least 1 minute, or until ingredients are 
smooth and incorporated.

Transfer to ice cream maker and pre-
pare according to manufacturer’s direc-
tions then transfer to airtight container 
and freeze 2-3 hours.

To make “caramel” sauce: In micro-
wave-safe bowl, microwave coconut 
oil and syrup 30 seconds. Stir and mi-
crowave 30 seconds, or until melted 
and smooth. Stir in almond butter and 
whisk until smooth. Add sea salt and 
vanilla extract; whisk to combine.

Set “caramel” sauce aside at room 
temperature about 30 minutes. Top ice 
cream with sauce and additional choco-
late chips, if desired.

around each skewer, making sure to 
overlap edges of bacon so there are no 
gaps. Don’t wrap too tightly or it will be 

-
sure each end of bacon ends up on same 
side of skewer.

Place each wrapped skewer on wire 
rack set over sheet pan with end seams 
down. Sprinkle spice blend over each 
skewer.

Bake 25-30 minutes until bacon is 
brown, crispy and fully cooked to give 
straws their shape. Remove from oven 
and allow to cool.

Gently slide skewers out of each straw 
using twisting motion.

Insert straws into Bloody Marys.

Dear Money Lady,  
I need to purchase a new car this year 

and I am not sure if I should invest in an 
EV, Hybrid, or regular vehicle.  What do 
you think?  Thanks, Gord.

Hi Gord, this is a great question 
and one I think a lot of Canadians 
are wondering since the Canadian 
government mandated that all light-
duty vehicle sales be 100% electric 
by 2035.  The problem for me is the 
current costs of EV’s.  Now that vehi-
cle pricing is truly the second high-
est investment purchase a Canadian 
will make next to buying a home, is 
it worth it to invest in electric vehi-
cles now?  Maybe not.

Most vehicles have a life span of 10+ 
years and to get the most value out 
of your purchase, you should plan to 
keep it this long.  The problem is, we 

-
tric switch over date and the current 
vehicle manufacturers really aren’t 

vehicles at competitive pricing yet.  
Yes, we are provided with rebate of-
fers from every province to encour-
age us to “buy-in,” but we still have 
the issues with the scarcity of EV 
charging stations, especially in rural 
areas.  The best-selling car today is 
actually not a car at all, rather it re-
mains a light truck.  The Ford F-150, 
Chevrolet 1500 and Dodge Ram 1500 
series of light trucks (or pickup’s) 
are still our North American best-
sellers.  Today, electric vehicles sales 
only make up approximately 10% 
annually and most automakers rely 

-
ized from their light-truck sales to 

Toyota, the world’s largest automak-
er, has announced that for every EV 
produced, they can make 10 or more 
hybrids with much less impact to 
the earth than the energy required to 
mine and extract precious rare earth 
minerals from the ground which is 
what constitutes the average EV bat-
tery. 

The Canadian government now of-
fers up to $5,000 in rebates towards 
the purchase of a fully electric or 
plug-in hybrid electric vehicle.  It’s a 
good idea to check the Government 
of Canada website under “Incentives 
for Zero-Emission Vehicles” since 
not all vehicles qualify for this full 
rebate and there will be variations 
to the amount if you plan to lease 
your new purchase.  To be honest, in 
my opinion, you can still get a better 
deal on a regular gas vehicle today, 
but if your budget allows, it would 

be a good idea to consider a hybrid 

option.  Plan to keep this vehicle for 
at least 10 years to get your money’s
worth out of it.  Remember that most
new car sale markups start at 7%-8%
and dealerships are more willing to
haggle on their pricing at the end of
the month.  Aim for a 3%-4% reduc-
tion in the list price of the vehicle
and be prepared to walk if the sales 
manager won’t bend.  Guaranteed, if 
they know you are a serious buyer, 
they will give in to this reduction 
in pricing, (a hint from one of my 
friends who is been in the new car 
sales business for over 20 years).

If you are leasing your vehicle and 

EV or hybrid.  This will give you the 
opportunity to “try it out” since you
will most likely be trading in your
vehicle after 3-5 years anyway.  One
thing you need to watch out for – if 
this is your 2nd or 3rd lease, make 
sure the car dealer discharges the 
old lease and sets up a new one.  I
have seen many times in the past,
when we have pulled credit bureaus 
for clients wanting loans at the bank,
that they have had multiple leases 
registered to their name.  This is a 

hinder your prospects of acquiring 
future credit.  Each lease must be 
clearly discharged, not transferred.
By transferring a lease to a new ve-
hicle, it creates two lease payments 
on a client’s credit report, one for 
the old vehicle (not discharged but
still registered with the VIN num-
ber) and one for the new vehicle.  Be
careful.

