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GVSD preparing deficit budget to
meet increasing student needs

By Lorne Stelmach

With its 2023-2024 budget, Garden
Valley School Division is recovering
after a few lean years while also giv-
ing ratepayers a cut in their education
taxes.

Challenges remain for the division,
which is also dipping into its surplus
to make it work, but officials were
optimistic as they unveiled the new
budget to the public last Thursday.

“I think that we're doing the best
that we can with what we were given,
and we will use our accumulated sur-
plus to cover the deficit, and we will
work to support students and staff,”
said board chairperson Leah Klassen.

“It's been a couple of tough years.
Not only have we seen a decline in
enrolment that is now on the rebound,
but years of successive cuts to our
staffing,” said superintendent Dan
Ward. “That has created some signif-
icant challenges in terms of meeting
the needs of our schools.

“This budget reflects that to get back
to where we once were and to achieve

genuine recovery learning, we need
to invest ... additional teachers as well
as supports for our staff and for our
schools.”

Boosted by growing assessment
while being limited by the province in
terms of the allowable municipal levy
increase, the mill rate in GVSD will be
reduced from 13.12 to 11.46.

It means the bottom line for a resi-
dential property assessed at $250,000
will be a reduction in the school taxes
from $1,480 to $1,290, while a prop-
erty valued at $300,000 will see a de-
crease from $1,770 to $1,550. A com-
mercial property assessed at $500,000
will see a cut from $4,260 to $3,720,
while farmland valued at $2 million
will get a reduction from $6,820 to
$5,210.

The division is budgeting for $56.2
million in total revenues, including
$37.2 million (66 per cent) in provin-
cial support and $18.2 million (32 per
cent) in municipal support.

There was overall a 3.28 per cent in-
crease in provincial support, although
it breaks down into a few areas.
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From left: Garden Valley School Division superintendent Dan Ward, board chair
Leah Klassen, and secretary-treasurer Kevin Vovchuk at last week's public budget

consultation meeting.

Base support increased slightly
while categorical and equalization
support actually decreased. There is
$13.5 million in base support, almost
$10.3 million in equalization, $4.6 mil-
lion in categorical support, and $2.8
million in other additional operating
support.

Expenditures come in at just over
$56.5 million, with the majority of it
in salaries and benefits totalling over
$47.7 million. The category of services
is over $4.3 million with supplies, ma-
terials, and equipment at $3 million
and transfers at $1.4 million.

There is a 13.6 per cent increase ded-
icated to regular instructional costs at
$33.2 million, and it represents 58.7
per cent of expenditures.

Student support services are at $10.3
million or 18.3 per cent of the budget,
while operations and maintenance is
at $5.6 million or 10 per cent of the
budget.

The budget supports a number of
key expenditures including an addi-
tional 5.3 full-time equivalent staff-
ing positions, five staff dedicated to
recovery learning, three more bus
drivers, and other positions including
in accounting, a custodial supervisor,
and a numeracy co-ordinator.

“We are looking to increase our
teacher workforce ... to address the
increasing enrolment,” said Ward,
noting the division is projecting enrol-
ment to rise to 4,280 this September.
“Those numbers continue to be on the
rebound. This is increasing some ad-
ditional pressures on our schools.”

“We're really happy to see our num-
bers coming back up ... but they cer-
tainly come with needs,” Ward con-
tinued. “We have a good number of
new students who are coming from
countries around the world ... for
many, English is an additional lan-
guage for them, so they need addi-
tional support.

“Those students returning from
home schooling and students coming
back into high school need some ad-
ditional supports in terms of recovery
learning,” he added.

“It definitely creates challenges ...
certainly when we look at the addi-
tional funding that came ... that has
helped, but certainly challenges are
created when we're looking at our
needs,” said Ward. “Often, school
divisions, when they have addition-
al needs, look at making intentional
decisions around the mill rate and
around local funding. That’s no lon-
ger an option, so the board and senior
admin digs in and looks at what we
can do with the resources at our dis-
posal.

“In some cases, like this year, when
we look at the increased needs and the
reduced staffing over the last number
of years, I think sometimes those con-
versations around looking at what
we’ve accumulated as a surplus and
looking at an operational deficit for
the coming year is a necessity.”

“It’s the first time in a while that we
have projected a deficit budget or in-
tentionally deficit budgeted to make
sure that the programming is ade-
quate for our students,” said Klassen,
noting they typically would budget
for a small surplus but recognized the
needs of the students based on feed-
back from the community “saying
that there is a need in the classroom to
provide for more supports.

“We definitely heard concern in re-
gards to literacy, numeracy, mental
health, which are all in our strategic
plan ... with the last couple years,
there’s been a lot more stress on the
system, so those are definitely three
top concerns that we've heard,” she
said. “Children are coming to school,
and they are behind, so we need ways
to catch them up.”



getl

Women's Health
Expo tackles wide
variety of topics

By Lorne Stelmach

Even with a late winter storm like-
ly impacting attendance, organizers
were pleased with the response to the
first South Central Women’s Health
Expo this past weekend.

The Saturday event brought togeth-
er by Genesis House at the Access
Event Centre in Morden still had up
to 50 people taking in some of the ses-
sions.

“We were doing it in conjunction
with International Women’s Day,”
noted Ang Braun, executive director
of Genesis House. “The turnout and
the response that we had and the sup-
port from the community makes me
think that this is something that there
was need for it.”

The sessions were varied and cov-
ered such topics as childbirth and the
pelvic floor, stress and trauma, sexual
assault and supports, endometriosis
and pelvic pain, menopause nutri-
tion, and a question and answer ses-
sion with female physicians as well as
a general session on Genesis House’s
work.

“When we started talking about it,
we said we wanted there to be some-
thing for all women of every age,”
said Braun, who noted there was
even a Low German speaker as well
as a session on supporting the local

“IT'S ABOUT SELF-ESTEEM, &
IT'S MULTI-GENERATIONAL."
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Genesis House brought people together QHB]I@ GO M I N G G G G'I H
in Morden Saturday for the first South .
Central Women's Health Expo, which
included information booths from local

service providers and speakers such as
counsellor Julia Stoesz (right), who in
her session discussed stress trauma.

LGBTQ+ community.

“It's about self-esteem, and it’s
multi-generational—it hits all of us
differently at different times in our
life,” said Braun of the wide array
of topics selected. “We felt like there
was some way for people to plug in
no matter what stage they were at in
life, and that was our goal.

“The overall idea was that knowl-
edge is power, so we are giving wom-
en more information about their
bodies, about their mental health ...
and the opportunity for them is more
doors will open because they are
more aware. So that was the goal to
move them along the empowerment
path.”

Braun felt encouraged enough by
the response to believe that this could
become an ongoing event.

“I think there is potential for it to
grow,” she said. “I'm not sure, be-
cause it is such a large undertaking,
whether it's something we could do
every year or every other year or
share it with another organization.”
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Maria and the Mennos films
on location in Winkler, Altona

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The cast and crew of Maria and the
Mennos were in the Winkler-Altona
area last week for location shooting as
the sitcom wraps up filming of its first
season.

Maria and the Mennos takes a come-
dic look at the family dynamics at
play when a Mennonite son and his
Filipino-Canadian wife move in with
his parents (played by Reinfeld native
Erna Peters and Morden’s own Chuck
Fefchak).

The show, which has been shooting
interior scenes at a house in Winnipeg
the last few months, was here to film
at the MCC Thrift Shop in Altona,
Sunny Day Products and the art gal-
lery in Winkler, and a few local farm-
yards.

Co-creator, writer, and Winklerite
Tina Fehr Kehler says it was import-
ant for them to shoot on location in
the area the show is set.

If they’re trying to accurately depict
a Mennonite community, then filming
in an MCC Thrift Shop was a given,

she says, noting they wanted it to be
Altona’s because that was the very
first MCC thrift store in Canada.

Similarly, Sunny Day, with its shelves
and shelves of Mexican products, was
the perfect location for a scene revolv-
ing around Mennonite cooking.

“Audiences who aren’t from here
don’t realize how intrinsic Mexican
and Mennonite culture is together,”
says executive producer Orlando
Braun. “Everyone here just accepts it
as normal, but we’re pointing it out.”

The past few months of shooting
have been an exhausting whirlwind,
but everyone is pleased with how the
show is shaping up.

“It's has been a marathon, but it’s
been a really delightful experience,”
says Braun. “The crew has come with
this delightful attitude every single
day and brought fantastic energy to
the set, and I think it really shows in
the quality.”

“It looks like a real TV show,” quips
Fehr Kehler. “It’s kind of freaky.”

Fehr Kehler is certainly no stranger
to seeing the words she put on the

-
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The cast and crew of Maria and the Mennos set up shop at Sunny Day Products
in Winkler last Wednesday to film a few scenes. The store remained opened
throughout, with production working around the presence of customers.

page brought to life, but this is her
first TV sitcom.

“It’s so cool, especially when the ac-
tors get it and a joke really lands,” she
says.

“I think the actors have each embod-
ied these roles in ways we didn’t al-

ways [envision] when we were writ-
ing it,” adds Braun, explaining the act
of filming is very much a collabora-
tive exercise. “So we’ve done a little
bit of tweaking as we’ve gone along.”

Continued on page 5
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It's truly a multicultural set both
behind the camera and in front of it,
Braun shares.

“We’ve had Mennonite and Filipi-
no writers on the show and Menno-
nite and Filipino directors,” he says.
“They’re all bringing their own au-
thentic backgrounds. None of this is
just surface level—we’re actually ex-
ploring these cultures and how they
clash together in the most Manitoba
way possible.”

“That part is beautiful.

I love it,” says Fehr Ke-
hler. “It’s totally authen-
tic because it comes from
our lived experiences.

“And it’s not just Men-
nonites and Filipinos,”
she adds. “I think any-
body from any cultural
background will be able
to connect with it.”

Playing the titular Ma-
ria is Winnipeg actress
Victoria Exconde. Her
husband, Nate, is played
by Steinbach’s Kenton Dyck.

During a break from filming scenes
at Sunny Day on Wednesday, the duo
reflected on the experience they’ve
had bringing this cross-cultural story
to life.

“It's been absolutely amazing,”
says Exconde. “Everyone’s been so
fun and supportive throughout this
whole process. It's sad it's coming to
an end in a few days.”

The cast and crew have truly become
a family, observes Dyck.

“Most of us hadn’t met before we
started, and then it’s like putting to-
gether a whole workplace all at once

“IT'S TOTALLY
AUTHENTIC
BECAUSE IT
COMES FROM
OUR LIVED
EXPERIENCES.”

and then hoping that they all work
well together,” he says. “We’ve had
such a great time with this.”

While they’ll have to wait along with
everyone else to see the finished epi-
sodes, they have high hopes for the
show based on the amount of laughs
they've had just reading and perform-
ing the scripts.

“We don’t even know what the end
product looks like,” Dyck says. “But
if the fun that we're having
on set comes through, it's
going to be a great show.”

Reflecting on the depic-
tion of both the Mennonite
and Filipino communities,
Exconde notes it's repre-
sentation she wished she’d
seen more of growing up.

“It's so great to see that
represented,” she says.
“And it’s not just leaning
into the stereotypes.”

“I think both of us hav-
en’t really had the chance
to see our cultures in media
like this,”Dyck adds. “I mean, grow-
ing up in Canada you get to see the
whole Canadian thing, but you don’t
see Winkler and Steinbach represent-
ed very often.

“And in many communities like
Winkler, there are a lot of Filipino and
Mennonite folks ... it’s been really fun
to see those two mix.”

Maria and the Mennos will air this fall
on Yes TV, an Ontario cable channel,
and the Castle streaming platform.
Details for whether it will air on a
Manitoba or perhaps even a national
network have not yet been released.

Miami, Morden community
celebrations receive funding

By Voice staff

Two local community celebrations
are receiving funding boosts from the
Manitoba government.

The province last week announced
the recipients of $323,000 in grants
through the Arts, Culture and Sport
in Community Fund’s Community
Celebrations program.

A total of 67 community celebrations
received funding, including Morden’s
Multicultural Winterfest ($5,000) and
Miami Recreation & Playspaces for a
community social in fall celebrating
the legacy of the Miami Fun and Fid-
dle Festival ($5,000).

The government is pleased to be able
to support these important commu-
nity celebrations, Sport, Culture and
Heritage Minister Obby Khan said in
announcing the grants.

“From winter and seasonal celebra-
tions to feasts, fairs and festivals to
cultural concerts and performances,
community-based events offer Mani-
tobans exciting opportunities to come
together to celebrate their own heri-
tage and experience their neighbours’
heritage.”

Khan noted department staff evalu-
ated grant applications based on proj-
ect goals and eligibility, feasibility,
and community impact.

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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“This is a really cool experience, for sure ... it's a little surreal," Sunny Day's Ben

Plett said as Maria and the Mennos shot scenes in the Winkler store last week.

HISTORIC HELP
FOR MANITOBANS

Budget 2023 provides tax breaks, education property tax
rebates and carbon tax relief fund cheques. That’s more
than $5,000 more in the pockets of the average family.

Budget 2023 also remains on track with deficit reduction,
due to higher than expected economic growth.

Budget 2023

Help for what matters most
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Driving me crazy

The best place to observe and
ponder differing driving habits
is on the highways between Morden,
Winkler, and Altona. In this short
stretch of adventure, we find all sorts
of interesting characters.
One standout is the driver who re-
mains in the left
lane (you know '
the fast lane) for
the entire stretch
because they plan
on turning left in
12 kilometres and
want to make sure
they don’t have to

—

merge with traffic By Peter
later. Cantelon
Typically this

driver reaches the astounding speed
of about 82 km per hour and no
amount of tailgating, high beam
flashing, honking or hand gestures
will change their decision. Their will
is one of iron and they are bound to
this lane like a fish to water.

Interestingly, when they enter city
limits they tend to remain at 82 km
per hour suddenly becoming a speed
demon through the community de-
spite warnings to reduce speeds to 60
km per hour through Winkler or 50
km per hour through Morden.

“I have one speed and that’s 82 km
per hour so suck it,” one imagines
they are saying to whomever would
listen.

Another type of driver is the Formu-
la 500 type that typically flies along
the highway at approximately 167 km
per hour. This driver does not care if

the previous driver has locked up the
fastlane as they will simply move into
the slow lane and careen past them
in their import without a thought or
concern.

Most often you find this driver after
sunset and well past the high com-
muting hours because their goal is
simple: to go as fast as possible with-
out interruption as they seek to arrive
in Altona or Winkler slightly before
they left Morden.

During rush hours when vast num-
bers of people are heading to jobs and
commuting between the cities in the
morning and afternoon there is a cer-
tain other type of driver. We will call
them the Legalistic Driver.

This type drives exactly 100.0 km
per hour. They set their cruise con-
trol the moment the reach that sacred
speed and never again adjust it until
they get to the next speed limit sign.

This driver can also often be found
in the fast lane ... in fact they often in-
tentionally sit there with the logic that
since they are driving as fast as legally
possible they have a right to be there
and too bad for the ne’er-do-wells
who attempt to get around them.

Typically this driver finds a kindred
spirit and they drive next to each oth-
er in the left and right lanes thus cre-
ating a long parade of anger and frus-
tration in their wake as they journey
from one city to the next.

A special subcategory of driver is
the one who always turns left off of
Thornhill at the intersection of 1st
Street and Thornhill in Morden (either
side). This driver, knowing well in ad-
vance that they will be turning, pre-
fers to wait until the light turns green
before they waste valuable energy on
their left turn indicator, thus building
up an impressive line of vehicles be-
hind them who thought they would
be going straight without delay.

Which of these am I, you might ask?
Well, I am that category of driver who
absolutely detests all of the above cat-
egories. I suspect I am not alone in
this category and there are peers out
there.

There are many additional subcate-
gories that we do not have time to go
into here but it would be cool if you
chose to write us about them in a Let-
ter to the Editor.

e

The Voice welcomes letters from
readers on local and regional issues
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful.

The Voice reserves the right to edit,
condense, or reject any submission.

.

Letter

.
policy

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ification purposes. Your name and
city will be published with your
letter. We do not print anonymous
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

J

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.

GET IN TOUCH WITH US

GENERAL INQUIRIES:
204-325-6888

ADVERTISING:

Gwen Dyck 204-823-0535
gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising Deadline: Monday at 4 p.m.

NEWS DESK:
Ashleigh Viveiros Editor

204-332-3456 news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Lorne Stelmach Reporter

204-823-2655 Istelmach@winklermordenvoice.ca

MAILING ADDRESS:
Winkler Morden Voice
Box 39, Stonewall, MB ROC 2Z0

The Voice is published Thursdays and
distributed as a free publication to 21,141
households. Republishing in whole or in
part without permission is prohibited.
Printed in Canada by Prolific Printing. The
Voice received financial support from the
Government of Canada in 2021.

View the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca



* FAITH FOCUS

The Voice Thursday, March 16, 2023 7

Won't you be my neighbour?

I don’t know about you, but when I
hear the word “neighbour” I think of
two people: Jesus and Mr. Rogers.

Fred Rogers starred and produced
the childhood classic TV show, Mr.
Rogers Neighborhood. He invited a
man by the name of Francois Clem-
mons to be regular on the show. It
was a very unlikely friendship. Fran-
cois Clemmons was a gay black man
and Mr. Rogers was a buttoned up
conservative Presbyterian pastor.

A STEP TOO FAR

This is a message to my fellow
Christians in the community:

I know there are a lot of you who
read about Morden’s drag brunch
in the March 2 Voice and were dis-
turbed, as I was. Wondering when
drag shows became child-appro-
priate. Wondering how it became
widely applauded seemingly over-
night. Feeling that drag events for
children are a step too far. And you
feel too afraid to speak up against
it.

You're afraid for good reason.
Canada is increasingly producing
laws and policies restricting so-
called hate speech, which includes
criticism of the LGBT community.
Just a few weeks ago a pastor was
arrested for protesting a drag queen
story hour in Calgary*. People have
lost their jobs and had their chil-
dren taken away for opposing the
LGBT ideology.

Rogers asked Clemmons to come on
the show to play the role of the neigh-
borhood Officer Clemmons. It was a
role that at first Clemmons rejected
because his view of the police was not
very positive because of the violence
he’d experienced
in the Civil Rights /")
movements. And
at that time, it was
probably a risky
decision on his
part to play that

role and portray
that character. He
was the first Afri-
can American with
a recurring role on
a kid’s TV program.

—

By Terry
Dueck

There’s one particular episode in
1969 where Mr. Rogers is cooling his

But I want you to know you're not
alone if you question the morali-
ty of events like this. Taking issue
with burlesque performers read-
ing to, dancing for, and influencing
young children does not make you
hateful. There are some forms of di-
versity that kids do not need to be
exposed to. I encourage you to start
speaking up because the Canadian
government, as well as the civilians
who oppose us, need to see how
many of us there are.

Cassandra Schaeffer, Morden

*Editor’s note: To provide some con-
text, the pastor in question was charged
with hate-motivated offenses (includ-
ing mischief and creating a distur-
bance) after attending a drag storytime
event being held at a public library and
allegedly shouting homophobic and
transphobic slurs at the young children
and parents taking part.

Vozce

What'’s W/Wstory? Call 204-325-6888

feet in a kid’s swimming pool and
Officer Clemmons comes by. Mr. Rog-
ers invites him to cool his feet in that
same pool. “Here, share my towel” he
says. It was a monumental moment
that played out on a kid’s television
show, a white and black man, sitting
together with their feet splashing in
the water. Two men making a gen-
tle but very powerful statement in
the midst of the violence in the Civil
Rights movement. Two men with a
prophetic imagination and a willing-
ness to live differently.

It's an incredible picture that sparks
my imagination for the church to-
day. What does it look like to love
our neighbours? That regardless of
background, ethnicity, personality,
orientation, we are going to live out
a lifestyle of including and inviting
others to truly be a part of our lives in
the community in which we live and
raise our families— because it is the
way of Jesus.

Jesus was once asked the question,
“Who is my neighbour?” And in re-
sponse, he tells a story of an unlikely
hero, a despised Samaritan, who goes
on to take care of a man beaten and
left for dead on the side of the road,

when the religious are too busy to
stop.

If you've never read the Jesus’ sto-
ry of “The Good Samaritan” it might
challenge your understanding of who
Jesus is. The answer Jesus gives to the
question, “Who is my neighbour?”
calls us as the church to radical love.

As our region grows in diversity (re-
ligion, cultures, languages) how will
the church respond? In talking with
one local vice-principal in Winkler re-
cently, he told me 15 per cent of their
school has come to Canada within the
last year, and English is their second
language.

We have an incredible opportunity
to welcome the stranger among us.
To show hospitality and throw better
parties, build friendships with those
from other cultures. We have an in-
credible opportunity as the church to
love our neighbors and together build
a strong and vibrant community.

To do so is to be the good news that
reflects the call and way of Jesus.

—Terry Dueck is the lead
pastor at the Winkler MB Church

Helping Manitobans
Make Ends Meet

Carbon Tax
Relief Fund

CHEQUES
ON THE WAY

are facing this winter.

The Manitoba government is helping
Manitobans ease the financial strain they

As part of ongoing efforts to help Manitobans make
ends meet, the Manitoba government is providing
a much needed financial benefit cheque.

To see how the new Carbon Tax Relief Fund will
help you and your family, visit:

Manitoba.ca/helpingMB

Manitoba 9
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Bowl for Kids raises $25K for Big Brothers Big Sisters

By Ashleigh Viveiros Ve

Bowl for Kids Sake made a trium-
phant return at VB’s Entertainment
Center in Winkler last weekend.

The pandemic has foiled Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of the Pembina Valley’s
plans for their biggest annual fund-
raiser for the past three years, making
the 2023 edition extra special, said ex-
ecutive director Jenelle Neufeld.

“We're so thrilled to be able to have
it again,” she said, noting they had
over 30 teams sponsored, with only a
few not able to make it in due to the
weekend storm.

Financially, the day was a solid suc-

\

v

cess, bringing in over $25,000 before N
expenses.

“Considering the weather and the
fact it was our first year back, I'm very

By Lorne Stelmach

The past year presented challenges for the Pembina Val-
ley Humane Society, but there was also much cause for
optimism.

The organization is now well positioned to move for-
ward and keep growing, board chairperson Audrey Wiebe
suggested after the organization’s recent annual meeting.

“We definitely faced some challenges this past year, but
it was different than what we went through with COVID
and the restrictions,” she said.

“The number of intakes went way up; the number of
adoptions were also way up ... and unfortunately we saw
a huge increase in vet expenses then as well,” Wiebe not-
ed. “It was a busy and record-breaking year in many ways

Notice of Environment Act Proposal

Manitoba Environment and Climate invites public comment on the
following proposal:

CITY OF WINKLER - WASTEWATER TREATMENT
FACILITY EXPANSION - FILE: 2708.30

The City of Winkler proposes to construct and operate an expansion
of the City’s wastewater treatment facility. The facility is located on
SW 23-3-4W and SE 22-3-4W. An additional wastewater storage
cell would be constructed on part of SW 22-3-4W, and a submerged
attached growth reactor system would be installed to provide
additional treatment. Effluent would continue to be discharged to
Deadhorse Creek.
Anyone likely to be affected by the proposal and who wishes to
comment, should contact Bruce Webb, Senior Environmental
Engineer, in writing or by email at Bruce.Webb@gov.mb.ca not
later than April 17, 2023. Further information is available from
the Online Public Registry: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries
Information submitted in response to this proposal will be made
available to the proponent and placed on the public registry per
Section 17 of The Environment Act.
Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Environment and Climate
14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35) Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6
Toll-Free: 1-800-282-8069 Fax: 204-945-5229
Website: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries
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Bowl for Kids Sake returned to the Winkler bowling lanes Saturday in support of
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Pembina Valley and its mentoring programs.

PVHS reports on a year of challenges

... unfortunately, the intakes is not a record you really want
to beat ... but sometimes unfortunate circumstances come
up for people.”

Intakes overall jumped to 190, but that was at least offset
by adoptions, including 89 cats and 74 dogs.

In the end, the humane society came out of it all in good
shape financially with revenue of $240,654 and expenses of
$217,136 for an operating surplus of $23,488.

Total revenue exceeded the budget by 35 per cent, and
while fundraising activities were slightly under budget,
there was strong donor revenue that exceeded the budget
by 57 per cent.

The organization was able to hire additional staff ded-
icated to animal care while cutting administrative costs.
The 28 per cent increase in revenue also allowed for things
like investing in the shelter building with enhanced safety
measures.

The challenges though started early in 2022 with a cat in-
take freeze due to a severe ringworm outbreak at the shel-
ter. The organization worked with its veterinary partners
to identify the best course of action and implement a pro-
active improvement plan that will allow them to control
outbreaks like this in the future.

“This project was the largest capital investment in 2022,
taking a total of seven months at a cost of almost $20,000,"
Wiebe noted in her formal report. “This allowed us to set
up a quarantine room for new intakes and sick cats, com-
plete with state-of-the-art equipment allowing fresh air to
circulate where infected air was contained.

“Later in the year, this new investment were put to the
test with two cats with ringworm,” she noted. “The cats
were in quarantine for a total of eight weeks, and during
that time the disease was fully contained with no further
spread.”

The humane society also made adjustments to its staffing
structure in 2022. Wiebe feels they now have team mem-
bers who are more able to focus on specific areas such an-
imal care, intakes and adoptions, volunteer recruitment,
training and scheduling, community education and out-
reach programs as well as animal enrichment.

happy with it,” Neufeld said. “It’s so
great to be able to have events in per-
son again and to see people that have
been supporting our organization all
through the pandemic."

The funds go to support the agen-
cy’s various mentoring programs,
which include one-on-one commu-
nity matches between adult volun-
teers and kids, in-school mentoring
between teens and younger students,
and various group mentoring ses-
sions.

“All of the funds that we raise in any
of our fundraising, especially Bowl
for Kids, goes right back into our pro-
gramming,” Neufeld stressed.

If you'd like to support Big Bros. or
get involved as a volunteer, head to
pembinavalley.bigbrothersbigsisters.
ca to learn more.

and growth

“I saw the need to kind of do a little
bit of restructuring specifically with
our board and our staffing and amal-
gamating those two together so that
we could work together as a complete
team and engage the community.”

Another priority for them is en-
gaging with the community. As part
of that aim, they are planning some
educational classes such as teaching
young children safe ways to approach
an unfamiliar dog.

They have also heard communi-
ty concerns about stray cats, so they
are launching a pilot TNR (trap-neu-
ter-return) program this spring.

“TNR programs like this play a
huge part in cat overpopulation by
humanely trapping stray cats, having
them neutered and returning them to
their stray communal ground,” said
Wiebe. “Through research we have
found a program like this to be a ma-
jor benefit to both the community and
to the cats. We're hoping to be able to
help the community out by being able
to launch programs like that one this
year.

“We have some pretty awesome pro-
grams that we are wanting to launch
in 2023, so that is exciting,” she con-
cluded. “One thing we really want
to focus on for 2023 is just really im-
proving the community education
and support. We feel at this point we
need to really start giving back to our
community and focusing on how we
can serve our community and how
we can support our community.”
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TEDx Morden is at the Kenmor on March 30

By Lorne Stelmach

Morden is getting on board with the TED Talks move-
ment with its own local version this month.

TED (Technology, Entertainment and Design) Talks are
influential presentations and videos from speakers on
such topics as education, business, science, tech, and cre-
ativity.

TEDx events are independently organized under a free
license to organize TED-format events in local commu-
nities. TEDx Morden will host speakers March 30 at the
Kenmor Theatre.

It is an opportunity to
bring together local, pas-
sionate individuals to help

ark dialogue about in- " f
i%vation a?fi iedeas(,) and a THERE'S LOTS OF
COl_lplg t%f the p‘?rticip?nts LOCAL PEOPLE WHO
voiced their excitement re-
cently at the opportunity HAVE INTERESTING
be involved.
tO”I eloveo"}EeI()1 Talks. I do STORIES TO TELL
listen to them, and I love AND HAVE DONE
he nu ... and th
ltaoeok ngetl?alks, wﬁic}t ? LOTS OF REALLY
just went through, is excel- COOL STUFF"

lent. I'm so glad for it. It's

helped me,” said Morden

physiotherapist Rebecca

Atkinson, who will be one of the five featured speakers
here.

“There’s lots of local people who have interesting sto-
ries to tell and have done lots of really cool stuff,” said
Marcus Wiebe, founder of the Dead Horse Cider Com-
pany and a fellow speaker. “I listen to Ted Talks myself
too, and I'm just hoping I can provide something of that
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From left: Speaking at the first Morden TEDx event is David Daniels, Larry Davey, Marcus Wiebe, Rebecca

Atkinson, and Tricia Dyck.

similar quality.”

Joining Atkinson and Wiebe on stage will be
Larry Davey, president and CEO of Access Cred-
it Union, art historian and fine arts profession-
al Tricia Dyck, and David Daniels, a traditional
knowledge holder and ritual leader from the
Long Plains Reserve. They will all be speaking
around the theme Wind of Change.

Wiebe and his team at Dead Horse Cider have
worked to create award-winning ciders show-
casing the uniqueness of Manitoba apples, a
prairie fruit that was forgotten and going to
waste.

“I'll be talking about opportunities you face in
the business sector ... sometimes they come from
places you don’t normally expect,” he explained.
“It’s the first time I've done something like this,
so I'm a little nervous, but it should be fun.

“I hope people will get just, not even necessar-
ily be inspired but perhaps realize sometimes
things don’t go the way you planned, but that’s
okay.”

Atkinson was drawn to be part of the TEDx
Morden because of how different experiences
and perspectives can all tie together for a com-
mon good. Her presentation is entitled “Tai Chi
and Tea as Therapy.”

“It's about trying to create a sense of self ...
and community, the reliance upon community
and accepting and using the influence of change
to our benefit,” she said. “Tai chi is all about
change; that’s what tai chi means; the interplay
of Ying and Yang, this dynamic ever changing
universe.

“I'm trying to offer a way that people can feel
empowered for their health with others because
you need others; you cannot do anything alone
in our world.”

The evening kicks off with networking from
4-4:30 p.m. followed by speeches from 4:30-6:30
p.m.

Tickets are $40 each or four for $140. You can
find more information and bios for all the speak-
ers online at www.tedxmorden.ca.

will be supported throughout their move.

HEALTH CAREERS 04
MANITOBA.CAO

I ive Here. Work Here. Grow Here.

Manitoba is recruiting
nurses and health care aides
from the Philippines.

Refer family and friends to apply. Successful applicants

D { 5 A et
PAID PAID ACCOMMODATION MENTORSHIP
TRAVEL LICENSING ALLOWANCE AND SUPPORT

To learn more visit
healthcareersmanitoba.ca/buildyourfuturemb
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Conservatives loosen purse
strings in election-year budget

By Lorne Stelmach

The new provincial budget was
touted last week as delivering both
historic help for Manitobans and re-
cord levels of funding for services.

It delivers $1.8 billion in affordabili-
ty and tax measures while bolstering
vital programs and services with a re-
cord-setting investment of $2 billion,
said Premier Heather Stefanson and
Finance Minister Cliff Cullen.

“I think this is a significant and very
bold step in the right direction ... in
fact, this is historic in our province.
We have never before seen the kinds
of tax relief that we have in this bud-
get,” said Stefanson. “We are getting
back to our roots as progressive con-
servatives—progressive on  social
issues and conservative on fiscal is-
sues.”

“This budget is about doing every-
thing possible for Manitobans at a

time when they need it most,” said
Cullen.

He went on to stress that the spend-
ing increases were not coming at the
expense of fiscal responsibility.

“I wouldn’t say it’s out the window
at all. I think the focus initially when
we came into office was on the bottom
line,” he said. “We're in a pretty good
place economically from our recovery
... that allows us additional money to
make additional investments.

“It's really finding a balance. We
only have so much money to deal
with.”

The financial plan got a big thumbs
up from Borderland MLA Josh Guent-
er.