Written by Christine Ibbotson, Au-
thor, Finance Writer, National Radio 
Host, and now on CTV Morning Live, 
and CTV News @6 syndicated across
Canada.  Send your questions through 
her website at askthemoneylady.ca

Christine Ibbotson

Ask the money lady
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From Latin dance to farming: a tale of agricultural passion
By Lori Penner

In a surprising turn of events, Cher-
ilyn Jolly-Nagel traded her dance 
shoes for work boots, leaving behind 
a thriving career as a Latin dance in-
structor at Club Med to embark on a 
new journey in agriculture, much to 

the shock of her friends and family.
Refl ecting on that decision more 

than two decades later, Jolly-Nagel, 
formerly the president of the West-
ern Canadian Wheat Growers Asso-
ciation, said, “I left a dream job, and 
when I fell in love with agriculture, 
I found my other dream job. I loved 
what I was doing, but it was a person-
al challenge to fi nd my place on the 
farm.”

Little did she know that her encoun-
ter with her high school sweetheart 
and her newfound love for agricul-

ture would redefi ne her career trajec-
tory.

Today, alongside her husband Da-
vid, Jolly-Nagel manages a bustling 
family farm in Mossbank, Saskatche-
wan. But her contributions to the ag-
ricultural world don’t end there. She 
has become a prominent voice in the 
industry, hosting Farm Show TV and 
engaging audiences across the coun-
try on various agriculture-related top-
ics.

However, Jolly-Nagel’s journey 
hasn’t been without its hurdles. She 

recalls a time when morale among 
producers was low, and the agricul-
tural industry faced skepticism and 
disinterest from the public.

“When I got into agriculture, I didn’t 
know that farmers are their own 
worst enemy. At that time, I realized it 
wasn’t the general population losing 
enthusiasm for the agricultural indus-
try, it was the farmers themselves.”

“Newspapers shared nothing but 
doom and gloom fi nancial projec-

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Cherilyn Jolly-Nagel believes it’s time to 
share the good stories about farming, 
and educate the public on what the 
modern farmer actually does. 

Continued on page 16
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tions. There were no jobs and no young people who want-
ed to be part of it. When I graduated, farming was not 
a popular career choice. And yet, there I was, massively 
gung-ho to join the ranks of the farming crew.”

Over the next 20 years, agricultural policy became her 
focus.

“I should have known that was going to be my fate be-
cause I always loved to argue. I will forever be in debt 
to the Western Canadian Wheat Growers Association that 
welcomed me to that table with zero experience. They let 
me cut my teeth on the policy issues that we were work-
ing so hard at, and represent that organization. I had the 
enthusiasm they needed.”

Over the years, Jolly-Nagel has tirelessly advocated for 
the industry, emphasizing the importance of promoting 
its practices. She highlights the need to bridge the gap be-
tween farmers and the public, dispelling misconceptions 
and building trust through open dialogue and shared val-
ues.

She admits that she grossly underestimated the impor-
tance of building relationships with the public and show-
ing them how much farmers truly care about the land and 
the environment and the safety of our food system.

“I took for granted that because my family has been 
farming some of the same land for more than 100 years, 
that was enough to gain their trust. We thought we were 
always going to have their trust. And we just walked out 

of the tractor one day and wondered why doesn’t any-
body trust us? And we didn’t realize that we needed to be 
building a relationship with the public fi rst.”

So much of the confusion stems from public perception. 
Or rather, misconception.

“Most consumers picture farms as that little red barn 
and farming practices from 50 years ago. And we have not 
done enough of the eff ort to bring them back up to the 
present day. Agriculture has gone through tremendous 
technological change. From precision planting to drone 
technology. It’s the most scientifi cally advanced industry 
on the globe. The public doesn’t know how we’re farming, 
but even more, they don’t know who is farming.”

Misinformation runs rampant, she says.
“We haven’t done a good job explaining not only what 

we do in agriculture, but who is doing it. We just never 
took a lot of time to fi ll in that gap.

“Canadians are now two generations removed from the 
family farm. From having relatives on the farm, to losing 
the common sense of how food is grown. If they’re only 
getting their information online, what are they fi nding? 
It’s not good. If they look up meat, it’s bad. GMOs are the 
worst. Pesticides. Sugar is bad. Chemicals are bad. Every-
thing they read online about farming is bad.”

How do we change it? Sharing your values, Jolly-Nagel 
says, is three to fi ve times more eff ective with building 
trust than sharing scientifi c facts and expertise.

“We don’t take a minute during the day to think about 
the values that are behind every decision we make on the 

farm. I would suggest if you’re using 
fungicides, and you don’t know why, 
you shouldn’t use them. If you real-
ly haven’t taken a minute about why 
you use pesticides and why choose 
to grow genetically modifi ed canola, 
then maybe that privilege won’t be 
there forever. And I realized if I don’t 
really know why I need access to fer-
tilizer, that privilege can go away real 
fast.”

When those horror stories hit the 
media, producers are forced to react 
to them.