“This budget is about providing
historic tax relief for Manitoba fam-
ilies. It's about putting the open for
business sign in the window in a way
like never before ... and it’s not only
the tax relief, it's also the increased

4 N
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SCREENSHOT

Premier Heather Stefanson and Finance Minister Cliff Cullen unveiled the
Conservative government's 2023 budget last week in Winnipeg.

spending on the services that Manito-
bans rely on.”
He also emphasized their plan to re-
turn towards a balanced budget.
“This budget puts us solidly on that

path ... we're seeing the deficit come
down,” Guenter said. “This is all
very good news. We're making these
important investments in things like

Continued on page 11

Critics slam Tory budget as too little, too late

By Lorne Stelmach

The provincial budget introduced
last week delivered a range of mea-
sures touted by the government as
historic, but the tax relief and invest-
ments, though welcomed, also had
critics suggesting the government
didn’t go far enough in providing
more relief after years of falling short.

“I recognize where they’re coming
from; we recognize, sure, there’s more
to do, but I think that today this is a
historic day in giving and providing
much needed relief to Manitobans,”
Premier Heather Stefanson empha-
sized after unveiling the budget.

The Canadian Taxpayers Federation
supported the much touted income
tax cut but was calling on the gov-
ernment to speed up its timeline and
immediately provide more full relief.

“Today’s tax relief is good news and
will let Manitobans keep more of their

money when it's needed the most,”
said prairie director Gage Haubrich.
“But families are struggling to afford
groceries today, so why is the govern-
ment waiting until after the election
to provide the full tax cut?

“The government needs to balance
the budget and stop throwing more
debt on the backs of future Manito-
bans.”

Dougald Lamont and the Manitoba
Liberals observed that the PCs were
trying to buy back trust from Manito-
bans with a big promise budget that
will not make up for their seven years
of cuts and freezes to health care, ed-
ucation, municipalities, and people in
need.

“The PCs seem to think they can
foul up as badly as they want, and
it doesn’t matter because they’ll just
buy their way out of trouble,” Lamont
said. “Even where the budget makes

Talking about
poop isn't easy,
but checking for
colon cancer is.

GetAColonCheck.ca

big promises, how can you trust the
PCs to fix health, education or infra-
structure when they just spent seven
years trashing these sectors?

“Manitoba needs a plan to rebuild
and recover after a pandemic and de-
cades of neglect by both the PCs and
NDP. This is more of the same that
we’ve heard for decades, and it hasn’t
worked,” he added. “If we're really
going to tap into Manitoba’s poten-
tial, we need to invest in our own
people, our own businesses, our own
public services and in environmental
renewal for the long-term.”

An increase in funding for universi-
ties is a step in the right direction, but
it fails to repair the damage inflicted
on the post-secondary education sec-
tor since 2016, suggested the Manito-
ba Organization of Faculty Associa-
tions.

“After seven years of cuts, this has

g CancerCareManitoba

Breaseireck ConteChacs oDk

Boghtioyouty
FOUNDATION

SCRAP METAL, OLD CARS, COPPER, BRASS, ALUMINUM

Call (204)-239-6371

IBoolkdyourkionitheYfarmedpickuplnowy
GERRARDIMETALIRROCESSORSILTDS

WANTED

STAINLESS STEEL

left Manitoba’s universities strug-
gling to recruit and retain faculty,
support student success and invest in
the future of our province. One year
of good news will not fix seven years
of bad choices,” said vice-president
Allison McCulloch. “Public funding
for higher education has been cut by
nearly a quarter in real dollars, shift-
ing the burden on to the backs of stu-
dents.”

Manitoba’s largest union was also
not convinced the budget is anything
more than an attempt to bury the
harm the Conservatives have caused
to public services.

“After two terms of active attacks
on public services, the Conservatives
think that they can buy themselves
the next election,” said Gina McKay,
president of CUPE Manitoba.

“The damage that Stefanson’s gov-
ernment has done to our public ser-
vices isn’t going away because of an
election-year budget,” she empha-
sized. “People are struggling across
Manitoba to make ends meet, and
this government has spent its time in
office cutting health care, privatizing
services and failing to meet the needs
of our schools and universities.

“The government tried to freeze
workers’ wages and push Manito-
bans further behind. How can anyone
trust them to provide real support
that keeps up?”



By Ashleigh Viveiros

It was a return to normal, for the most part, for the
Winkler Heritage Society in 2022, members heard at
the agency’s annual general meeting last week.

Chair Randy Rietze in his formal report shared they
were able to relaunch many of their activities as pan-
demic restrictions eased, including various fundrais-
ers and outreach events like the fall crokinole tourna-
ment after a few years’ pause.

“The banquet did not happen last year, but we hope
to get back to it this year,” he noted of the annual fall
heritage banquet, which hasn’t been able to go ahead
since 2019.

As always, the focus of the society is on the preserva-
tion of historical artifacts and records relating to Win-
kler and area.

It houses those items at its museum in the Southland
Mall and the archives room at the Winkler Centennial
Library.

The museum saw its visitation numbers return to
something more akin to normal in 2022. They wel-
comed 557 people—way up from the 166 of the year
before.

Curator Joanne Bergen shared in her report that they
received many donations to the collection, including
two windows from the former Mennonite Brethren
Church building (which is now the concert hall) and
an array of items related to local policing over the
years, among other artifacts. The museum’s collection
has now reached 5,385 items either on display or in
storage.

The archives room, meanwhile, had a quieter year
due in part to the after-effects of the pandemic and
staffing challenges, though archivist Ed Falk noted he
has continued his work translating documents into
English and they continue to welcome people looking
to research local and family history.

> PROVINCIAL BUDGET, FROM PG. 10

health care and education while providing histor-
ic tax relief and doing it in a way that doesn’t
mortgage the future of our children.

“It’s a responsible budget but it also responds to
the needs of Manitobans ... we've got to balance
multiple priorities here,” he continued. “I think it
really is about balancing all of the priorities and
making sure that we do things in a balanced way.”

BREAKING IT DOWN

The budget projects a $363 million deficit, which
would be down $15 million from the current
2022-23 forecast of $378 million.

It will leave more than $5,500 in the pockets
of the average family by 2024 while delivering
across-the-board funding increases in all 19 gov-
ernment departments, officials say.

The budget includes the largest personal income
tax reduction in Manitoba history. Changes to the
provincial basic personal amount will ensure
Manitobans do not pay tax on the first $15,000
they earn in 2023.

This measure alone will save the average two in-
come family over $1,000 and will remove 47,400
low-income Manitobans from the tax rolls, the
government says.

Falk took a few moments at the meeting to reflect on
the society’s function in the community and how it
may grow in the years to come.

“First of all, we are not the Mennonite heritage so-
ciety—we are the Winkler and District Heritage So-
ciety,” he said, stressing their mission is to preserve
the stories and artifacts of all the cultures who built
the community into what it is today. “If you walk into
the civic centre you'll see the flags of the people who
have come to this community, and there are hundreds
of them.”

Looking to the future, Falk noted the museum’s lease
is a year-by-year agreement, and there is some ques-
tion as to whether the space will continue to be avail-
able to them long-term.

The Winkler library, meanwhile, has asked the soci-
ety to find another location for the archives in the year
ahead, as they intend to use the room for their own
programming,.

“So we will have to find a new space,” Falk said.

The society has been putting some money aside for
a few years now for a standalone location that could
house both the museum and the archives, but it still
has quite a ways to go to see that dream become a re-
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Winkler Heritage Soc. reports on past year, looks to the future
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At its AGM last week, Winkler Heritage Society

ality.

“We need all of you and many more to help us in

archivist Ed Falk noted they'll be looking for a
new home for the archives in the year ahead.

dealing with the local heritage,” Falk stressed, urging

history buffs to get involved with the society. “If peo-

ple don’t help, then we're stuck.

“If you have any ideas, don't hesitate to talk to any

of the executive.”

The society’s membership totals around 100 people.
They’re always looking for more volunteers to join the
board (which currently has a couple vacant positions

on it) or help out at the museum or the archives.

Financially, the society ended the fiscal year with a
deficit of $6,329. Access to various pandemic-related
government grants saw the agency’s revenue drop

At the same time, the government says its redou-
bling efforts to help heal the health care system
with an investment of $7.9 billion. It is an increase
of $668 million to help shorten wait times and re-
build the front lines. The budget also initiates a
$1.2 billion multi-year capital campaign that will
add capacity to nine health care facilities.

“Budget 2023 is making significant investments
to heal health care in our province to help people
get the care they need, when and where it’s need-
ed,” Cullen stressed. “We’re making foundation-
al investments to reduce diagnostic and surgical
backlogs, hire more health professionals and sup-
port health infrastructure needs, but we're also
expanding coverage for diabetes insulin pumps
and glucose monitors and creating a new hearing
aid program for Manitobans.”

The budget provides funding of more than $100
million to address the challenges of violent crime
and homelessness and $1.7 billion for public
schools.

The Manitoba government says it is also well
on its way to creating 23,000 affordable child care
spaces and will invest $76 million this year to in-
troduce affordable child care three years ahead of
plans in other provinces.

significantly in 2022, while expenses such as
wages increased.

Secretary-treasurer Tonille Peters presented
a 2023 break-even budget of $85,000.

The evening also included a presentation
from Regional Connections Immigrant Ser-
vices on their programming for newcomers
and detailing the assistance they’ve provid-
ed specifically to the Ukrainians who have
moved to the area over the past year in the
wake of the war with Russia.

The budget will also provide more help for
Manitobans with disabilities, as funding increas-
es there to $640 million. Municipal operating
funding is also increasing $47 million to a total of
$217 million.

The financial plan will also invest $65 million
more into post-secondary institutions and cap
university tuition increases at 2.75 per cent, and
it assists small business growth and supports the
creation of new made-in-Manitoba jobs by in-
creasing investments in loans and guarantees by
$27 million to spur private-sector investment. It
also includes $15 million for the community eco-
nomic development fund and $20 million to sup-
port economic development.

“Our message to investors is simple: Come grow
in Manitoba,” Cullen said. “We are investing
more than $2.5 billion in trade-enabling highway
infrastructure over the next five years and mak-
ing investments to spur economic development
opportunities and generate well-paying jobs.

“Combined, the opportunities that lie ahead
will support vital services, strengthen the govern-
ment’s fiscal position and provide historic help
for Manitobans.”
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PHAC puts call out for trail art submlssmns

By Lorne Stelmach

A fourth installment of a unique
eco-art project is in the works for this
summer.

The Pembina Hills Arts Council has
called for submissions for the Art on
the Trail initiative at Lake Minnewas-
ta.

The aim is to create and place public
art amidst the natural beauty of the
lake, and the challenge for artists is
to design, plan, create, and install art
that is both sustainable and land-con-
scious.

“We're so happy to see the different
submissions that we’ve gotten each
year,” said Tye Dandridge-Evancio,
PHAC programs and outreach coor-
dinator

“It's a platform for the artists to show
off their art, but it’s also to kind of ac-
tivate the environment with art works
that prompt visitors and passersby to
re-evaluate their relationships to the
surroundings and maybe even en-
hance the experience of enjoying the
trail at Lake Minnewasta.

“So we're looking for something that
can be out there that is one with the
environment,” he continued. “What

.
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Artist Lauren McLean with her submission for Pembina Hills Arts Council's trail art
project, which is now accepting submissions for new pieces for 2023.

we're looking for in the artwork is that
it is eco-friendly, sustainable artwork
that preferably are made from natu-
ral materials that speak to or interact
with the surrounding environment.”

Three pieces have been done to date,
each taking a different approach to
the challenge.

Jen Martens created a piece called

Technology Takeover which featured
a lifesize figure made out of every-
thing from sticks to wire. The piece,
called Lily, offered the contrast of the
figure made from natural materials
being overtaken by the technology
represented by wires and a phone in
her hand.

The second work by David by Peters

On behalf of the staff and volunteers of the Bunker youth ministry,
I would like to thank the following businesses for their support
in the past year:

Access Credit Union
All Size Perforating
Blow Out Fire & Safety
BorderView Electric
Brad Nail Construction
Burbank Express
Canadian Tire
Centennial Supply
City of Winkler

DA Loewen

Ed Penner Construction
Green Valley Equipment
Glenberg Homes
Heatmasters Inc.
Hometown Ford
Haskett Growers
Integrity Parts

Janzens Paint

Janzen Pontiac

KR Crop Check

& Heating
Rede Made Noodles
Schmidt Farms
Southland Honda
Southern Potato

Little Morden Service
Monarch Industries
Other Brother Roasters
Pinnaco

was what he described as a rammed
earth structure using natural ma-
terials that formed a benched area
designed to become gradually over-
grown so it would blend into the sur-
rounding landscape.

The third artwork installed last year
was by Lauren McLean, whose piece
features a circular wooden frame-like
structure that looks like a lens and
acts as a frame for the beauty of the
surrounding area.

It was unfortunate that the piece by
Martens was eventually damaged
enough that she had to remove it, but
Dandridge-Evancio said they realized
that would be a risk with this project.

“I know vandalism can be an issue,”
he said, noting that is part of why
they emphasize the art should blend
in with the surroundings as much as
possible and even be designed to de-
grade over time. “But I just wish peo-
ple would respect the art that is on the
trail and not tamper with it.”

He observed that the first three piec-
es were all unique, and he sees it as
a reflection of the artist community
here.

Continued on page 14

Sunny Day Products

ProTec Plumbing

Sunvalley Tire

The Property Brokers

Triple ERV
Winkler Co-op

Winkler Plumbing & Heating

The Bunker exists in part through the support these busineses give us. These businesses
exist because of the support you give them. Please help support the Bunker youth ministry,
by supporting these local businesses

Thank You,
Kevin Hildebrand Executive director




Every year, the Earth yields billions of tons of natu-
ral resources and at some point, in the not too distant
future, it will run out.

Thats why we must think again about what we
throw away - seeing not waste, but opportunity.

The last decade has been the hottest on record, and
we are now facing a climate emergency of unparalleled
proportions. If we don't make significant and rapid
changes, we will see continued rising global tempera-
tures, the melting of icecaps, continents on fire and
rapid deforestation.

This directly affects humanity with increased pov-
erty, immigration from displaced communities, job
losses, waste mountains and natural habitats disap-
pearing. We have the power to make lasting changes
to combat this, and with recycling being recognized in
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 2030, we are
already seeing many individuals, governments and or-
ganisations taking direct action to support the global
green agenda.

Recycling is a key part of the circular economy,
helping to protect our natural resources. Each year the
‘Seventh Resource’ (recyclables) saves over 700 mil-
lion tonnes in CO2 emissions and this is projected to
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The 6th Global Recycling Day | March 18, 2023

increase to 1 billion tons by 2030. There is no doubt
recycling is on the front line in the war to save the fu-
ture of our planet and humanity.

The Global Recycling Foundation is pleased to an-
nounce the theme of Global Recycling Day 2021 as
#RecyclingHeroes. This will recognise the people,
places and activities that showcase what an important
role recycling plays in contributing to an environmen-
tally stable planet and a greener future which will ben-
efit all.

Global Recycling Day was created in 2018 to help
recognise, and celebrate, the importance recycling
plays in preserving our precious primary resources
and securing the future of our planet. It is a day for the
world to come together and put the planet first.

The mission of Global Recycling Day, as set out by
the Global Recycling Foundation, is twofold:

1. To tell world leaders that recycling is simply too
important not to be a global issue, and that a common,
joined up approach to recycling is urgently needed.

2. To ask people across the planet to think resource,
not waste, when it comes to the goods around us - un-
til this happens, we simply won't award recycled goods
the true value and repurpose they deserve.

Please place your carts 3 feet from any obstacles such
as other carts & Mailboxes, with wheels against the curb.

<3 ft.>

<3 ft.> <€ 3 ft.>

To help celebrate Earth Day, here are a few Recycling Do’s and Don’ts:

Do Recycle:

+  Any plastic container with a
recycling triangle on the bottom
(except with the #6 includes bottles,
pails, tubs and jugs) and any steel
food and beverage containers: soup
and pet food cans

*  Drink cans & bottles, juice boxes

Al paper products including
cardboard hoxes, newspapers
magazines

Recycle Facts:

Did you know?
When you recycle just one aluminum
can, you save enough energy to power
a100-watt light bulb for 20 hours or to
listen to a full album on your iPod!
When you use recycled paper instead

Don’t Recycle:

Products containing multiple .
material types packaged together,

like most coffee pods or toys

containing both plastic and metal

Takeout containers or pizza hoxes .

with food remnants of “virgin” paper, you are contributing
Household hazardous waste to saving 7,000 gallons of water per
containers ton of paper produced.

Save water not just trees...

AT YOUR DISPOSAL. Trash. Recycle. Compost.
HAPPY EARTH DAY EVERYONE

(204) 822-0327

INFO@MWMENVIRO.CA
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Local author releases first book =%

By Lorne Stelmach

Joel Grey has taken the next step in a creative project that has
drawn on all of his talents.

The recent publication of his novel Moki and the Erased Ones
has been in the making for a number of years during which he
has also created art and music that is linked to the idea.

“It's been many different things over the years. It’s really ex-
citing to finally be able to launch something like this ... it gets it
out to a wider audience,” said Grey.

This is the first book in a larger young adult series called Har-
nessing Chaos. The idea for the series started back in 2011 and
has undergone many iterations since then.

It began as a concept for an open-world role-playing game in
the vein of Skyrim and World of Warcraft, Grey explained.

“I was just out of university and had been wanting to get into
game development. I had a role-playing game in mind, and I
pitched it to a couple people in the industry but nothing really
came of it.”

His world-building during this period filled entire notebooks
with writing prompts, maps, alphabets, lore and calendars. It
was around this time that he was also getting into watercolour
painting and made a collection of concept art.

“I started doing some short stories and then I started doing
some concept art with watercolours,” said Grey. “While work-
ing on the pitches to video game developers, I also wrote some
music for inspiration which became a 2013 instrumental con-
cept album called Sol.

“In 2014 I penned a few short stories set in the world of Har-
nessing Chaos. After that, there was a large gap where nothing
really happened except for a few brief entries in notebooks until
a flash of inspiration reminded me about the project.”

The next step in the process came with a November National
Writing Month Challenge where participants try to write 50,000
words by the end of the month.

“The first book in the series was one of those books, and then
book two and book three were the following years,” said Grey.

sll 9 FORA3 PERSON
FLIGHTTOUR
Book Today!

LS Airways Flight Academy | 311 Anson St, Gimli, MB | 204-651-1402
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“Afterward, it was easier then to edit and
kind of finetune some things, but those No-
vember months were really great for just get-
ting lots of stuff out and then building the
series.”

Then the pandemic happened and Grey
found himself laid off from his day job, giv-
ing him the opportunity to focus all of his
time on his fictional world.

“I wrote the first draft of Moki and the Erased
Ones while binge-watching Xena: Warrior
Princess and Avatar: The Last Airbender with
my wife and our pets.”

He released the novel on Amazon in Janu-

ary. It recently been ranked 259 on the mag-
ical fantasy bestseller list and

578 on the dark fantasy horror
fiction bestseller list.

Moki and the Erased Ones is
centred around the only blue-
haired Y’'nari in a repressive
culture that fetishizes racial
purity.

Educated in secret about a
world before Imperial rule,
Moki is discovered by the

Inquisition before she can complete her he-
retical studies. She is forced to flee into the
mountains where she is captured by slavers
who are using a workforce called the Erased
Ones to exhume an ancient structure en-
tombed beneath the rock.

Growing up, Grey was always interested in
magical fantasy worlds like Lord of the Rings
and Dungeons and Dragons, so it is not sur-
prising he would be drawn to the creating
something with the “otherworldness” of the
fantasy genre.

“There was an escapist element to it that
helped me through COVID,” he said, noting
he plans to continue with the series. There
are several books more in various stages of
development.

His hope is the series will simply resonate
with people who share his love for the genre.

“I really hope that they fall in love with the
world and the characters as much as I have
in creating and working with them over the
years.”

You can learn more about Grey’s work at
harnessingchaos.ca.

> ART ON THE TRAIL, FROM PC. 12

“We have a selection of artists in
the area who are all very different
and unique, and that is something
that is coming out of this that we
are really excited to show, just how
diverse the arts community really is
here in Morden,” he said.

“So far it’s been great. I think peo-
ple have responded really well.
We've gotten some nice feedback

on it ... and from the artists as well,
we've gotten some positive feed-
back.”

The deadline for submissions is
April 1. Accepted pieces will need
to be installed at the lake by June
1. More information and an appli-
cation can be found online at www.
pembinahillsarts.com.
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Five amazing Winnipeg attractions.

The Winnipeg Attractions Pass is here-just in time for Spring Break!
Save big on five of the city’s top attractions with convenient one and three-day pass options.

1 2 3 4 5

Climb aboard the Journey through Let your imagination Experience a tour worth Get back to nature at
Nonsuch at the the awe-inspiring take off and soar at the every penny at the FortWhyte Alive
Manitoba Museum architecture and Royal Aviation Royal Canadian Mint

powerful exhibits at the Museum of

Canadian Museum Western Canada

for Human Rights

Scan here or go to tourismwinnipeg.com/pass

and discover (or rediscover) some of Winnipeg’s best attractions this spring!
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Concert in support of HANDS Canada March 25

By Ashleigh Viveiros

A benefit concert in Winkler next
week is raising funds to provide med-
ical care to youth living in poverty
half a world away.

Glory Bound and Waldina Reimer
perform at the Winkler EMMC (600
Southview Dr.) on Saturday, March
25 on behalf of HANDS (Hope for All
Nations Developments and Sustain-
ability) Canada.

It will be an evening of praise and
worship music and fellowship, says
Assani Muhanuzi, HANDS Canada
founder and program director.

“It will be all the good, old gospel
songs,” he says.

As always, proceeds from the eve-
ning go to support HANDS Canada’s
school in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, which currently has over 300
students enrolled.

“These are kids who are from less
fortunate families with limited re-
sources,” Muhanuzi says. Families
pay a modest tuition to have their
children attend classes, and foreign
donations help to ensure kids whose
families are struggling are able to stay
in school.

The past few years have been busy

.
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A concert at the Winkler EMMC next week is raising funds to support a school
built by local donors in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Over 300 kids living
in poverty are attending classes there this year.

ones for the school, which celebrated
the completion and opening of its sec-
ond storey of classrooms last fall.

The biggest project on the school’s
horizon right now is adding a small
clinic to the facility.

“It will be a place where we can as-

sist the kids at school if there’s any
problems during classes, but it will
also be open to the public outside
school,” Muhanuzi says, noting there
is a hospital in the area but many peo-
ple cannot afford to get care there.
This will be another option for them

for minor ailments. “We're hoping to
build this soon because the earlier the
better—it is an urgent need.”

The school is just one part of HANDS
Canada’s work in Congo, Muhanuzi
notes. In a bid to make the school
sustainable, they’re also operating a
small pig farm, a garden, and a sew-
ing operation, all of which are gen-
erating income for the school while
also helping to feed and support local
families.

Newer initiatives of HANDS in the
country include a giant soccer tourna-
ment for the kids last summer and a
porridge program the last two school
years to ensure students aren’t going
to class on an empty stomach.

“I've very, very proud of what we’ve
done there,” Muhanuzi says. “My
dream has come true.

“I'm so grateful to the communi-
ties of Winkler and Morden for being
there for us through all this,” he adds.
“Every time we do a concert they
come out and support us. They've
been so good to us.”

Next week’s concert starts at 7 p.m.
Admission is free, but goodwill offer-
ings will be accepted. Donations of
over $20 will receive a tax receipt.

Liz Reimer now running for Morden-Winkler Tory nomination

Drops bid for Portage-Lisgar nomination

By Lorne Stelmach

A candidate who had been seeking
the Conservative nomination feder-
ally for the Portage-Lisgar riding is
instead turning her attention to pro-
vincial politics.

Liz Reimer had been seeking the
Conservative Party of Canada nomi-
nation to succeed Member of Parlia-
ment Candice Bergen, who is not run-
ning for re-election.

Shortly after Reimer announced her
bid for the nomination, though, Mor-
den-Winkler MLA Cameron Friesen
stepped down from his provincial
seat to do the same.

Now Reimer has decided to pursue
Friesen’s old job instead.

“Sometimes situations change,” said
Reimer. “If that opportunity would

have been there in November or even
hinted at the possibility of it being
available, I would have definitely
waited for it.

“I had to take some time to real-
ly deliberate and think about what
I should do,” she continued. “With
Portage-Lisgar as a whole, I've got
so many connections there too. Ulti-
mately, it came down to if both doors
had been open, which one would I
have pursued? And my automatic an-
swer is provincial.”

Reimer brings a range of experience
to the table including having been an
assistant to Friesen as well as region-
al director for the party in Manitoba.
She has worked not only as a staffer
but also as a volunteer for the pro-
vincial party for about 11 years. She
currently works as business develop-

ment specialist for the Morden Com-
munity Development Corporation.

She is excited about the potential of
representing a region as strong and
vital as Morden-Winkler.

“Here in Morden-Winkler, to be able
to work specifically for my commu-
nity, it is very exciting,” Reimer said.
“I have worked in both communi-
ties and worked with people in both
communities, worked on boards that
represent both communities ... both
of them are very unique, and I think
both have very unique strengths.

“I think we're a force to be reckoned
with in the province of Manitoba,” she
added. “I think our municipal leaders
are also starting to see that and want-
ing to work together, and I see the
next MLA needing to recognize that
and work with the municipal leaders.

“I do feel once the leadership starts
working together and people start
seeing that, we could be bigger and

Get in touch with us via e-mail:

Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

better.”

Also in the running for the provin-
cial Conservative nomination for
Morden-Winkler is Winklerite Carrie
Hiebert.
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Liz Reimer has decided to seek the
provincial Conservative nomination in
Morden-Winkler instead of the federal
one for Portage-Lisgar.
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Searching for Kleinstadt

By Lori Penner

The Manitoba prairies are filled with
stories. The wide-open fields we see
today may have once been the site of
thriving communities a century ago.

This was the eventual fate of the
Village of Hochstadt, northeast of Al-
tona. In 1880, the Mennonite village
boasted two rows of farmyards, with
housebarns, livestock, crops, a school,
and a church. Many of the residents
had moved there from the East re-
serve in search of better farmland.

In 1892, after the formation
of public schools, Hoch-
stadt was forced to change
its name to Kleinstadyt, as it
was designated as part of
the Kleinstadt School Dis-
trict. This district also in-
cluded the nearby village of
Eigengrund.

Eventually, most of the
families moved on. Today,
what was once the main vil-
lage street is the driveway
for a single farm. While a
few of the original yards are
still there, it’s hard to imag-
ine the village that it once
was.

Now an Altona couple, along with a
committee made up of former Klein-
stadt residents, are searching for in-
formation about the village, with the
hope of creating a history book to pre-
serve its memories and stories.

Joe and Lois Braun have put a call
out for material like written historical
accounts, genealogies, school records,
family stories, anecdotes, photos,
maps, and cemetery records, from
1880 to present day.

Joe’s memories of growing up in
Kleinstadt are rich with family and
community activities and learning in
a one-room schoolhouse. Those com-
munity baseball games and adven-
tures with village friends still linger

“KLEINSTADT
HOLDS AN
IMPORTANT
PLACE IN
HISTORY AND
SHOULD BE
REMEMBERED."

in his mind.

Years later, after he and Lois were
married, they developed their own
property in the Kleinstadt district.

Through his involvement with the
Manitoba Mennonite Historical Soci-
ety and the local History Seekers lec-
ture series, he became excited about
the stories that people shared about
their ancestors, about the political
situations that created unique events,
and the forces that shape people and
cultures.

Through these organizations he
also got to know a man
named Adolph Ens, a
college history profes-
sor and Mennonite his-
torian who became a
strong influence on him.

“Adolph Ens really
encouraged the descen-
dants of all pioneers
who settle east and
west reserves to collect
and record the histo-
ries of their villages
and communities,” Joe
says. “And it occurred
to me that Kleinstadt
also holds an important
place in history and should also be re-
membered.”

Lois adds, “Many books about lo-
cal villages have already been creat-
ed from the research ordinary people
have done—Neubergthal, Sommer-
feld, Schoenthal, Rosenfeld, and
more.”

Although the couple has already
reached out to many present and past
residents of the Hochstadt/Kleinstadt
area, they are still looking for anyone
who is a descendant of the early set-
tlers.

To jog a few memories, some fami-
ly names from Kleinstadt included:
the Krueger clan (Ben Krueger had
the strawberry farm), the genius
Funk brothers (chess players, musi-
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In the 1940s, Jacob Hoeppner of Kleinstadt built a model of the Hochstadt village,
labelled with the name of its original residents. Hoeppner passed the model
along to brothers Ken and Joe Braun (pictured) in 2007. Braun is now looking for
historical documents and stories for a book he and his wife are working on.

cians, and mathematicians), and the
Hochstadt Quartet consisting of Ben
J. Krueger, George W. Sawatzky, Jake
Hoeppner, and John Hoeppner, who
sang together for 61 years.

There was also Gail Martel Braun,
the phenomenal gardener who gave
tours of her flower gardens in Klein-
stadt called Blooming-Gail’s; a large
Kehler clan that included local histo-
rian W. J. “Bill” Kehler; Walter Hamm
and Stan Funk, known to anyone who
visits the MCC store; and the G. A.
Braun family—he was an Elim Bible
School teacher, and two of his sons,

Albert and Joe, also taught at one time
in Altona.

Kleinstadt s also the location of long-
time resident Wes Martens’ business,
WesMar Seeds; the home of the Wiebe
sisters, who sell their baking at the Al-
tona Farmers’ Market. Other former
residents who Altonans might know
who taught at Kleinstadt School in the
olden days were Al Schmidt, Pete Hil-
debrand, Mary Froese Siemens, and
Melvin Klassen.

There is one particular piece of

Continued on page 18

Interim Pine Ridge principal takes on the role permanently

By Voice staff

A familiar face will be heading up
Pine Ridge Elementary School in
Winkler this fall.

Garden Valley School Division an-

nounced last week Ashly Dyck will
be stepping into the principal role in
September.

Dyck has served as the school’s
principal on an interim basis since
2021 and was its vice-principal from

2019-2021.

“Ms. Dyck brings many years of
success and experience to the position
and is currently in her 20th year with
GVSD,” the division said in a state-
ment. “As an educational leader, Ms.

Dyck believes in creating conditions
where students learn together by car-
ing, collaborating and being curious.”
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'Anastasia' in Manitou
this weekend

Manitou's annual high school operetta-musical returns
this weekend with performances of Anastasia. The
show takes you from the twilight of the Russian empire
to the euphoria of Paris in the 1920s as a brave young
woman sets out to discover the mystery of her past.
Pursued by a ruthless Soviet officer determined to
silence her, Anya enlists the aid of a dashing con man
and a lovable ex-aristocrat. Together, they embark on
an adventure to help her find home, love, and family.
Showtimes are 7 p.m. Thursday to Saturday and 3 p.m.
on Sunday. Tickets for adults are $12 in advance or
$15 at the door, while youth 17 and under are $7 in
advance or $10 at the door. More information can be
found online at www.candlewick.ca.

v
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Winkler Police make arrests in major meth bust

By Voice staff

A trio of Winklerites and one Win-
nipegger were arrested after a police
bust last Friday night.

On March 10 just before 10 p.m.,
members of the Winkler and Morden
police services along with the Region-

al Support Tactical Team executed a
search warrant in the 1700 block of
Gemstone Drive.

Officers located drug trafficking par-
aphernalia, two air rifles, and a small
amount of methamphetamine inside
the residence.

Police also recovered power tools,

/
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personal identification documents,
and a motorized scooter—all items
that had been stolen during a recent
string of break-ins that had been un-
der investigation in Morden and Win-
Kler.

At approximately 12:58 a.m., police
stopped a vehicle on Gemstone Dr. in
relation to this investigation.

The three occupants of the vehicle
were taken into custody and found
to be in possession of approximately
240 grams of methamphetamine. One
of the suspects was also found in pos-
session of break-in instruments.

A 29-year-old woman from Winkler
has been charged with possession of
methamphetamine for the purpose of
trafficking and possession of proper-
ty obtained by crime over $5,000. She
was released from custody and will
appear in court next month.

A 26-year-old Winkler man has been
charged with possession of metham-
phetamine for the purpose of traffick-
ing, possession of property obtained
by crime over $5,000, possession of
break-in instruments, identity fraud,
and two counts of failing to comply

What's W/Wstory?
Call 204-325-6888

Do you have a suggestion
for our news team?
Is there someone you would like

to see recognized in the newspa-
per for their accomplishments
- athletic, academic
or community service.

with a probation order. He was re-
mains in custody.