Jolly-Nagel says farmers need to get 
to a place where they can promote the 
industry rather than always being on 
the defence.

“Start sharing stories about life on 
the farm. I spend much of my time 
speaking to an urban audience and 
sharing the good news stories and I 
encourage you to do the same.”

By sharing stories of life on the 
farm and championing the values 
that guide their decisions, Jolly-Na-
gel believes they can shape a brighter 
future for agriculture and inspire the 
next generation of proud farmers.

“We all agree it’s important that the 
next generation is proud of the agri-
cultural industry and a part of that 
heritage is acknowledging the role 
that farmers need to play. We must 
share the good news stories and put 
our values fi rst. Those tools that we 
have available to us are a privilege. 
And if you’re using one of those tools 
today, on your farm, think about it 
as a privilege so that the next gener-
ation will continue to be able to use 
it. When I think of all the tools that 
can be taken away, it’s a pretty bleak 
future for the next generation.”

“Start sharing stories about life on the farm”
From Pg. 15

What’s                 story?  

Call 204-325-6888
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A rocky start to the season for Orioles, Bisons
By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Orioles and Al-
tona Bisons both opened their MJBL 
seasons with a pair of losses last 
weekend.

The opening day showcase Saturday 
in Winnipeg saw the Orioles fall 4-1 to 
the Carillon Sultans and 15-11 to the 
Interlake Blue Jays, while the Bisons 
lost 11-3 to the Blue Jays and 12-0 to 
the Sultans.

Hits were 7-3 in Carillon’s favour 

against the Orioles, who had Owen 
Goertzen on the mound; he allowed 
four runs on six hits while striking 
out eight over four innings.

It was a wide open aff air between 
Pembina Valley and Interlake with 
the hits 15-13 for the Orioles, who 
opened with fi ve runs in fi rst inning. 
Interlake countered with three in the 
second and fi ve in the fourth and 
sealed it with a grand slam home run 
in the seventh inning.

Mike Heppner took the loss with 

seven runs on fi ve hits in one and two 
thirds of an inning. Sam Blatz started 
on the mound and allowed eight runs 
on eight hits over fi ve innings.

In the Bisons’ loss to Interlake, hits 
were 9-3 for the Blue Jays with the 
turning point being fi ve runs on three 
hits in the top of the fi fth inning.

Maddux Mateychuk pitched four in-
nings, giving up six runs on three hits 
while striking out nine.

Altona then got tagged for four er-
rors while having a 9-6 edge in hits 

in the shutout loss to Carillon, which 
drove in eight runs on four hits in the 
top of the fourth. In three and one 
third innings, Nolan Marriott gave up 
11 runs on seven hits while striking 
out six.

This week had the Orioles set to 
head back to Winnipeg Wednesday to 
face the Elmwood Giants, while the 
Bisons are off  until they host the Ori-
oles next week Friday, May 24.

PHOTOS BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE
Top row, the Morden Thunder lost 3-0 to a strong Boissevain/Wawanesa  (Co-op) team in the semi fi nals of the W.C. Miller Baseball Classic high school tournament held 
May 10 and 11. Boissevain/Wawanesa (Co-op) defeated the Steinbach Regional Sabres 9-0 to win the Manitoba High Schools Athletic Assoc. tournament. The Bottom 
row, Northlands Parkway Nighthawks lost 15-10 against the Steinbach Regional Sabres in the semi fi nals. Other teams competing included the Stonewall Rams, W.C. 
Miller Aces, River East Kodiaks, and the Lord Selkirk Royals. 

Lots of action at boys high school baseball tourney
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By Ty Dilello 

On May 12, the U15 Central Energy team earned 
two big victories in the Manitoba Premier Softball 
League (MSPL) standings when they dismantled 
Smitty’s Terminators in both games of their double-
header by 11-2 and 20-0 counts. 

With the wins, U15 Central Energy moves to sec-
ond place in the MPSL standings with a record of 
3-1. 

“Hot bats and great pitching today made us tough 
to beat,” said U15 Central Energy coach Kevin Per-
rin. “We are a skilled group of athletes who are fun 
to coach, and I’m excited to see how far we can take 
this team. The season has started off  with a bang, 
going three wins and one loss to start, with only 
giving up two hits in the game we lost.”

In the fi rst game, Mya Richard collected three hits 
in three at-bats as Central Energy cruised to an 11-2 
win. She tripled in the second inning, doubled in 
the fi rst inning, and singled in the fourth inning. 
Central Energy scored seven runs on multiple hits 
in the second inning on the way to victory. And 
Shyanne Goertzen earned the win for the team as 
she only gave up four hits and two runs over three 
and one-third innings, striking out seven and walk-
ing two people. 