A 27-year-old female from Winni-
peg is facing a charge of possession of
methamphetamine for the purpose of
trafficking and was released on an un-
dertaking with a June court date.

Police have also obtained an ar-
rest warrant for a fourth suspect, a
32-year-old Winkler man, who is fac-
ing charges of possession of metham-
phetamine for the purpose of traffick-
ing, possession of property obtained
by crime over $5,000, possession of a
weapon for a dangerous purpose, and
three charges of possession of a fire-
arm contrary to a prohibition order.

> KLEINSTADT, FROM PG. 17

Kleinstadt lore that Joe and Lois
are searching for.

“We want to find out if anyone
has a picture of the survey tower
that stood two miles east of Hwy.
30 between the 1920s and possi-
bly the 1940s,” Joe says.

The geodetic triangulation sur-
vey tower was one of three locat-
ed in Kleinstadt, St. Jean, and Ro-
land. Each had lamps on top and
were used for surveys.

“It was about 60 feet tall and
some of the old timers remember
climbing it for fun. Maybe some-
one has a photo, but so many of
the photos have disappeared,”
Joe says.

If anyone has any information or
stories to share about Kleinstadt,
contact the Brauns at 204-324-
6259 or by email to owltree76@
gmail.com
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GrainFox launches game-changing agtech platform

By Raegan Hedley - N ~

The future of grain and commodity marketing
is personalized. On Feb. 21, GrainFox launched
a new virtual platform that will help producers
keep up with the markets, plan and track their
cash flow, tabulate expenses, calculate returns,
track sales and inventory, and make sales deci-
sions.

“The process of grain marketing is very com-
plex. There’s a lot on the line and a lot of factors
that go into making that selling decision,” said
Liz Pham, Chief Growth Officer at GrainFox.
“We're really there to guide them through that
complexity, and remove the emotion of that sell-
ing decision.”

GrainFox doesn’t sell or broker the sale of
grain or commodities. According to the compa-
ny, the platform uses machine learning and Al
input from analytical teams, and insights from \_ 2R J
their network of Customer Success Managers SUBMITTED PHOTOS

to provide recommendations. It all came about  The smart Advisor will help producers keep up with the markets, plan and track their cash flow, tabulate

because Lepp said th?y identified a gap in the  eypenses, calculate returns, track sales and inventory, and make sales decisions.
market: small-to-medium-sized farms were be-

ing underserviced when it came to marketing
support for their operations.

“In these times of heightened volatility and
uncertainty in the markets, personalization has
never been more important to a producer’s sales
strategy,” said Mark Lepp, Founder and CEO of
GrainFox.

“We wanted to create a platform that’s cost-ef-
fective and has a self-serve option to bring more
value and support to help producers make more

informed grain selling decisions as they go through their journey er wants to use that information from
on their operation of taking their crop from the bin to the bank.” their operation to help power their
Lepp said the goal with GrainFox is to offer a “single source of wealth management tools, they can.”
truth for all things grain marketing,” where producers can connect At the core of the GrainFox platform
all their data that are relevant to the grain marketing decision to isatool called Smart Advisor. The first
help them make the best strategies possible. of its kind in North America, it pro-
“Farmers typically have at least a dozen different apps and dif- vides personalized sales recommen-
ferent data silos within their operation,” said Lepp. “What we’re  dations based on how the sale of each
working on is bringing all those data silos together so if the produc-  crop in a farmer’s portfolio interacts
with one another. It synthesizes his-

to'rical and current market data, along
- JOIN US FOR THE MARCH CONSIGNMENT SALE 2023 [ i rosuce cohlw o o

deliver advice that helps growers get

ITEMS AVAILABLE TO VIEW: MARCH 13TH - 16TH FROM 9AM T0 5PM their bins empty by harvest
BIDDING STARTS: MARCH 16TH AT 9AM AND LOTS STARTS CLOSING MARCH 23RD AT 10AM “There are literally dozens of key

. features that producers take into con-
Pickup Days: March 24th and 25th from 9am to 5pm. Arrangements sideration W}?en they make that deci-

can be made otherwise. CLOSED SUNDAYS. sion to sell,” said Lepp. “The amount
of data that we're able to synthesize
SALE WILL CONSIST OF FARM and bring to each individual opera-
EQUIPMENT, GENERAL tion is incredible.”

MERCHANDISE, OVERSTOCK AND Richard Surendrakumar, Chief Prod-
SURPLUS ITEMS, uct Officer of GrainFox, said Smart
PLUS MUCH MORE! Advisor pulls from an ever-growing

bank of over 20,000 data sets.
THIS IS AN ONLINE BIDDING “Every day we discover new data
AUCTION ONLY! IF YOU sets that could be potentially relevant
REQUIRE HELP OR DO NOT HAVE to the trends, the prices, and some of
INTERNET ACCESS the decisions that we make in the al-
CALL (204) 434-6519 gorithms. Now, these data sets could
be things like your macroeconomic

Call Today if you would like your items Consigned! Office (204) 434-6519 ® Brad Kehler (204) 346-2440 « Ed Pylypjuk (204) 392-8442 )
e Darryl Enns (204) 216-0931 ITEMS ARE SOLD AS YOU SEE THEM. WITH NO WARRANTY. Continued on page 22
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Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada

Agriculture et
Agroalimentaire Canada

Advance Payments Programme de
Program paiements anticipés

A FINANGIAL
TOOL FLEXIBLE
FOR THE WAY
YOU FARM

A cash advance from CCGA is an important tool for your farm’s financial
toolkit. Use it to support your spring working capital needs and save on
borrowing costs as you work to get this year’s crop off to a good start.

An Advance Payments Program (APP) cash advance from CCGA offers farmers
$250,000 in interest-free financing and up to an additional $750,000 at an
interest rate of prime less 0.75%.

Put an advance to work in whatever way works best for your farm, including
financing spring inputs, investing in farm improvements or repairs, general
operating costs, and more. CCGA offers advances on over 50 conventional
and organic commodities including crops, livestock, and honey.

“With rising interest rates, the savings a farmer can realize from using the
advance program are more significant than ever, taking into consideration the
interest-free component and the interest-bearing rate,” says Dave Gallant,
Director of Finance and Operations at CCGA.

“If you're not already benefitting from the flexibility offered by a cash advance
from CCGA, it’s definitely worth a look this year.”

New customers can call our customer service team to start an application
for you in as little as 15 minutes. Returning customers can apply in their
online account, or by calling CCGA. 2023 advances will begin issuing on
Monday, April 3.

Explore how an APP cash advance from CCGA can benefit you.

If you're thinking about getting a cash advance or have questions,
call our experienced staff at 1-866-745-2256.

WHY A CASH ADVANCE FROM CCGA?

“CCGA provides us with a cost-effective option to help manage our cash flow
and budgeting.” — Alberta farmer

“Your staff is friendly and helpful and the speed our accounts are processed is
very quick. | am very happy with the service you offer.”
— Saskatchewan farmer

The APP is a federal program administered by CCGA. It offers
Canadian farmers marketing flexibility through interest-free and
low-interest cash advances.
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MHHC hires habitat conservation
specialist for our area

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Manitoba Habitat Heritage Cor-
poration (MHHC) has expanded its
network of habitat conservation spe-
cialists to include our region.

The non-profit conservation orga-
nization last week announced it has
hired Kathy Murray to fill this po-
sition at its new office in Treherne.
This office covers all the communities
south of Portage la Prairie to the Can-
ada-U.S. border

“Kathy is an excellent fit for the po-
sition and the Treherne office,” said
MHHC field manager Curtis Hullick
in a statement. “She brings a wealth of
agricultural, botany and conservation
experience to the position. That expe-
rience will help support the delivery
of MHHC programming throughout
south central Manitoba.”

Established in 1986, MHHC was
formed to work in partnership with
Manitoba landowners to maintain
and enhance fish and wildlife habitat.
It offers a variety of programs focused
on those goals, including Conserva-
tion Agreements designed to provide
long-term protection of natural habi-
tats.

Raised on a livestock farm south of
Portage, Murray today calls Treherne
home. She is a professional agrolo-
gist with a plant science degree from
Brandon University.

Her previous work includes assess-
ing agricultural field trials and crop
appraisals and work as a mixed grass
prairie biologist conducting grassland
inventories and pasture management
projects in south-western Manitoba.

She’s also no stranger to MHHC
and its work—two years ago she was
hired by the agency as the coordi-
nator for the Trans Canada Shelter-
belt Project between Oakville and St.
Frangois-Xavier, which aims to plant
30 kilometres of trees to improve win-
ter driving safety by reducing blow-
ing snow.

Murray will continue with this proj-
ect while also working with area pro-
ducers to deliver MHHC’s grassland
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Kathy Murray is the new local habitat
conservation specialist for the
Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation

and habitat conservation program-
ming.

Among the projects Murray is ex-
cited to be spreading the word about
is MHHC’s Grassland Stewardship
Agreements. These agreements pro-
vide cattle producers with up to
$13,000 per quarter section or $50,000
per landowner.

“Those are 10-year agreements
based on grazing infrastructure, Mur-
ray explains. “So we’ll pay for fences
or solar watering systems, things like
that ... to keep pastures under grazing
management versus being considered
for cultivation.”

Murray notes she’ll be busy reach-
ing out to area producers who per-
haps haven’t heard about MHHC or
don’t know much about their pro-
gramming. She’s passionate about
promoting habitat conservation.

“It's about the long-term resilience
of our land, environmental goods and
services, protecting species at risk
and biodiversity,” she says.

MHHC's offices in Treherne are lo-
cated at 208 Railway Ave., beside the
bowling alley. Murray can also be
reached at 204-871-1569, via email to
KMurray@mhhc.mb.ca.

“IT'S ABOUT THE LONG-TERM RESILIENCE OF OUR LAND,
ENVIRONMENTAL GOODS AND SERVICES, PROTECTING SPECIES

AT RISK AND BIODIVERSITY."
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Morden's Katia Peters shoots for the skies

By Lorne Stelmach

It may have seemed predestined for
Katia Peters to end up flying in her
life and for a living.

Now that her career path is taking
flight with a commercial licence, the
daughter of a Morden pilot fondly re-
membered by many people feels her
father would be proud of what she’s
accomplished.

“Being the best in our field was what
he wanted us to do,” Peters said re-
cently during Women of Aviation
Week, an event where aviation enthu-
siasts across the globe celebrate the
113th anniversary of the world’s first
female pilot licence and encourage
more women to get into the field.

Having recently graduated from the
highly regarded aviation program
at the University of North Dakota
(UND), where Peters now serves as
a flight instructor, she thinks often of
her father Jim Peters, who operated
Mountain City Aviation in Morden
until he died in a crash last year.

She very much grew up around avi-
ation and flying, but it wasn’t neces-
sarily something she at first saw her-
self taking up.

“I definitely remember as a kid my
dad encouraged me and all of my sib-
lings ... not just to get at least a private
pilot’s licence, he wanted us to be in-
volved in aviation at least a little bit
and do it for fun.

“I remember being the kid who went
no, dad, I'm not going to do it,” she
recalled. “And now, I'm the kid who
is actually pursuing it as a career, so |
thought that is kind of ironic.

“He always encouraged us to at
least hang out at the flight school ...
and he always even recruited us just
to be summer workers,” said Peters,
who then recalled one summer going
through a bunch of flying magazines
and seeing photos of a HondaJet that
got her attention.

“I thought that would be kind of
cool to fly one of these,” she said. “So
it was then maybe I will go into avi-
ation.”

Peters then discovered that UND
was known for having a top aviation
school, so it seemed like a perfect op-
portunity.

“It was kind of a no-brainer. Even
though it’s in the States, it was only
a few hours away from Morden, so I
could easily come home to visit or my
family could come to see me.”

It quickly became a passion for her,
and she often thinks of her father now
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Katia Peters, shown above with her late father and
fellow pilot Jim Peters, recently completed her aviation
training at the University of North Dakota, where she

now works as a flight instructor.

as she takes to the skies.

“My dad drew me to flying, so it
makes me feel connected to him,”
said Peters. “I also just thought it’s
something different ... it’s liberating
just to be able to go up in the air and
have that skill that I have now, and I
can take people up. I love going for
flights with my friends.

“I love showing that it’s really not
that difficult ... that anybody can be a
pilot, and I just love sharing that with
other people.

“Also travelling is another thing
that I really want to do,” added Pe-
ters, who now has a number of career
options ahead of her, including flying
for an airline or another corporate
company. For now, she's enjoying be-
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ing a flight instructor.

“Typically before you go to an air-
line, you need about 1,500 hours. But
UND, since it is such an accredited
program, they’ll make us have about
a thousand hours,” she noted. “Once
I get about 2,000 hours, that's when I
can be looking at airlines or some sort
of corporate job.”

Peters didn’t necessarily encounter
a lot of barriers to getting into the in-
dustry, but she did observe that she
was clearly in the minority as a wom-
an.

“There’s definitely challenges
there definitely is a bit more of a focus
for women,” she suggested. “When
I started at UND, the percentage of
women who were involved in avi-

data trends, data events, news arti-
cles, financial data and more” said
Surendrakumar.

“It's the algorithm that’s really do-
ing the heavy lifting here. It finds
patterns, correlations and causality
relationships between all of these
types of information and marries
them to the farm’s operational con-
straints.”

Surendrakumar said they are al-
ways striving to make their algo-
rithms better.

He said they’re always asking,
“what are some some of the ways in
which we can understand the user
better, understand the user’s farm
operations better, and then integrate

that into the algorithms and the de-
cision-making?”

Pham said they often get asked
about data privacy and security, and
clarified that they do not sell or so-
licit individual client data.

“We know that clients are input-
ting that data to get the most out of
the tools in GrainFox, and we know
they’re entrusting us with protect-
ing it,” said Pham.

“GrainFox clients own their data.
The farm data information that is
inputted is really for the benefit of
the client. The more specific the in-
formation, the deeper the personal-
ization.”

GrainFox (formerly FarmLink)

ation program was maybe five per
cent, and now it’s up to about 13 per
cent.

“There are some struggles. It's a bal-
ance between am I being hired by this
company because of my skill or is it
because I am a woman and they need
more diversity,” she observed. “We
want it to be because we're skilled.”

Peters would encourage any girl or
woman with an interest to give avia-
tion consideration.

“I know the cost always is some-
thing that might turn people away ...
but if you can, I would recommend to
anyone who has even the slightest in-
terest to go for it.”

acquired DePutter Publishing in
2022. Lepp said they were excited
to bring together two of the lead-
ing brands in Canada that provide
farmers grain marketing strategies.
GrainFox features analysis from two
in-house teams that work together:
FarmLink and DePutter Publishing.

“Those two different strategies are
fed into GrainFox and pushed out
to our clients, making it a really effi-
cient channel for real-time informa-
tion gathering,” said Lepp.

GrainFox is currently only avail-
able to Canadian growers, but they
have plans to expand to the U.S. in
the near future.

News or sports tip2 E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888




Staffing agency for Ukrainian refugees
reaching out to Manitoba employers

By Lorne Stelmach

A company that specializes in match-
ing Ukrainian workers with suitable
employers in Manitoba is reaching
out further across the province and is
hoping to make inroads into the Mor-
den-Winkler area.

Myrowich Staffing Agency grew out
of the needs of Mark Myrowich, a Ca-
nadian entrepreneur with Ukrainian
roots who was facing serious worker
shortages at his manufacturing plant
in rural Manitoba.

He started to establish connections
with Ukrainian newcomers online
and offering them jobs, and the idea
took off from there.

“There is a talent shortage in Cana-
da and a talent surplus coming from
Ukraine. I cracked the code and fig-
ured out how to connect the two for
the benefit of all,” said Myrowich.

“We find skilled relevant candidates,
and we try to understand the needs
of the business and try to match the
two,” said Andrii Podyma, market-
ing coordinator for Myrowich Staff-
ing Agency. “We launched a market-
ing campaign across all of Manitoba.
We work a lot of companies both in

“WE FIND SKILLED RELEVANT
CANDIDATES AND WE TRY
TO UNDERSTAND THE NEEDS
OF THE BUSINESS AND TRY
TO MATCH THE TWO."

Winnipeg and in rural areas, and we
match the two.”

Myrowich came to see the opportu-
nity with the Canadian government
having brought in measures to admit
thousands of Ukrainians to Canada
under the Canada-Ukraine Authori-
zation for Emergency Travel Program.

The opportunity for Ukrainians to
obtain a three-year open work permit
through the program was the perfect
opportunity to match need with help-
ing Ukrainians in Canada.

With 25 successful placements in his
two factories, Myrowich learned the
talents, knowledge, skills and expe-
rience of some of the Ukrainians he
hired far exceeded the requirements
of the jobs.

After a few conversations with some
of his key hires, Myrowich Staffing
Agency was born from this need to
get people into the right seats with the
right companies. Now, with a team of
12 Ukrainians, most of whom are flu-
ent in several languages, he has creat-
ed an online tool to connect incoming
Ukrainians with local businesses.

He even came up with an idea on
how to break the language barrier:
the Myrowich crews are vetted and
similar skilled candidates grouped
together for rapid deployment to a
target company. They match the syn-
ergy of such a group in accordance
with the job requirements and duties
while making sure there is at least
one skilled crew member who speaks
fluent English and is able to lead the
crew and communicate both with an
employer and other members.

Podyma said they recognize that
there is a real need for more intensive
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Liudmyla Mysnyk got a job with a dry cleaner in Winnipeg with the help of the

Myrowich Staffing Agency.
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Myrowich Staffing Agency founder Mark Myrowich (left) with Artem Zhovtovskyi,
who is now working at ECB Verdyol in Riverton.

support and assistance.

“He knew at that time about the
hardships of a business owner like
himself to find reliable people for his
business in a rural area specifically."

And there is especially interest
among many clients to settle in the
country, Podyma noted.

“Moving to rural Manitoba is more
beneficial for Ukrainians,” he sug-
gested. “I've talked to lots of Ukraini-
ans here, and most of them are will-
ing to stay and learn the language and
settle in the communities.

“I can say from my experience ... I
lived in Gimli for some time ... it was
great living there in rural Manitoba.
We got lots of help from people, help
from the community.”

A couple of Myrowich’s employees
at ECB Verdyol (Erosion Control Blan-
kets) in Riverton spoke highly of what
it has meant to them.

“Having worked for his company
for more than seven months now, I
can say that he’s a great boss and a
kind-hearted person,” said Artem
Zhovtovskyi. “I'm very thankful to
Mark for giving me a permanent job
and helping me along my way of set-
tling in Canada.”

“We moved and stayed in the small
rural town of Gimli, which is a nice
and quiet place with extremely pow-
erful help from the local community,”
said Roman Okhrym. “I thank Mark
as well as local volunteers and the
community for helping us settle in the
area and giving us a permanent job.”

“Without the language and under-
standing of how to properly create a
resume, I reached out to Myrowich
Staffing Agency to help me,” said Iry-
na Kliushnyk, who works at Best Care
Dry Cleaners in Winnipeg. “Within
less than a week, together with anoth-
er girl from Ukraine, we were invit-
ed for an interview at Best Care Dry

Cleaners, and we got the job. We are
very thankful to Myrowich Staffing
and their recruiters for continuous
help in finding a good job.”

Her co-worker Liudmyla Mysnyk
echoed that sentiment.

“They were very helpful, and now
I have a full-time job and am very
thankful for an opportunity to stay
and work in Manitoba.”

Other work placements across
southern Manitoba have ranged from
Sisson Farms in Portage, Red River
Forage in Morris, and Treherne Colli-
sion and Glass to Haskett Growers in
Rathwell, Pilot Mound Hockey Acad-
emy, and Philgo Farms in St. Claude.

Myrowich recalled his own family’s
story as inspiration.

“I remember the stories my grand-
parents told me about the challenges
they experienced settling in Canada
just after World War I. They told me
how tough it was, not knowing the
language, not knowing the culture of
the place, but knowing that they had
anew life ahead of them for their chil-
dren,” he said.

“They got a little piece of land, start-
ed a farm and that’s where my father
was born. I was born on that same
farm. And now, with this new gener-
ation of Ukrainians that are coming to
Canada, I want to pay it forward, for
the help that my grandparents got, to
this generation.”

“I can see more and more opportu-
nities coming from rural areas, par-
ticularly from the western area,” said
Podyma. “I believe there’s potential
for much, much more.

“You get a feeling of fulfillment.
You're helping people and also help-
ing address the staffing problems of
companies in Manitoba, so it’s kind of
a win-win situation.”

For more information, head to hireu-
krainian.ca.
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Hawks must
win game three
to continue

By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Hawks are on
the brink of elimination from the Man-
itoba male U18 playoffs this week.

The third ranked Hawks are down
two games to the second place Win-
nipeg Bruins after suffering a pair of
shutout losses this past weekend.

Game one Friday in Winnipeg saw
the Bruins earn a 4-0 victory. Game
two in Morden Sunday afternoon
went even worse for the Hawks as
they were blanked 7-0.

The Bruins went two for four on
the powerplay in the series opener as
they took period leads of 2-0 and 3-0
on Pembina Valley before putting it
away with an empty- net goal. Raiden
LeGall made 43 saves in goal for the
Hawks, who were outshot 47-27.

Things fell apart for Pembina Val-
ley in the second period of game two
when Winnipeg expanded on a 1-0
lead with five more goals, and the
Hawks failed to capitalize on seven
powerplay opportunities.

Dimitri Fortin got his second straight
shutout on 38 saves. LeGall stopped
31 of 37 shots through two periods
and then Bryson Yaschyshyn allowed
one goal on eight shots in the third.

Pembina Valley will try to keep their
playoff hopes alive Friday in Winni-
peg. If the series is extended, game
four will be in Morden Sunday and
game five in Winnipeg Tuesday.

In the other semi-final, the first place
Brandon Wheat Kings and fourth
ranked Winnipeg Wild came into the
week even at a game apiece.
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The Pembina
Hawks are in
a do-or-die
situation  this
week after
losing games
one and two
of their playoff
series against
the Winnipeg
Bruins. Game
two in Morden
Sunday was a
7-0 rout for the
Bruins.
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Morden Bombers take games one and two

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Morden Bombers are narrowing
in on the SEMHL title.

Morden downed Ste. Anne by a
wide margin in the first two games of
the league’s final playoff round.

Playing at home Friday night, the

Bombers took game one 4-1.

Mike Rey opened scoring with two
goals in the first period. Tyler Peers
made it 3-0 early in the third and then
Jory Mullin put in the final nail in the
third. Ste. Anne managed their lone
goal midway through the second.

Reed Peters stood tall in net for Mor-

den with 40 saves off 41 shots on goal.
His teammates fired back 43.

Sunday’s game saw Morden score
four goals once again, but this time
they kept Ste. Anne off the scoreboard
entirely.

Contributing to the tally was Jay
Fehr, Keane Boucher, Adam Hughes-

man, and Peers with an empty-netter
in the game’s final minutes.

Peters made 35 saves for a shutout
in goal as Morden outshot Ste. Anne
56-35.

Game three is Wednesday night in
Morden. Game four is in Ste. Anne
Friday.



Flyers post two losses
as season winds down

By Ashleigh Viveiros

As the clock ticks down on the reg-
ular season, the Winkler Flyers found
themselves on the losing end of two
games this past week.

On March 8 in Portage, the Flyers
fell to the first-place Portage Terriers
3-2.

After a scoreless opening frame, the
Terriers drew first blood at 2:56, only
to lose that lead 17 seconds later when
Zach Nicolas scored for Winkler.

Nicolas then pulled the Flyers into
the lead 2-1 in the 11th minute; Por-
tage managed to tie things up before
the second intermission.

The tie held until eight minutes into
the third when the Terriers got what
ended up being the final goal of the
night.

Portage just barely outshot Winkler
27-25. Malachi Klassen made 24 saves

in net for the Flyers.

The Neepawa Titans then handed
the Flyers their second loss of the
week Saturday in Winkler.

Nicolas scored the home team’s lone
goal of the night in the final minute
of the otherwise scoreless first period.
The Titans tied it up in the second and
then scored two more in the third to
take the game 3-1.

Aidan Comeau was in net for Win-
kler this game. He made 28 saves off
of 31 shots. His teammates had 41
shots on goal.

With that, Winkler’s record sits at
33-15-6-1 for 73 points, which is good
for third place in the MGEU East Di-
vision behind the Portage Terriers in
first (87 points) and the Steinbach Pis-
tons in second (81 points). In fourth
place are the Niverville Nighthawks
(52 points). The top four teams in
the division have all earned playoff
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The 19971998 MJHL championship Winkler Flyers team were back in town
Saturday to celebrate the 25th anniversary of their win with an alumni game.

berths.

The Flyers play two of their final
three games at home, hosting Stein-
bach this Wednesday and Dauphin on
Saturday. They then travel to Niver-
ville on Sunday to close out the sea-
son ahead of the playoffs.

As they prepared to embark on their
own playoff run, the Flyers last week-

end took some time to acknowledge
the success of a past roster.

Saturday afternoon saw the 1997-
1998 championship-winning Flyers
team return home for a 25th anni-
versary alumni game that pit them
against other Flyers alumni in a
friendly exhibition match.

Zone 4 hockey league hands out season-end awards

By Voice staff

As the Morden Thunder and the
Portage Collegiate Trojans battle
it out to see who will be the Zone 4
High School Hockey League champs,
the regular season’s award winners
have been announced.

Tanner Anderson of the Pembina
Tigers was named the Heavy Metal
Designs Most Valuable Player. The
Tigers’ team captain is their leading
goal scorer and current points leader.
He had four hat tricks in five games in
the regular season.

Receiving the Lew Mueller Defen-
seman of the Year Award is Portage’s
Maddox Shindle. Shindle is both the
highest point producing defenseman
in the league as well as the primary
penalty killer and shut down defen-
seman for his team.

The Top Goaltender Award went to
Logan Mazinke of the Morris Mav-
ericks for his .941 save percentage
(among the best in the league). He’s
allowed just 31 goals in 15 games,
which at 2.01 GAA puts him at fourth
best in the league.

The Lloyd C. Orchard Most Sports-
manlike Player Award winner is
Ethan Wilde of the Carman Cougars.
Wilde was lauded as a hard workers

and a positive mentor for younger
players.

Taking home the Top Scorer Award
is Portage’s J] Oke, who finished the
regular season with 37 goals and 23
assists for a total of 60 points in 23
games.

The Morris Mavericks were named
the Top Defensive Team for having
the least goals scored against them in
the regular season.

The Morden Thunder received the
Charlie Maykut Fair Play Award for
accumulating the least penalty min-
utes.

Official of the Year is Johl Swedlo.

Finally, the Morden Thunder’s
coaches received the Coaching Staff
of the Year honour, as voted on by
each member team in the league.

The league also announced its All-
Star roster for the game taking place
in Altona this Saturday, March 18. The
top Zone 4 players will be taking on
the Winnipeg Elite.

The Morden Thunder coaching staff
will lead a team made up of forwards
Alex Van Deynze (PCI), J] Oke (PCI),
Owen Vanrobaeys (Morden), Josh
Ryckman-Guilford (Morden), Rylan

Keck (Morris), Awstin Suwala (Mor-
ris), Ty Tarnick (WC Miller), Tanner
Anderson (Pembina), Brayden Froese
(GVC), Ryan Orchard (Carman), Brett
Lesage (Mountain), and Noah Bergen
(NPC); defencemen Maddox Shindle
(PCI), Nick Wiebe (Morden), Noah
Maynard (Morris), Xander Dyck (WC
Miller), James Young (Pembina), and
Hudson Friesen (GVC); and goalten-
ders Logan Mazinke (Morris) and
Rowan Cherkas (PCI)

Puck drops at 3 p.m.

Twisters fall to Hawks, down Riels

By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Twisters had
mixed results this past weekend as
the MMJHL regular season draws to
a close.

Pembina Valley fell 7-1 to the
Charleswood Hawks Friday but re-
bounded for a 7-2 victory Sunday
over the St. Boniface Riels.

With two games remaining, the
Twisters are at 21-16-3-3 for 48 points
and are guaranteed to finish at least
sixth but with a chance to possibly

edge past Fort Garry Fort Rouge,
which had one game left and were at
51 points.

Against third place Charleswood,
the Twisters gave up five unanswered
second period goals and then a pair
of power play markers in the third
period. Merek Degraeve scored the
lone Pembina Valley goal while Lo-
gan Enns made 22 saves as the Hawks
outshot Charleswood 29-28.

The Twisters connected for three
power play goals and held period

leads of 1-0 and 4-0 against St. Boni-
face.

Caelen Russell scored twice while
Degraeve, Cody Clark, Kyle VanDe-
nyze, Nico Vigier, and Slade Sotheran
contributed singles.

Shots on goal were 36-31 for the
Twisters, who got a 29 save perfor-
mance from Enns.

The regular season concludes this
weekend with Pembina Valley visit-
ing Transcona Friday and then host-
ing the Raiders Sunday.

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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Memories of Morden-Winkler hockey days gone by

By Lorne Stelmach

He only spent his growing up years
in the Winkler and Morden area, but
an Ontario resident still has some
fond memories of his time here over
a half century ago.

A few of Hal Grunau’s recollections
revolve around hockey, with a favor-
ite tale involving the former Morden
arena back in the day; it offers up a
small slice of local history.

Born in Winkler in 1936, Grunau
played hockey as a substitute goal-
tender, and he fondly recalls a time
back in 1948 at the old arena that used
to be downtown immediately south
of Confederation Park.

“I recall, at that time, there was kind
of an open rink with open rafters
and wooden boards around it ... and
I remember as a child I would often
look at the horse that was in there in
the summertime eating grass,” says
Grunau, who recalls there was a small
building nearby with a makeshift
stove where one could warm up.

Grunau recalls he didn’t see much
ice time as a young player thanks to
the skill of the starting goalie at the
time.

“I do remember that Ron Leiding
was the lead goalie, and I was second
...  don’t remember ever actually be-
ing in the net though, so I guess that
says something about how much Ron
was the goalie.

“What I remember is gettmg into a
truck and all of us sitting in the back
of a flatbed truck with a couple of
benches on each side ... this was in
Winkler, and we were going to play a
game in Morden.

“I don’t remember much else about
it except the building itself,” contin-
ues Grunau. “What I do remember
is I somehow got right up there over
centre ice [in the rafters], and I guess I
just sat there. I remember being there
for much of the game.”

“I remember I was watching Ron
Leiding [play] ... I remember hoping
that I could get in. But he was the
goalie of choice for Winkler for many,
many years.

“What is surprising though is there
was nobody that had any interest in
me being up there. No one said hey,
get off there or anything like that,”
he notes. “Eventually, I got down
again ... people must have noticed
me, though but no one said anything
about it.”

It is among just a few recollections
from those days for Grunau, who also
recalled one story from Dave Petkau,
another player he knew at the time,
who had an encounter with the play-
er who came to be known as ‘Black’
Jack Stewart.

Originally from Pilot Mound, Stew-
art went on to play in 12 NHL sea-
sons for the Detroit Red Wings and
Chicago Black Hawks. He won two

Zodiacs bring home banner
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The Garden Valley Collegiate junior varsity girls team brought home the
banner from the provincial championships held in Winnipeg last weekend.
The Zodiacs kicked the weekend off with a 72-39 win over the Linden Christian
Wings. They went on to beat the St. James Jimmies 59-44 and then defeated
the Lorette Scorpions 40-30 in the final. Receiving individual accolades for
their skills on the court was Mekdes Wall, provincial tournament all-star, and
Maria Bergen, who was named tournament MVP.

FACEBOOK.COM/GVCZODIACS
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The old Morden arena downtown,
circa the mid-20th century. Right: Ron
Leiding, who was a top Winkler goalie
for many years.

Stanley Cup championships with the
Red Wings and was named to the
post-season all-star team on five oc-
casions.

Back at the time, though, Stewart
had been checked hard by Petkau, re-
calls Grunau.

“And Black Jack said something like,
“You do that once more and you're go-
ing to wind up in those rafters.””

All in all, it obviously was different
times, says Grunau, who also recalled
a story from Petkau that they “actual-
ly went to a hockey game once some-
where in a sleigh ... to play in this oth-
er town.
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“I definitely have good memories

from my time there.”
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Book Your Classified Ad Today -
Call 325-6888 or Email
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

SCRAP METAL

Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and

autos. No item too
large! Best prices paid,
cash in hand. Phone Alf
at 204-461-1649.