Game 2 of the doubleheader saw Ella Conrad 
collect three hits in three at-bats as Central Energy 
won again by a 20-0 scoreline. Conrad doubled and 
singled in the fi rst inning and added another single 
in the third inning. Addison Nikkel earned the win 
for Central Energy on the mound as the lefty gave 

up one hit and zero runs over four innings, striking 
out eight and walking none.

The U15 Central Energy team is off  to Calgary this 
weekend for the May Long Invitational Tourna-
ment and looks forward to competing against some 
strong competition. They will return to MPSL ac-
tion on May 25 with a doubleheader (12 noon and 
2 p.m.) against the Interlake Phillies at Quarry Park 
in Stonewall. 

The U13 Central Energy team was also in action 
over the weekend as they dropped both games of 
its doubleheader with Smitty’s Terminators by 8-7 
scores in both games. 

In the fi rst game of the doubleheader, Kelsey Dyck 
led the Energy with two hits in an 8-7 loss. Central 
Energy trailed early but took the lead in the top of 
the sixth. Lindsay French grounded out, scoring 
three runs, to give Central the lead, 7-6. The Ter-
minators scored on a passed ball, which helped 
Smitty’s tie the game at seven in the bottom of the 
sixth and go on to eventual victory. Dyck led things 
off  in the circle for Central Energy. The left-handed 
pitcher gave up four hits and two runs over three 
innings, striking out fi ve and walking none. 

In the second game, Central Energy once again 
outhit Smitty’s eight to four but again fell 8-7 in the 
fi nal score. Hailey Baldwin led Central Energy with 
two hits in three at-bats. They fought back in the 
game after falling behind by fi ve runs in the fi rst 
inning, but the comeback fell just short. Collins 
Vrooman started the game for Central Energy in 
the circle and gave up two hits and seven runs (fi ve 
earned) over three innings, striking out fi ve and 

walking six. Brady Wiebe pitched three innings, al-
lowing two hits and accumulating three strikeouts. 

The U13 Central Energy falls to last place in the 
MPSL standings now with a record of 1-5. The U13 
squad is back in action with a game at 2 p.m. on 
June 1 at Stonewall’s Quarry Park against the Inter-
lake Phillies.  

The Central Energy U17 team had the weekend 
off  but will return to the diamond on May 18 with 
a doubleheader against the Smitty’s Terminators at 
12 noon and 2 p.m. in Morden on Diamond 2. 

Central Energy’s U15 pitcher Addison Nikkel earned 
the 20-0 shutout win in Game 2 against the Smitty’s 
Terminators Sunday afternoon. 

U15 Central Energy earns two big wins over the weekend

First of three speedway race weekends coming up May 25-26
By Lorne Stelmach

The roar of the engines will soon be 
heard at Dead Horse Creek Speedway, 
and the Valley Motorsports Associa-
tion is excited to get racing underway 
again at the track west of Morden.

“We’re still pretty new at this ... but 
we’ve got one season under our belt, 
and we learned a lot. We’re going to 
keep at it and continue fi nding ways 
to improve it,” said president Chris 
Unrau. “There was pent up demand 
here for a long time. There’s a lot of 
gearheads in this area, and motor-
sports is hugely popular ... people  
need a place for it.”

The association formed as a not-
for-profi t corporation in 2023 and 
took over operation of the former 
ALH Motor Speedway. It’s made up 
of a group of grassroots enthusiasts 
whose mission is to advance motor-
sports for the enjoyment of the region.

A lot of their eff orts last summer fo-
cused on revitalizing the track, start-
ing with reshaping and resurfacing 
it, and there are more improvements 
being made this year.

“We’ve put quite a bit of time and 
energy and eff ort into further im-
provements to the facility,” said Un-

rau.
“We’ve got some permanent lighting 

that’s getting installed. Little Morden 
Service has come forward to sponsor 
a lap leaderboard so we can see how 
many laps remaining in each race and 
what position are the top four at any 
time, so that’s really exciting.

“We’re going to have a large LED 
video screen this year,” he added. 
“We’re also hoping to move towards 
some kind of a streaming opera-
tion where we would get the races 
streamed live online ... I’m not quite 
sure when we will get there, but that 
is a goal.”

Three weekend special events are on 
tap for 2024.

The McNaught Cadillac Cup will 
be May 25-26 and will include the at-
tendance of the Northern Late Model 
Racing Association with a top level of 
late model competitors.  

“That’s the best of the best in the re-
gion ... the top late model drivers from 
North Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Manitoba,” said Unrau. “It will 
bring the top competitors and the top 
high-powered cars. I can’t stress with 
enough excitement how big of a deal 
it is to have the NLRA come here to 

our track.”
The GVE Deere Run will go July 5-6 

featuring the Watermelon Cup mod-
ifi ed special as well as the Brad Wall 
Memorial. 

Closing out the season then in con-
junction with the Corn and Apple 
Festival is the Proven Seed King of the 
Corn Aug. 23-24.

“It’s very exciting. We had such a 
great response from the community 
last year that we decided to expand a 
little bit to three race weekends,” said 
Unrau, noting they are grateful to 

have all three races fully sponsored.
“The response from the community 

has been fabulous, and what we hear 
is that there’s a lot of people planning 
to come out to these events this year.”

Tickets are on sale at the Gardenland 
Co-op convenience store locations 
as well as online. Unrau encouraged 
people to get their tickets early.

“The sense I get in the community 
is that there are a lot of people who 
want to come out.”

More information is available online 
at deadhorsecreekspeedway.ca.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The Dead Horse Creek Speedway holds its fi rst weekend of races May 25-26 with 
the McNault Cadillac Cup.
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Winkler Flyers 2-1 at 
Centennial Cup
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers are 2-1 in the 
opening games of the Centennial 
Cup.

The team punched their ticket to the 
national competition by winning their 
fi rst MJHL title in 26 years last month, 
downing the Steinbach Pistons in four 
straight games.

In their fi rst game of the national 
championship last Thursday, the Fly-
ers downed the Sioux Lookout Bomb-
ers 4-2.

Dalton Andrew scored all four of 
Winkler’s goals to lead the Flyers to 
victory and earn himself a player of 
the game nod. 

Malachi Klassen made 19 saves in 
net as the Flyers outshot the Bombers 
48-19.

Game two put them up against the 
Melfort Mustangs Saturday. The close 
match saw Winkler up 2-0 after 20 
minutes thanks to goals from Jakob 

Jones and Brody Beauchemin.
That lead became a tie in the second 

period when the Mustangs scored 
three to Winkler’s one (Connor Jen-
sen).

Both teams found the mark twice 
in the third. Winkler’s came courtesy 
of Andrew and Zach Nicolas to force 
what proved to be a fruitless over-
time.

The shootout went the Mustangs’ 
way to give them the win 6-5.

On Monday, the Flyers squared off  
against the Oakville Blades.

A scoreless opening frame was fol-
lowed by Winkler scoring two unan-
swered goals in the second, courtesy 
of Andrew and James Richards.

Avery Anderson and Nicolas McKee 
fi red home two empty-net goals in the 
game’s fi nal minutes to give Winkler 
the win 4-0.

Klassen got the shutout in net, turn-
ing away all 24 shots he faced. His 
teammates sent 29 the other way.

The Flyers were scheduled to face 
off  against the Miramichi Timber-
wolves Tuesday  night. Results were 

not available at press time.
The playoff s get underway this 

weekend.

 PHOTO BY HEATHER POLLOCK/HOCKEYCANADA
The Winkler Flyers downed the Sioux Lookout Bombers 4-2 in their opening game 
at the Centennial Cup last week.

By Kieran Reimer

Sanford’s Carter Sotheran is causing 
a stir in the playoff s of the Western 
Hockey League.

The 2023 fi fth-round draft pick for 
the Philadelphia Flyers has been a 
dominant presence on the Portland 
Winterhawks’ defence throughout 
the entire season.  Sotheran is a key 
reason the team will play in the WHL 
Championship.

Standing tall at 6’3, 198 pounds on 
the blue line, Sotheran can be found 
making plays all over the ice while 
having a sense of when to jump into 
a play or stay back.

In his second season with the club, 
the 18-year-old defenceman scored 13 
goals and 27 assists in 66 regular-sea-
son games and is continuing to im-
prove in the playoff s, where he has 4 
goals and 7 assists in 15 games and a 
plus-20 rating.

“My skating has gotten a lot better, 
and a lot smoother,” said Sotheran 
following a 2-1 double overtime vic-
tory over the Prince George Cougars 
that sent the Winterhawks to the 

WHL Championship. 
“Just confi dence, playing with the 

puck, having poise, stuff  like that. 
That’s my biggest improvement since 
the off -season.”

Sotheran’s Winterhawks features 
one of the most stacked rosters in the 
WHL, with multiple 100-point play-
ers and seven NHL draft picks.

In the regular season, the Winter-
hawks fi nished fi rst in the WHL’s 
U.S. Division and third in the league 
overall.

During the playoff s, they swept the 
fi rst two rounds against the Victoria 
Royals and Everett Silvertips before 
eliminating the Cougars in six games 
in the semi-fi nals.

Sotheran points to his team’s tight 
bond, which for some Winterhawks 
players dates back to the 2019-20 sea-
son when some of their current play-
ers joined the team.

“It’s easy just knowing each oth-
er and having each other’s backs,” 
said Sotheran. “The depth we have 
is pretty crazy the way anyone can 
go out there and do their thing and 
put pucks in the back of the net, play 

good defence, and it’s been kicking 
for us all season. It’s been a good year, 
and everything is coming together 
full circle.”