LAKESIDE
FLIGHT ACADEMY

Want to learn how to
fly? Lakeside Flight
Academy is the most
affordable in Canada.
Recreational,  private
and commercial cer-
tificates. We offer flight
training and ground
school (air law, navi-
gation,  meteorology,
aeronautics  general
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

E.F. Moon is a well-established
Heavy Construction Company
founded in 1962 and located in
Portage la Prairie, MB.

We are currently seeking expe-
rienced, goal oriented individu-
als for employment in a number
of areas: Class 1 & 3 Drivers,
Foremen, Skilled Laborers,
Sewer & Water Personnel,
Directional Drill Personnel,
Excavator, Dozer, Grader, Rock
Truck, Loader, Vac Truck and
Packer Operators.

We offer competitive wages,
comprehensive benefits  plan,
safety training and a safe work
environment.

Requirements are:  Minimum
class 5 driver’s license, positive
work attitude, reliable, able to
work well with a team or alone,
safety oriented, able to work ex-
tended hours.

If you are interested in joining
a well-established and grow-
ing company with room for ad-
vancement, please visit us at
1200 Lorne Ave. E. in Portage la
Praiie, MB to fil out an
application, apply online at www.
efmoon.ca or email a resume to
jackiek@efmoon.ca

SERVICES

Confidential, personal,
Christian  counseling,
guidance by correspon-
dence by mail: Chris-
tian Counseling, Box
39, Stonewall, MB. ROC
270.

FOR RENT

Suite rental — large con-
do style apartment with
common area. On-site
laundry, 1 bdrm. plus
utility room. 15 minutes
from Winkler & Carman.
Best deal in southern
MB! $500/mo. Ph 204-
615-0676. pgrift@shaw.
ca

HELP WANTED

Employment Opportu-
nity - Grain farm looking
for a seasonal employ-
ee to operate and main-
tain farm equipment,
located west of Morden.
Phone or text David
Martens 204-324-7261.

WANTED TO BUY

Mobile Scooter with cab
in good condition. Call
204-325-8190.

FINANCIAL
SERVICES
Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types
considered. No credit
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get
quick approval. Toll free
1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmort

gages.ca

SENIOR RENTALS

OAKWEST ESTATES

HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

1240 sq.ft., 1 bdrm with a den.
Heated garage parking is available.
Rent includes all utilities, yard care,

snow removal and more,
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net

or call 204-362-7151

for more information.

SENIOR RENTALS

Garden Park Estates

has one suite available.

1 bdrm with a den, 1085 sq.ft. 1 %2
bath. Open spacious floor plan, in
suite laundry hook ups, indoor heated
garage parking available,and more.

Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net
or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have a newsworthy item to announce? An ex-
citing change in operations? Though we cannot guarantee publication, MCNA
will get the information into the right hands for ONLY $35 + GST/HST. Call
MCNA 204-947-1691 for more information. See www.mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising” tab for more details.

BOOK YOUR SPRING HIRING / RECRUITING CLASSIFIEDS NOW! Be seen
in the 32 Weekly Manitoba Community Newspapers to get your messaging all
over the province. Let people know in the Blanket Classifieds! Call 204-467-
5836 or call MCNA at 204-947-1691 for more details or to book ads. MCNA
- Manitoba Community Newspapers Association. www.mcna.com

HEALTH

Are you suffering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to try
elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefits humans and
pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and water. Key
compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & cartilage cell re-
generation & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 or e-mail
stonewoodelkranch @ mymts.net

PUBLIC NOITCE

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:
THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY BY-LAW 3-23
Being an AMENDMENT to the R.M. OF STANLEY
ZONING BY-LAW 8-18, AS AMENDED.

HEARING R.M. of Stanley
Council Chambers
LOCATION: 1-23111 PTH 14, SW 7-3-4W
DATE & TIME: March 30, 2023 at 10:05 a.m.
GENERAL INTENT: To amend Appendix 1 Use Table within Zoning By-law 8-18 to

allow for the use of “School” as a conditional use in the
Stanley Corridor Zone

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Groening,

Planning and Development Officer
Rural Municipality of Stanley
1-23111 PTH 14, Stanley MB R6P 0B1
Phone: (204) 325-4101

Email: mgroening@rmofstanley.ca

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the location
noted above during normal office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made and
extracts taken there from, upon request.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Walinga Inc.in Carman,
Manitoba is looking for a
flexible, enthusiastic,
reliable, team player
to fill the following position:

Service Administrator

* Greeting customers and scheduling service appointments

» Creating Job Orders based on input from the customer;
including detailed descriptions of the problems and
repairs

¢ Review Job Orders for completeness

* Being well organized and having a good understanding
of computer systems.

e Back up parts sales representative when necessary

* Willing to train the right candidate.

Walinga offers modern machinery, competitive wages,
full health benefits, company pension, and a great work
environment.

If you are looking for a rewarding career in this area or
would like to share a resume please contact Ray Beukema
at 204-745-2951 (ext 440) or email him at ray.beukema@
walinga.com

We thank all applicants for their inferest, but only those
considered for an interview will be contacted.

L CAREERS
MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding.
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid pro-
vincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates who do
not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the apprentice-
ship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible.

Overtime and on-call duties are required.The successful applicant

will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills,

trouble shooting skills,and be a team player.

The following would be considered an asset for this position:

« Experience in grain handling, processing, or manufacturing
facility

+ Experience in industrial equipment maintenance and repair

+ Ability to read blueprints and technical documents

+ Pressure or structural welding tickets and related experience

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and

benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy,

and rewarding workplace for all employees.

A job description for this position can be found online on the

Bunge website: https://jobs.bunge.com/. enter“Altona”in the field

“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Worker” to read the

description. Applications should be made online with an attached

resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

PUBLIC NOITCE

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC
HEARING will be held to receive representations from any person(s)
who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:
THE TOWN OF ALTONA ZONING BY-LAW 1810/2023
Being an AMENDMENT to the TOWN OF ALTONA
ZONING BY-LAW 1792/2021, AS AMENDED

HEARING: ALTONA CIVIC OFFICE

LOCATION: 111 CENTRE AVENUE EAST, ALTONA, MB

DATE & March 28th, 2023

TIME: at 6:00 PM

GENERAL To add greenhouse/garden centres as a

INTENT: conditional use in the “INDUSTRIAL
GENERAL’ Zone, to add large free-standing
signs in “COMMERICAL
NEIGHBORHOOD” Zones and to include
requirements when “INDUSTRIAL” &
“COMMERICAL” Zones are abutting
residential zones.

AREA: TOWN OF ALTONA

FOR INFORMATION

CONTACT: Susan Stein, General Manager

RPGA PLANNING DISTRICT

Box 270, Altona MB ROG 0B0

Phone: (204) 324-5357 manager@rpgamb.ca
A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be
inspected at the location noted above during normal office hours,
Monday to Friday. Copies may be made and extracts taken there
from, upon request.
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The
Aurora Plus

1648 SqFt RTM
3 bedrooms, ensuite,
huge kitchen, quartz
countertops, island,
9ft walls, double
cathedral ceiling and
an abundance of
natural lighting. James
Hardie Siding.
Pictures available
Www.
wgiesbrechthomes.ca
Taking orders for
Summer / Fall
Delivery 2023

204-346-3231

HIP/KNEE
Replacement?
Other medical
conditions causing
TROUBLE WALKING
or DRESSING?

The Disability Tax
Credit allows for
$2,500 yearly tax
credit and up to
$30,000 Lump sum
refund.

Apply NOW; quickest
refund Nationwide!
Providing assistance
during Covid.

Expert Help:
204-453-5372

EMPLOYMENT

BORDER LAND
SCHOOL DIVISION

Life Long Learning

Border Land School Division invites applicants for a

TEACHING

PRINCIPAL

FOR EMERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
IN EMERSON, MB

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

CLASS 1
TRUCK DRIVER
To run Canada

- Paid pick, drops,
layovers and stat pay

- Multi drop runs

- Benefit package

- Dedicated truck

- Sign on bonus

- Annual bonus

- Reset at home

- Weekend home time

- Paid training

- Referral program

Derek (204) 793-7465
CENTENNIAL TRANSPORT

& LEASING LTD.

take ©,

DEVOTION

Devotion

If you do not know
Jesus before you die,
Heaven will not be
your home.

ReVolution
Trailers

RVs Reimagined

» Renovated RV Sales
+ Custom Renovations
+ Service and Repair

Manitoba’s
Premier
RV Renovator

1480 Springfield Rd
Winnipeg, MB

Manitoba Music
& Record Sale

Sunday, March 26
10 AMm -4 pPm

Over 90 tables of records,
tapes, cds, posters, books &
memorabilia.

The first 350 guests will receive
free, courtesy of Streetheart,
a copy of their album, 40 Vol 2.
Member(s) of Streetheart will
be on hand between 12-2 to
sign autographs & visit with
their fans.

Admission $5.00

FULL TIME

HEAVY DUTY
MECHANIC or
TRAILER
MECHANIC

- Benefits Package
(full time only)

- Competitive wages

- Valid driver’s license

- Class 3 an asset

- Ability to perform MGl
Safety an asset

- Heavy Duty Mechanic
requires Red Seal

Derek (204) 793-7465

CENTENNIAL TRANSPORT
& LEASING LTD.

1960 BUILT BUNGALOW, 1132 SQ/FT SINGLE STOREY.

3 BEDROOM, 1 BATH. UPSTAIRS LAUNDRY / ENTRANCE,
SINGLE CAR GARAGE TO BE MOVED. SELLS TIMED ON-LINE.
SEE WWW.BILLKLASSEN.COM OWNERS, VINCE HINK
204-750-0004, LOCATED 35135, ROAD 18 NORTH,

NW OF MORDEN MB, OR 6 MILES SOUTH OF MIAMI.

For more complete listing www.billklassen.com

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Lavel: intermediate

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

McSherry Auctions

12 Patterson Dr,, Stonewall, MB
Online Timed Auctions
@ iCollector.com

Estate & Moving
Closes Wed.Mar.22 @ 7:00PM

McSherry Man Cave Auction
Over 100 Signs, Coke
Machines, Gas Pumps, Toys,
0Oil Cans

Closes Sat.April 1 @ 10:00AM

Estate & Moving
Featuring Guns & Ammo
Closes Wed.April 5 @ 7:00PM
McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858
Consignors Welcome!

WANTED:

SASQUATCH

SKULL!

Also purchasing royal
Canadian mint coins,

old coins, old money &
entire coin collections!

We Buy, Sell, Trade all

gold, silver & platinum!

Bullion, bars, coins,

((/mcna
Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

Use your LOGO!

Create instant top of

mind awareness

» Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

« We format it, to

make it look great!

Starting at $339.00

(includes 45 lines of

space)

» The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 32 Manitoba
community
newspapers

« Very cost effective

means of getting

your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at

ingots, wafers, rounds,
watches, jewelry, scrap,
nuggets, dust, gold
concentrate, Sterling

204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

T0DD ANNOUNCEMENT,
oice

250-864-3521

Call 467-5836 Email
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

www.revolutiontrailers.ca
Caboto Centre

1055 Wilkes Ave, Wpg.
For info: 204-255-3463
or 431-374-6925

Call now:

204-955-7377

NOlojAN|O |~ |m| T
|| OIO|IN[TIN]| ]

AT~ |M|OJO|WO|NN

O[T |OV|MOJO||AN

OO~ | N |O|™

ON|OJO | |OfF ||~

<T| OO~ |N[ON|]O|OD

OO | (N~ |N]©
—|NNJO|O|O|M || W0

B
]
=
@
=
<<
s
=
=]
S
S
(7]

Reporter/Photographer

Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking
a full-time reporter and photographer to join
its multi award-winning weekly community
newspaper.

We are looking for someone who is both
motivated and passionate about being the best
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area
and surrounding area communities.

Qualifications:

* A post-secondary degree/diploma in journalism
or equivalent experience in a related field

* Strong photography and writing skills with an
interest in social media

* Self-starter with the ability to exercise solid
news judgement

* Ability to establish professional relationships
to consistently source and write a wide range
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced
and accurate manner

* Able to work both independently and as a team
on a flexible work schedule including both
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly
editorial deadline

* Experience covering council and school board
meetings

* Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake
and its surrounding communities would be an
asset

Please forward your resumé along with
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier
Email: news@stonewallteulontribune.ca

STANDARD




IN MEMORIAM
Linda Mary Alberta Butler
March 13,2018

In Loving Memory
Of my wife, Linda
Who left us March 13, 2018
Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day;
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.

Lydia Neufeld
February 6, 1933 - March 15, 2022

Across the distance that separates us, Mom, _ o )
We whisper your name in the wind. It's been a year since you joined Dad in
God Bless You Treasure. heaven,

And our family is forever changed.
We love you beyond words,
And miss you beyond measure.
-Your family
XOXO0

We love you and miss you.
-Claire, Rob, Jay, Kim,
Emma, Luke, Jacqui and Bob.
Forever in our hearts.
| love you, Moe

PUBLIC NOTICE

Winkler

CALLING FOR NOMINATIONS
TO OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

To Learn More
Call 204-325-9595
Visit www.winklercoop.com
Email nominations@winkler.crs

THIS ISYOUR CO-OP.
PROUDLY SERVING

Winkler Morden Plum Coulee Lowe Farm Rosetown

Deadline for submissions is April 4th, 2023
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Ruth Susanne Letkeman

(nee Giesbrecht)
1944 — 2023

Ruth Letkeman passed away peacefully on Monday, March 6,
2023 at Boundary Trails Health Centre with her children by her
side. She was born February 8, 1944, making her 79 years and 28
days old. We cherish the last birthday party we had with her and
what a sweet and kind person she was.
She is survived by her children: Bob (Eva) and their children,
Daphne (Mac) and Jason; Kathy (Don) Fehr and their children,
Nicole (Dan) and their sons, Orrin and Ezra, Justin (Brittany) and
their son, Smith, Colin (Danika); Karen (John) Hildebrand and
their children, Travis (Stella) and their children, Logan and Chloe,
Jeremy (Janelle) and Krista; Rick (Tina) and their son, Ashton; Ruth (Jake) Neufeld and their
children, Zac and Nic as well as her sisters, Norma and Erma and their husbands and many
nieces and nephews whom she called friends.

Ruth was predeceased by her husband, John C. Letkeman on December 25, 1998; her sister,
Darlene and husband, Jake; her parents, Dave and Helen Giesbrecht; parents-in-law, Cornelius
and Maria Letkeman and her brothers and sisters-in-law on the Letkeman side.

Memorial service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 9, 2023 at the Winkler Sommerfeld
Mennonite Church with interment prior at the Reinfeld Cemetery.

Donations may be made in Ruth’s memory to the Sommerfeld Church.