The Winterhawks are one of the 
more Manitoba-heavy teams in WHL 
with four players from across the 
province.

Winnipeg’s Alex Thompson and 
Russell’s Ryder Thompson play 
alongside Sotheran on the backend, 
while Birtle’s Aiden Sotas has been 
absent from the forward group all 
season with injury.

For them, representing their prov-
ince is something they are embracing 
as Moose Jaw features only one Man-
itoban in Dominion City’s Denton 
Mateychuk.

“It’s a huge honour,” said Sotheran. 
“Being from Manitoba, not a lot of 
guys are left (in the playoff s) so just 
trying to represent my town and my 
province is a huge thing for me and 
hopefully we can take it all the way.”

The Winterhawks now head to 
Moose Jaw, SK for games three and 
four where they will aim to even up 
the best-of-seven series.

Games three and four will go Tues-
day and Wednesday night at 9 p.m. 
central time from Moose Jaw Events 
Centre.

The winner of the series will repre-
sent the WHL in the 104th Memorial 
Cup in Saginaw, MI at the end of the 
month. 

Carter Sotheran

Sotheran leads Winterhawks to WHL finals 

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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By Kieran Reimer 

Dominion City’s Denton Mateychuk 
is off  to the Western Hockey League 
Championship. His Moose Jaw War-
riors defeated the Saskatoon Blades in 
overtime of game seven by a score of 
3-2 Wednesday night. 

Lynden Lakovic was the overtime 
hero for Moose Jaw scoring the game 
winner only 36 seconds into overtime 
on a backhand shot from the goal line 
that fooled Blades goaltender Evan 
Gardner.

The Warriors are now set for a best-
of-seven series against the Portland 
Winterhawks with a WHL Champi-
onship and a trip to Saginaw, MI for 
the 104th Memorial Cup on the line.

Mateychuk has been a force for the 
Warriors’ blueline all playoff s scoring 
8 goals and 19 assists for 27 points. He 
is tied with teammate Jagger Firkus 
for the WHL’s playoff  points lead. His 
contributions have helped the War-
riors to series wins over the Brandon 
Wheat Kings, Swift Current Broncos, 
and now the Saskatoon Blades.

He is also the front-runner for WHL 
Playoff s Most Valuable Player accord-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Denton Mateychuk, #5, defence 
with the Moose Jaw Warriors

Mateychuk leads Warriors to finals  PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Local dance students took to the stage at the P.W. Enns Concert Hall in Winkler 
last weekend for the  annual recital that marks the conclusion of the season. 
The performances were around the theme of A Tribute to Musicals and featured 
students of all ages. The Morden-based dance studio has over 350 dancers 
from ages three to adult, and classes that include dance exploration, ballet 
and contemporary, fi lm, hip hop, Irish, jazz, musical theatre, stage combat, tap, 
competitive classes, and Xplor Drama.

ing to the league’s online poll. 
Game one of the championship 

series against Portland begins Fri-
day night at 9 p.m. central from 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum in 
Portland, OR.

Kicking up their heels

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

CAMPERS FOR SALE
For Sale - 1999 Jayco 
19ft 5th wheel camper. 
Can be seen at sou-
thend of Old Altona 
Village. Asking $6000. 
Call 204-324-1833.

SEED
Certifi ed #1 Algonquin 
alfalfa seed for sale, 
99.9% pure, 50 lb. 
bags, inoculated. Call 
Carla Shergold at 204-
298-4099.

FEED & SEED/
AGRICUTURE

FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & con-
ventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clo-
ver, Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, 
Crested Wheatgrass, 
Timothy, etc. Star City, 
SK. Birch Rose Acres 
Ltd. 306-921-9942.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for 
both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.
 ––––––––––––––––––––
Wanted 1967 Triumph 
motorcycle frame 
parts. Phone 1-204-
799-4564.

UPCOMING EVENTS
JOIN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST PROSTATE 
CANCER. RIDE DAY – 
SATURDAY, MAY 25, 
2024. 10 AM start – 
Earls Polo Park (Winni-
peg). Visit: ridefordad.
ca/manitoba to regis-
ter or make a pledge.
––––––––––––––––––––

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
HIRING? NEED CLASS 
1 DRIVERS or con-
struction workers? 
Have your blanket 
classifi ed ads seen 
in the 31 Member 
Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Now booking Winter 
and Spring advertis-
ing for 2024. Please 
Call 204-467-5836 or 
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Commu-
nity Newspapers As-
sociation. www.mcna.
com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join Keyes Loyal Or-
ange Lodge #1755, 
Newdale L.O.L #1533, 
Winnipeg Golden 
West L.O.L #2311.Info: 
newdale1533@gmail.
com . Since 1795. God 
Save The King!

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Recreational Pilot 
Program is the best 
way to get started, 
must be 16 years of 
age. Privileges: fl y for 
fun in a certifi ed air-
plane, a home-built 
aircraft or an ultra-
light; fl y by day only 
in Canada with one 
passenger; can eas-
ily add fl oat rating to 
permit. LS Airways 
Flight Academy 204-
651-1402.
––––––––––––––––––––

CAREER

CAREER

PUBLIC NOTICE

CAREER

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT
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ReVolution ReVolution 
TrailersTrailers
Spring 

Readiness 
Special

Inspect tires, brakes, 
suspension, travel lights, 
LP, CO2 & Smoke alarms, 

roof and trim sealant, 
repack wheel bearings 

$269 single, $319 dual

1480 Spring� eld Rd
Winnipeg, MB

www.revolutiontrailers.ca

Call Now:
204-955-7377

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to 
try elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net

Please support our advertisers SHOP LOCAL



Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CARD OF THANKS ANNOUNCEMENTS

In memory of
Walter H Mueller

The family of the late Walter H Mueller wish 
to express their deep appreciation to those 
who have off ered such kindness, support and 
messages of sympathy and comfort in our 
bereavement. The Walter Mueller family would 
like to thank all who attended his funeral, sent 
cards and/or fl owers. A special thank you 
to Al Thorleifson, Lane Curry, Cindy Hunter, 
Don Stewart, the ACW, Sharon Shultz, Lindy 
Sharpe, Marg Remillard and the United Church.

-Bette, Terry, Jaxon, Natalie,
Lewis and Ella Mueller

UPCOMING EVENTS
Siemens-Suderman Reunion

Sunday 02 June 2024 from 1-5 p.m.
Program at 2

Plum Coulee Senior’s Centre
on Main 265 Main Street, Plum Coulee
Bring faspa/snacks and beverage for 

yourself
Contacts: Verna Pfrimmer at 204 626-3230 or 
vernapfrimmer@gmail.com Peter Suderman at 

204 774-3312 or psuderman@shaw.ca

OBITUARY

Susan E Hildebrandt
1927 – 2024

It is with sadness that we as the extended family announce 
the peaceful passing of Susan Hildebrandt, age 96 on Saturday, 
February 10, 2024 at Boundary Trails Health Centre. We can also 
rejoice in her stated wish to “go home”.

Susan was predeceased by her parents, Heinrich P and Anna 
Hildebrandt along with 11 siblings and their spouses.

She will be lovingly remembered by her remaining sister, Eva and 
her many nieces, nephews and their families.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 
18, 2024 at the Blumenort Mennonite Church in Rosetown, MB, 16 
km south of Plum Coulee.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements

www.wiebefuneralhomes.com

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden Call: 204-467-5836
or Email: ads@

winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION with an

EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

 Call 204-467-5836
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

431-743-5932

Call Call 
467-5836467-5836

SPRING DISCOUNT

15% OFF 403.872.4934
Call or email for a FREE ESTIMATE!

prestigeroofingcontracting@gmail.com

Veteran Owned & Operated
WE OFFER:

 

BizBiz
CardsCards

FOR SALE

Full safety. Well equipped & 
has worked well for us pull-
ing an 18‘ camper!  3.5 liter, 
6 cylinder engine, has new 
shocks all around!  Heated 
cloth seats! Well maintained 
and equipped with towing 
hitch, plug, and brake con-
trol, has served us well! Call 
Abe for more details and      
pricing at 204-324-9433.

2015 Ford 
Edge SEL 

FOR SALE!

CAREER

CAREER

CAREER

PUBLIC NOTICE

Winkler Senior Centre
Annual Meeting 
of Membership
May 30, 2024 
at 2:00 p.m.

Music by 
Don Pritchard

Refreshments Served

Remember Your Loved Ones    
with an Announcement in the

 
a ou cee e
Call 204-467-5836



MORDEN

204-822-3550 183 Loren Dr., Morden

Locally owned & operated - Dedicated to serving our communities
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Winkler Morden

600 Centennial St., Winkler, MB

204-325-8387

JANZEN’S PAINT 

& DECORATING LTD.

Ready to put some spring in your deck? NATURALLY PERFECT™ 

DECK PROTECTION

Get the most out of your deck this 

summer with Sansin’s penetrating 

Enviro Stains®. Tough, durable 

protection means your deck will look 

and stay beautiful for years to come,

with no cracking or peeling.

mmt t springggggspringp ggpp

150C Foxfi re Trail Winkler, MB (204)325-4012

Automotive Glass

Chip Repairs

Tinting
Farm Equipment

Auto Accessories

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Proud to serve this community!

Upcoming Chamber Events
May 30: Lunch & Learn ~ Diversity, Equity 

& Inclusion with Leanna Beasant, ACU
June 6: Morden Chamber Golf Tournament

15 Thornhill St., Morden

822-5423

484 Stephen Street, 
Morden

Call 822-OUCH (6824)
to book your 
appointment        

mordenphysiotherapy.ca

Doing more, together.