Special thank you from the family to everyone for all your prayers and support. Thank you to the
wonderful staff at The Villages at the Buhler Active Living Centre, Boundary Trails Health Centre,
Dr. B. Kroeker and Wiebe Funeral Home.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNDER THE AUTHORITY
OF THE PLANNING ACT NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the date and at the time and location shown
below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to
receive representations from any person(s)
who wish to make them in respect to the
following matter:

CITY OF MORDEN BY-LAW 04-2023
Being an AMENDMENT to the CITY OF
MORDEN ZONING BY-LAW 08-2017

HEARING
LOCATION:

Morden Civic Centre
195 Stephen St., Morden, MB

DATE & TIME: March 27, 2023
7:00 pm

From: “RT” Residential Two Family

To: “RM-S” Residential Multiple
Family — Small to construct a
6 Plex apartment building

AREA: 23 Stephen Street
Lots 17 Block 20 Plan
863 MLTO

Morden, MB

As shown outlined in red lines on the map
attached hereto as Schedule “A”, and forming
part of this by-law.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Santokh Randhawa, M. Eng., P. Eng.
133 7th Street, Morden, MB. R6M 1V3
Phone: (204) 822-2567

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the location noted above during office hours,
Monday to Friday. Copies may be made, and extracts taken therefrom, upon request.
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OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Nettie Janzen

(nee Derksen)
1935 - 2023

It is with broken hearts that we announce the passing of our dear
mom, grandma and great-grandma, Nettie Janzen, at the age of
88. It gives us peace knowing she was reunited with her beloved
husband, Menno and son, Doug in Heaven on the evening of
Saturday, March 4, 2023.
Mom will be deeply missed by her children, Gary Janzen and
his wife, Michelle, Randy Janzen, Darryl Janzen and his wife,
Alexandria, daughter-in-law, Connie Reimer and 12 grandchildren:
Michael Janzen (Sarah), Jordan Janzen (Megan), Austin Janzen
(Darien), Shaiya Anderson (Paul), Jamila Wall, Mark Janzen (Sonja),
Katrina Reimer, Chloe Reimer (Lincoln), Joel, Lucas, Seth and Isabella Janzen and one great-
grandchild, Olive Janzen. She will also be missed by her in-laws, cousins, nieces and nephews.
Mom was born in Winkler on January 21, 1935. This 12-pound, dark haired sweetheart grew up
as the second youngest of 14 siblings. At age five, her parents, Isaac and Katherina Derksen were
able to buy their own homestead in Neuenberg. Mom worked hard in the garden and learned the
ways of homemaking from her mom and older sisters. Mom was very close with her siblings,
spending good times together as families and leaning on each other for support during the hard
times. In May of 1953 at age 18, Mom was baptized upon confession of her faith. A few years
later Mom met Dad while working at Janzen’s Red & White and were married on June 14, 1959.
These two were hardly apart for their 63 years of marriage. Through thick and thin they stuck by
each other and supported each other in everything. Their marriage has been an inspiration to
all of us. Five years into their marriage they started their family together, which would eventually
expand to four sons. As you can imagine her boys kept her busy, but she still made time for
others. She helped in the church and volunteered in the community. Mom served as a Sunday
School teacher, in the choir and in the Ladies Fellowship. She was also involved in the store until
her and Dad went into ministry. She supported Dad in his pastoral duties which she thrived at.
She was compassionate and selfless and everyone loved her. It was evident throughout her life
that her faith was important to her and God was her strength. Mom loved to garden. They lived
in town, but she still managed to have a big garden and do lots of canning and preserving, right
up until the summer that they moved. If Mom wasn’t in the garden, you would find her in the
kitchen. She was known for her buns, pickles and paska. But every meal, whether for a gathering
or not, she went above and beyond. And she would always be the last one to eat making sure
everyone else had more than enough. Mom’s pastimes since moving to the condo included
reading, puzzling, watching sports with Dad and hours and hours of coloring! Mom always put
family and friends’ needs before herself and was never one to complain. She had the biggest
heart. Her favorite thing in the world was being a Grandma. She loved babysitting and taking care
of them. Whenever possible she would attend their Christmas concerts and sporting events. The
time she spent with her grandchildren was very special to her and she just couldn’t get enough
of them! Thank you, Mom, for your amazing example to all of us and for all the love and time you
poured into each of our lives.
Funeral service was held at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 12, 2023 at the Winkler Bergthaler
Mennonite Church with interment at the Winkler Cemetery.
Special thanks to all the care workers at Silver Lining who showed so much compassion and
love for our Mom. You made us all feel welcome and at home.
Donations may be made in Nettie’s memory to the Alzheimer Society of Manitoba and Diabetes
Canada.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Remember Your Loved Ones

with an Announcement in the
Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Jean Leona Ching
(nee McDonald)
1932 — 2023

Jean passed away on Wednesday March 8, 2023 at the Pembina
Manitou Health Centre at the age of 90.
Jean was the second daughter of Don and Elva McDonald of
Darlingford. Growing up she enjoyed sports such as baseball and
curling. On April 10, 1954 she married Murray Ching and they lived
on the Ching family farm South of Darlingford. In November of
2022 Alzheimer’s disease made it necessary for her to move to the
Care Home in Manitou. Murray and Jean raised four children on
the farm. Jean was active in all aspects of the farm life, spending
many hours talking to the horses, cattle, chickens, pigs, geese and
turkeys. She assisted in seeding and harvesting while maintaining a home and their beautiful
yard. Jean loved to garden and took great pride in her yard. The outdoors was Jean’s favourite
place to be, joining or spearheading snowmobiling, birdwatching, fishing, picnicking, and going
for drives, always keeping an eye out for wildlife.

Jean will be remembered forever by: Terry (Larry) Klein, Pam Maxwell, Hal (Karen) Ching,
Mark (Cathy) Ching; grandchildren, Amanda Leland (Craig), Adam Klein (Kristy), Angela Coreau
(Brent), Megan Maxwell Titizian (Raffi), Jennifer Ching Faux (Curtis), Eric Ching (Tiffany); great-
grandchildren, Cole and Carter Lelond, Christian and Natalia Coreau, Fortune and Maxwell Aknin,
MacKenzie, Kiera and Hailey Klein, Kip and Sienna Faux, Payton, Paisley and Remmington Ching;
as well as sisters, Anne McDonald, Bernice Morin, Heather (Len) McKenzie; sister-in-law, Evelyn
Ching; brother-in-law, Ron Schultz and many nieces and nephews.

Jean was predeceased by her husband, Murray; parents, Don and Elva; brother, Jake; sister and
brothers-in-law, Ruth and Bill Nichol, Helen and Orville Johnston; son-in-law, Bill Lone; brother
and sisters-in-law, Harry and Isobel Ching, Frances Schultz, Marge and Lawrence Lumley, Morley
McDonald, Norman Morin.

A Memorial Service was held Monday, March 13, 2023 at Wiebe Funeral Chapel. Interment will
be held at the Darlingford Cemetery at a later date.

If friends so desire donations in Jean’s memory may be made to either the Alzheimer Society
of Manitoba 120 Donald St. Winnipeg, MB R3C 4G2 or the Darlingford Memorial Park Box 46 RR
#1 Darlingford, MB ROG OLO.

We, the family would like to express our heartfelt thank you to Lavenia for making it possible for
Mom to stay in her home for the two additional years, Pembina Manitou Care Home for their care
and support, Rev. Carrie Martens and Wiebe Funeral Home for guiding us through this difficult
time. Our deepest gratitude to friends and family for their love, support and kind words.

-Terry, Pam, Hal, Mark and families

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Kalvin James Warkentin
1962 - 2023

With great sadness we announce the recent and sudden passing
of Kalvin Warkentin on Friday February 24 2023. A beloved father,
grandfather, son, brother and uncle.

He was loved and is remembered by his two children, Dustin
(Shannon) and Abby (Brent), one granddaughter, Zoey, mother,
Ella, two sisters, Barb and Val (Jeff) and one sister-in law, Cheryl.

He was predeceased by his father, Lawrence, brother, Wayne
and brother-in-law, Rick Wiebe.

A private memorial has taken place.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

PEMBINA VALLEY ESTATE CLEANING

e Consultation Services

e Contents Removal

¢ Cleaning Services

* Repair Services

e Staging Service

¢ Firearms Donation or Disposal
¢ Hoarder Clean-up/De-cluttering

204-333-4074 e website: www.pvestatecleaning.com
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> MEAL IDEAS

Makes: 2 pies (9 inches each)

3 3/4 cups heavy whipped cream, di-
vided

8 ounces cream cheese, softened

1 1/4 cups, plus 2 tablespoons, pow-
dered sugar, divided

5 drops green food coloring

11/4 teaspoons vanilla extract, divided

1/4 teaspoon mint extract

1 bag mint chocolate candies, chopped,
divided

2 chocolate cookie crusts (9 inches each)

1 bag mint chocolate candies

To make filling: In bowl of stand mixer,
whisk 2 1/2 cups heavy cream until stiff
peaks form. Transfer to bowl.

In separate stand mixer bowl, beat
cream cheese on high 2 minutes. Gradu-
ally add 1 1/4 cups powdered sugar and
green food coloring; mix until smooth.
Add 1/4 teaspoon vanilla and mint ex-
tract; mix well.

Fold prepared whipped cream into
cream cheese mixture. Fold 1 cup

Serves: 1

1 cup whipping cream

1/2 teaspoon peppermint extract

2 teaspoons powdered sugar

1/2 cup milk

1 3/4 ounces Baileys Irish Cream li-
queur

3 scoops mint chocolate chip ice cream

chocolate syrup

Yield: 8 sandwiches

8 ounces plain cream cheese spread,
softened

1 cup finely shredded mozzarella cheese

salt

4 English muffins

24 slices cucumber

8 thin slices green pepper

"J_)/_/ /

Luck o’ the Irish
Mint Pie

chopped mint chocolate candies into fill-
ing.

To make frosting: In bowl of stand
mixer, whisk remaining heavy cream
and remaining powdered sugar. Add re-
maining vanilla extract and mix until stiff
peaks form.

Pour filling into crusts and smooth tops.

Fill decorating bag with frosting and
pipe thick band around edges of pies.
Then pipe circle dollops evenly around
edges of pies.

Scatter 1 cup chopped mint chocolate
candies in middle of pies. Place whole
mint chocolate candies into each dollop
of frosting around edges of pies.

Refrigerate until firm, 5-6 hours.

Minty Shake

chopped sugar cookies, for garnish (op-
tional)

pistachios, for garnish (optional)

mint chocolate candy, for garnish (op-
tional)

Using mixer, whisk whipping cream
until soft peaks form. Add peppermint
extract and powdered sugar; mix until
well blended. Set aside.

In blender, blend milk, liqueur and ice
cream until smooth.

Drizzle chocolate syrup inside soda
glass. Pour ice cream mixture into glass.
Top with whipped cream and garnish
with cookies, pistachios and mint choco-
late candy, if desired.

St. Patrick’s Day Sandwiches

fresh cilantro leaves

lemon juice

lemon slices, for garnish (optional)

In bowl, mix cream cheese spread, moz-
zarella cheese and salt well.

Split English muffins in half. Cut each
muffin half into shamrock shape.

Spread cheese mixture over each muf-
fin half.

Place three cucumbers on each“sham-
rock,” one on each“leaf.” Use green pep-
per slice as stem. Place cilantro leaf on
top of each sandwich.

Sprinkle sandwiches with lemon juice
and add lemon slices, for garnish, if de-
sired.
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Ask the Money Lady

Dear Money Ludy I can’t believe the
high price of groceries nowadays. Any
advice? Grace.

Dear Grace, you are so right — the
cost of groceries has gone up 12.4%
according to Stats Canada from
January 2022 and with the contin-
ued trend that we are to experience
a “mild recession” this year, we can
expect the costs to rise a little more.
Let’s go through five quick tips that
will help lower your food expenses.

1. Go back to the old way of
shopping - clip those coupons.

There are many coupons on-line
that you can print off and use from
retailers or product manufacturers.
I just went on-line to: “Kellogg’s
Coupons Canada” and found many
printable coupons for all their prod-
ucts. Why not try this with other
items you always buy. It’s like get-
ting free money with a few clicks on
your laptop.

2. Use points cards to redeem
cash towards your next grocery bill.

A lot of grocery stores these days
have incentives to shop with them.
Some examples are using your cash
back credit cards, Scene cards, Air
Miles cards, or even proprietary
shopping cards to earn points and
redeem as cash towards groceries.
Why not make the store help you
pay?

3. Try not to shop with those
giant silver “wheelbarrow carts”
designed to get you to spend more.
Instead opt for the much smaller
carts — not the two-tiered monsters
that make you feel like a chariot
driver. Subconsciously when you
see very few items in those giant
shopping carts, we tend to easily
say “yes” to an extra few items not
on our shopping list.

4. Stay out of the boutique sec-
tions of the grocery store. The outer
aisles will always have the produce,
dairy and meat sections you need
with all the inner aisles favouring
more expensive favorites that en-
tice you to spend more. There is
a science to grocery store layouts.
Popular food brands pay more to
be shelved at eye level to get you
to easily spot them. Often cheaper
options are on the lower shelves
out of your line of sight. This is the
case for everything except food and
snacks for kids, especially cereal.
Often you will find the more expen-

\_ /
Christine Ibbotson

sive foods catered towards children
on the lower shelves at a child’s eye
level. Some stores may even put
colourful stickers on the floor or
on the shelves to capture the inten-
sion of your little shopping helpers.
Aisle endcaps are another prime
location to lure you in with more
expensive name brands always on
display to entice you to pick up just
one more item before you leave.

5. Lastly, I want you to consid-
er starting a DIY plan in your kitch-
en. Make fresh bread: throw 3-5
ingredients into a bread machine
and viola you have bread healthier
and cheaper than buying it. Plant
a garden of indoor pots with herbs,
lettuce, or small vegetables. Make
cookies from scratch instead of buy-
ing them, (your kids will love it).
Buy larger servings (like a whole
chicken) or produce and meats in
bulk to save more and then divide
food up into single or family meal
portions.

Remember, paying for conve-
nience and ambiance is the easiest
way to overspend. If you spend a
little more time and effort in plan-
ning your groceries, you most likely
will be a lot healthier with less on
your waistline and more in your
wallet.

Good Luck & Best Wishes,

Christine Ibbotson

Written by Christine Ibbotson, Na-
tional Radio Host, YouTuber, and Au-
thor of 3 finance books plus the Cana-
dian Best-Selling Book “How to Retire
Debt Free & Wealthy”  www.askthe-
moneylady.ca or send a question to
info@askthemoneylady.ca

Do you have a Health or Wellness Business?

Call 204 467-5836 to advertise
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N STOCK
2023 BRONGO SPORT QUTER BANKS WD

e 1.5L ECOBOOST
¢ INTELLIGENT CRUISE W/ LANE CENTERING
e SYNC 3 W/ NAVIGATION « POWER MOONROOF
* B&0 PREMIUM AUDIO
e HEATED SEATS & STEERING WHEEL pgsovo

2 in stock 38
2023 F-150 TREMOR 4X4

¢ 3.5L ECOBOOST V6
* 12”7 SYNC 4 W/ NAVIGATION
¢ 18 SPEAKER PREMIUM B&0 SOUND SYSTEM
¢ INTELLIGENT CRUISE W/ LANE CENTERING
* HEATED/COOLED LEATHER
¢ 360-DEGREE CAMERA

«@>
2023 E-TRANSIT MEDIUM ROOF

* 68 KWH BATTERY ¢ 12” SYNC 4 W/ NAVIGATION
* CHARGE STATION LOCATOR
* INTELLIGENT ACCESS W/ PUSH-BUTTON START
¢ QUALIFIES FOR FEDERAL $10,000 EV REBATE
* 2.4 KW PRO POWER ON-BOARD PTC026

Permit No. 1162 Since 1955

Bob Derksen Brian Derksen Konrad Friesen Mackenize Hamm

69(] MEMORIAL DRIVE - 325- 4777

WWW.HOMETOWNFORD.C

% STK W1652A

2010 HONDA ODYSSEY EX-L
3.5 ENGINE, AUTO, INQUIRE FOR

sPAsseNceR, 20000 0s, DR c E

LOCAL TRADE

% STK W11648

2022 GMC ACADIA DENALI AWD (WHITE FROST PAINT)
3.6 ENGINE, 9 speeD Auto, Leather interior, @ INIILY

HEATED & COOLED SEATS, ADAPTIVE CRUISE,
POWER SUNROOF, HEADS-UP DISPLAY, ETC ssz ,333 +TI

% STK WI1530A

2015 CHEV SILVERADO LTZ 2500HD 4X4
6.6 DURAMAX DIESEL, ALLISON, AUTO, ONLY

LEATHER INTERIOR, FRONT BUCKET SEATS,
I71 OFF ROAD, HIGHER MILEAGE 338'963 +TAX

% STK W11589A

2017 GMC SIERRA SLT 2500HD CREW 4X4
6.6 DURAMAX DIESEL, ALLison auTo, LEMHER @ INIILY

INTERIOR, FRONT BENCH SEAT, 5TH WHEEL
PREP PACKAGE, Z71 OFF ROAD, 121,000 KM'S 558'922 +TAX

JANZEN

CHEVROLET BUICK GMC LTD
WINKLER - CARMAN

S R e e

WWW.JANZENCHEVROLET.CA

a»

EU3200iC

a»

EU3000isC4

D

EB 10,000C1
Reqular Price *6319.00

Save $500.00
o $5819.00

WAYNE CHUCK BILL Joby

outhland (i
HONDA

WWW.SOUTHLANDHONDA. BIIM
1-877-206-6322 ¢ 325789 reme 2

*Honda Loyalty Program, **Lease Rate, ***Vehicles not exactly as pictured.
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