MORDEN WINKLER
(204) 822-4336 (204) 325-6853

204-822-6069 or gmaddock@mymts.net

www.brewnsip.com

In-store brewing now available

PHONE 822-5478
32 Stephen Street, 

Morden

Y O U R  L O C A L  L A W Y E R S

Morden (204) 822-6588
309 Stephen St.

www.gilmourlaw.ca

Training You 
Can Trust
PARTNER WITH US

rrc.ca/mordentraining

275 Stephen St., Morden
(431) 813-7833

ruffmutts.ca

(204) 331-6014
friesentrental.com

Hwy. 3 East Morden

CHAMBER 
MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHT
www.mordenchamber.com

Morden Home Hardware 
continues to grow

Morden’s Home Hardware is moving forward 
with not only new ownership but also plans for 
further expansion.

It’s been steady growth for the business, espe-
cially since it moved from its old location on the 
west side of Morden to Loren Drive on the east 
side of the city five years ago.

New owner and general manager Richard 
Dyck stepped into the role after previous owners 
David and Liz Janzen decided to move back to 
Belize to do mission work.

“We saw a good opportunity to purchase the 
business,” Dyck said of the partners involved in 
taking over the business. 

“The former location was just a hardware store 
and then it expanded to this location and be-
came a building centre as well,” he said, noting it 
was a significant expansion and step up. “It was 
big for them to do this expansion ... there was 
one other lumber yard in the community ... but 
it’s always good to have competition to have a 
second option for people.”

It was a good opportunity for Dyck, who grew 
up on a dairy farm south of Winkler and has 
been in the construction industry for 22 years.

“I’ve partnered with good people to build a 
good business, and it has led to purchasing other 
companies in the area that we need ... we saw 
this as a good fit.”

Home Hardware of course continues to offer a 
complete range of hardware lines as well as a gar-
den centre, but the building centre has become 
an increasingly important part of the business. 

“It’s everything you need for home renovation 
or construction, and we now also have the lum-
ber side, which we are already expanding,” Dyck 
said. “We doubled our yard since we took own-
ership in January.

“We are also increasing our inventory levels 
both in the store and on the yard with the lum-
ber,” he added. “We do have plans for expanding 
the warehouse space on the yard ... that’s very 
important to have lumber and materials stored 
indoors.

“We want to be the go-to lumber yard and the 
go-to store for everyone. We want to have what 
people need.”

He sees a positive outlook for the continued 
growth of Home Hardware in Morden.

“We’ve had a good few months since we took 
ownership. It’s been a really good start,” said 
Dyck, who oversees 28 employees. “We’re feeling 
it’s getting busier.

“Customer service is number one priority. 
That’s the key ... we need to show the care that we 
want to serve people,” he said. “And it’s a prime 
location because you’re just on the outskirts of 
Morden, so we have space to expand ... we are 
working on it.”

Morden Home Hardware’s new owner and 
general manager Richard Dyck says the 
store has everything you need for home 

renovation and construction.

206-30 Stephen Street
(204) 325-7900

www.pvpcc.com

180 5 Street, Morden 
(204) 822-4765

585 1st St Unit G, Winkler
(204) 325-8815
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GARDEN CENTRE

CANADIAN TIRE WINKLERWhile quantities last - no rainchecks
Sale Dates - May 16- 22 unless otherwise 

stated - Closed Monday May 20th

7-Gallon Apple Trees
LIMITED QUANTITY
33-7144

SAVE
$20

Scotts Nature Scapes 
Colour Enhanced Mulch, 
42.5-L, Classic Black
Also available in Brown 
and Sierra Red 
159-0020/19/21

$4.50
NEW LOW PRICE

Garden Club 
Black Earth Top Soil, 
Weed Free, 25-L
059-4532

$3.49
$4.29
Garden Club Sheep 
Manure, 12.5-kg
059-9687/9683

1 Gallon Small Fruit
Includes raspberries, 
sour cherries, 
honeyberries, grapes

$12.99
REG. $17.99

1 Gallon Clemantis
33-5261

REG. $19.99

$14.99

6 Pack Annual Flowers 
(selected varieties)
FRIDAY/SATURDAY/
SUNDAY ONLY 
(MAY 17-19)
33-0255 

$3.99
WEEKEND SPECIAL

2 Gallon 
Watering Can
Assorted Colours
059-0534

$16.99

8” Senetti
33-1126

REG. $19.99

$16.99

REG. $18.99
Angel Wings - Annual
33-3604

$15.99REG. $26.99
11” Deluxe 
Hanging Basket
33-0110
FRIDAY/SATURDAY/
SUNDAY ONLY 
(MAY 17-19)

$20.00

REG. $29.99
2 Gallon Lavender
33-3955

$24.99

 /CTWinkler
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